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CHAPTER THREE, 


‘The History of Blackwell Church 
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CHAPTER FIVE 


Blackwell Sunday School 
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FOREWORD 


“What you haveinherited from your fathers, earn over again for yourselves, oritwill not be 
yours." Goethe 


In this history of the One Hundred Years, 1880-1980, of the life, work and witness of 
Blackwell Church and Community, Charles Phelps and the Centennial Committee have 
fathered help information tracing development om Indian days, tothewhiteseters and 


pray that you wil pause in your reading andreflect upon the wise heads and warm hearts 
that created such healthy, harmonious commenity and church life. Blackwell owne & 
cherished tradition and has earned a far-reaching reputation for producing sons and daughters 
ff excellence who heve entiched our community and the wider community in Edvcation, 
Religion and the whole field of Arte and Science. 


May we claim thisinheritanee as ourown and build onit again and. 
children 


sain forour children’s 





aly 22, 1980 William B. MeCosh 


ANOTE 70 THE READER 


‘The publication of this book is project to mark the one-hundredth anniversary of Blackwell 
Church 

‘Much of the early history In this book is reprinted from an earlier booklet entitled, “A, 
History of Blackwell Church and Community” written by Edward C. Phelps and published in 
1988 It contained the following note: 





‘Prom available material | have tried to compile a complete history of 
‘Blckirell Church to the end of 1987, The commuvity history is intended to 
he only a bref sketch, If other tecords of the church and community come 
to light in the future, T would appreciate the opportunity of examining 
thet 


In addition to extending the record another twenty.two years, considerable material has 
teen included about earlier tines, ‘This haa entailed talking to many people and doing much 
‘work to ofganize the material Iam grateful to all the people who bave contributed photographs, 
ries and suggestions. In particular! wish to thank Mrs, Dorothy Wood who typed the manu: 
feript and Mrs. Margaret Sitter, who collected and indexed iterally hundreds of photographs 
frotn which the selection in the book was taken 


Charis 8. Phelps 





CHAPTER ONE 


Early Community History 


atly Indian History 


Blackwell located om the shore of Lake 
Huron about five miles ett ofthe source of 
the St. Cir River, It is an unincorporated 
firming and residential community lying 
tainly in the ‘Ninth Concession ‘of Saran 
‘Township, the norihweners comer of the 
County of Latsbton 

Th centuries pas, Ube Indians had hunted 
and fished and farmed throughout Southwest 
fm Ontario. The area now Included in Lam 
ten County was occupied by tho Attawan 
Arion tebet , who controlled extensive Aint 
bed at Ippereash and teaded ith surosnd 
Ing tibes, Known as the Neutrals after the 
coming of the white min to their erty, 
they were wiped out in the great Iroquals 
raid of 1656 

Evidence has been foun inthe Blackwell 
aos Indieating the presence of Indians there 
Tis stea was heavily wooded and samp 
and a tinal, sallow lake, later known as Wa: 
‘enneh, covered much ofthe site of preeent- 
day Blackwell, Chipped sinker stones ean sil 
be picked up in the fields on the bed of the 
fonner lake, The sinkers were ted into willow 
bre fishneis to seeigh them down when in 
‘use! Arrow heeds, spent Ui, fired guides 
land skinning stones, among the commoner ar 
tiacts, have been found “two stone bird ant 
lets, vory rare pieces, aro known to have been 
found, 28 well as the occasional deposi of 
flint pieces and chips, A few skeletons have 
been found. During + desp ploughing in the 
fall of 1954 on his farm on Lot 43, Ninth 
Concession, Mr. A. Lloyd Sitter uncovered 
Several lange beds of red ashes, apparently Fe 
‘mains of counel ies, 

The Iroquois ‘occupants of the former 
Huron tenttory began to molest four Algen 
‘quin teibes, the Chippewan, Ottawes, Mise 
Seas and Potawatomis, who Inhabited the 











i stone arr Indian tif found om the 


Tif form, Srna Foun 





contral Great Lakes region. Those four tribes 
ombined to dave the Iroquois back to theit 
‘own country south of the St. Lawrence River 
And Lakes Ontario and Brie, The Chippewas 
fand Mississagas gradually moved. down into 
Southern Ontario. 

In the early yeas of the Nineteenth cen- 
tury Joshua. Wamanosh became involved 
ome ‘dnknown offence to his tbe in the 
Mchipicoten”area and was forced "ote 
Coming south through present-day Michigan 
he was brought across the St, Clay River and 
hidden and eared for on the shoves of the 
‘all lake Inter named aftor him. When hit 
Pursuee} arived they ware put off the tack 
And retired home empty-handed. Wawanosh 
Was adopted into the Chippewa tribe and later 
became their chet. During the War of 1812 
be led raids into the Slate of Michigan 

Indian occupancy of much of Southwest- 
cern Ontario came to a clase with the sutrend 
fr of 8 2.200,000 nete tact of land to the 
Bish’ Crown by the Chippewa chit, This 














‘conditional grant of 1825 was formally rati- 
fied by she treaty signed duly 10, 1827". The 
Chippewas were therester confined to their 


‘The Beginnings of Upper Canada 


In the year 1701, the British Gover 
ment decided to divide the old Province of 
{Quebec into two parts, tho Province of Lower 
Canada and the Province of Upper Canada. 
‘The Constitutional Act of 1781, offically 
known a5 the Canada Act, of 81 George I, 
Chapter 31, st down the form of government 
to be inaugurated, including an. appointed 
Legtative Counc! and an elected Legiative 
‘Assembly’ in each of the to. provinces. A 
British tolder, Colonel John Graves Simcoe 
tras appointed the first Lieitenant-Governor 
of Upper Canada. He with his wife and the 
fro youngest oftheir x childven salle from 
Weyinouth, England on Monday, September 
26, 1701 in the frigate Triton, bound for Que- 
bec City. They landed at Quebec on Novem: 
ber 11, 1791. In June 1792 the party journey. 
‘by boat from Quebee to Kingston, the seat 
ff the new govemment which Simcoe pro 
‘eoted to establish 

‘Governor Simcoe’ term of office expired 
in 1796 and on September 10, 1796 he and 
his family set sall from Quebee on their ro 
tum journey to England. During this tive 
year period My, Simeoe kept a diary, which 
tras published in Toronto in 1911 in book 
orm with extensive commentaries, This dary 
f'an important souree of information on life 
{in Upper Canada In those days 

‘BY proclamation of John Graves Simcoe 
dated’ 16th July, 1782, the boundaries of the 
hewiy-created Counties were established. 
Kent County, the nineteonth county listed 
therein, was fo “comprehend all the countey 
fot being temtorier of the Indians, no! al 
feady ineluded in the several counties herein 
bbfore described, extending nortward tothe 
‘boundary ine of Hudson Bay, including all 
the teritry to the westward sod southward 
fof the said line to the utmost extent of the 
country commonly called or known by the 
fname of Canada.” The County seat of this 
tremendouswized tertory was Sandwich, lo- 
fated at its extreme souther border! (In the 
Beginning, both Essex and. Kent ‘Counties 
‘were administered from Sandwich.) In ime, 
both the Counties ‘of Essex and” Lambeon 
were separated {rom Kent, 

‘Following the war of Independence dur- 
lng whieh the American Colonten separated 
fom England, Canada wes under threat of 
Delng invaded by the Americans. Asa mlltary 


































John Graves Simeoe 
Lieutenant Gover of Upper Coad 
Tor 1396 

rman, Simeoe wat concemed about the de- 
{ence of the country, Forts already existed at 
Kingston, Niagara-on-the-Lake, York and De- 
toll. To expedite the mosemeat of troops 
fd upplies from east to west, he lest out a 
Toad Unrough bush and stamp feom Toronto 
fo Sandwich, via Dundas, Paris, London and 
‘Chatham, still known as the Governors rod 
Until this road wae developed to the pace 
‘where it wat passable by oxen. of horse 
raw wagons the only feasible means oft 
‘el from Kingston tothe Western District was 
by the water routes vaversed by the Coureurs 
de bois in search offre. 


Grants of Crown Land 





Apparently it was the policy ofthe Brit: 
ish government to encourage immigration and 
tolonizstion of Canada and 0 occupy” this 
new land, aequlred from France by conquest 
At the Battle of the Plaine of Abraham in 1750 
‘nd confirmed by the Treaty of Pais in 1763. 
Grants of land from the Crown were mad 
tvailable to individual applicants at very nom 
{nal charge and to certain others st no charge 
‘The later included men and officers retire 








fon half pay from the British army and navy 
tnd United Empire Loyalists who emigrated 
from the States following the War of Amer 
wan Independence. 

‘To allocate land on systematic bai and 
keep adequate records, it was necessary that 
‘an offical survey be nude, A Surveyor Gen- 
tral was put in charge of the surveying and a 
Commissoner of Crown Lands was appotnted 
to allocate land to the applicants and settlers 

"The policy ofthe British Government was 
for the King fo purchase the Indian land, pay 
lng either In money, or In goods at current 
Montreal prices, and’ then to grant it to st- 
tier who made application, Between 1700 
tnd 1827, negotintions were caried out with 
the Chief ofthe Indian Bands inhabiting the 
Wester Region of Upper Canada, The Chiefs 
were willing to share the occupation of the 
Ind With "newcomers, providing that. thelr 
rights to hunt and fish on the land and waters 
were retained. These treaties or senders 
‘were signed by the Chiefs by ineeribing their 
Totems on the documents, Certain reserves 
‘wore established and surveyed for the ex: 
‘sive oocupation by the Indian Band, 














Surnia Township Surveyed 





‘The Township of Sarnia, stil apart of the 
criginal Kent County, was surveyed party by 
Deputy Surveyor Roswell Mount, under i 
ftructions from the Surveyor Genetal, bearing 
date Sth of April, 1829 and partly by Deputy 
Surveyor Peter Carol, under instructions from 
the Surveyor General, of the 29th of May 
1852, The surveyor’ means of measurement 
twas a chain made with 100 inks, with an 
‘verall lengtn of 68 fect. The ninth or front 
foncession of Samia Township boters on the 
Shore of Lake Huron, The lots mumber est 
‘ward 1,2, 3, etc from the “townline” between 
Plympion and Sarnia Townships, Each lot 
1to 40 inclusive is 10 chains wide on the 
Lake frontage by 100 chains deep north and 
South and s0 contains 100 sere, The stern 
border of these lot ithe Gore concession 
Tine, Lots $1 to 44 incksive are 10 chains 
‘wide but their southern border ie the north 
Shoreline of Lake Wawanosh, so. that these 
lots vary in length and the acreage they con: 
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80 chains equal one mile. In making tl 
survey, proceeding west from the “townlin 
ietweed Plympton and Sarnia Townships, 
fevery 90 ching 4 north and south road al 
Towance was let, one chain wide. ‘These are 
the presint sdefoads and’ the distance be 
‘preen them is 1-1/8 miles, Neary all urban 
‘reels and country zoads in the Western Dist 
"et are 66 feet wide (1 chain), 

‘The government survey of the ninth or 
front Concemion "of Samia Township was 
‘completed in 1829, 











‘The Jones Settlement, Maxwell, 


Henry Jones, « native of Exeter, England, 
was a retired officer of the British navy when 
hhe met Robert Owen, Founder of the Owen 
‘stem of socialism, Jones went to New Lan. 
fk, Scotland to observe the practical experi 
‘ment in communal ving being carted out 
there by the families employed in. Owen's 
cotton spinning mill Jones deeded that Can. 
ila, where crown land was avilable, would 
bean ideal place to star «communal colony 
Im 1825, accompanied by his valet, Alexander 
Hamilton he departed by saling ship for New 
York. From there, via the Bee Canal to Butts 
lo and by Lake Brie, Detroit River, Lake St 
Clair and River St Cir they reached the 
Rapids, ae Sarnia was known, They explor- 
ed the shore of Lake Haron where they 
{ound the forested high land attractive, Com: 
ing to the Rivire Awx Perches (Perch Creel) 
they followed it back to Is source in Wawan- 
foah's Lake, Finding the marshy ground around 
the Lake alive with ducks, Jones decided that 
the land wae sultable for the colony 

Upon returning to Bngland, he applied for 
4 grant of 10,000 acres, Through the od sr 
vices of Sir John Colborne (who in 1829 was 
appointed it, Govemor of Upper Canada), 
the grant wat gutranteed, Jone brother wat 
married to Anne Yonge, Lady Colbore’s sis 
ter Jones went back to Seottand where he 
fathered a roup of families who aaroed to 
Join in his scheme. In 1827 this band of 30 
man, ‘women and childeen, with their pos 
Sessions and such supplies and toals that were 
‘deemed essential, made their pasage to the 
‘chosen site on Une shore of Lake flsron. Jones 
famed the settlement “Maxwell” after the 
name of Owen's home in New Lanark, Scot 
land. A large community dwelling house with 
‘stparate apartments for the families and one 
‘common dining room and kitchen was con: 
Structed on lot 15, ninth or front concession 
ff what came to be known a2 Sarnia Town 
Ship, approximately half a mile east of the 
Briglen Sideroad. Ata litle distance from the 











‘community house, they erected a building to 
he uued a5 a stote, from which all supplies 
might be obtained: Also s separate bullding 
trae built to be used as a school. While the 
Women worked in common together in pre 
paring food and caring for thelr families the 
then clesred off the timber and cultivated the 
tail It was hard work to which they Were un 
‘customed, Thall hey cleared about 0 ares. 

‘After approximately two years, the com 
munity howe was totally desteoyed by fre 
AT this time, some ofthe families left the co: 
ny to apply for and take up grants of land 
for themselves. Two smaller community 
houses were bult for those who remained but 
Inve short time all bad lft except Heney Jones 
and his own family. The family continued t9 
live there, although Henry Jones, bimsel, 
spent most of his time in England. 

Following the failure of the colony, 
Henry dones, voluntarily. relinquished the 
fant of 10,000 acres and accepted 600 sere, 
Dart of 1000 acres to which he wat ented af 
Eretited officer of the Brith Navy. The land 

sted to btn in. 1829 was the first 
Crown Grant sn the ninth or front concession 
ff Samia Township. It comprised lots 4 and 3 
(Gust west of, St. John'indhe-Wildeeness 
‘Anglican Church) and lots 14,16, 16 and 17, 
‘ant of Brigden Slderoad, 





‘The Jones Diaries 


‘The eldest son of Henry Jones was Henry 
John Jones, om in Exeter, England, on Nov 
tember 14, 1809. He came with his father to 
Maxwell 1827. In 1831 be began writing « 
diary and continued to do so tarough fifty 
years. This dary, consisting of 24 and writen 
Yolumes, is proserved inthe Sarnia Public Lib 
Tary. Henry John Jones. was appointed a 
Crown Lands Agent at Sarnia and Chatham, 
and Tatar Cle, in the Crown Lands Depart. 
ment at Toronio and Quebec City. In con. 
fection with this work he tramped on foot 
tnd travelled by horseback and oat through: 
ft whet heeame known as Lambton, Kent 
tnd Essex Counties, When he tetred he te- 
fumed to Maxwell where he died on May 5, 
B85 at age 76 and was butled in Lakeview 
Cemetery, in Sarnia. From his diary we learn 
much about the land ae ft was then tnd the 
development of Samia, The following excerpts 
relate vccly tothe Blackwell are 


May 27, 1832 “Went with Tom St. to dig a 
fox burrow at Wawanosh's camp in the 
‘moming ~ after 6 hours labor, sccoeded 
Ieatching 8 cubs." 








June 20, 1892 ~ “Chopping in th 
ing sines for making lime 

June 21, 1882 “Building the foxhouse aft 
"Boot picking stones" 

July 1, 1892 “Finished the foxhouse” 

August 26, 1832 

August 28, 1882. “Lime burning, shining, 
"norning in praia 

September 9, 1852. “Saw large bear at Wa. 
‘wanod lake 

September 23, 1882 “Canoed to the entrance 
‘of Wawanoah, Killed «tuck ta lake”, 

October 5, 1882 “Lost our foxes 

October 9, 1832 “Cut my foot very badly by 
Tetting’my axe fll on fe from the wheel- 

November 5, 1892 “Rode to Rapids with 


‘esis and Jie to see the Indian presents 
distributed” 


am, pick 





“Rove to Rapids in after: 
8 Mr, Turner, Minister 





November 27, 1882 “Caught one ofthe fox 
fev the pouley yard 


June 19, 1833 “Wed. Cutting skids for log 
ence, 2 apps, [applicants) UE. [United 
Empite Loyalists] for land in Viympton, 
Walked to Rapids and sailed up in John's 
canoe. Paul Salter arrived from England 
by way of Quebse and Lakes, In sling up 
observed "great number of sturgeon ly 
{ing in pais and apparently engaged in de- 
positing thelr spavn in the comparatively 
Shallow water 4 or 8 miles east of the rp 
Hs, Some Tndians in a canoe were making 
{reat havoc among them and a party of 
the same people on the thore drying and 
‘smoking those esuight 

Apel 29, 1884 “Hunting for my oxen inthe 
‘moring, ound them near the fir tree on 
Cow Creek. Went to Wav Lake and beck 
lnm eanoe in at” 








The James Family about 1880 
‘The first permanent settles inthe Blackwell ates, Lot 27, Concession 8 
riht: Daria, Ewin, Willa and George ames 


Back row tft 


Front row, lett right Mary Jemer (wife of Nichole Fu 
Wetingtn), Alber aad toni Jaen, 


i, Sarah Jones, Thome James Mr James ane 








Coming of White Settlers 


In 1820, Samuel Street of Lincoln Coun 
ty, Was granted all the land in Sarnia Town: 
thin, north of the London Road with the ex 
ception ‘of the 600 seres granted to Henry 
‘Tones, and “the waters of & smal lake, com: 
‘monly known a WaWanosh's Lake”. The pur 
Chase was registered on 10th Aviust 1841, 
This land way resold ¢o various purchasers by 
Samuel Street and his heirs overs period of 
about sixty years. As far as Is Known Samuel 
‘Street did not reside in Samia Township 

‘Apatt from the Jones Setement, one of, 
the cates eters onthe lake shore was Major 
William Anderton, who selled on Lot 22, 
Ninth "Concession in” 1850" and was. stl 
siding there thirty years later, 

"The settlement known st Blackwell was 
first concentrated around the Telfer Silerosd 
ad spread out east and west from there. The 
Semia Twp. Assesment Holl for 1858 lists 
these families in the Ninth Concession: Rich. 
fd, Henry, John and Thomas James, Major 
Anderton, Robert, Henry and John P_ Jones, 
Semuel and Daniel Eveland, Robert Faith 
‘ome, Cornelius Avery, James Brittany, Thom: 
fi Kemuley, Peter Fisher, and Peter Par 
Within twenty years these names were added 
John, William and Stepinen ichardson, Wi 
iam and. Albert Yeates, Jtcob Somes, George 
Telfer, Willam Hardick, Charles ‘Wesley, 
‘Thomes C. Wheatley, Joseph Smith, Henry 
Procunier and JW. Bunning 








James and Puzebth Votes 
marie in Chelona, England Pb, 6 1854 


By 1895 the following had located in the 
Ninth’ Concession, going West from Lot 17 
‘anlel Gali, Joseph Milner (Waterworks Side- 
‘oad intersocis), James Thomson, Wiliam and 
Stephin Richardson, David James, W. 8. Wi 
fon, Joseph Grabam, "Norman and” Angus 








Jamieson, Wiliam Coulter, Wiliam and Walter 
Sproul, William Hall, Wiliam, James, Charles 
snd Martin Yeates, Thomas,’ Albort, Darius 
find George James, (Telfer’Sideroad intr: 
Sects), George Telfer, Wiliam Hardick, John 
Pilkie, Peter Wellngion Se, and Petor Jr 
Thomas C. Wheatiey, dohn James dn, Thomas 
Somes, Joba Jayat, Joseph Smith, Albert 
Yeates (Blackwell Sideroad intersect), dames 
Olam, David Omar, Henry. Model 
Joseph Lesuzeau, Louls Sargent, Aaron at 
Hendy West Michael Fleming, Asdvew Lopen 
@Modeland ‘or Logan Sideroad. intersects), 
Jotn ‘Henry’ Modeland, Peter and Solomon 
Sitter, Pred dr. and Peter D, Tremblay, Wi 
Tam Bartlett, Francis Holt 








Homesterds 


‘The first houses in Blackwell were frame 
oF log! dwellings. One of these forts sal 
Dart. of the present Telfer home. Mow ofthese 
fi bulngs have Gnappesed, in tany eases 
being destroyed by fire which wae constant 
concern of stirs with no near neighbours 
{en whom to cal for help in cae of emergen 

‘The homes replacing these were usualy anger 








fnd some were made of white brick from 
Blackwell yards. ‘The old homesteads each 
comprised an enti lot, one hundred acres, 
fxcopting thoso lots partially covered by Lake 
Wawanosh. Ninth Concession 100-tere lot 
fn Blackwell was 1D chine (G60 feet) across 
the front and went back 100 chains (mies) 
to the Bighth Concosson (Michigan Road) er, 
‘east of lt 31, to the Gore Concession Line 
‘Some ofthe older homes are the H-T. 
Modeland ‘house, whore Mr. & Ms. R.A. 
(Sandy) MeGeschy now lie at 1795 Mode: 
land Sideroad; the David Sitter house at 1206 
Michigan Road: the Peter Sitter house, now 
the home of Mr. & Mrs Russell M. Landon at 
1454 Blackwell Rosd;the Albert James house, 
‘where Mr. & Me, Brace dames live at 1700 
Blackwell Road: the ‘Thomas Somes house 
where Mrs, Elisa Vandewalle lives, at 1860 
Blackwell Rosd; the T. C. Wheatley house, 
where Cael and Lelia Smith lived at 1878 
Blackwall Rod; the Peter Wellington house 
where Me. & Mrs. John Bley live at 1038 
Blackwell Road; the Albert Wellington house 
occupied by Mrs. Mary” daccques at 1094 
Blackwell Road; the Pred Somes house where 
Mr. & Mrs. Lorne Hardick live at 1949 Mich 
fan Road: the George Telfer house where Mrs, 
Featice Telfer liver st 2083 Lakeshore Road) 
the Yeates house where Mrs, Annie Yeates 
lives at 2177 Lakeshore Rosd and the Angus 
‘Tamieson house where Mr. & Mrs. Lome 
‘Jamieson lve at 2229 Lakeshore Road 





‘The old Nicholas Francis house, formerly 
the O'Mara house at 1794 Blackwell Rosa it 
how rented, The house built by Joseph and 
‘Joanna Smith at 1802 Blackwell Road is now 
downed by Met. Birdie Hext. The old Smith 
{arn now contains Blackwell School, the old 
‘nd new Blackwell United Churches, part of 
the Blackwell Cemetery and Darlen’s Cera: 
les, Alto still standing are the Prail, John 
Wheatley and Somes houst. 

‘Many of these houses have been consider 
ably altered and modernized since they were 
fiat erected 





‘The Albert James Howse 
Lot 39, Conesion 9, Sonia Township 





The Richrd Hordck hamster, Blackwell Sideroad 





The Okt homesteads were gradually brok 
fen up with the division of land to provide for 
Younger members of the family or new sot 
Hier More people continued to amie, some 
taking up building lots, constructing summer 
fo permanent homes. The greatest inflx of 
population occurred in the postwar period, 
following 1946. After the appearance of sev. 
fal subdivisions, the 1966 assessment roll in 
{he Blsckyrell School section reached. 632 





‘The Wheatley Family 


Another mame closely identified with 
the Blackwell community for over one hun: 
dred years is Wheatley 

"Thomas C, Wheatley acquirediot 4, Ninth 
Concession of Samia Township on 20 Deve 
ber 1871, from a member of Samuel Street's 
family. The lot extended from the shore of 
Late Huron south to the north shoreline of 
[Cake Wawanonh in all 834 acrs. (His father's 
‘home was at Froomefield) On lot 34, he bult 
hig own house, to whieh he brought hie bride 
Mise Abigail Clark’ of Sarnia, whom he mar 
ed. on duly 17, 1874. After her death in 
1884 he marred” (1888) Miss Margaret J.C 
Campbell who came from a noted Methodist 
family, cwa of her brothers having entered the 
‘minis. At his death March 28,1925 he was 
survived by his widow and six'chldren, He 
‘van buted in the family plot in the Methodist 
‘quarter ofthe Froomefild Cemetery 











Thomas C. Wheatley 1841 - 1925 
iploneer of Backes Church 





John and Walborg Wheatiey 


His son, John Wheatley, continued with 
the operation of he farm,” growing. mostiy 
fgirdon crops which he told on the farmers 
Market in Samia. For years he took his prod 
luce to market by ‘horse and wagon, John 
Wheetley: martied Walborg Constance Simen- 
ten and they had four children, Abigally Ab 
fred, Lilian (Mis. A.C. Francs) and Thomas 
‘After her father's death in 1980, Abigail con 
tinued to. live in the family house, 1896 
Blackwell Road, until her death on January 
25, 1979, 

‘Over the years various parcels of land 
were revered froin the orignal 58° acres, 
‘mostly for lake cottages and Year round dwell. 
ings. One of T.C. Wheatley"s great grandsons, 
John A. Wheatley has developed a Feidentiai 
‘ubdivison on part of the Wheatley land and 
Dresenly resider there with his family at 1867 
Pine Ridge Trai, 





Two Seat Buggy 
ol Wheatley. Mr Jobe Dhathey 
‘ign ad Lie 








‘The Telfer Century Farm 
contributed by Beatrice Telter 


In 1967 when Canadians were celebrating 
their Centennial Year, the Federation of Agr 
culture decided to honor all farms where mem= 
bers of the same family had lived continuous 
ly for a hundred years or more. One of these 
farms was located on the south weet commer of 
Lakeshore Road and Telfer Sileroed, where 
John and Beatrice Telfer made thei home, A 
‘Century sign was given to them, John made a 
frame for it and very proudly displayed it 
near” the sideroad, which bears the family 
fame, John passed away in 1970, but his wife, 
Beatrice stil ives inthe family home, 
John Telfer, who was the grandiether of 
‘the more recent John, was born in Dumfries, 
cotland and came to Canada in 1820 in 
charge of a boatload of settlers, He: made 
three trips back to Scotland for setters, who 
{ook up lund in the Galt district, where he 
also located, moving later to Owen Sound, 
John Telfer was married three times and fad 
{amily of eleven children 








(td house by the brickyard where the Tele faily od for a hile 





In 1865 John Telfer and his wife, Barbara, 
bought the farm, Lot 28, Concession 9, i 
Semis Township. (This farm was orginally 
Dutt of 214,199 acre tract of land purchased 
from the goverament by Samuel Street for 8 
{ew cente an sere In 1830,) In 1860 there was 
fon the farm's small wooden house called 
"Forteat Collage” 

Tin 1868 Mrs, Telfer died and John with 
the Younger members of the fall retard 
to Owen Sound. His older tons, Wiliam, Gi 
0n and George took over the farm. In 1869 
Gideon sold his share ‘of the farm #0 hiss 
ter, Mary, for $10, she Iter sold i to her 
bother, George, for §1,000., making a tidy 
profit on the ded, 

‘George, who was the father of the John 
Telfer we knew, later bought out the share of 
his brother, Wiliam, and 20 became fall own: 
er of the farm, The old deeds bear the name 
Of George Stevenson, asthe solicitor. Grand. 
father Telfer ater retuned from Owen Sound 
to reside with his son, George, end died here 
on November 12, 1871. He was buried in the 
‘emetery Basie’ St, Jobn’sinthe-Wildemes, 








Church, later being removed to Blackwell 
Cemetery 

‘George Telfer marred Emma Gotham and 
to them Wasbomn a son, Charles Alfred (Fred), 
‘who became one of the early photographer: 
ofthe disret Mrs Telfer died and afew years 
Inter George ‘married Mary Wilson, To. this 
Union was born four sons, Jolin, Gideon, 


George and William and four daughier, Mur 
tel, desl, Jean and Charlotte, Of thie family 
foro are ill living, dean and Charlotte (Mi, 
Fred Walker) who lve in Seria 





George Telfer wh hd a Brickyard om hi 
from 1870 ¢0 1900 








Born onthe Telfer frm demolished in 1976 
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CENTURY’ 
FARM 
1967 
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(Century Sgn om the Tele Fam 


Brick Business 


George ‘Telfer did some farming on the 
cleared land, but decided bettar living could 
be made in the brck-making business Inthe 
Inte 1870's he started a brickyard on the 
banks of what is now known as the Cull 
rnin. The log house was elf amie fom the 
brick yard and for convenlence, a smal fame 
house was built nearoy the brick kilns. Bet 
"e's husband, Jack, was born in that hou 

A voin of lay, suitable for making bic, 
zap along this ledge and some five bick-yards 
Sprung up on adjoining farms. The names of 
the other brick maker were Jamieson, Yeates, 
‘ames and Pilkey 

Bick from these yards was given to build 
the fire Methodist Church at Blackwell which, 
‘In 1980, te celebrating its Centennial, Many 
homes end public buildings in he area made 
‘rom this brick ate still nse today. 

"This venture prospered for some years and 
GGoorge wat able to td rooms to the family 
home and brick it over, Iti the sime bouse 
that Beatrice came to as a bride in 1998 and 
ill lives In at. 2088 Lakeshore Road. She 
finds seven bedrooms ate hardly ieeded for 
fone person, 

[At the tum of the century, withthe ad 
vent of cement blocks and increased labor 
ost, the brick-making was no longer a pay 
ing busines 3 the yard wat soon clove. 














Back to the Farming Lite 


For some years George, with the help of 
his sons, cleared more land” and continued 
farming. At his death in 1927 his sons, John 
and: Goorge took over the farm, Join buying 
‘out his brother's share in 1931. During the 
‘Years many crops have beet) grown Kein, 









sugar ects, soy beans and potatoes being the 

‘John and Beatrioe have a daughter, Mary 
Fem, who maried Keaneth Thee of Moore 
‘Township. They built a home on # lat from 
thr father's fem, They have acon and dah 
ter, Pemy and Vickie, to now five generations 
(of the family have lived onthe same fam. 

"There wae a hundred acres in the orginal 
frm, but through the years most of the land 
has been sold, During the 1980°s and 40s the 
land north of Lakeshore Road was divided 
Into lake lots and sold for simmer cottages, 
some to American people from Detroit and 
‘ther places, Now these have all become per= 
manent homes. Glenn and Audrey Garon 
Bought. seven eves, where tseir home and 
garden now is. In 1960 delin sold 18 acres on 
the south side of Blackwell Road, tote city 
of Samia for a Day Camp. 




























"The Telfer Home 





The maa part ata frame house when the fy same 165, It wa enlarged an bricked in 1892 
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Homestead to Sub-divsion 


In 1960, John algo sub-divided a trip of 
lund facing Donalda Street and the following 
people have homes there — Muriel and Nell 
Teekie, Win. and Anne Walker, Grace obvi 
fim and Jane Gallic, Jack and Francine De 
Woite, Win, and Margaret Korstanji Keith and 
Jean fieron, Honty and Sylvia Zantingh 

"n 1974, the farming land (92 acres) was 
told, then two years later ‘Begholm Invest 
‘mont Company bought most ofthe land north 
of the CNR. fora subdivision, Beatrice 
Kooping the family home and two acres sur 
rounding it ‘The paved stect isin and all the 
tervices installed. Recently, twa fine new 
Homes were bullt and i is hoped betore long 
thie whole aea will be developed 





‘Two major events in 1859 helped con 
Sidersby to open up Blackwell for setement 
uring the 1860's and 1870's: 


Desining Of Lake Wawanosh 


‘From an old map dated 30 October 1834 
it eapparent that the natural outlet of Lake 
Wawanosh was the Rivire Aux Perches It 
eft the south-eastery side of Lake Wawanosh 
sta location in line with Lot 21 of Concession 
9, end Just south of Michigan Road and fol: 
lowed a meandering course in a noreaster. 
Jy direction, flowing into Lake Huron then, as 
4 does now in Lot 4 of Samia Township, just 
‘west of St dolin'sin.the Wilderness Chueh, 

Tn his diary, Henry J. Jones has a number 
fof entvies refering to Lake. Wawanosh, 
‘Apa 1, 1854 "Went near to Wawanosh’s 
lake with Robt. in skitf, did nat see a single 
duck either in the prairie or above it, spear 
fda. sucker and bought a museanoges from 
fhe Tadians.""~ April 29, 1834 — "Went to 
Waw ike and back in my’ eanoe in aft.” 

By the year 1855, much of the best and, 
suitable for farming east of the town of Sarnia 
‘and south of the London Road had been occu: 
pied by settlers, To make more land available, 
the draining of Lake Wawanosh was under 
taken. In the August 30, 1855 issue of the 
Sarnia Observer appears & notice of a Sarit 
‘Township By-Law to raise £600 to drain Lake 
Wawanosh, Up uati tht time, Lake Wawan- 
‘sh had been untouched and had remained as 
Crown land. It appears to have ‘alen fou 
years to get formal approvals for the project 





Before work was commence, 
Malcolm Cameron, well-known enter. 
prenier and business mn’ in the Town of 


1 


Sarnia was the member for Lambton County 
In the Legislative Assembly in Toronto 1858- 
1860. He was volved inthis matter, as ev 
denced by a handwritten note to someone on 
Samia Township Councl, which reads asf: 
lowe: 








“Toronto, Feby. 18,1859 
Dear Sie 

"You must get a petition sent down pray 
ing for a bill to enable the township to hold 
the lands drained by Lake Wawanosh and 
‘whatsoever thou dose do quickly. 

Yours 
M, Cameron 
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‘This letter and the accompanying call for 
tender for the digging of the ditch were pro 
vided by George L- Smith 

‘Mr, Lorne damieson who stil lives on the 
Jamieson homestead, Lot 24 on the shore of 
Lake Iluron, says thatthe Cull Drain was org 
inally dug bj his grandfather to drain hi frm 
land only. Apparent it must have been ex- 
tended in” sages to drain more land to the 
south and” west. The 1850 extension” wat 
Imade for the purpose of draining Lake W 
‘wanosh. In doing so, not only Lake Wawan. 
‘ah but alto two mile rreteh of the Riviere 
Sux Perches was drained or de-watered as well. 
In bis dary Henry J. Jones recorded, “Sept 
ember 7, 1859 ~ walked with John, Faith 











NOTICE. 


TENDERS will be receive at the Office 


of the Clerk of the Township of Sarnia, for the 


DIGGING OF A DITCH, 


from the end of 


THE GULL DRAIN TO LAKE WAWANOSH, 


(about half a mile), till the 12th August next, at 10 a. m. 
Tenders are to sta price per rod, for a Ditch four 
feet six inches deep, and five feet wide at bottom, with a 
slope of nine inches to every foot of depth. 
The Tenders are also to state the price per rod for a 
and two feet broad at bottom, with a 
above Ditch, 
Openings will be required to be 
yards, for a dista 
side of the Ditch. 
‘The Council of the Township of Sarnia is to be at libert 
to choose which Ditch shall be dug, and it docs not bind it. 
self to accept the lowest tender. 
All parties g, are required to give in with th 
tenders the names of two responsible persons, who will be 
willing to become sureties for the due performance of 


the work.--By order, 
P. T. POUSSETT, 
Sarnia, 29th Fly, 1856. TOWNSHIP CLURK. 
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‘ome and Robert to the new works in progress 
{or draining Lake Wawanosh, Judging by the 
commencement itl lkely to be s very well 
txectted jod, but whether i wil be effective 
Temaine to be seen.” Robert. Faithome 
(799-1884) ‘who. occupied Lot 13, about 
Inidway betwoun the Brigden and Waterworks 
Slderoads, later sued the Township of Sarnia 
<laiming damages which had been suffered it 
‘consequence of the water of the Rivire ax 
Perches having been caried away by the drain 
in question, Chu injuring his property 

lake Wawanosh having been drained in 
1859, apparently the farmers further to the 
south, from Michigan Avenue to the London 
oad, made application to improve the drain 
age on their land. tn the May’ 10, 1867 issue 
fof the Samia Observer appears a notice of & 
‘Sarna Township By aw to extend Wawanosh 
Diteh, the cost to be. stoned to affected 
property owners in Concessions VI, VIl and 
VII. The point of commencement was ap 
proximately 3,300 feet south of the London 
Road, on Buackwell Sideroad, ‘The ditch sill 
‘rouse the London Road, jurteart of Mode: 
land Road and from there runs in north 
easterly direction, through the bottom land 
ff what used to be Lake Wawanosh, to join 
the arlice drainage channel to Lake Huron, It 
faze to be known as Cull Drain, 

‘The Township Sideroads and the Bighth 
Concession Road, (Michigan Read) had been 
laid out in the Gnginal Towaship survey of 
1829. After the draining of Lake Wawanosh 
‘In 1850, eighteen years went by before Mich. 
fgin Rotd war extended ehrough the old lake 
Bottom trom Telfer Siderond to. Modeland 
Sideroad, In his diary, Henry J. Jones te 
corded, “March. 15, 1877 ~ walled by the 
‘ew toad across Wawanosh Lake, which T 
{ound miserably bad. 

‘1910, appealing a drain assessment, a 
local resident suid in part: "The Cull Drain 
‘Was made about fity years ago, Aeris com: 
pletion the Wawanosh lands were dry enough 
fo have made a race cote upon." You 
‘will note that in Footnote 5, Lae Wawanosh 
Was excopted from the grant of land made to 
Samuel Street. In 1860 Wawenosh lake bed 
was granted by the Crown to the Municip 
Corporation of the Township of Sarnia, Ie wat 
surveyed in 1862 by” Ales Davidson, Public 
Land Surveyor and ind out in lots. The plan 
Was registered inthe Registry Office of Lamb- 
ton County, 22 May 1862. Tt appears that 
transforsof ‘tle to the frst owners were by 
tax deeds signed by the Treasurer and Warden 
of Lambton ‘County, some of them being 
Gated I June 1875, 




















‘The railway building ea in Canada began 
Jn 1897-88, Of neces, Use early kettles 
along the shares of River'St. Clair and Lake 
Hiaron. travelled mostly by’ water, (soe A 
History of Lambion County by Jean Turnbull 
Elford’ 1967 page 13). Later on, ere tas 
through the Oush and swamps afforded some 
communication by landy mostly in the winter 
when the marshes were frozen over, In T8317, 
the fest mail azrived in Samia by horseback 
from ‘London. On January 7, 1840 9. post 
stage was inaugurated from and to London. 

"in 1836-4 deputation was sen from Sarnia 
to Toronto to promote the bullding of «rail. 
‘ay line fo Sarnia. When that finally happen. 
ft about 22 oF 28 years later, not ane tit 
{ito competing lines were but Henry 3. Jones 
reported in his dary, December 29, 1858 — 
“Malcolm ‘Cameron called and! atid’ that the 
cars are running on the Sarnia branch of the 
Great Westem as of yeeterday™ ‘The Great 
Western ran trom London to the foot of 
Ferny" Dock Hill, Cromwell Strest in Samia, 
‘where the orignal train etation was built 

Tn 1858 nogotiations were under way for 
the purchase of a 100 f. wide rightofway 
through. the ‘Ninth “Concesion ‘of Sarnia 
Township for a Grand Trunk Raikeay ine 
from Stratford to Point Edward, Henry 4. 
‘Jones recorded October 10, 1888 ~ "Walked 
ie" Maxwell with Robert the greater part of 





The second Hackl Station ofthe Gand Tank 
Matiay the fst tation ws dentayed by fw 





the way. on the new rallway track ~ @ fine 
work" October 16, 1888 — “"Dined at Johns 
In company with Aunt Sue, Robert Falthorne 
hd glis; during dinner our parly was Join 

ft by Louisa, W. Vidal and Me. Timms, cash 

ler of the GT-R. who paid me $219.00 for 
the right of way through my’ lands”. Septem 

ber 1, 1859 "in the afternoon walked sith 
Robert, Lovina and Bess to Point, Baward 

here we Inspected the railway works, which 
te very extensive and well constructed, One 
ianary 1s Just the length of the Great Bas. 

fr, (a steam ship) about the eighth of alle 
Tong 

"The GIR. bad stations at Blackwell, 
Perche (Waterworks Sidetoad) and Camlachie 
‘The original station at Blackwell ood be 
fide the tacks some distance ‘west of the 
Blackwell Sideroad, TL had lving quarters for 
the station agent and his family. About 1877 
this building was eet on fie from passing 
{rain and bumed down, It was replaced by 3 
‘all sation near the Siderond 

‘Gravel for ballast for the new right-of 
vay was dug from a gravel pit on the north 
fide of the tracks, extending westward from 
{he Blackwell Siderond, 

Originally the Grand Trunk Rasy ran 
straight from Blackwell to Point Edward. Ta 
ISS2' the Great Western Raiiway and the 
Grand Trunk Railway were amalgamated and 
‘were known as the Grand Trunk Railway. The 
Train tunnel under the St_ Clatr River was 
completed and put into. operation in Apel 
1891, ‘New ‘tacke were laid fom Modeland 
Road at Cathar Blvd, unig south, paral 
lel to Murphy Moad, aid joining the mainline 
tracks, south of Campbell Street, Cathcart 
Boulevard today. is the abandoned G.T-Je 
right-of-way from  Modeland Sideroad to 
Pine Bawa, 

‘Once the tes and rails were ni, they had 
to be Kept in proper repair. To potform this 
‘wore, the Grand Trunk divided thei tekage 
Into Sections, each section belng manned by 2 
Section gana under Une supervision of & ae 
tion foremen. Originally there were throe sec 
tons In the vllnity of Blackwell, From the 
Sarnia station to Purdy’, just east of Mode 
land Sideroad, the section foreman kat Joe 
Bresette. He and. hie family lived in the 
*aeetion house” located on the north side of 
the tracks, just west of Modetand Sideroad, 
‘This house was moved to" 1914 Blackwell 
‘Road and wat avrted and oocupled by Lloyd 
fd Margaret sitter next ¢o their greenhouse 
fant the 1970'e It iy all there today, Mrs 
Herman sitter who resides at 1673 Blackwell 
‘Roed says that she her memories of living i 
the house in ite onginal loction. Orpha's 
father war Joe Bresette! 
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‘The next section was from Purdy’s east 
to Faithoene', half way betveen Brigden and 
Waterworks Siderosds, The ‘section house’ 
was located just west of Blackwell Sideroad 
‘onthe south side of the tracks, It was moved 
fist on Blackwell Road and it the hove 
‘where his, Earl Hardie lves today. The sec 
tion foreman was John Joynt, followed later 
by ba Culley. 

"The next section was from Falthome's 
cast to Camlachie 

‘In the beginning, the section ging travel: 
dup and down the trac in the heat of sum. 
ter of the chilling cold of a winter blizzard 
(Oh. manually-operated handears. On them 
‘were carried the tools, spikes, splice plate, 
Bolts, washers, lunch pall and’ men. Later 
fon, the handeatt Were replaced by gasoline: 
‘powered jiggers. In those days the rosdbeds 
‘were kept in excellent condition compared to 
the rough ralweys of today, maintained by 20 
tailed moder, sophisticated mechanical 
‘equipment. 

"The fist station agent at Blackwell was 
amet Steel and he was followed by Emest 
E Pety, Fraderick W. MeCordic and Albert 
IM. Cusnck. ‘The lait agent when the station 
‘was closed was Harvey Smith, who was moved 
to Ass Craig. After that Blackwell was ag 
op, until passenger service was discontinued 
bout. 1952. Towards the end, one "mixed" 
{rain van each day, made up of one passenger 
ouch, several box cars and 8 caboose, The 
{ttle lackwell station shown in the photo 
raph was later demolished, 

Mr. Lloyd Sitter recalls the bustling days 
of the GT, in the 1910 to 1915 era, The 
Tine theoughllackwel handied eight passenger 
‘aains per day, Tour east bound and four west 
hound: Of these the 5:00 pam, east bound anc 
‘the 11:00 am, west bound were mixed tains, 
having both Sreght and passer cars. In 42 
dition there war one “way freight” in each 
firection daily, which picked up freight here 
land there along the way. Also thare were at 
Teast se through freght tains wese bound & 
day, many loaded wth logs destined for the 
CCloeland'Saenia Sawmill, At this ime, both 
the Blackwell branch and what is the C.N-R. 
tain Line today were single weck. Generally 
the west bound freight tains travelled west 
‘rom Stratford on the Blacewell branch and 
‘etumed east on the south line to London, In 
fffet, the trackage was operated ata 100». 
‘luckivell was on the mainline between Mon. 
‘weal and Chicago in thoce days 

"The government of Canada acquired the 
capital stock of the Grand Trunle Railway’ in 
1920 and in January 1923, the amalgamation 
of the GTR. with Ube Canadian National 























Railways was approved 

‘After ‘the south branch trom Sarnia to 
London was doubletracked ‘the old line 
through Blackwell was retained as @ by-pnse 
fn ease of trouble on the mainline. However 
is the past 2 of 3 years, has not een seed 
all 

Tk wat on May 24, 1844 that Samuel 
Morse demonstrated the practical use of the 
telegraph, asa tueans of sending mesmges over 
‘wie. Almost anyone over thirty years of age 
{ouday who had oceasion to vist an tended 
tailway’ station remembers the distinctive 
found of the telegraph repeater clicking out 
lots and dashes, I seme that tellgraphy and 
rallroading ware a natural combination from 
the sart of the ‘allway era, The telegraph 
Doles and wices followed the railway righteot- 
tray across te county, 

In 1080, sti dificult to imagine the im 
pact on a community that the coming of the 
Tallvay brought with it im 1859, Up nel its 
‘appearance the fastest meats of travel was by 
Stage coach, ‘The lelephone was not invented 
by Alexander Graham Bell until 1874, The 
‘How of people, goods and words by railway 
and telegraph dispeliod the isolation of many 

‘Blackwell owes its name to the Grand 
Trunk Railway, When the line wae built the 
station was named Blackwell after Thomas E. 
Blackwell, General Manager of the G:T-R- in 
Canada from 1897 to 1869. In 1979 Edward 
Phelps received an inquiry from a grandson in 
Vancouver, whose name ie Blackwell seeking 
Information about his grandeather 








ROADS 


‘The Township Sideroads and the Eighth 
Concession line (Michigan Road) were lad 
‘out in the anginal township survey in 1899, 
In that same year, Sir John Colborne was ap 
pointed Lt. Governor of Upper Cansda, The 
following information ts given on Page 72 of 
the book “Lambton County's Hundeed Year, 
1810" 1049" by Vietor Latriston 








“During the administration of Sie John Col 
home, the attention of the government was 
Frequently directed to the detenceless condi 
tion of the wester frontier. Hence came Sit 
John's visit to the St. Clair in 1885, Colborne, 
Sudying the situation, gave orders forthe sur 
woying of the most direct and feasible route 
from London, where it was planned to estab 
lsh a great military depot, toa point on Lake 
Huron convenint tothe wester frontier. 








"The survey under the ablest engineers of 
the time, followed the line of the Egremont 
oad, and reached the shore of Lake Huron 
14 miles northeast of The Rapids (renamed 
Por Sarin) 


Here the surveyors found an admirable 
site for a town; and the government, on thelr 
tvice, authorized the surveying of town 
$e, whieh was done in 1840. 

Mail was established from Chatham to 
Errol, where A.P. Toulmin was the fie por. 
masicr and it was only asa incident thet the 
‘artier on his weekly fips on Toot stopped at 
‘Sema to leave mail for that rather negligible 
hamlet. Frvol, at that time, was definitely ve 
garded as the more important community of 
the two, 

eee the Commissioners Courts were hes 
and here centered auch ited self government 
45 the unorganized county had 

‘Though it hs long since reverted to arm 
land, a romantic interest wil always attach to 
the “ghost town" of Erol, For Errol wat 
planned to be the county town, and its early 
Alenizons pictured i metropolis 














In time a dirt road wat extended from 
Port Sarnia to Errol It ran continuowaly in & 
northeasterly direction trom north Chrsting 
Street until it came out t0 the Lakeshore 
Road. Te stil exists In several tectons in the 
City of Sarnia. From Murphy Road where it 
now peter out, it continied in north: 
fasterly direction and crossed the Grand 
‘Trunk tracks about hale way between Murphy 
oad and. Modeland Sidetoad, through the 
[Bveland property where an abandoned gravel 
pit still @xsts on the north de of Catheart 
Boulevard, Bary in the 1900's this section of 
the Erol Road was closed and in 1916, the 
section of the Erzol Road from the Bveland 
property cast to the Telfer Sideroad became 
EEnown as the Lakeshore Road, 

Local lore indicates tht the ovginal road 
slong the lake shore, east of Telfer Siderond, 
‘as washed out by & storm and abandoned i 
1850, ‘The second oad disappeared in the 
disastrous storm of November 9 1919. A 
{hid road” was constructed, again near the 
water's edge leaving approximately 60 Teet be: 
toon the lake margin and the sige of the 
pavement. By 1959 it was forescen that this 
Toad could be in Jeopardy and 8 fourth toad 
‘was constructed, located adjacent tothe north 
Side of the CNR. right-of-way, frou Telfer 
Sideroad east to Camlachie, Due to extremely 
high water levels In the ‘Great Lakes and. 
devastating storm which started on March 17, 
A075, the: third voad was severely damaged 
Up to 50 feet of property along the shoreline 














wus tumbled into the ike, The conerets road. 
tray east of the Brigden Sideroad and at 
Bright's Grove was undermined and collapsed 
In the fall of 1072, Samia Townehip Council 
had issued a contre for the construction of 
froynes along the beach ares, The March 19, 
1973. isue of the Sarnia Observer states, 
“Construction of the grosmes has been ham 
ered by: poor fall weather, but Reeve (Ken 
beth) James said he doubted that they would 
fave been of any benefit with the type of 
form that hit the aren during Ue lst hee 
Gays.” ‘The third rosd was abandoned in sce 
tions between the Telfer and. Waterworks 
Siderouds From the Waterworks ‘Sileroxt 
fast to Pereh Crock the road was reconstruct: 
‘et and numerous groynes have been installed 
"The east-west Blackwell Road which fol 
lows the higher ground north of Lake Wawan 
‘sh, was opened afler petitions were made to 
the’ Samia Township Council and. the road 


BLACKWELL POST OFFICE. 


Blackvell Post Office was established on 
January 1, 1888, undor the name of Blackwell 
‘Station, The name was changed to Blackwell 
fom February "1, 4889. Peter Wellington Jr. 
‘was the first postmaster and served until Oc 
tober 1, 1905, He was succeeded by T. C. 
Wheatley’ who kept the post office until it 
wes closed on August 3, 1912, with the ad 
vont of rural tre delivery. Many small post 
bifices in the county were closed at this time. 
The two. postmaster kept the office in thelr 
homes. The Blackwell area is now eerved by 
Rural Route. Number ‘Three, Samia’, and 
Rural Route Number Five, Sarnia. The pres- 
tent rufsl tall courier for’ RiR-2 is Geneva 
Wasson and for Rs 5 is Marianna Eston, St 
lurday rural mal delivery was discontinued on 
February 8, 1979. 


allowance war given by the lot holders in 
ist 


FOOTNOTES 
(CHAPTER ONE 


1, This name means “one who speaks a slightly different language. 


2. From the Univenity of Western Ontario Museum of Indian Archasology we have a descrip 

tion of how the fishnets were made 

The willow bark ie fit shredded, then soaked in water. The fibres ar rolled etwean the 
palm of the hand and a piece of hide laid over the knee, until the desired size and length are 
DSblained, These rings are then woven into a net by means of a wooden shuttle and net 
peer, 

"This net, sf Kept submerged beneath the water, will last for a long period but if lt dry, 
vill deteriorate rapidly 


8, Information on the Chippewas is from “The history of Chippewas of Samia andthe history 
of the Sarnia Reserv,” by ex Chief Nicholas Plain, 195. A copy of the treaty may be seen 
fh the Lambton Regisry Oifice or in Vol. of "indian Treaties & Surrenders,” published by 
Brown Chamberlin, Ottawa, 1891, The grant divided Lambton County along the nozh 
boundary of Sombra. Township. South of that line the tetory was inched m a previous 
rant to the Crown, Present-day Lambton County was at fst part of Kent County and was 
fevered from it in 1849 

4. Street was a promoter in alge way and had extensive Business dealings in Southern Ontario, 

5. Summary of Samuel Streets Crown Grant of 1830, 

‘Grant to Sumuel Street, of Stamford Twp. Lincoln County, Niagara District, of part of 
the Township of Sarnia, County of Kent, Wester District, Concession Soven, Lote 1-23; 
Concession Fight, Lots 1-18; Gore Concession, Lots I; Concession 8, oF Front, Lots 1-3, 
1:13, 1860: that tr Commencing at the waters edge of Lake Huron on the botndary be: 
twoch the Point Baward government reserve and Lot 68, Con. 8, south 110 chains to the 
present London Road, east along te London Road to the houndaty between the townships 
ff Samia and Plympton, north to the water's edge of Lake Huron, southwestedy along the 
‘waters edge to the pout of beginning. Lote 4,5, 1417 were not included iv ths gant, 
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having been already granted, and tho grant also states... reserving the allowance for roads 
and the waters of a mall Ike, commonly known as Waveanosh’s Lake, within the above de 
Seribed tact, together with free acces tothe shores of Lake Huron for all yssels, boats, and 
Other person, [the rant] containing 14,199 acres more ot es 

‘Onderin-Council Tth day of December, 1830, under the administration of Sir John Col 
borne, K-C.B., Lieutenant Governor, 

Putchase money paid to the Commissioner for Crown Lands — £4,350) Currency.” 


Note — Lots 4,5, 14.17, inthe Ninth Concession, which were not included in the grant 
to Samuel Strect, had been previously granted to Henty Jones, forthe ste of the well-csowa 
“Jones Sttiement.”" Stret registered s Patent Returns in 1841 


A financial picture of the post office can be grind from the following figures: 








Date Revenue Salary 
1888 $2.50 
1892 12.00 
1896 1200 
1900 16.00, 
1904 25,00, 
1908 35.00, 
pisty 38.00 





Information on the Post Office was supplied by Mr, R. H. MeNabb, Diroctor of Operations 
Post Office Department. Ottawa, 





CHAPTER TWO 


The History of Blackwell Church 
Methodist Era 
1876-1925 





(dBc Church bit in 1880 


‘The earliest record of religious services in 
Blackwell has boen found in the minutes of 
the. August 1876" meeting of the ‘Official 
Bourd of the Point Baward Mthodirt Circuit, 
‘These minutes record that the Point Edward 
congregation was asked to withdraw one se 
‘ice monthly to enable the minister to preach 
21 Blackoell a tat time," 

“Thomas James (1826-1908) is believed to 
have been the founder of Blackwell Chute, 

‘Blackwell was fist listed under the name 
Lake Shore in the Report of the Missionary 
Society of the Primitive Methodist Church in 
(Canada for 1876-772 
fe name changed to Blackwell in the 
1879.80 Teport. Blackwell wat part of the 
Plympton’ Mission ‘Station ‘which between 
AST4 end 1884 was composed of Wyoming, 
Sproule's, Bethesda (Sixth Line of Piymp 
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ton), Zion (Tenth Line of Moore), Jackson's 
(London Road), Marthaile, Wanstead, Lake 
Shore (Blackwell, and Brock, 

The Plympton Station hed three churches 
and three other preaching places by 1817 
‘Apparently @ neve church was built on the cit 
atin each of the following three years. It 
fannot be established however which church 
‘was opened in these years. 

In the PAM. Misionary Report the follow. 
ing from Blackwell are listed aa contsbuting 
tothe missionary cause between 1876 and 
480: Mr, and Nr. Joseph Smith, Thomas 
dames, Mrs. Richardson, Melisa Richardson, 
Mary James, Thomas C, Wheatley, Anthony 
Jackson, ‘Nicholas and Guy" Francis, Hain 
‘ames, James Repking, Aggie Morrison, and 
‘Stephen Richardson, Laier names were Yeates, 
Oliver, Rice, Parker and Swaine 

"The first minister of Blackwell Church 
was the Rev. Thomas Boyd, who preached on 
the Plympton Station in 1876-7. He was fol 
lowed by’ Ret. Robert ‘Thompson (1877.81) 
and Rev. Thomas Army (1881-4)°- 

The’ congregation, through its trustees, 
‘Thomas ames; Hawin dames and. Emest 
Petey, acquired a 3/4 acre tract of land for a 
‘church and cometery in’ 1880. and had, the 
‘church erected in the fall of that year’. It 
Was built of white brick, had a shingle root 
and could seat 125 persons. Henry Procuinier 
‘ho lived ina log house on lot 49, concession 
8, was the contractor. No doubt the congre 
ition provided volunicer labour, and the To 
‘i Beickmakers donsted the bricks, 

‘The late Mis, Mary K,(Minnie) Hardick of 
Detroit, who once taught Sunday School in 
Blackwall and who had John Wheatley among 
her pupils, wrote: "The church was lighted by 











oil lamps at first, one to a window. ‘Then 
tea.meeting. wis Held fo rae money for more 
bil lamps anda chandelier to hang trom the 
flings A big potbellied stove gave feat. The 
big day wae when we got the organ With Miss 
Annie’ James presiding. Then a seller was 
ult forthe horses, 

‘The following men and ther families were 
leader: ‘Thomas James, Stephen Richardson, 
Joseph Smith, James Crag, Jacob Somes, and 
Mark Wellingion and others from the Errol 
istrict were on hand with their help, Other 
families of the early days of the ehurch were 
Yeaten, Holt, Modeland, Stuart, Galie, Wi 
son, Taylor, Graham, Logan, Hall, Sptling, 
‘and Wheatle 

"The potbellied stove of Mrs, Hardick’s 
day gave way to a Queboe heater and {in 
tam fo.an oll burner. The eoal oll imps sa” 
vice til the late twenties when electric lights 
oplaced them. Mr. T. C. Wheatley was pre 
‘entor until the ft organ was obttind. This 
‘gan was in sie antl 1908 when & new one 














was purchased by the Ladies’ Aid and Trust 
es, About 1918 the Young People’s Union 
presented an ofyan which Was Used until the 
Spening of the new ‘hatch in 1055. These 
‘ere "all foot-pedaL-operated reed organs. 





Methodist Union 


The union of the Canadian Methodist 
Chueh, Methodist Episcopal Chureh, Primi 
tise Methodist Church, and Bible Christian 
Church became effective on duly 1, 188%" 
‘The Inter two wore relatively minor froups of| 
about equal siz. With this union Blackwell 
became part of the Camlachie Circuit of the 
new Methodist Church of Canada slong with 
Bethe, Sixth Line of Plympton (Bethesta), 
London Road Fast (Oban), London Road 
West, and Fourth Line of Samia (rwin’s), 
‘This ‘arrangement continued until 1902 and 
the ministers for this period were 











‘The Choir of Blackwell Methodist Church sbout 1906 


Ie front Margaret West, 


Front Rous Mr. Ricird Hrd, Mrs. Albert James, Res 


Georg 


A.M, MeCallowgh, Hate Wert Mrs Thomas H 


Back Rows Mra Fr Wes, James Hashand, Eéard Brown, Care Francis 
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Dring hie pastorate on the Camlachie Ci. 
cult, the Rev. L, Barlet wrote a book on the 
Ute of Uncle Joa Littl. Kev. Alex. tapson,a 
former Samia minister, informs us that the 
above. mentioned probationer, his. father, 
made his headquarter while travelling on the 
‘Camlachi circuit at the home of Mr. snd Mrs 
‘Joseph Wood on the London Rosd. James 
‘ster, the probationer in 1884, lator return- 
‘el to preach on the Point Edward clreult in 
3026, His two tons, Camet and Carlyle are 
both in the ministry, Gamet being recom 
‘ended ¢o Lambton Presbytery at a candi: 
te by the Point Edward ‘Charge Official 
Board in 1929, 

"The Point Edward Circuit consisting of 
Blackwell, London Road West and Point Ea 
‘ward, Was formed atthe boginning af the con- 
Terence year 19023 and the ministre to 1926 
1902-5 — Rev, Thomas A. Steadman 
1905.5 — Rev. Andrew Montgomery 

‘MeCulloush 
1908-11 — Rev. Clarke F, Logan, B.A. 
1911-14 — Rev. Wiliam A, Walden, BA, 
1914.17 — Rev. Burton H. Robinson, MA 
1917.20 — Rev. Reginald A. Brook 
1920-29 — Rev, doh. Durrant 
1023.26 — Rev. Wl, Hughes, Po. 


"The official Board of this circuit fet met 
‘on August 4, 1002, in the parsonage at Point 
Baward and set the ministers lary at 
{$800.00 ‘The minister roported. that tro 
dallas would cover his moving expenses, Of 
‘cial Board representatives wero elocted and 
from Blackwell Usey were William dames and 
‘TC. Wheatley. At subsequent meetings repre 
Senatives to he Board from the Congregs: 
tions (called Socioty Representatives) and the 
Sunday Schools, and delegates to. financial 
distrct_meetings ‘were appointed. District 
Visitors were also chowen and they fulfilled 
ome of the duties of the present-day Blfrs. 
From time to time the ‘Official Board te 
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rewed the licens of local preachers, one of 
‘whom was TC. Wheatley 

"The earliest known, membership roll of 
Blackwell Church is that of 1902 which lite 
thie four members? 

"The oldest known minutes of a trustee 
board meeting read as follows: “A meeting 
‘was called by Hey. A.M. McCullough, chat 
Iman excofficio, and held October 3, 1908, 

Mr. W. Jamies reparted the net proceeds of 
the ocent Harve! Home. teamecting of 
$26.11; in addition to this Mrs. West holds 
$14.80, the proceeds of last winter's ten 
meeting, and $3.23 from the thankeoffering 
(of 1908, a total of $44.14. It was moved by 
W, James, seconded by P, Wellington, that the 
chair be authorized to spand [a sum) not ex 
‘ceeding ten dolls On the purchase of muse 
books. Carried. Moved by T. C. Wheatley, 
stconded by P. Wellington, that the meeting 
‘adjour to the call ofthe char, 
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‘Quarter Communion Ticket, August 1859 
‘rior othe Budding ofthe Plckcl Church, Thomas 
Coie sitended the Wesleyan Methodet Charch 



















The Methodist Church, 


ible he We eats Cah BS 
Exshet ators 


The Methods Church Quarterly Ticket 
ort 80 


"The Board of Trustee, which acted inthe 
capacity of the present-day. Stewards and 
‘Trustees, rom 1905 to 1908, was made up of 
Thomas Wheaticy, secretary; Wiliam James, 
‘Treasurer; Peter Wellington, Fred Somes St 
snd Thomas dames. With the passing of Peter 
Webington and Thomas James in 1908, John 
Burden and James Pullen were appointad #2 
thelr positions 





































time was Annie Hayes, the stepdaughter of 
‘James Craig. In 1896 the married Haward J 
Hutchinson, She and her husband lived on 
farm onthe London Road, She was the 
mother of Alber Hutchinson and grea-grand. 
mother of Ron Hutchinson, « present member 
Sf Blackwell United Chureh. Annie Hayes 
Stepifather, James Craig and. mother, Ellen 
(Cenig, ae buted in Blackwell Cemetery. 


In 1908, when the pastor's salary was 
'$750100, the aystem came in of paging the 
Salary and other eiveut accounts et the rate 
ff Torts per cent each for Point Edward and 
London foad West and twenty per cent for 
Blackwell 








‘The following have been organists: Annie 
Hayes, Hattie West, Mr Richard Hapdick 
is. HL R- Dent, Misses Irene Hardick, Abigail 
Wheatley, Lillin Wheatley, Dorothy Smith, 
Coneta, Wiest, Mist “Ay. Wheatley was. thet 
‘organist again and continued inthis position 
for over twenty years with the exception of 
‘one year when Mrs, John Feri played, 


A Choir Note 
contributed by Mis. Albert Hutchinson 





In 1896-98 the Superintendent of the 
‘Camlachie Cireuit of the Methodist Church of 
Canada was Bev. Wa, Henry Graham, B.A. 
Blackstll Church war one of six churches on 
this crit, In 1897-98 Alex Rapson was the Sach ond Minnie 
Probationer, The organist st Blackwell this 
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Certificate of Baptism 


This Certifies that... Baceade ogee 
Infant ee, of, Augie Wak. cme merraee 
bom in Biasewiem seroma on he eth dey ot NereHden 


19,3... was this day baptized by me, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, ad of 
the Holy Spirit, according to the Discipline and Practice of the Methodist Church. 
We hg ee Chi nthe Caper of Chri lk Ma 0: 116 int. be may 


be intr and rained nthe dane, pias and ute of th Cian slo, an at that 
Ie ny ever bea ue Sle of fous Chri, te 10:24 3, ands alma a ally Cc, 
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Addition of Vestibule to Church 


In 1909 the ‘Trustee proposed to add a 
vestibule to the front of the church snd they 
tked the chairman, Rev, C.F. Logan, £0 su 
fest to the Ladies Aid that if they would a 
fume half the expenses, the board would pro: 
eed with the work a soon as they reeled 
fbecriptions for the other bal. The Aid re 
‘led a follows Sopt. 1, 1909 "., Mr. Logan 
{ras present and some business wit the True 
tees ae talked over. Moved by Mrs. Teter, 
Seconded by Mis. George that we accept the 
Fequast of the Trustee Board to undergo one 
fal the expense of building & porch to front 
Of church, provided they agroe to their share 
ofthe cost of putting a temporary shed back 
bf chuteh with sufficient accommodation for 
stove, a table and whatever elses necesary 
to’ prepare for entertainment. Cais." ‘The 
comment of the Board on thls ation is a8 
follows! “The chairman having lid before the 
board a minute from the recent mecting of 
the Ladies Ald relative to our request that 
they assist to the extent of onesalt toward 
the erection of the proposed porch, it was 
moved by Win. James and seconded by 

Wheatley that we accept the condition of 
the Ald embracing as ft docs the erection of a 
ooivahed ace of the chureh to be put up in 








‘Travel by Democrat 


timo for their forthcoming tex-mecting, but 
since the Trustees have no money i the 
‘Treasury, they request the Aid not to unduly 
press them in the matter of meeting their halt 
‘Sf the cost ofthe atte and they trust that the 
‘Aid will stand by them until the cost of the 
entire work i ralted." At a subsequent meet 
ing of the Trustos, “the chairman reported 
having met the Ladies” Aid at thelr lst meet- 
ing and having procured from them an aseur- 
ance of thelr cordial acceptance of the action 
ff the Trusts relative to meeting the cost of 
ooksshed.” The building of the porch and 
‘hed wae undertaken and finished in year at 
‘cost of about $178, 





‘Travel by Car 
‘Albert Jck and EmetneWelington in thie 1916 


‘Gry Bor ean manafectured in Chatham, Ontario 





The following is quoted from the Official 
Board minutes: “A communication fom the 
Rev. 8. D. Chown, sceretary of temperance 
snd moral reform, was fead by Une seoretary 
tnd blank forms for petitions tothe legisla 
Ure regarding the improvement of laws re 
Iauing to racetrack gambling were presented, 
‘when ie was moved and seconded that the 
Same be placed for signatures in the hands of 
the committees on temperance and moral re 
form at the soveal churches, sucessively. to 
be returned fo our pastor a soon as posible 
Carel,” 

Tater, on November 9, 1911, minute 
reads "in view of the probable’ oncoming 
ote for the repeal of local option in the 
Township of Sarni che following committee 
wat appointed to look after temperance inter 
fete in the contest: Jared Moore (conven), 
W. Mara, H-T, Modeland and Jamet Beaty 

‘in May, 1912, Point Edvard chuzeh bad 
45 members, London Road West 37 and 
Blackwell 60 

‘The envelope system had often been dis: 
cussed at Offical Board meetings Envelopes. 
‘were first used in Blackwell Church searing 
May 6, 1912, when the total Sunday collec 
tion was $1.87. There were seventeen original 
envelope hoiders, 

Ta 1912 the church purchased a small 
place of ground on the south side ofthe Black: 
Well Ros Tor th site ofa church shed”. This 
foment block structure was litle used af 4 
Horse shelter as the automobile was just bogin 
ning to replace the horse ss 4 raeals of tran 
portation. Te shed was used for storage and 
for a rink shanty. The rink was located west 
of the shed where the new chureh was erected 
4p 1955. The shod Was torn down in 1949 and 
the blocks sold to the Township, The founda 
ton may stil be wen, 

in 1914 the ehusch was reshingled, The 
congregation decided Uo lake's special offer- 








Ing, followed by an entertainment, to de 
fray the cost and a committee was pointed 
to organize a singling bee, 

The pastor's slay in 1917 was $1,000.00 
and at ctriain. sum for “horse keep on ca 
eas alto ranted. Evidently. the Rev. MMe 
Brook, pastor at that time, Was the fin min 
ister onthe ect ta havea at. 


Finance Committee 


‘The Official Board mites of 1915 state 
“Moved and seconded that since In the opin- 
Jon ofthis hoard the presnt system of finan 
Ing our local. churches places too heavy 
responsibilty on the shoulders of one or two 
‘men, and thet some other system might tend 
1 more equally distribate this responsibility 
land help develop a more general interest in 
this part of our church work, we made the 
{lowing recommendations: 


1, ‘That each local church appoint a finance 
‘committee of five members and adherents, 
the duty of which shall be to provide s fund 
necessary to” meet the following expenses 
‘ministerial support, caretaking, fuel, ineurance 
‘tc, connexional funds other than education: 
tend miotonary, 


2, That this committoe prepare their esti 
aie for the coming year and make a complete 
canvass of members and adherents sufficient 
[posible to cover this amount. 


8, That every encouragoment be given the 
plan of systematic giving and that all con- 
{nbutore ‘be supplied with and urged to use 
the’ weekly “offering” envelope, Carre 


Blackyeell Church adopted this recom. 
mondation and appointed. finance “com 
ine contin of fos ule haan 
‘TC. Wheatley, secretary: A. Wellington, A. 
M. Cunack and'C:B, Speting, This committee 
laid out the budget for 1919-16 as follows 
salary and parsonage upkeep, $200; connes: 
onal funds, $80; janitor, 820: wood and ee 
pairs, $10;' printing, $5; total, $265. Total 
fnvelope contebutions for the year were 
about 8178 but the remainder of the budget 
‘as provided by some of the church members, 
4 recorded in "Stewards" Accounts of Quart 
fly and Other Payments” and the accounts 
were closed with about twenty dolar on 
hand. ‘The Finance Commitee Is lst men 
tioned in church records in 1922 

“Annual revival services weré held in the 
early Yeus, The lst angelist to vst Black 
well Ghureh was the Rev. Harold 1. Gilbart 

















(1874.1957) of Winnipeg, who conducted « 
hreo-week_ "campaign in February "1925. 

Thos. Colon Wheatley a wellknown and 
sctive member of Blackwell Church, pased 
away on March 25, 1925, and was bused in 
the Methodist section ofthe Froomfila ceme 
tery, His wife, the former Jennie Campbell, 
fied on April 0 of the same year. The fl: 
Towing account regarding them is found in 
the mines of the official bosed: “Moved 
land seconded that we, the quarterly official 
board of Point Edwari Circuit, hereby place 
ourselves on record ab expressing our highest 
Appreciation ofthe eplendid services rendered 
for so many yours by Brother and Sister 
‘T.C, Wheatley who have pased away during 
this lat quarter and we wish to tender oUF 
sincerest sympathy’ tothe remaining mem- 
bers of the family in their great loss and be- 
reavement. Carried unanimously.” 





Blackwell Epworth League 


‘An Epworth League, named after the 
birthplace’ of John Wesley, war formed on 
July Oth, 1804, and officers clected for a six 
months’ term were: President, John Wheatley, 
First ViceProsdent, Mrs." Minnie Hardick; 
Second Vice-President, Ruth West; Secretary, 
Florence Wheatley: Treasurer, Martin Yestes 
Other names in the records were: Maggie 
Hardiek, Grace West, Charles Yeates, Willamn 
James, “Rose Tremblay, Fannie ‘Tremblay, 
Maud’ Pelton, Sarah dames, “Annie Hayes, 
Edward Wheatloy, Fred Telfer, Hattie West 
da Craig, Flora Barltt, Peter Wellington, 
Surah Ford, George Wheatley, Mrs. Thomas 
Somes, Mes) Thomas Hardie Harvey Smith, 
William Craig J, Bdward Jackson. 

"The League met weekly and seems to have 
‘led the. place of the present Women's Ar 
‘odiation in the holding of suppers and enter: 
{ainments to help pay the expenses of the 
church. The fit wark of the new League was 
to organize a social to ruse money t0 help 
pay the arrears on the salaries of the eireut 
pastor and probationer. Tt was held at the 
Thomas dames home on August 23, 1894, and 
the total of 88.45. was realized, Admission 
was ten cents, New oll lamps were purchased 
J December and a teesmeeting War held on 
the twelfth of that month, A Circuit Epworth 
[League convention wat held a Oban on Good 
Friday, 1885, an indication of quite active 
Interest in this workin the six churches on 
the Camlachie Circuit 

‘The fit Harvest Home supper was heli 
by tho League in September 1800 aad i was 




















resolved to mise fifteen dollars atthe supper 
for mislonary purpose. A former member of 
Kondon Rota West churen has told us that 
tout tity and sixty years ago. Epworth 
Teagues on the circuit helped suppor’ Rey 
snd Mrs, Jolliffe, missionaries to China 

The League evidently hed & reading course 
su there is rocord that books for this were pur 
‘ised, fu 1897 six dollars was levied on the 
‘Ghuch for parsonage repairs and the League 
undertook to tise this amount by & canvas 
‘The Lengue had anniversary sermons preached 
‘on December 20, 1896, and they eld a teu 
feeling on the next day. With the money 
flsed fe as decided to reviecorate the church 
Interior, Tenders for painting and papering 
‘were coiled andl atthe lst recorded meeting, 
thae of June 2, 1897, the tender of Meso 
French and Simpson for painting nd frescoe. 
ing at $50.00 was accepted, 





[No further record of the League has been 
tocatad, bt there ls mention of ft in other ro 
cons i 1912 when William att was pes: 
Gent, and 1014 when Mes. Albert James was 
president of a Senior League and Mrs. Joseph 
Flardick was president of «Junior League, 


Blackwell Ladies’ Aid 


The Ladies’ Aid, was organized in August 
1908 snd the first roguar meeting convened 
September 2 at the home of the president 
‘The original members wore: Mr, TC. Wheat 
ley, President: Mes. T. H. George, Seeretary 
‘Treasurer, Pear West, Mrs, A.M. Cusack, Mrs 
Fred West, Mabel Yeates Mrs, Richard Har 
jek, Mrs, Geonge Telfer, Olga George, Mrs 
Heary West, Mrs. John Burden, Sarah James, 
Mra. James” Yeates, Mes. James Pullen, Mrs 





Blackwell Ladies’ Aid 


Dressed in costumes fo th 





cr first play, 





"The 





is" Ald at Mohawk Crossroads,” perform: 


‘odin the Samia Township Hall on Wedseeday, August 26, 1914, 
Front Row: Ma, George Telfer, Mre. Thomas C. Whatley, Mes, Albert James 


Middle Rows Mra Joba H. Model), Mi Berth Welington irs Hanon Dent, Mr. Wr, ey, Mis 
Verona Cusco Dustin, Ac Cusc 


. 





Wheaten 


At Row: Mra lames Yess, Mrs. Louie Macdonld, Mr. Fred West, Ms Jossph Hanlick, Mr, John 


Photo by CA, (red) Teter, 1914 








Solomon Siter, Lottie Thomson, Carre Fran 
fis, Mer. Allert dames, Veronica Cusack and 
‘Mis, Joseph Hardie 

“The fire work of the newly-formed Aid 
was that of making twenty-five yards of rag 
‘arpeting for the parsonage, In the same yeat 
{Harvest Home supper was held on Seplom. 
ber 28-and an osster supper followed in Oc 
tober. The financial staement for 1909-10 








The office of Vice-President was estab- 
lished in 1911 with Mes, Richard Haris the 
fit to hold the positon. Other offices were 
gradually added ab needed, Mrs, George Telfer 
tras Honorary President from 1928 to 1932 
‘This office was reintroduced in 1938 and 
since then the wife ofthe inabent minister 
has been the Honorary President, 

At the beginning of 1913 an “Ole-fash 
Joned ‘Pea Meeting” wa held. About this time 
the Aid recommenda! the sazting of a Cradle 
Roll, The next year their fast play, “The 
Ladies’ Aid’ at Mohawk. Cross Roads” was 
performed in the Township Hall. 





‘Blackwells Young People's Union 


‘The tint appearance of this group seems 
to have been during the pastorate of Rev. 
BH. Robinson, About 1918 the V2.0, pre: 
ented to the church. the feed organ which 
‘Was used until the opening of the new church, 
The organ, costing about one hundred dollars, 
was paid for by a succession of ten-eent soe! 
lls and teamoetings. At the 1956. anal 
‘uceting, the congregation gave this organ to 
Miss Abiyail Wheatley who Was a member of 
the ¥.P.U. who had purchased it, in appre 
dation of her work for over tweniy yeas 38 
‘nganist of the church 

"There is mention of Y.P.U. in records of 
1920 and 1937, and meting wes held on 
October 7, 1939, to reorganize. The follow 
tng executive waselected: Honorary President, 
ev. W, T. Cleave: President, Mis Mabel Me 
Donald’ (Blackwell school” teacher}: Vice. 
President, Garnet Core: Seerelary-Treasser, 
Mrs. Coreta Blake and Hazel Somes, Others 
fon the executive were Janet Smith, Abigail 
Wheatley, Leah Purdy, Mrs. John Levis, Mrs 
Car! Smith, Ruby West, In 1939 thie group 
hold cloven’ meetings with an average attend. 
ance of twenty and the enrolment in 1940 
Was thirty-one, This Y.P.U, seems to have 
ntried on until 1948, 


FOOTNOTES 
(CHAPTER TWO 


1. As faras is known, nothing came ofthis arrangement, 


2. Information on circuits and ministers by courtesy of the Ui 





ed Church Archives, Toronto 


The arangement of the circuit from 1874 to 1884 ia follows 
1874-75 - Wyoming, Sproules, Zion, Bethesda, Jackson's, Marthaville, 


1875-16 | Wyoming, 
1876-79 - Wyoming, 





proule's, Zion, Bethesda, Jackson's; Marthaile, Wanstead, 
prouk's, Zion, Bethesda, Jackson's, Lake Shore, Wanstead. 


1879.30 - Wyoming, Sproul’s, Zion, Bethesda, Jackson's Blackwell, Wanstead, 
1880.84 - Wyoming, Sproule’s, Bethesda, Jackion's, Blackwell, Wanstead, Brock (or Brooke) 


Wyoming was the head chureh on the cteuit 


3, ‘Those ministers were asinted between 1876 and 1862 by Rev, W. Cooke, superannuated, 
and by Probationers Henry D. Tyler, James Stonehouse, William C. Blunt, George Searr, and 


‘George Jewitt, 


4. Description of Church lot, purchased July 17, 1880 


THIS INDENTURE, made this 17th day of July, 1880 


between Joanna Smith, of the 


‘Township of Samia, wife of Joseph Smith of the tame piace, and Joseph Smith... the 


partes ofthe fist part, AND Thomas James, Emert Petry and Edwin James, ofthe Township 


of Samia, Trustees, of the Second Part... Witnesseh thatthe sa partes ofthe fist 
prt, in consideration of ihe sum of Fourteen Dollars. do grant, cell and convey unto the 
Suid parties of the second part, as ch trstees of the Prtutive Methodist Connexion in 
Canada... part of lot number thirty-six [Concesion 9, Samia Tp.] BEGINNING at the 
intersetion of the New Road [Blackwell Road] by the east boundary ofthe said lot on the 
north side of the said New Road, and then West 98) feet, thence Notth 316 feet, orto the 
Grand Trunk Railroad, thence East 98's feet, thenee South 316 feet to the place of begin. 
ping’... In witness wHeteof the sid partes have hereunto set thet hands and seal this Gay 
fd year first above written, 

‘Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of Robert Thompson: Joanna Smith, Joseph 
smith 

urther research indicates that the church was erected inthe fall of 1879, although the 
ded was not drawn until 1880, 


Note on Church Government 

‘The Primitive Methodist Church, which had eighty-nine minister atthe time ofthe 1884 
union, was governed by an Annual Conference, This ehrch was divided into seven Dstt, 
Which were subdivided into Cicuts and Mission Stations, The Methodist Chureh in Canad 
‘was governed by the (Quodriennal) Gencral Conference, corresponding tothe (Biennial) Gen 
eral Council of the United Church of Canada, Below the General Conference, as with the 
General Councit, were annual regional confererices, such as London Conference, The Metho. 
fist regional conference had Stationing Committees which arranged circuits and pastoral 
‘Supply. Ministers were not permitted to remain on a circuit for more than three years. Each 
conference was composed of several Districts, the antecedents of Presbyteres in the United 
Church, In each District, a Financial District Moeting wat held in early autumn, and was fl 
lowed in May of the next year by Uhe more important Annual District Meeting, which held 
sessions for two days. The present-day Preshyterie meet bimonthly. The distiets were di 
‘ded into Circuits, now called pastoral charge, 

Tn the early days the Sarnia area as largely Wesleyan Methodist and we find this church 
‘most active, The area was fist included in the London Wesleyan Methodist District until 
the Chatham Disteict was formed In 1854 and the Samia District in 1860. 

Blackwell Church Membership Roll 1902 

Mr, and Mrs, 7. C. Wheatley, Me. and Mrs, Peter Wellington, Mrs, George Telfer, Me. and 
Ms. Willam Graig, Mis. Thomas Hardick, Mrs. Joseph Smith, Mrs. Aaron West, Hattie West, 
Mr. and Mra, Henry West, Mr. and Mrs. Henry'T, Modeland, Golia Byers, Mis, W. H, Bardet 
Mrs Jacob Somes, Mr. Fred Somes, Ms, Albert Jamer, Sarah James, William dames, Mf. and 
Mrs, James Husband, hte. and Mrs, Hardick, Mr. and Mra, George Lewis, Mes, Ang amie 
son, Mr. and Mrs. Wiliam Moore, Mr and Mes David May, Came Francis, Annie Lewis, 
CChuzeh Shed Deed - 1912 

"This deed was refused by the Registry Office. A new decd was made some year later 
which as not registered, The property is now included in the deed of 1964. The descrip 
tion reais as follows: "Part of Lot 86, Concession 9, Commencing at point one foot eat ot 
the northeast comer of the drive shed now being erected on the sid lot on the south side of 
the public road, thence southsrard parallel with the said wall fifty-two feet thence westward 
and northward and eastward at right angles and ata distance of ane foot outside of said wall 
to the place of beginning and enclosing a space of fifty-four by fifty two feet more or less 
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CHAPTER THREE 


The History of Blackwell Church 
United Church of Canada 
1925-1957 


‘The UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 
was formed on June 10, 2928 from the un 
jon of the Methodist, Congregational and 
large umber of the Presbyterian Churches in 
Canada, cimaxing twenty-six years of nego 
ation among the "churches, “One notable 
change in arganiztion wae the abolition of 
the Methodist Stationing Committees, Since 
then the pastoral relation has been without & 
time limit, The phrase “pastoral charge™ has 
replaced the word “eireuit.” ‘The Point Ede 
Wward Charge of Point Edward, London Road 
‘Weft and Blackwell remained unchanged 

In 1925 the ministers salary war st at 
{$1,800.00 but the depression was to soe it 
Gwindle to $1200.00" and. not rie to its 
former level until 1945. In 1925" the alot 
ment for the Maintenance and” Extension 
Fund, now ‘known as tho Missionary and 
Maintenance Fund, wat set at $397.50 cach 
for London Road West and Point Edward and 
225.00 for Blacksell 

During 1827 and 1928 the Dutch Chest. 
lan Reformed Church wae granted the use of 
Blackwell Church for their weekly wonbip 
service. Usually 25 to. 30. people attended 
‘ach service, 

‘The ministors of the Charge since church 
‘union have been 


1926-81 ~ Rev. James Husser, MA.Ph.D, 
1981.36 — Rev. C:L.t, Cousens 
193642 — Rew. Wiliata'T. Cleave 
1042.45 — Rev, Perey 8, anes 

1945-53 — Rew. George C. Mitchell 
4953.57 — Rev, Binar giason, B.A 
1957.61 — Rew. KJ. Lee 





‘The Willing Workers’ Bible Class, which 
functioned for several years, was organized 
Jn 1984 and in that_yenr together with the 
Women's Assocation presented. the con 


‘union set to the church. ‘The W.A. gave 
fan additional tray" in’ 1954, The Ciass had 
bout thir charter member, 
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Church Osticers 


Blders were elected annually and the frst 
known list, that-of 1993, gives the naines of 
Moss, Hecbort West, Fal! Hardick, Christo- 
per Spaling, Charles A. Somes, Fred Somes, 
The Elders for 1957: Mesa, Har! Hardicl, 
Charles Phelps, Glenn G. MePhal, H. Austia 
Modeland, A. Lloyd Slter, Dr. Herbert B, 
Wallis, Glenn Mitchel. Buzton Chalmers 

In 1027 the stewards were John Whestey, 
secretary: Wiliam James, ceasurer, Pred 
Somes, Hanson R. Dent and James Pullen, 

‘ce 1986. Stewards have been elected 
for three-year terms with one-third of the 
board retting trom office annually, The stew 
ards for 1987 ware: One-year term, Messrs, 
‘A, Lloyd Sitter (Trust), JohnH. Hext, 








First Sod Turned a the Sit ofthe Blackw 


Vinar Egtsen, minster: Re 


art Chalmers, Bort Harti, es 
Melis Rees of Sun Foss 








Orval Hardick, Glenn Garzson, Mrs, Esther 
Vanitome, Mes, A." C. Francis (Envelope 
Secretary). Twoxyeur term! Mess. HB. 
Chalmers (chaman), ack Hardick (sce 
tetany), I. Austin Modeland (Trustee), Mrs 
Cart Sint (Secretary’ to the congreyation), 
Miss Abigail Wheatley (Church and) M&M. 
Treasurer). Three year term: Mess, Glenn 
G_ MePhail (Trust), Raymond Care, Lloyd 
Kingdon, Ea Hardick (Trustee), De. HB 
Wali, Nis. dohn ‘Telfer. Annual meotings of 
fhe Blackoell congregation have been held 
Fegulaey since 1994, 

‘rs; Wilzon Jenken was appointed in 
1045 ne Treasurer of the new Central Trust 
Fund ‘of the pastoral charge, Mr,_ Ernest 
Hayes was appointed M. & M. Treasurer of 
the Change. 

‘The Blackwell Sesion first met on Sept 
21, 1945, with the Rev. G. C. Mitchell presi. 
ing. Me. atl Handle was elected Cleland 
Eiders districts were assed. as. follows 





a 





Church, July 12, 1955, 
WT. Cleve, Ren, AE. ition, Job © 


John Wheatley, the Lake Shore Road: Fred 
Somes Sr. all the area south of the ralrosd 
ftacks and ‘ast of the Blackwell Sideroad; 
Mr, Ban Hardiek, all west of the Blackwell 
Sidezoad and south of the riroad 

‘After the death of Joha Wheatley in 1950, 
church members presented the communion 
fable aes memorial to him, Bom in 1876, 
he was the eldest son of T. C. Wheatley. The 
Sunday School plano was donated by Fred 
Somes Sr. and the new collection plates were 
made by Mr. Emest Hayes frome pioce of 
‘Blackwell walnut donated by R, L. Garrison 





Building of New Church 


‘Owing to the expansion of the Sunday 
School the congregation decided in 1952 to 
build an addition on the wert side of the 
‘chuteh, ‘The rapid growth of the community 
land church soon proved this inadequate and 





plans were made to erect a new church. A 
fot on the south side of the Blackwell Road 
Was purchased from Me. Harvey Smith whose 
parents, Joseph and Joanne Smith, had pro 
ded the fist chureh lot seventy-four years 
before." ‘The Sunday Schoo! purchased an ad 
‘itionalfiteen feet of frontage in September 
{997 

The nucleus of the church Building Fund 
came in 1947 ai the proceeds of the sale of 
thhireh shed material. Donations later came 
from chureh members and trom the Women's 
Assocation, among whose gifts were the es 
tive proceeds of the 1961 Anniversary supper 
By 1052 tho fund contained thirteen hundred 
dollars, & canvass Undertaken in 1952.53 for 
the addition to the chureh realized over #hree 
thousand dollars in aat and pledges. Mrs 
AG, Franels, the fest treauiter of the fund, 
was succeeded in 1955 by Mr. Glenn G. Me: 
Phail. Early in 1996 Mr. H, Burton Chalmers 
‘was appointed Chairman of the Building Com 
mittee and a. si-weelr campaign was under 
taken, cimaxed by a Progress Dinner in the 
London Road West church, The canvas £0 
lowed ‘on Palm Sunday, April 3, and over 
$14,000 in cash and three-year pledges was 
Fecelved, ‘Mr. Willan Andress, architect, 
drew up plans for the new church and the 
Fev. Hina? Egllason conducted « sod-turning 
ceremony on July 12, 1955, when the Rev 
W.'T, Cleave, a former minister, turned the 
first sod. The tender of H. G, Homer Com: 
pany Tor the constraction of the church was 
Accepted and excavation began on August 27, 
A age crovtd gathered for the laying of the 
Gomerstone on October 30, to witness the 
‘ceremony’ performed by the Rev. C. L. 1 
Couzens, a former minister, assed by the 
Rev. Einar Egilson. The stone was purchated 
‘om HE. Alpauh & Sons of Forest, Ontario 
‘who engraved i fee of charge 











A mortgage was taken outwith the Lamb: 
ton. Loan and Investment Co. in the amount 
(of $18,000.00 with interest of 6% per annsim 
fn the’ unpaid balance, The 32 guarantors of 
the mortange, refered to ab the “obligor” 





Donald Blake 
Maleolm Thurston 


Arthur C, Francis 
Brian Mave 





Earl Hardick Lome R. Hardick 
Glenn G,MePhail Charles S, Phelps 
Harold Pri Wilfred dames 





Herbert 8 Walle 
Join T. Rowe 
Soseph Hardik 
‘Arthur [Sitter Richard 0. Hardick 
il'Burton Chalmers John Hext 

Gienn Garrison HP Austin Modelana 
HL. Wayne Cox Wilton C. Atmore 
Eatl Sitter Norman Howson 
Herman Sitter Can Smith 

Abigall Wheatley Robert H, Somes 
John M, Hark Came West 

Coreta Blake 


Glenn Mitenel 
John Telfer 
Harold dames 


‘The trustees of the church st that time 
were: Bar Hardick, A. Lloyd Siter, Glen Me- 
Phail and Austin Modeland 

‘The last service in the old church was on 
December 4, 1958, and the next day several 
members of the church gathered to move the 
Forntiee to the new builing 

"The new church ig bull of red cement 
brick with windows of amber, red and blue 
cathedal glass. The entrance way isa square 
ower, faced with a white cross against Yer 
al cedar siding, A short fight of tars Jeads 
{othe auditorium which seats about two 
Dhundeed, ‘The floor i of butt marboleum te 
the walls are painted rose and green and the 
peaked celling covered with, white acoustic 
tie is supported by stained laminated wooden 
arches, The chancel is finished with stained fr 
Dlywood ands lighted bya tall west window 
Of amber cathedral glass. The basement i a= 
tractive with its high elling, light geen wall, 
Ivory and green tie floor, and well appo 
Kitchen, The auditorim and basement are 
heated by soparate of furnaces, 

‘The opening and dedication vervies were 
held on December 11, 1953. end the guest 
minister was the Rev. Robert B. Curaming, 
4 former’ president of London Conference 
Tae church was filled to capacity atthe morn: 
ing and evening services and the lator was fl 
lowed by a Fireside Hour. Special musie was 
rendered by Miss Connie Francis in the mom 
‘ing and by the Point Haward United Church 
choir in the evening. The churen was deco 
fated with flowers fom wellvishers, Others 
{aking part inthe services were Mess, Glenn 
G. MePhatl Earl Hardick and H. G. Homer 
who presenied the keys of the new building 
0 Mr. H. B. Chalmers, Chairman ofthe Bul 
Ing Fund, Rev. £. Egisson, the minister, con 
ducted the service and Miss Sally Smith was 

















Several memorials and gifts were prosent 
fet to the chuteh at the opening. A Palpit 
ible war given by Me and Mis. Robert H. 
Somes in memory of Froderick Somes Sr. 

(1876-1052), Mr and Me. Glenn Garrison 
nd family presented a pulpit lamp in mem: 
fry of Russell L, Garrison (1891-1981), The 
hymn boards were the gift of Ms. Herbert 
‘West in memory of Herbert West (1876-1949), 
The pulpit was given by Mi end Mrs. Car 
Smith and family and Me and Mrs, A. Lloyd 
Sitter presented twenty-five new chai. The 
Iaterts for the basement cling were sup- 
plied by Mr. and Me, Charles Phelps, and a 
{tional donations towards finishing the base 
tment were made by Mr and Mr. HG. Hom: 





Church Activities 


‘The undertaking of various new activities 
for the children showed te growing interest 
In the work of the chureh. A Canadian Gis 
in Training group organized and led by 3s. 
CH. Caesar, asistad by Mrs. George Sna 
‘weet, was formed about 1949 and an Explor 
group war started in 1954 by Mrs. Glenn, 
Garrison, leader, and Mix. dack Hatdick, Tale 
ing a turn at leading and assisting have been 
Mrs H. B, Walls and Mrs, Joseph Horley 
Church:goers will ‘romember the COLT 
(Christmas candlelight service, now consdcied 
by the Explorer group, At thelr 1956 service 
the Bxplorers presented a new pulpit hymnal 
to the church, The thity.iwo litle ile who 
made up this group met weely in the church 
faement, A Junior Choir was formed and 
sung for’ an occasional service in the old 
hutch. Twelve white choir gowns were made 
{or them by the members of the Women’s 
‘Association and. friends in the community 
Under the sponsorship of the same group & 
Baby Band was started in 1956 led by Mr 
(Charles Phelps and Mr. John Teter sn later, 
Mrs. Loyd Kingdon helping. Also in that vent 
4 Junior Congregation was instituted by Mes. 
HB, Wate 

‘When the new church as opened, Mes, 
A.C. Francis took over the duties of regular 
‘fganist and choir leader, Members of the 
hour at that ime were: Me. and Me. Jace 
Hardick, Mr. and afte, Glenn Gareson, Mrs 
Roy Moore, Mrs, Raymond Core, Mrs. Travis 
Large, Mrs. ‘Donald Strevel, Ms, Lome Jami 
son, Mises Mary Lou Francie, Marjorie Neave, 
Uynine Carobin, Carolyn Garrison, Pasting 
Somes, Joanne’ and Dianne Conway, Marcia 
Stack,” and. Mesay. Bruce. James, Edward, 
James end David Phelps, Dale Hardick, Dennis 
and Gerard Neave, George and Bil Caesar. 13 
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time for the opening of the new church the 
choir and others presented a new Geneva 
oven to Rev, Einar Bisson, 

“The first celebration of the Lord's Supper 
Jn thenew bulding was on Sunday, danuary 8, 
1856, with fifty. persons participating. The 
{rst socal event was Une opening tea and bale 
sale, put on by the Women's Assocation in 
the basement on December 14, 195. 

Tn the new church Rev. Einar Egisson 
condicted marriage ceremonies for the fol 
owing couples, John #1. Dunlop and Gayle 





Howon:, William D. McLeod. and” Avdrey 
Havien: Kenneth R. Tice and Fern Telfer: 
‘Yaris Kohut and Joy Howson, 

‘Also Rev, Einar Bisson, baptized twenty 
‘one chien inthe new hutch! 





Explorer at Lamzeeton Camp, 
‘on Lake Hazon, 1960 
Jo Hendon eet Se 
li rai oy Crone rs Wo 
ey Apap Tone Che Maye 
Pras 
foun Harker) 
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At back 





During his pastorate in 1957, Rev. Ken- 
neth J Lee Joined in matriage the following at 
Blackwell. Donald J. Crooks and Peggy Jane 
G. Sparling, on October 19; Claire 8. Wigle 
and Shirley A. Jobaston, on December 21 

‘On December 15, 1957 he baptized 
Judith Ellen ‘Core, Karen Elizabeth Large, 
Richard Norman Sparling, Mark. Randy Nor 
man Spuming and Cindy Suzane Sparling 

'At the 1956 annual’ meeting an. Oran 
Committee consisting of Rev. Einar Egleson; 
Dr. H. B. Walls, Chairman; Charles Pheips, 
and Sérah W. Smith, Treasurer, was appoint 
fed, Anew Hammond ‘two-manal.spinet 
‘model organ was purchased and a canast 
‘Was undertaken, headed by Dr. Walls, to pay 








for it. The organ was dedicated, debt-free, on 
Remembrance Sunday, November 11, 1956, 
In memory of those who served and lest their 
ves in Weld Ware {and I 


‘The Honour Roll of Blackwell Church is 
inscribed with the names of those froin the 
Community who served in the Second Word 
War 











(Of these men, Gamet Core lost his life 
‘while serving with the Royal Canadian Regt 
ment st Cassin in Italy. 


On February 26, 1956, 4 special service 
was held when the sponsorship of the 19th 
Blackwell Boy’ Scout Troup andthe 19th 
Blackwell Wolf Cub Pack was. transferred 
from the Blackwell School Chu to he etre, 
The Cubs were stariad about 1950 with Me 
D.H, Weleh, the first Cubmaster and the 
Scouts were formed lter by Me. Norman 
Brewin, A Mothers Asailiary 10° help. the 
Work of the groups was started on November 
415, 1951, and Mes. Ralph Metntods wat pre 
deni. The Cub leaders were Mr, Glenn Gam. 
‘on, Cubmarter; Mrs. Rey Garrison and Mr 
Korne Hardick, assotants, Scout leaders were 
Mr. Roy Garrion assisted by Mr. Robert 
Gatrison. The Cubs held church parses on 
the first Sunday. of each. month, The old 
‘church was eed as Scout Hall, 

"The Bightioth. Anniversary of the found 
ing of Blackwell congregstion was observed 
fon October 14, 1956, when Rey. J.B, Town: 
fnd of St, Luke's United Church was guest 
‘minister. ‘The Women's “Association held 
very successful trkey dinner on the Tuesday 
‘rening following 

“Buckveall Church was host to the meeting 
‘ot Lambton Presbytery” on. December 11, 
41956, the fest anniversiry of the opening of 
the new church and the frst time Presbytery 
has convened at Blackwell 

Point Edward and Blackwell churches 
‘were constituted the Point Edward Pastors 
Charge and London Road West, Oban and 
Mandaumin were "made the Mandaumin 
charge by action of Lambton Presbytery, 
fetfective July 1,957. This ended the seventy 
fhreesvear atsocition of London oad West 
tnd Blackwell, 











Rev, Kenneth J, Lee wat inducted into 
the ministry of the Point Edward Pastoral 
Charge at s sevice in Blackwell Church con 
ducted by the Rev, G. C. Raymer on August 
8, 1857. Rev. J. Stanley Gibson of Devine 
Street United Chureh, Samia, preached the 
Indtion sermon. 

‘Ona two Point or three point Charge, 
each chureh ie rexponaible for ts own local 
fxpenses and also contributes to the current 
‘expenses of the Charge. In 1956, the division 
Was thirty-five percent each for Point Edward 
4nd London Hoed West and thiry per cent 
for Blackwell, After Point Bdvrard and lack 
well became’ a two point Charge in 197, 
they started to contribute equally to the Cen 
teal Trust Pune, 

Blackwell Church membership roll for 
1957 appears in footnote 3 at the end ofthis 
Chapter 


Blackwell Young People’s Union 


‘A meeting to reorganize the Y.P.U. was 
held on September 241950, (ficers and 
members were Hazel Somnes, Carol Philips, 
Don ‘Blake, Dale Hardick, Noma Somes, 
‘Wayne Cox’ Joan Stith, Margaret Guise, Ken 
James, Jack Somes, Ed. Moorehouse, Bill 
Moorchouse, Ross Smith, Bob Siter 

Te Young People's Union was reintro: 
‘duced on October 3, 1954, with Mrs, H. Aus 
tin Modeland es Youth Counselor and. an 
executive composed of Sarah Smith; Sandy 
MeGeuchy, Gayle Howson, Wayne Cox and 
award Phelps. Other members were Connie 
and Mary Lou Francis, Vivienne and Lorena 
Beardost, Donna and’ Gail Charman, ‘Don, 
Dorothy’ Carol and Beverley Dease, Joy andl 
Bucky Howson, ‘Ken ‘Tee, Nancy ‘Taylor, 
Ralph Mcintosh, dames Cox, ‘Ronald Kil 
houme, Ken” Pembleton, Pauline Somes, 
ames Paulley, Randy George, Gary Clarke, 
Fem Telfer, kathleen Wehsing, Roges Hardick, 
Gary Cannén, Catherine Sitter, Edward Fluter 
Chatlene Bodkin 

In Mareh 1955 the Y.P.U. sponsored the 
teeact comedy "Civil Service,” put on by 
the London Road West Y.P.U. in Blackwell 
Hall in eid of the Bulding Fund, Between Oc- 
tober 8, 1954, and January 28, 1966, when 
the Tasé meeting was held, the Y..U. met 
about ewenty times, 








"The Country Couples’ Club 


'A meeting of those interesting in forming 
4 couples’ club met in Blackwell Hall on 
Maret, 1958, with Mr, Bilson as chairman, 
to hear @talk'by Mr, and Mize. Aubrey Old 








ham, who were, experienced in organising 
church activites, The fst meeting of the lub 
‘eas in Ue Hall'on March 29 with thiry-sic 
Present. The officers for the fst'sicmonth 
Period were Gladys ar Mike Bilings, Mary 
{nd Jack Heslop, Isobel and Don Henderson, 
Flora and Bill Congdon and Jeanne and Orval 
Hadick 

‘AL the second meeting @ constitution and 
the name "Country Couples” Chib”” were 
‘opted. ‘The Chib sponsored the three-act 
comedy “Fullers Fortune™ performed by the 
‘coupes’ clubs of Burs and Mooreline United 
CChurees in the church auditorium on March 
1, 1956, The proceed were applied towards 
‘ke tiling of the church basement floor. Th 
twas done in April 1997 after more money hi 
teen raised. This project was assisted by the 
fenerosty of Mrvand Mes. A. Le Taylor, 
Viceresidente, Wilms and’ Lome’ Hardie 
‘and. Margaret.and Lloyd Stier “completed 
the 1957 slate of officers. Activities were 
lemporatly discontinued ia November, 1997, 




















Blackwell Women's Assocation 


Somevhore along the line the name La 
fee’ Ald was dropped in favour of "Women's 
‘Association, 

The various events in the life of the 
Women's Association are too niimerous 20 
relate but over the years i has tendered 
Substantial contribution to the welfare and 
Taaintenance of the church, Funds have come 
tainly from public social events auch as plays, 
foncerts, teas, bake sales, dinners, travelling 
‘aprons ahd fees, The W.A fas catered to sev 
‘2 organizations for banguets and has pre 
pred dinners for weddings but the big event 
Df the year is the turkey dinger, generally 
held in’ October shortly’ after Anniversary 
Sunday, Most carly socials were held in the 
Schoo! hasement, From 1925 until the open 
ing ofthe present church, Blackwell hall was 
‘sed. The admission to one of the suppers i 
arly times was 50e and 38e and judging from 
the receipts, atleast 150 people must have st 
tended, 

mn later years, with the population of the 
community more numerous and the work of 
the chureh mote extensive, the Association 
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has beon called upon to take a lange share in 
the eaverpeiss of the church, Much ait 
fnce war given the Building Campaign and 
Soon after the church was opened the W.A. 
tras able to provide enough new dishes, ver, 
Kitchen equipment, stoves and dining-room 
tables to adequately serve over 100 people at 
dinner at one time, 

(Congratulations were extended to. the 
Women's Association on the occasion of tele 
Golden Anniversary, August 1988, 





Presidents of the Women's Association 





have been 
Mis, TLC. Wheatley, 1905-09, 1912.45 
Mrs. George Telfer, 1909-12, 1917-1927; 


Mrs. Albert James,’ 1914-15;\ Mrs, James 
Yeaios, 1928, 1989; Mrs, Charis’ Somer, 
1929-81, 1938.45; Mr. John Henry Mode 
land, 1836-39; Mes, Call I. Smith, 1940. 
4: Mrs, Erest Sole, 1942-48; Mrs, I'L. Gar. 
Fison, 1944, 1945; Mrs Joseph Hardick, 1946; 
es A.C. Francis, 1947, 1948, 1991; Mes 
Wilfred Cox, 1949, 1950; Mrs. John Telfer, 
1952, 1959; Mrs’ Wilfted nes, 1954, 
1956! Mre, Bart Haraick, 1966, 1987 








"The Otticers for 1957 


Honorary President, Mr, B Elson (eue- 
ceeded by Mes, K.d. Lee). Present, Sis 
Ear Hardick; Vice Presidents, Mrs. A.C Fran 
fis, Mis. R, Kilbourne: Seoretary-Teeasurer, 
Ms JH Hest. 

‘Oiner members for 1967: Mrs. Joseph 
Hardick, Mrs. Herbert West, Mes, Hetman sit- 
ter, Mrs, G. Yestes, Mr. CL. Smith, Mrs 
Jolin Telfer, Mrs. Wilfred. daimes, Mrs) RA 
Somes, Mise Abigail Wheatley, Mrs. RL. Gar 
‘son, Mrs. Chae Phelps, alts, Glenn Garr. 
son, Mrs. Bsther James VanHorne. Mrs. Ra 
mond Core, Mrs. Lloyd Kingdon, Mrs. Glen 
Thomson, ‘tes. Lorne Hardick, Mrs, Eest 
Wheeler, ‘Mrs Maurice Lambert, Mis. don 
Pembleton, Mrs, Norman Sargent, Ms, AL 
Sitter, Mrs, Glenn Mitchell, Mrs, Rogor Neave 
Mrs. Edward Sullivan, Mis. D, Elnor, Mrs 
Lome Jamieson, 














FOOTNOTES 
CHAPTER THREE 


(Church lot purchased in 1954 

"The description here has bean altered to inchide the extra fifteen feet frontage on the 
westside of the lot, which was purchased in September 1967 “Part of Lot 98, Concession 
8, Samia Twp. commencing at & point on the south limit of the Old Lake Road (Blackwell 
Road Itwenty tect west of the point where the east limit of Lot 86 intersects the south limit 
of the Old Lake Road when measured along the south limit ofthe Old Lake Road, thence in 
4 westerly divction along the south limit of the Old Lake Road 216 feet to 4 point, thence in 
4 southerly diection n'a straight lie drawn parallel to the east limit of Lot 6, 200 fast, to 
4 point, thence in an easterly direction ina straight Iie drawn parallel tothe south limi of 
the Old Lake Road 216 feet, to 4 point, thence in a northerly diection ins straight line, 
200 fee, to the point of commencement.” 


CCildron baptized in the new Blackwell Chureh since its opening, by Rev. Einar Egilison 

Carolyn Ann Mogg, Jane Elizabeth Soper, Terry Lee Soper, Robert dames Stokes, Gene 
Leslie Stokes, Cathryn’ Ann Hext, Donald Bradley Blake, Bryan Herbert West, Marlene Ruth 
West, Patricia Jean West, Jeffrey’ Willam Horley, John Patrick Avery, Nancy Gayle Avery, 
Clare Wesley Sution, Norman Ernest Roberts, Pamela Lynn Roberts, erry Walter Robert, 
Scot Alan Roberts, Sandra Melody Bresette, Kemy David Kit, Norman Malgolmn Dunlop. 
Membership Rll of 1957 

Mrs. Herbert West, Mrs, Ruth Crysler, Mrs 4. Reed, Mrs. Joseph Hardick, Me, and Mrs 
Earl Hlardick, Mr, Hafod dames, Me- and Mrs. Angus Jamieson Je, Mrs RL Garrison, Mls 
Colin Berdan, Miss Abigal Wheatley, Mt. Alfved Wheatley, Mrs, Coreta sie, Mrs, A, C 
rane, Mr. Gordon Somes, Mr. and sles. Carl L. Smith, Mrs. Harty Kershaw, Mis. Wa 
Morehouse, Mes. Wesley Haley, Mr. Willam Smith, Mr. Ronald Smith, Mise Sarah W. Snuth, 
Mr. and Mr. Lloyd Sitter, Mis, Wilfeed Cos, Mr Fred Maw, Mes. Emnest Sole, Mra, Job 
‘Telfer, Mrs, Howard Beatiy, Mis. Paul Soper, Mrs, Hamry Sims, Mr. and Mrs’ Chavis 5 
Phelps, Mr. and Mrs, Glen McPhail, Miss Jane’ McPhail, Mr. Austin Modeland, Mr. Wayne 
Cox, Mr. and Mrs. H, Burton Chalmers, Mr. and Mes, Raymond Core, Mrs. Robert H_ Somes, 
Mrs. Herman Sitter, Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hest, Miss Mary Lou Francs, Miss Consiance § 
Francis, Miss Pauline Somes, Miss Lols Gairion, Me. Edward Phelps, Ms, Kenneth B. Tice, 
Mis. Yaris Kohut, Ms, John Hl. Dunlop, Mr and Ms, Glenn Mitchell, Mrs James Bright, Mr 
and Mrs. Jack Hadic, Ms. ari Racher Mr and Mrs, Glenn Garrison, Mrs. 8, Orval Hardick, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Horley, Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Kilbreath, Me. and Mrs, Lloyd Kingdon’ 
Lloyd Kingdon de, Terence’ Kingdon, Mr and Mrs. Tavis Lasge, Mes, Wiliam Rirk, Dr and 
Mrs. H.B. Walls, i. and Mis, Edward Sullivan, Mr. and Mrs, Robert Lehrbass, Me and Mis 
Wiliam Weiht, 













































For the four years 1957 to 1961, Rev. 
Kenneth J. Lee ministared tothe Pt Bard 
Blackwell Charge. Following him have been 


1961-65 Rev, Gordon Barkwell, B.A., BD, 
PhD 


1965-78 Rev, Harty Benson, B.A, BD, 
1978. Rev, Wiliam B. MeCosh 


Burning Of The Church Mortgage 


The new church opening and dedie 
services were held on December 11,1985, 

The mortgage was paid off and the cere 
mony of Burning of the Mortgage Was per 
formed‘ the church service on Sunday 
September 27, 1964. 





‘The Manse 


{Up until 1961, the manse forthe minister 
‘of the Point Eekeard/Blackwell Charge. had 
been an old frame Rouse, 401 St, Cai Stet 
in Point Baward. It was drafty and hard to 
heat in winter weather. A deision war made 
thats new manse should be bile An aeunge 
tment war worked out with Gerald Horner a 
Toeal bullder and member of Point Edward 
United Church to construct the new house at 
16 Alice Street in Point Edward and to take 
ver ownership of the old manse, the agreed 
Value being applied to the cost of the new 
Manse. A rented house in Point Edvard was 
provided for Rev. Kenneth Lee and his fa 
Tiy"while the new manse was being” com: 
pleted 





CHAPTER FOUR 


The History of Blackwell Church 
United Church of Canada 
1957-1980 


In duly 1961, Rev. Gordon Barkwell sue 
ceodea ev. Lee as minister of the Point Ea 
Wward/Blackwell Charge. Dr. and Mrs, Bark 
Well and their five children were the frst ot 
cupants of the new manse 

“The mortgage on the new mance was paid 
off and’ was burned at the Point awand 
‘huge service on June 12,1977 

‘Tn 3978. major redecoration and improve. 
‘ment project mas undertaken, pad for jointly 
by Bulckwall and Point Edward congregations, 


Communicants’ Classes 


‘Through the yeas, the ministers have con- 
ducted study seations for young people when 
they reach the age where they have some ap 
precation of the significance of religion i 
thetelves, Such instruction leads to the Sun 
‘ay when those who wih to do $9 are Con. 
Tirmed in the Faith and. welcomed a6 fal 
members of the church. At Blackwell, young 
people who joined on profesion of faith were 














“After the confirmation ceremony on April 
8, 1979. reception ‘was held to. welcome 
them into the fellowehip of the Church, 


Church Activities 


In 1966, » new Gestetner mimeograph 
‘machine. wai purchased for the Use of the 
Secretary of tne Charge. 

Tn 1967, Canada's Centennial Yea, Black: 
well congregation joined with the people of 
Point Edward United Church, and other Point 
award churches in a Centennial service in 
Point Edward Memorial Arena, near the end 
fof May, after the close of the skating season, 
The spiaker for the oceasion was Dr. George 
Gotn"of London, Ontario. Also in 1967, 
Blackyiell Community’ Hall adjacent’ to the 
church was purchased by Blackwell United 
Chreh 

Tn 1968, London Conference of the Un 
‘ted Chareh of Canada met in June in Windsor, 
Ontario, James Buchanan Phelps, having com 
pleted the thtee year course in theology at 
Bmanuel Colleg in Toronto, was ordained 
Into the Ministry. He is the only person from 
the Blackwell congregation to have done 0 in 
the one hundred years ofits existence, 

1a’ 1969, under the sponsorship of the 
Roman Catholic Church 2 series of special 
fatherings was. organized, known as. Re- 
‘eval "69, People of various denominations 
met in homes to discuss topics of current 
Interest, ‘Ths was a period when church doc- 
tine and law were being questioned anew. 

"the Samia area, a custom hae been et 
tablished of selecting local person whom the 
community wishes to honowr. In 1070, the 
perron chosen for her voluntary services to 
her fellow residents was Mrs. Helen Coen 
‘Sho wat proclaimed Citizen of the Year by 
the Sarnia Observer 

In 1971 ‘for the fist time a church sr. 
vice ‘at Blaclewell was broadcasted on local 
Indio station CHOK. It was also videotaped 
for presentation on Cable TV. 

‘The installation in 1972 of an electronic 
‘outdoor chimes and publi address system in 
the church was the fitt of the Telfer family 
In memory of John Telfer who died August 
17, 1970 and. Joseph ‘Thomson who died 
November 3, 1971, ‘This adds much to the 
‘wanquility of Sunday morning and fe ap 
reciated by all comers. 

In 1978 an active young people's group 
was formed with Me and Ms. A. MacNeil ae 
counsellor 

Blackwell Church anniversary in 1974 was 
observed on October 20, 1974, The special 








speaker was Rev, James B. Phelps, who at 
that time was Asoclate Minister st Central 
United Chureh in Sault Ste. Mari, Ontario 
‘At umal Point Edward congregation joined 
‘vith ue st Blackwell for the occasion, 

1976, war the 50th Anniversary of the 
United Church of Canada. On Sunday, June 
8, 1979, a specal service was held at Lamb. 
ton Centre, Following the service, lunch war 
served an races and contests wete held Tor 
the children, ‘Those. present wero invited to 
view the new addition to the Centre's main 
Drllding which included ‘a large kitchen, 
conference. room and resource entre. ‘On 
‘hune 10, 1979 the U.C.W held an aniversary. 
‘coffee ai Blackwell Church, 

‘On October 19, 1975, Rev. Harry Benson 
‘conducted. worship services at three nursing 
Thomes during the afternoon = Marshall Gow= 
Tand. Manor, ‘Trillvm Villa” and. Bestview 
Loge, Ths is an on going service sponsored 
hy the Sarnia and District Ministerial Assoc 

Th the fall of 1975 2 community survey 
was made. On Sunday November 16, church 
embers went out, two to team, 1 asiged 
teitaries and talked to residents, arcertain 
ing their chureh affiliations and ilting Uner 
‘to participate in Blackwell United Church 
vents, A sheet containing = summary of 
‘chateh groups and events was left with the 
people contacted, 

Tn. 1976 Huton House Boys! Home on 
the Lakeshore Road, which had been in exist 
fence following the 1930-45. wat, war faced 
‘with the need of raising money for the pur 
case of the building and property which 
they had occupiod. A'$76,000.00 fund raising 
campaign was saried, With community and 
church support in the Sarnia area, the cam 
palgn reached its objective and the home for 
boys with family problems is stil functioning 
in 1980. Also in 1976, a Lambson Presbytery 
Resource Centre was set pin Devine Ste 
United Chareh in Sarnia, Films, tapes, publ 
cations and supplies are on hand Uhre for the 
feady use of United Churches in Lambton 
County. In the summer of 1976 a vacation 
bible school war held at Blackwell United 
Chueh, 

The White Gift Sunday, an annual event 
‘ccurted on December 12, 1976 at Blackwell 
‘The children bring tml gifts to the burch 
service and later on, th gifts are distibuted 
{o families in need af the Christmas season, 








(Glenn Edward Garrison 
“This is your lite” 


(On the evening of Apel 80, 1977 sever! 
hundred people aasembled in Biacewell Une 





















(lors and Audrey Carian 


‘el Chureh to honour Glenn Garrison and his 
‘wie, Audrey. The programme was arecount- 
Ing of various events in his fe, Boon in Sarnia, 
Ontario, he has lived in Blackvel all his life 
Special guests were called in turn to speak to 
the gathering, Mrs, Lilian Francis, is teacher 
in hie youth a Blackwell School 8S. #7, was 
the fest to bring rectngs. 

Soon ater completing high school Glenn 
joined’ the staff et Autolite (Prestolite) in 
Point Edvard, Ontario Where he worked 38 4 
‘machinist for 24 years. 

‘Among the highlights of is life were 
(Glonn's tours of duty asa rear gunner in the 
ROA, in Britain and as instructor st Belle 
ville, Ontario, His buddies remembered his 
SEIL at basoball, hockey and iunting. After 
ihe war he qualified for his private airplane 
pilots licence. Rev. Einar Egsson, Mrs 
Helen Caesar and Rev, Harry Benson’ spoke 
‘of hs 20 years at Superintendent of Blackwell 
Sunday School. Roger ‘Thurston and. Mrs 
Marion Chester reminisced about Glenn's 21 
‘years as Cub leader. Mp. Enid West reprecent- 
‘Si'the Cub mothers, Letters and cards from 
(old fiends wero read, as were a poem from 
his unele, Roy Hardick and a poem by Bea: 
Ite Tele 

Mrs. July Scott prosented Audrey with a 
comsage and Dr, Herb Walls presented a gift 
to Glean. Glenn replied as best he could to 
this display of affection and honour by is 
many frend, 

Background research and programme wore 
done by Stan and Wave Harrison and Lome 
Sind Wilma Hardick. A fine recort of the oe: 
isin, with photographs, letters and seript 
{i preserved in Glenn's Memory Book 


1m May 1977, the London Conference of 
the United Church of Canada annual moeting 
‘was held st Central United Church in Sarnia 
Mrs. Anne Pgisson, the wite of a former min: 
{ster of the Blackovell/Point Edward Charge, 
ev. Kinar Eglisson, was elected to the pos. 
tion of President of London Conference, She 
was the fist ly person and the second wor 
4 to hold that postion since chureh union in 
os, 

Barly in October 1977 a huge 8 day gar 
age and rummage sale was hold at Blackwell 
Hal with procoods of $748.00 realized, 

During 1977, newly published Good 
News Bibles were purchase and placed in the 
pews ofthe chute. 

“Also in 197 a Gil Guide group was or 
ganized by Judy Core, made up of girs from 
Blackwell” United “Chureh and Ste" Davis 
‘Anglican Church 

"The Backwell Church bulletin for Sun- 
dey Februsry 12, 1978 announced that Rev 
atry Benson was requesting that he be lett 
‘without a preaching charge for 11 months be 
inning July 81, 1978, in onder that he might 
linvestyate 4 career in adult education and 
counscllng, In which he had an ative interet. 
He conducted the service st usual on Feb: 
ruary 12, 1978. We were all shocked to lear 
ff bls adden death next-day. His funeral 
Service was bold in Point Edward Church on 
Wednesday Februtry 15, 1978, conducted by 
Rey, Frank Whiteley, Chairman of Lambton 
Presbytery, Rev. Lome Myers, Rector of St 
Paul's Anglican’ Chureh, Point Hdward and 











Rev. Robert Brown of Port Peny United 
Church. 1978 was the Centennial Year of the 
Village‘of Point Raward. Harry Benson had 
‘been the General Chairman of the Centental 
Commitee. He was alio'@ member of Point 
award Vilage Counc, 

‘ev, CW. Levis, Minister of St, Luke's 
United Chirch in Samia, was appointed by 
Lambton Presbytery as supervising minister 
{or the Point Baward/Blackwell Charge until 
4 pormanent ministry was established, Av & 
‘memorial to Ret. Haery Benson the Boards 
Of the two churches set up a trust fund for 
the two daughlers of Harry and Shirley Ben 
‘on, Kim and Christine. 

We were very fortinate that Rev. Williaa 
1B, MeCosh, a former resident of Sarnia and 
ormer minister of St. Luke's United Church 
in Samala was svalable and willing to come 
40 Blackwell and Point Edward, In the mesn 
time, various ministers of Lambton Prshy’ 
tery conducted the Sunday services, while 
Fev, Lewis provided pastoral care which was 
‘much appreciated, 

‘The Induction of Rev. MeCosh into the 
Point Baward/Blackwall Pastoral Charge was 
conducted on June’ 27, 1978 at Blackwell 
United Church. ‘The Presiding Minister was 
Rev, Aylmer Smith of Brigden United Church, 
the Preeching Minister was Rev. R. Lindsay 
of Camlachie United Church, the indcting 
‘Minister was Rev. Charles Lewis of St, Luke's 
United Chureh in Samia and’ the Organist 
vat Mrs, Lynn Winch, 

‘On Sunday August 6, 1978 the congee 
gation at. Blackwell welcomed Mr. MeCosh, 
Ris wife Edith and their family on the com 
‘mencement of his ministry here 

‘In December 1918, It was decided that 
the chureh should have the new smaller ted 
hymn books, then avaiable, with words only, 
Ia larger bype, which were more suitable foF 
the congregation than the original larger book 
with musie and small type, A‘number of these 
hhymn books were donated in memory of fam- 
ily members 

Tn Apa! 1979 Me. and Mis. MeCosh grac 
tounly invited members ofthe congregation to 
‘an open house at the Mans, 

‘On April 29, 1979 Lambton Presbytery 
arranged s pulpit exchange throughout Lamb. 
ton County. Rev. dames B, Phelps cae to 
Blackwell and Point Edward and: Rey. W.2 
MeCoah went to St. Pals United Church in 
etl 

‘Atte Sunday service on August 26, 1979) 
the guest soloist was Constance Francis New: 
land, accompanied by Mary Lou Francs, 

‘Te annual Blackwell United Church com, 
roast was held atthe church on September 23, 
1979. 















At Blackwell 99th anniversary the spciat 
speaker was Rev. Lloyd Stapleton of Dunlop 
United Church in Sarnia. The Art Christa 
Aggregation sing, accompanied by Mrs, Ava 
MeKenzi, 

[At the Christmas Eve service December 
24, 1979, the chureh auditorium was packed 
to" capacity with people. Caniton and Joan 
Sole played the organ arid plano, and Caro” 
lyn Sole played the flute. The Sunday Schoo! 
Children performed a Christnes play featur 
Ing the Baby In a manger, 

Tradition has been established that Black: 
well Church as each. year Good Priday 
‘momning eervice and a Christnas Eve service 
Communion is held fous times a year 

For many years now, member familie 
receive in the mail the publication, The Unit. 
4 Church Observer, on whats known as the 
Every Family Plan. Tt keeps the members in 
formed of church activities on the national 


Memoria Gitts 


Over the years 2 number of things have 
been given to the church, some in memory of 
deceased familly members, Not alteady” e+ 
‘onde are 

‘The Baptismal Font, given by the James 
family in memory of Harold James and Ruth 
€.Cryser 

‘The altar runner and antependium by 
Rey, and Mrs, Einar Bglison, in 1985 when 
the new church wa built, 


‘The clock in the sanctuary, by Mr. and 
Mrs, Robert Kuindersna, in memory of their 
on Mark 


‘The bronze cross by the Hardick family in 
memory of Bae Hardick 

A plano by Dr. and Mrs. HB, Wells, 

Stacking tables by Me, and Mr, Joti Tel 
fer and Mean Mrs, Allan MeRae 

Public address system and outdoor chimes 
by Beatrice Telfer and family in memory of 
ohn Telfer and Joseph Thomson. 

‘Twenty hymn books by Charles and Mary 
Phelps in memory of Robert Leslie Charles 
Phelps. 

Bronze plaque, with names of the min- 
Isters of Blackwell Chureh from 1880, by Mr. 
‘and Mis, H, Burton Chalmers, 

Centennial tree planted in the church 
yard, Crimson Maple, by Beatrice Telfer. 

‘Two offering plats by Margaret Sitter 
and family in memory of Lloyd Site, 








‘A new altar manner snd antependium by 
‘vena dames and family in memory of Wilteed 
dans, 


Blackvell United Church Women 


In January 1962 in accordance with a 
egiton at Toronto Headquarters, the Wom- 
(its Musiontry Soctety, and Women’s Aso. 
tion joined to become’ United Chures Wom: 
fen Following is a Ist of the main officers 
from inauguration ip 1962 until the Centen 
‘al year 1980: 


‘These officers were greatly helped by 
others auch aa social convenor, programme 
onvenars, Chureh in Society and World Out 
each, Actually all ofthe members, averaging 
bout 16 women have been actively involved 
fn every project 

Than ongoing programme, money is mised 
in a variety of ways ~ coffees, teas, bazaars, 
bake eles, catering for banguels and. pre 
puting lunches. ‘The following work asign- 
iment for 1970 i typical: 


osm cee 


Blackwell United Church Women, 1980 
Serge Sitter, Mary Phelps, Down Rowe, Orpha Str, Hulda Hardie 


Front Row: 
Sud Rows Helen Caen, Rath Col 
Fronts, 


Back Ro 


a 


‘Eni Wert, Beatie Telfer, Marert Core, Audrey Carron, Lion 


“Helen Mitchel, ve Cole, Flora Congdon, ane Hiber 





‘An annual turkey dinner was hekd untit, 
1968, In 1966 the women yotsd against eon. 
tinuing it due £o liited space and facilites 
Tor serving so many people ata sitdown meal 
Church dianers ae now served smongatbord 
Style, whieh has proved to be more satisfac 
tory. 

Tn 1961, through the Canadian Save the 
CChilten ud a Ute gl fom Hong Kong 
‘was adopted and the Blackwell United Church 
Women have sponsored a cid ever since. 

"The U.C.W. has given money to help main 
tain the Chueh, voting extra, money for 
printing and decorating as needed, and spear 
Heading such things as new carpeting. How 
ver, the main thrust of the U.C.W. has been 
‘mistion and service at ome and abroad. Loc 
ally, help has bees given by visiting auutns, 
iting residents at Bestview Nursing Home, 
fand donating annually to the Sunday School, 
Bible. Society, Salvation Army and other 
foupe such se Tluron House Boss" Home, 
Community’ Girls! Home, Home for Abused 
Wives, 404 House and the Burn Care Unit 
‘The group has also helped with donations rot 
{nour Immediate community ~The Christian 
Mission to the Blind, Five Ons, and The Un: 
‘ted Church Lambton Centre, 

‘As a special git to celobrate the 50th 
Anniversay of The United Chureh in 1915 
fand in honour of Helen Caesar, who is the 
‘daughter of the first Moderator ofthe United 
Church of Canada, Dr. George C. Pidgeon, 
they have pledged an’ annual donation of 
{$100.00 to dend family tothe Single Parent 
Camp at the United Church Lambton Centre 

Further afield, the U.C.V. yerly sponsors 
1 Cansave cil, sends special food and cloth- 
ing packages abroad and sends stamps to 
leper colony. Besides raising a large allocation 
to the Mission and Service Fund of the Un: 
Med" Chutch, they always give 2. generous 
Amount to Over and Above Fund, which helps 
I emengeney areas abroad, and’ thus helps 
Blackvell Church to be one of the most gen- 
frous churches in per capia giving to M- & 
cin the United Chureh of Canada, 











‘The 1980 members ofthe U.C.W. ae: 


Lois Beemer Helen Mitchel, Secretary 


Helen Caesar Mary Phelpe 
Eva Cole Judy Scott 

Ruth Cole Marg. Sitter 

Flora Congion Carol Sitar, President 
Marg Core Orpha sitter 

Dorothy Cullen Beatrice Talfer 

Lilian Francis Dawn Rowe 

‘Audrey Garrison Audrey Wali, Treasurer 
Mildred Gold” Bid West 








Gertrude Wiliams 
‘net Hibbert 
Hath MeCosh 


Huldan Hardck 
Waa Harrison 
Lena James 

Mary Kuindersma 





Church Muse 


Mrs, A.C. Prancs was onganist and choir 
leader for the Blesewell United Chureh from 
1957 to 1965. During this time she had jun 
iors well a adult chow 

in 1961 a Christmas Eve service was start 
eet by the fev, Gordon Barkwell The cote at 
{hi time was made up of former members 
‘eho ‘were home for the Christmas season 
from universities and colleges. The Christmas 
Eve service has been. an nal event ever 
since with the Point Rdwatd Church joining 
‘with us. Each year it seems to bocome lager 
‘nd is real famlly gethering, being held at 
47:30 inthe evening s0 the voung children are 
ale ta be present In 1966 Lynn Carobin, lat 
er Mis, Douglas Winch became ongenist and 
‘choir Teader and continued until June 1978 
‘with the exception of one year when Mise 
Sally Smith wat organist, 

‘Organists following Lynn's resignation 
wore Mrs, Sandy Garthore and Ses. Betty 
Workman 

As of November 4, 1979 Mrs, Marianne 
Clit Bogan dutis as organist and choir leader. 
Present choir members are Orpha Sitter, 
Dawn Rowe, Sandy and Bob Eyre, Audrey 
‘and Glenn Garrison, Margaret Sitter, Helen 
Mitehol, Margaret Core, Mary Hislop, Betty 
Workman, Laura Hibberd, Wendy’ Sopa, 
Gertrude Wiliams, Douglas and Mary Ferg 
fon, ‘Skaly and. John. Chorostecki, Cathy 
‘Kulndersma, and Daphne Gardner 











Several times each year the congrogation 
of Blackwell Church weleames back two out 
anding musicians who grew up in the com 
‘unity. To celebrate the 100th Anniversary, 
fon September 27th and 28th, 1980 they wil 
evform together here In concer. 

Constance (francis) Newland attended 
Blackwell Sehool end Samnis Collegiate, Dur 
ing these yeats abe won many ewatds at an 
ual mse festivals. She then graduated from 
the Faculty of Music ofthe Universty of Tor: 
fnto, majoring in both piano and voice. Since 
then’ dhe has earned many awards in singing, 
‘one of the highlights being the winner of the 
Canadian Centennial Competition in voice in 
3007 at Charlottetown, PEI. She was the 
recipient of a Canada Counell grant ¢0 study 











lackorell Church Choir, 1980 
In fronts Marianne Cif ongnit ond cho ede. 

Front Row: Res, W, E. MeCosh, Down Rove, Audrey Carrion, Mage Core, OrphaSiter, Mary Hilo, 
Beck Rows Gl Gn, Joba hornet, Mare itor, iy Choro ety Worm, Bob ye 


with Elizabeth Schwarzkopf and John Wust 

‘Connie teaches Voice on the statf of the 
Faculty of Music, University of Waster On- 
taro in London, Ontario, She continues as 8 
Detforming milan in many fields incon 
ert with, claieal guitar, Ray Sealey: 
foprano solo at "Metropolitan United 
Church in London, Ontario inthe Canadian 
opera, “Anne” of Gren Gables"; with sym 
Phony orchestras and in oratorios” and solo 
Eoncerts, She is also in demand ae an adc. 
‘lor in mse fetiveteecross Canada, 


Mary Low Francis attended Blackwell 
School and ‘Serna Central Collegiate, During 
these years she Wat a regular prizewinner at 
the Lambton County Music Festival, Shere 
uid a Teaching Cerificate from the Lake. 

Mary Lo Frac and Connie Newton in shore Teachers’ College in Toronto, For two 

Centennial Concert: September 27& 38, 100 years she taught rade 2 and muse wt Wood. 












land Elementary School in Samia, Next, she 
applied for and was accepted as a scholarship 
Student at the Unlversty of Rochester East 
man School of Musie. Upon. completion of 
hher Bachelor of Mute degree with & major in 
performance, sho held several leaching pos 
tions in Rochester and Buffalo, S-Y, During 
this time she completed her Master of Muse 
ogee 

Moving to New York City, she soon join- 
fc the Piano Faculty of the Third Street lus 
ie School Settlement in Manhattan, the old 
fest continuing muse school in North’ America, 
founded in 1894. Shortly she was appointed 
Registrar and last year, Education Dicetor 
‘She supervises a staf of 54 teachers and 1200 
‘muse students. 



















Both Connie and Mary Lou enjoy per 
forming as compared to. music appreciation 
only. We at Blackwell are fortunate to wel 
‘ome back two outstanding musician, 














Audrey Welland Audrey Carrion 


Centennial Celebration 


1980 ushored in the Centennial year of 
Blackwell United Church, Aseies of events 
have been planned to take place throughout 
the. year. On February 3,/1980'a bronze 
plague Inscribed with the nsines of all the 
Zinisers who have served in Blackwell Church 
was dedicated. Mes Lillian Franc ead 
‘hort history’ of Uke Church. The plague was 
presented to the Church by Me nd Sts, HB, 
Chalmers. Also the congregation sang a new 
Centennial Hymn, the words of which were 
‘compoied by Mrs, Bestice Telfer. 

(On June 25, 1980 an oldtashioned sre 
berry social and garden party was held on the 
church grounds, Catherine Passngham record 
fd the event in pitares of people in costumes 
ff yesteryear, The United Church Women re 
fenacted the first meeting of the Blackwell 
Ladies" Aid held at the home of Mrs. Wheat 
ley on September 2, 1908, One item of bus 
ess was recorded in the original minte book 
2 follows: 














Presentation of the Centennial Bronze Plaque 
Lillian Frcs and Bart Chalmers 





‘Moved by Mrs. Hardick and. see'd by 
Mrs, Albert dames that the Ladies" Aid 











will provide twenty-five yards of carpet 
{or the parsonage, Card 

Moved ty Ms, Pred West seconded by 
Mrs. Telfer that Mfr. Joseph Hardick look 
after the carpet rags. Cased.” 


Apparently the ladies made the carpot 
themselves! 


‘There will be sports events, special music, 
coffees, teas, bake sales, pot hk suppers, 
options, a strawberry soe and acorn roast 
‘The high light willbe the 100th Ansiversary 
service on Sunday, September 28, 1980, The 
fuest speaker will be Dr. Robert McClure, 
Medical Misionary and former Moderator of 
the United Chureh of Canada. Connie Francis 
Newland and Mary Lou Francis will provide 








Th October there will be a slide presen 
tation by dohn Wheatley on the history of 
‘Blackwell Church and Community 

From timo. to time, former ministers of 
the Blackwell Chureh Will be hereto conduct 
the worship services 

Hastinotes, sketches of the old church 
and souvenir plates will be avallable forsale 


Standings Charles 
Safer Burt Chalmers 





Blackwell Centennial Committe, 1980 
Front Row: Ruth Cle, Aubry Garon looiman) Helen Rogers (erty) Dorothy Wood. 
pn Margret Coes Margoret iter, Lilian Francin Catherine Paina, Beatrice 





Blackwell United Chureh 
Centennial Committee 





1980 
Audeey Garrison 

Charles Phelps Vice-Chairman 
Margaret Core Secretary 
Dorothy Wood ‘Treasurer 


Working Commites: | 
Don and Mary Hislop Publicity | 


Rath Cole Telephone 
Cato Sitter Telephone | 
Beatrice Telfer Letters, 

Lillian Francis Letters 

Judy Seott Log Book 

Marg Steer Pictures 

Bob Kuindersma Fund Raising | 
Ruth Cole Worship 

Burt Chalmers Plague’ 

Chatles Phelps ‘History Book 



























Blackorell Church Board of Management, 1980 
Cart Str, Milred Cold, Aud Crion (chan, Margaret Siter, Rh Cole 
Helen Rog i, Auiey Bal, Margret Core, Burt Chalmers, Conn 


Rev. WB Be (Phelps, Alec Cold Herbert Dali, Chres Cole 


Blackwell Elders, 1980 

Front Row, Lt R Mary Phelps, Daun Rave, Rath Col, Mided Gold 

2nd Row, la 10 R Doug Fergson, Clean Mitchil, Bit Posngham, Burt Chainer, Cares Phelps 

Back Row, L-1oR. Glens Carson, hale Coe il Scot, Rev. Win E-MeCost, Jones Yates 
a 














Blackvell United Church 
Session of Elders 


1980 


Clerk of Session 
Term Expires 1980 


‘Term Expires 1981 


‘Term Kxpires 1982 


Texm Expires 1983, 
‘Term Expires 1984 


Ruth Cole 
Glenn Garrison 
Mary Phelps 
Doug Person 
Fred MeNauht 
Wiliam Scott 
Charles Col 
Ruth Cole 
Mildred Gold 
Birt Pasingham 
Gatenn Mitchell 
Burt Chalmers 
Charles Rowe 
Herbert Wallis 
ohn Yates 








Trustees 


Rev. W. E, MeCosh 
Clarence Coke 
Glenn Mitehet 
Dr Herbert Walls 


Point Edward/Blackvell Charge 


Chairman Rev, William E, MoCosh 
Secretary Willam Seott 
Treasurer Mrs, Glenda Hutchinson 















‘The Centennial Hymn 
Take Time to Remember 


“Take time to remember 
"The years that are past, 

‘With thoughts of our est church 
‘nd memories tht Int 

Take time now to honor 
‘Those brave pioneers, 

‘ho toled and who stigaled 
‘Through hard early years 


‘Take time now to worship, 
Sing hyzans and give pase; 

With thanks to the Master 
or these happy days. 


Take time to gret old friends 
‘And welcome the new 
Th ined in devotion 
‘Out faith to sonew. 


‘Take time for wise planning, 
"Tne futur to face, 
So al our dear chilaren 
‘Wal cherie this pace 
May God's richest Blessings 
‘Sell be with ue here; 
‘Long may we remember 
‘Our Centennial Veer. 


Beatrice Telfer 
(Gungto the tne of Tek Time to Be Holy”) 


CHAPTER FIVE 


Blackwell Sunday School 


‘The Sunday School was probably started 
soon after 1880, when there Was accoramoda- 
ion inthe newly-built church. The fast super: 
Intendent was Ernest E, Petry, Grand Trunk 
allway station agout aé Blackwell, and’ one 
of the tne church tastes, ‘The 1879 mem 
Sership roll for Point Edward Chureh records 
that the membership of Ernest and Amanda 
Petry’ wa transfered ftom Point Edward to 
Blackwell 

"The oldest records, minutes of three 
teachers! “moctings, dave from 1886. ‘The 
Tames of T- C. Whatley, JH. Modeland and 
H Graham appear as teachers and Misses 
aglish and Galle as asistants. Mention w 
made of a Sunday School pienie aranged for 
‘lune 10th and in September the teschers de 
tidoa to meet each Wednesday in the church 
ler prayer meeting to practise singing, 

‘Attendance. records for part of 1890 
‘eal the following average atendance: 
Bible Clas, 9; Boys, 9; Cine, 6; Teachers and 
Officers, total, 28. The average weekly col 
Teetion was seventeen cents, The annul Te 
‘ort for 1890 reads a follows 


‘The publicetions ordered for 1890 were: 
1 Banner, 60e; 20 Plossant Hours, $4.40; 
‘10 Sunbeams, $1.50; 85 Barean Leaf, $2.10: 
20 Northern Messange, $4.00, 

‘Doubtless the moet interesting document 
in our church records ie the Sunday’ School 
pledge book, gift trom H, T. Modeland, 
Ebout 1886, The book wae used until 1924 
fand_ there ae 188 names attached to the 

rere under ten 
Years of see “sand of Hope’ 
Dledge reads os follows: "TRIPLE PLEDGE 
AGAINST LIQUOR, TOBACCO AND PRO. 
FANITY. 1 ‘hereby Solomnly promise to ab- 
fain from the wee o sale ofall Spsituous ot 





Malt Liquors, Wine or Cider, ab a beverage, 
from the use of tobacco in’any form, and 
from all profanity. I also promise not to as- 
Soclate with those who do any of these thins, 
‘without trying to help them by word and ex: 
Ample to reform. Signed 

‘ecords for 1905-06 give the following 
‘enrolment: Senior Bible ‘Class, 11; dunior 
Bible Class, 8: Boys Intermediate, 11; Gins 
Intermediate, 10; Juvenile, 18; teichers and 
officers, 6 total, 64, 

Christmas enteriainments were put on for 
‘many years by the Sunday School, The Sune 
day School subscribed to missionary journals 
land made donations to missions, 2 Sunday 
School Aid. and” Extension Pend, Young 
People's ‘Forward Movement and the Lord's 
Day’ Alliance. On one reason they were in 
bt ‘on account of too Hberal donations 
Rally Day is frst mentioned in 1913, The 
Sunday School also undertook to. pay the 
church janitor for several year. The haze of 
Stephea Richardson should also be mentioned 
‘as an active Sunday School worker inthe ear 
iy days ofthe church. 

(Over the years the average Sunday School 
attendance. increased from twenty-five. in 
1942 to forty-nine in 1981 and seventy-one 
in 1966, The lagest attendance on record was 
that of May 5, 1957, when 106 were present. 

For soveral year the M, & M. contribu 
tion trom the Sunday Sehoo! came from the 
Birthday Box; later the frst collection ofeach 
month was donated to the Fund ust the 
favelope sysiam was introduced into the Sun 
fay School in 1938, With ite use the colle 
tlons were almost doubled, 








Fal Hardie 








Donna Lewis’ Sunday School Class 
Front Row: Lena Cox, Gayle Howson, Slt Smith 
(holding Mery Low Proce ~~" ack Smee 


nd Rows Pauline Somes, Lois Caraon, Connie 
Francis Roger Hardich, Far Tele. 
In bock: Donne Lewis teacher. 





Jack Hardiek’s Sunday Schoo! Class 
1956-1957 
Front Row: Donald Pals, Jobn Stokes, Bayne West 


ack Row: Jak Cox, Bayne Atmore, Bob Kingdon, 
any Pali, Dan Rigdon, Jock Hrd (ener 





In the days of the old church, the Sun- 
diay School met in the auditoriim of the 
thurch. teacher would stand i one pew 
‘and the class would st facing him inthe next 
Dew, Just a fow seats away would be another | 
eacher and cass and thas at thany as five 
classes were accommodated, When the church 
‘no longer ‘had ‘enough space the. Blackwell 
School Board permitted the se of part of the 
School for the younger childsen while plans 
for the new church were being mide. The | 
‘pening and dedication services of the new 
‘church were held on December 11, 1965, 

the Sunday School was equipped 
with tables and henehes, made by Me doh 











‘Telfer with the help of Messrs, Robert Gare. 
son, Lioyd Kingdon and Bae! Hardick. Sunday 
School met at It am. at the close of church 
Service and classes were held in the church 
titoriam, vestry, choir loft and basement, 
Ineluding the titehen 

‘Superintendents ‘of the Sunday Schoo! 
have been Messrs, mest E, Petey, 1880. 
1584; Thomas C. Wheatley, 18841923; Fred 
‘ick Somes, Se, 19284984; Charles A 
‘Somes, 1986-1944; John Wheatley, 1943; 
Eat Hardlex, 1946.56; Glenn Gareson, 1987. 
1976, The office of asstant superintendent 
was eld for many years by John Wheatley, 
later 'by Charles Phelps, and dack Hardick 
Teachers and officers of the Sunday School 
‘were appointed ‘at annual congregational 
Inecting® until 1903 when this responsibility 
tras haded over to the Sunday Seo}, 


Note: Sunday School enrolments in 1988 
and 1987 are listed at the end of this Chap- 
tern footnotes I and 2 


By 1956 the Sunday School had purchas. 
fd, over several years, and had on hand a 
Side’ana illmatrip projector and portable 
Screen for the projector, duplex envelopes, 
scisors, crayons, paper, file box, one dozen 
Bibles and weekly Sunday Schoo! papers from 
United’ Church Publishing House and David 
Cook. In 1956 the names of the Sunday 
School papers were: Onward, Canadian Boy, 
Sunday Pix, Story Hour, Primary Bible St. 
ries and Kindergarten Bible Stories, 

‘The late 1980's and the early 1960's were 
the years of lamest attendance at Blackwell 
United Chureh Sunday School. In 1961, be 
sides the Superintendent and the Secretary 
‘Treasurer and is asstante there were, 12 
teachars! The highest attendance was 121 
People, with an average attendance of 88. In 
that year, the Sunday School started to spot: 
sora refugee child through the Canadian Save 
the Children Fund, ‘The fies eid wes Man 
Wa Ho who lived with his family in Macao, 
Portaguese Colony on the coast of China 

‘Also as a gesture of stom, Bibles were 
precented to older students who were leaving 
ome to attend colleges or universities, 

In 1963, there were 142 chien on the 
Sunday School roll, with an average attend- 
sce of 105, 

"s 1964, the average attendance including 
teachers wat 112. The highest attendance for 
‘any one Sunday’ was 131 on November 8, 
1964" "The collection for the yeor totalled 
'§800.05. Te was in 1964 thet the United 
Church ‘of Canada published selection of 
hard-cover books for pupils of various age 


groups and teachers guides known asthe New 
Curriculum. Purchase of these books prac 
tally depleted the Sunday School treasury. 

Tn. 1965, the Sunday School enrolment 
was 112 childven plus a staff of 17 teachers 
tnd officer, 

"The following summary indicates the 
activity 

Average Total 
Year Attendance Collection 
1953 $167.00, 
i954 236.00 
1955 7 223.73 
1986 450.19 
i961 833.94 
1962 aura 
1963 880.25 
1968 00°05 
1968 175.20 


‘Throughout these busy years, operating in 
extremely crowded conditions, Glenn Catt 
ton was Sunday School Superintendent. 

Sunday School enrolment. for 1968. is 
summarized in footnote 2 at the end of thie 
chapter 


‘Names of Sunday School pupils in years 
1967-68 ae given in footnote 4 


Helen Caesar was in charge of the Junior 
School. Same of the classes were held. in 
uckwell Hal, adjacent to the chur ln ad 
Aiton to using the church auditorlum and the 
basement area there were classes in the chote 
loft, the vestry, the futchen and the store 
room. At this time, church convened st 10 
fm. and Sunday School st 11 a, 

‘in 1966, the U-C.W. and tie mothers of 
the children entertained the Sunday Schoo! 
teachers ata dinner in appreciation of their 
tfors 

Tn 1969, the Sunday School papers were: 
CColiage, Rapport, Wow and Surprise. 

‘The number of children attending Sunday 
School remained. at 4 high level for several 
‘more years but there was then a gradual de 
(ese in etendance, 

The following is quoted from the annual 
report forthe year 1972, 


“With the completion of the renovation of 
the chureh hall in September, a new astibu 
tion of the location of Sunday School clases 
‘war made a follows, 


(Church Hal: 9:30 - 10:00 A.M. 


‘Young People's class, with leadership giv 
en by Rev, Harry Benton, Mrs. Mabel 





Blackwell Sunday School, 1980 


Front Rov, Lt R Cag Hutchinson, Nikole Yates, i Hutehiaon, Laure Walker, Sosa Green, Emily ree, 


2nd Rom, LR Randy Seat, Marcia Wood, Tine Mesiote, rin Mann 


eg 





evi Rowe, Glenda Hutchins 


1a to R Suzanne Yates, teacher, holding Alyn Walker, Tm Jolean, Chris Wood, Sora Joes, Suson 
mold 





Ick Row Ln B Keith Rowe, teacher, Jay Pasinghan, Bran Rowe, Sondre Cold, Tu Jleun, Anne Jones, 


Aaling Stephani Wer 


Campbell and Mrs. Glenn Gazzson. Bs: 
tentve use of audio-visual Is a feature of 
this department. 
10 - 11 asm. Junior Department, Superin 
ded by brs, Holen Caesar, asisted by 
Mis. Margaret Core and Miss Laurene Bee 
‘sett. Guest speakers from all walks of Ie 
‘ften make presentations to this gathering 





Main Church Building: 10-11 arm. 


"The Kindergarten and Primary pupils be- 
fin by attending church with thet parents, 
art way through the sevice they retire to 
the Basement for classes, Teachers are 
Mrs. Glenda Hutchinson, Mrs. Carolyn 
Sopél and Mrs. Mary Ellen Jemes. 

‘The Nursery i held in the hitchen during 
the tervie. It is dzected by Mise Suzanne 
Mitchel, 


A special featute of the past year was the 
sending to camp at the Lambton United 
Church Centre of seven ehildren and young 
people, They were chosen because of thir 
food sttendance records, The Sunday School 
paid part oftheir fees." 

In 1973 the children going to camp were: 
Teary Stokes, Atnold Bresette, Lastene Be 
tere, Brian Niel, Susan Lehinox, Jeff Pas 
{ngham, David Garizon, Patti Lennox. Those 
eligible but unable to go were: Lynn Stuart, 
Karen Rogers; James Cole and Richard Bley 
Suzanne Mitehel was a Couneillorsn-raining 
that year 

By 1074, the Sunday School Staff was as 
follows 
‘Teachers: Glenn Garrison, Ruth Cole, Helen 
Caesar.” Nursery: Loni Passingham. Crate 
Carolyn. Hares, Superintendent: Glenn Gar 





























son, See‘Trens: Mary Phelps. Ast, Soc Treas 


Karen Roger. 


Names of Sunday School pupils in years 
1974.18 ae given in footnote & 

During 1975 4 new movie projector was 
purchaued forthe use of the Church and Stn 
Ay School 

In 1976 the stat? was as follows 
Superintendent: Willam Scott. Teacher 
Janet Hibberd, Dorathy Wood, Wayne Caslick. 
Seccreas: Mary Phelps, Nurcery: Patt) Len: 
tox, Susan Lennox, Laura Hbber. 

in 1917, Dorothy Wood took on the dt 
ies of See'Tveas, of the Sunday School, Names 
ff Sunday School pupils in 2877 are given 
fotnote 6 

By 10980, there were 
Sunday School rll: 

April Colo 

Davia Cole 

Dawn Cole 

Lis Galloway 

Jasoo Hanis 

(Ceaig Hutchinson 

Sill Hutehinson 


filemon the 


‘Tim Joleun 
‘Tina Macsicotte 
Fraser MeNaught 
day Passingharn 
Randy Scott 
Christopher Wood 
Marcia Wood 


Sunday School Oicers 


Glenn Garison carved on as Superia 
tendent of the Sunday School ftom 1937 
tantt 1976, ‘Prom then until 1979 Wiliam 
Soote was Superintendent 

Helen Caesar taught about 18 years and 
was also Superintendent of Primary snd Jun 
for clases. She ‘wrote and produced: many 
‘Short plays which were acted out by the child 
Fen at Sunday School. Occasionally the eld 
fen were taken to nuruing homes in the area 
Thore they presented one af theit plays, 
Chie assistant’ war Margaret’ Core. Helpers 
were older pupils; Marie Bremner, Eleanor 
(Caesar, Pos’ Congdon and others, 

Margaret Sitter taught the Kindergarten 
and Primary children for 14 yeats with help 
from the older pupils, Later Mary Ellen James 
‘aught the smaller children, 


For $ years, Mr, Benson Iheld clases for 
‘young people in Blackwell Hall before the 10 
in chureh service, 

ath Cole taught an Intermediate Class of 
toventy girls ages 10 to 12 years during sor- 
trl sensons, She was Asitait Superintendent 
to Witham Scott 

Willan Scott and John Bley taught the 
‘ovo Senior Clates, grades 7 and 8 in Black 
well Hall. 

Carolyn Harris taught crafts to Sunday 
Schoo! children for special events such ab 
Easter and Christmas 

"There vere a numberof Secretary Tressur 
cers af the Sunday Shoo! over the years 

Potor Wellington, 1882-1911; 7.C. Wheat 
ley, 1914-1993; Lesie Somes, 1928-1972 
Macy Telfer, Violet Thurston". Reta Somes, 
1987-1939: Jean Garrison, 1940: Hazel Somes 
1941; Thelda. Hardick, 1942; Mrs, Russell 
Landon, 1948.45: Mrs, Maleolm ‘Thurston, 
1946-48; Joan Smith, 194852; Fm Telfer, 
1953.54; Edward Phelps, 195551; James 
Phelps, secretary, (George Caesar, asistan) 
Dale”"Hardick, ireasurer, (Dennis Neav, 
ssstant), Donald Phelps, Margaret Phelps, 
May Phelps, Karen Hogers and. Dorothy 
Wood, 

Tn 1980, Dorothy Wood is in charge of 
the Sunday” School, with teachers, Glenda 
Hitehinson, Keith Rowe and Suzanne Yates, 


Picnics 


Sunday School picnics are a tradition of 
Jong standing. Commencing in 1972, the ple 

nc wat held ai Lambton Cente, the Lambton 
Presbytery complex located on the chore of 
Leake Huron, twenty miles east of Blackwell 
‘The picnic in 1973 was preceded by a church 
tervice in the old frame ehureh bulding on 
the camp grounds. Prior to the acquistion 
fof the Lambton Contre property, the picnics 
‘Wore held on the church grounds oF at Cana 
tara Park, After hinch, games ate Une pope 
activity: foot races, movelty races, peanit 
Scramble, tug-olrat, rock ‘hunt and ‘bal 
fame. Tn June, the lake is to0 cold to entice 
Swimmers, bathers oF even waders! 


FOOTNOTES 


CHAPTER FIVE 


1. Sunday Schoo! Enrolment, 1999 


Officers: Superintendent, Charles A, Somer, 
Treasurer and Organist, Leah Purdy. 


5a 


Secretary-Treasurer, Reta Somes: Missions 








Teachers: Rev. W. T. Cleave, John Whestley, Mrs, J, H, Modeland, Miss Leah Purdy, Mise 
‘Reta Somes; Assistants, Mrs, Herbert West, Miss Abigail Wheatiey, Jean Garrison 

‘Adult Class: Will James, Mrs. Charles Sones, Mrs, Landon, 

Boys: Amold Anderon, Jim Anderson, Thomas (Bud) Sole, Ray Hardick, Lome Handi, 
Ken Hardick, Garry Somes, Raymon Core, Gamet Core, Howard West, Garnet Landon, Bilis 
Smith, Ronald Smith, Roy Garrison, Glenn Garrson, Bob Garrison, Mark Long, ssl Site, Rose 
‘Smith, Alfred Heytens, Bobbie Sitfer, Lyle Sole, Pred Sole, Jack Lewis, Jack Somes, Dale Hrd 
ick, Donald Bake, 

Girls: Jean Garrison, Hazel Somes, Margaret Somes, Enid Somes, Audrey Anderson, Janet 
Smith, Tholda Hardick, Jean Berdan, Maxine Siter, Mary Sitter, Evelyn Garrison, Eva Somes, 
‘Annie’ Purdy, Marjorie Siter, Donna Lewis, Joan Smith, Dorothy Smith, dane Carrion, Shirley 
Hardie, Norma Somes, 











2, Sunday Schoo! Enrolment, December, 1997 

Senior Class: Mr. Charles Phelps, teacher; Joan Hardic, Bll Flutes, Gerry Neave, David 
Phelps, Terry Kingdon, Margery Newe, Bevery Racher, Bonnie Sullivan, Bill Coser, Caroline 
‘Gazrsdn,doanne and Dianne Consray, Lynne Carobin, 

Intermediate Class: Mrs, A. C. Francis, teacher: Gail Chalmers, Beverly Mitchell, Donald 
Kingdon, Robert Kingdon, Wayne Atmore, Lamy Philips, Carol Sullivan, Marcia Stack, Dont 
Mebachern 

Junior Boys: Mr. Jack Hardick, teacher; Jackie Cox, Richand Mitchell, Terry Somes, Wayne 
West, Erie Fowier, Donald Phelps, Tommy Stokes, immy Atmore, Gordon Stokes, Calvin Wal 

Junior Girls: Mrs, JH, Hext, teacher; Mary Caesar, udy Garrison, Donna Hillier, Sharon Kil 
breath, Vivian Neave, Sharon acher, Janet Hackworih, Jane Bremner, Layne Cafobin, Cathy 


Garrison, Vern Hardick, Linda Mebachorn, Patty West, Evelyn Atmore, Avr Sutton, Glenda 
Garrison 








Primary 8: Mrs. Ray Berden, teacher; Marie Bremner, Peggy Congdon, Jackie Conway, Judy 
Crone, Join Cullis, Steven Heslop, Linda Robson, Penny’ Somes, dim Soper, Kerry Sutton Don. 
ale Wheeler, Linda Berdan, Margaret Phelps, Steven Racey, Caroi Somes, Marsha Recey, Adeline 
Yeates, 


Primary 2: Mrs. Lloyd Sitter, teacher; Janet Scott, Jane Henderton, Loma Hardick, Marlene 
West, James Mitchell, Guy Berdan, Brian Hunt, Douglas Beatty, Mary Lynn Plater, Donna 
Sullivan, Edward Wright 

Primary 1: Mrs. Howatd Beatty, teacher; Rosemary Lambert, Dianne Hardick, Eleanor 
Caesar, Brian Racher, Susan Mitchell, Dale Rabson, Wendy Alpaugh, Naney Soper 

Kindergarten Class: Mary Lou Francis, teacher, Chuck Alpaugh, Julie Duncombe, Allison 
Fowler, John Garson, Sandra Gauthier, Seott Henderson, Jimmy Mitchell, Beverley Sutton, 
Caro Wright, Ann Kershaw, David Hyde, Mark Sargent 

Beginners’ Class: Mrs, Fred Bromner, teacher, Mickey Racey, Susan Kingdon, Pat Hardick, 
‘Tyler Thomson, Bradley Thomson, Gwen Atmore, Suzanne Mitchell, Jane Kirs, Susan Gauthier 
Gene Stokes, Bobby Stokes, Sandi Alpaugh, Joiny Kershaw, Sharon Yeates, Jessica Harton, 
‘Tony Sutton, Mary Lou Hex Bsther Hardie, Mark Sargent, Robin Garrison, Susie Weight 
3. Sunday Schoo! Enrolment, 196 

Superintendent, Glenn Garson, 

‘Teachers: Fem Tice, Isla Lennox, Pat West, Janet Hibberd, Wava Harrison, Marie Bremner, 
‘Margaret Siter, Helen Mitchell, Helen Cactar, Eleanor Caesar Peggy Congdon, Cathy Garson, 


oma Hardck, Fran Neave, Bre Text, Clan Gartson, Wiliam Scott John Lennox, Ruth 

















Number of children entolled: Nursery, 15; Kindergarten, 13; Primary Clases, 88; Junior 
(Cases, 44; Intermediate, 8; Senior, 7 


4. Sunday Schoo! Enrolment, 1967-68 
Nursery Class: Mrs. Wim, Kitk, Teacher; Fern Tice and Isla Lennox, Helpers; Richard Scott, 


54 


Meredith Scott, Laura Hibberd, Bill Core, Mary Kirk, Lewis Roger, Cathy Kuindersma, Tod 
MacNeil, Par Feri, Vicky dames Julie Glendon, 

Primary 1: Vivian Neave and Pet West, Teachors; Janet Francis, Janice Passingham, David 
Faris, David Kuinderima, Andrew Hibberd, Calvin Laur, Donna Crone 

Primary 2: Mrs, Lloyd Sitter, Teacher; Ronald Hardick, Peul Hyde, Jennie Stokes, Lori 
Smith, Brad Lightfoot, Roderick Bley, John Bley. 

Primary 8: Pegay Congdon and Jane Henderson, Teachers; Glenn Farts, Danny Glendon, 
Brian Hamilion, Seote Joiner, Martha, Morten, Terry Parker, Chai Sitter, Berry ‘ice, Sharon 
Vanderinden, Shelly Smith, Ronnie Tayler, Pery Hyde, Karen Henning, Janct McCabe, Jim 
O-Donnell, Anne O'Donnel, 

Junior 1: Mrs, Chris Smith, Teacher; Ken Laur, Brat Blake, Amold Bresette, Dolores Lazaruk, 
Jeff Horley, Mautiee Lambert, Marlene Lambert 

Junior 2: Mrs, Helen Caesar, Teacher; Kagen Rogers, Debra Hyde, Lori Stuart, Joan Harrison, 
Judy" Core, Viekie Tice, Laurene Bresette, Naney Bagcley, Bran Smith, David Garrison, List 
Kershaw. 

Junior 3: Glenn Garrison, Teacher, Marilyn Cole, Assistant; Terry Soper, Mamie Hamilton, 

mn Stuart, Melody Bresette, Cheryl Nichols, Mariya Hardick, Cathy La Bier, Evelyn Huebl, 
Stephanie Gardner, Mary Ellen Feeney 

Intermediate 1: Wiliam Scott, Teacher; Carol Wright, Susan Wright, Ann Crowes, Heather 
Stuae, Tom Core, Mary Lou Hext, Geraldine Lai, Gal Laur, Kevin Morehouse, Brin West, 

Intermediate 2: John Bley, Teacher smpbell, Catharine Hext, Kerry Kirk, Susanne 
Miehel, Mark Smit, Jane Soper, Kathie Wright, Susin Joiner, Rick Heslop, Stuart Gardner, 

Senior Clas: Mrs. Charles Cole, Teacher; Blesnor Caeser, Assistant; Vivian Cole, Virginia 
Cole, Duncan Crowais, Carol Feeney, John Gamrison, Dianne Handick, Jane Kuk, Sandy” Me: 
(Cacken, Jack MeCrackén, John MeFadyen, sim Mitehel, Bary Smith, Nancy Soper, al Wright 


5, Sunday School Fnrolment, 1974.75 


James Cole, Bill Core, Paul Denney, Dianne Francs, Nancy Ferguson, Steven Ferguson, 
Dapiney Gardner, Julle Glendon, Sandra Gold, Chris Guilfoye, Jason Hass, John Harris, aura 
Lbberd, Rob Hisiop, Jennifer Hopkins, Heather Hopkins, Janet Kerth, Carol Kick, Mary Kiek, 
Carolyn’ Lennox, Lee Main, Brian Mitchell, Diana Noel, Pal Noel, Jay Passingham, Scot Perry. 
Todd Perry, Dense Phumby, Terry Purcell, Karen Rogers Lewis Rogers, Brian Rowe, David Rowe, 
Keith Rowe, Karen Sandercock, Meredith Scott, Richard Scott, Steven Sitter’ Mark Sopel, 
Wendy Sopel, Christopher Wood, Marcia Wood. Thity families reprsented 


5, Sunday School Enrolment, 1977 

Sandra Gold, Bill Core, Meredith Scott, Randy Scott, Chris Wood, Marcia Wood, John 
Harrie, Jason Harris, Sten Rogers, David Rove, J, Hibberd, Daphney Gardner, Craig Hatebin 
son, ‘Tina Massicoti, List Galloway, Laura James, Sara James, Tim doleun, day Passingha 
18 familie were represented, 










CHAPTER SIX 


Local Industries 





‘Threshing on the farm of Henry West, Blackwell 1917 | 
Sunley West, Fred Baber, Ben Decors, Jack Hooper, Henry Wet Jr, Roy Pelton, Cat 
West, Keith est, Coon Broun, Cordon Wet 

inson (owner), Joe Logan, Lash Wet, Parl Welington, Vie Belington, Myre West Etbo | 


i Herold Trafford, Heae Whiting, Carence Pelton, Henry West St Henry Frat Mr Homey Bet, Mr 
EdToyoe. 
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A expla ring. Not the brick foundation 


Farming in Blackwell 


When Lake Waveanosh was drsined, the 
lake bed wa found to be valucloss for farzing 
Some thirty years ago, the late Or. KA 
Hooper wrote! "In 1896 I bought lot 12, con- 
fesion 8, Sania ‘Township, and Jim Cra Sr, 
faid to me, ‘Lets grow beeta for Wallaceburg 
‘We suceveded in getting up half'a ear and 
Ahought we were doing business But T saw 
1500 acres of poor, flooded land and discov 
fred our land lscked phosphate. T sent for 
ome to try out and it was such a success T 
took ores for a ear lot next yea Wo cars 
tnd se were shipping out ten cas of beets 
a day and Storing” With the treatment ofthe 
foil with the tuivients which i lacked, the 
lake bed increased enormously in value and 
Blackwell became a prosperous farming com 
munity 











The following isthe deseription of a Black 
swell fam in 2 1905 realestate journal: "One 
hhundeed acres in the ‘Township of Sarnia, 
County of Lambton, all cleared, 12 scree 
teadow, 20 acres peste, level all drained 
by open drains, soll T acres gravelly loam, 
batene lack toa, watered by well, 26 
fcres orchard, mixed frult, 14 story. frame 
Toute 3016, frame kitchen 12 x 14, 8 rooms 
fn house, barn 50x 35, brick stable nder ful 
flee barn, brick dive shed 18 x 30, frame sta 
ble 14 x 35, granary over dive shed, brick 
milk house 14 20, briekyard and all fixtures 
Feady to make brick, capacity of brick-making 
machine 2400 bricks per dap, lots of brick 
lay on fhe farm, situated on gravel road, 
‘ronting on Lake Huron, 1 mile to church and 
school, © miles to Sernia market, 1 mile to 
Blackwell railroad station and. post office. 

















Ieckaon and Jack We 





Sram Tivesing Engine and Water Wagon 





Fred West wth oad of pork ready for market 





Hore end Cater 





Tom Wheatley onthe Mater Wagon thet 
sceonpaned then feng eg. 


Lerma Hardick with mi pick op truck 
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Abia Whestley, AC Fanci and John Kap 
thet and in Serle Pere’ Market 


Price $6,000 cath. Possession any time, spring 
or fall, WI not exchango. Price subject to 
thange if oll or gas Is struck on the farm oF 
‘more bulldings are put up. Lot, Concession 
By owned BY cence Blackwell 
Post “office.” (From Ontario eal Bxtate 
Monthiy, London, Ont,, Vol. IV, No. 7, 
‘Aust, i908, page 146.) 

‘Backwell's noted sll for its garden prod- 
ue that grows most plentfully on the old 
Wavenost lake bed ~ potatos, com, onions, 
carrots, beets, cabbage, cauliflower, radishes, 
frase sprouts, asparagus, beans, peas, squesh, 
Pumpkins, chinese cabbage, celery, rhubarb, 
Eris, srawberies, brocoll, tomatoes and 
pausley’ For many years such produce has 
been taken to the formers’ market in Sarnia, 
Other outlets were the provisioning of the 
Jake ehipe and local restaurants and hotel and 
bulk shipments aboard ship for the Lakehead 
‘communities at Sault Ste Marie, Thunder Bay 
fd Duluth. ‘Through the years field crops 
have also been grown on the high ground, 
‘heat, cats, barley, whito beans and soybeans, 
[A Tew catie, hops, sheep and horses are still 
raid, 


More Drainage Ditches 


‘Throughout Samia Township the land is 
flat, 20 that drainage ditches have very litle 
flope at best With the exception ofthe south 
‘vent comer of Sarnia Townbip, these open 
“rainage channels are all intercennocted and 


flow northward, emptying into Lake Huron 
biter atthe Cull Drain some 3/8 mile east of 
the Telfer Sideroad ora the Perch Creek, just 
‘west of St, dohn's-in-theWitderness Anglican 
Church. Keeping these channels cleaned out 
and freé- flowing is @ never ending jo. 

‘As an example, the West Drain, a teibu: 
tary of the Cull Drain, as dug in’ 1905, Te 
fins almost due east, commencing in ot 41 
fd joining the Cull Drain in Tot 33. On 
‘August 29, 1904 the Township of Sarnia 
‘ened an agreement with John H. Jones, On 
{aro Land Surveyor, to prepare plans, profile 
tnd specifications for the drain. A panel of 
tea men to asset nthe survey Was appoint 
ft, consisting of Thomas Somes, TH, George, 
HL West, P. Wellington, Alber James, Sol Si. 
ter and D. Morrison. On Match 20, 1905 9 
Court of Revision was sworn in, as follows: 


Re 
Kinpelesse yA 


QitB lnere. Jha tha fru 8. onl, 
Oe 
ib at igigg, 

Lie inc 

Aas pest men ieee ie 
Mech Cog pl hy tbe hack 
pbehy at eae 
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Court of Revision 
Re: West George Drains By-Law 


We, JHB. Moore, John Atkin, Joseph A. 
Wood, Anihony Jackson and dames D. Mil 
ler, do solemnly swear that we Will, to the 
bet of our judgment snd ability and without 
fear, favor or partiality, honestly decide the 
appeals to the Court ot Revision from the 
‘acessments appenting in the West-George 
Drains By-Law, whieh may be brought Be: 
fore us for til a members Of eid Cour, 








Sworn before me st J.H.B. Moore 


‘Tp. Hall this ‘Anthony Jackson 
20in day of March ow ph A Wood 
AD. 1908, Joh Atkin 
‘as. D, Miler 
M, Lowrie 
"Tp. Clerk 


‘Tenders wore called for by Sarnia Town: 
ship, Three lenders were teceived, one by Tt 
‘A. looper, one by E.G. Lacking, who gave 
fs his aldfes, "Sarnia Tunnel P Gand one 
by Richard Hardick and Thomas Somes, The 
lakt tender namod was the lowest and the £1 
lowing agreement was executed! 





Agreement between Richard Hardick and 
‘Thomas Somes of the Township of Samia in 
the County of Lambton 

and the Municipal Council ofthe Township of 
Samia, made the 12th day of July 
1908, 


We, Richard Hardick and Thomas Somes 
hereby’ agree to dig 360 rods more or less of 
West drain at $149 per rod, sid work to be 
done in manner following, that isto say 


The whole of the digging and all other work 
‘mentioned In the profile snd specifications 
Cf the drain, which form a part of this grec 

"The culvert to be built for the sum of 
‘Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00), 


‘The work to be commenced on of before the 
ith day of duly 1905 

tnd said work to be finished on or before the 
ist day of December next, under a penalty 
{9f $10.00 for every weok the job may be ur. 
‘ished after the day aforesaid. And the sald 
CCouneil on their part agree that they wil pay 
to the said Richard Hardick and Thomas 
‘Somes every three weeks on the estimate of 
the engineer, leks 20% to be retained unl the 
‘whole work is completed, 


Witness our Hands and the Seal of the 
‘Townihip of Sarala the day and year above 


sae: Richard Hardick 


M, Lowrie 
‘Thomas Somes 


By 1914, some problems developed with 
this drain a evidenced by the following or 
respondonce: 





Feb 2 1914 
‘To the Munieiple Council 


Gentlemen 


We the undensigned do hereby apply to 

have the West Druin cleaned ou & put in 
‘pal, without an Bnginer sid by 

Richard Handi, 

Albert James 





6 Vie ty 








Seria Aug 18th 1914 


‘To the Clerk and Treasure of the Township of 
Sarnia 


Mr Miles Carrick 

Dear Sir in aecordiance with the petition 
of Richard Hardick and Albert James of hav 
Ing the West George drain cleaned out and put 
[repair without an engineers report, we met 
today. at a body and tale the matter over 
tnd we came to the conclusion to have an 
Engineer go over the drain and prepare @ 











profile and bylaw having the fest assessment 
Deyable 1918 and extending over a term of 
five years 


Thos Somes 
R. Hardick 
Ni Francis 
ohn Francis 
Henry West 
‘Albert James 


[At about the same time, the Cull Drain 
was deepened and widened using. a steam 
hovel mounted on a scow which floated on 
the stream, Mr. A.C. Francis sys that he can 
Temember' seeing’ it in operation, as a. boy 
trnen visting bis grandfather James farm on 
Toe 27, just east of the Telfer Sidoroad. This 
‘would ikely have happened in 1912, 


‘The Sugar Beet Industry 


As early as February 22, 1878 there were 
report inthe Sarnia Obsarer, a weekly news 
puber, of studies on the feasility of produc 


Stam Shovel on sos daepening Cul rain in Saris Township 1912 





ing sugar from sugar bets. By the tur of the 
fentury, sugar beets were considered one of 
the most profitable erope grown in the Black- 
‘well area, The Michigan and Dominion Sugar 
Companies were the main contractors, with 
field men, of field bosses as they were called, 
faking contract in the early Spring with aed. 
farmers, The Companies supplid the eed and 
Gelivered it to the farmers at planting time 
‘They alao arranged for labourers to lock, hoe, 
fand in the fall to pall and top the beets. At 
harvest time the beets were Ioaded on wagons 
land drawn by horses to tae weigh sation. 
‘After belng weighed the bests were loaded on 
‘height cars and shipped to the factories. The 
Michigan Sugar Co. processed their bects at 
roswell, Michigan, wile the Dominion Sugar 
(Go, ned factories : Wallacoburg and Chatham. 
Inthe early yeare W.B, Smith of Petrolia was 
the field boes forthe Michigan Co. Later Jos 
ph Thomson took over his duties. Some of 
the other employees were Nicholas and A.C. 
Francis, Albert Taylor, Charles Farris and 
Colin Berdan, Mae Bright and Beatrice Thom- 
on handled the welgh scales 

"The field boss forthe Dominion Sugut Co, 
was Albert Wellington, followed by Fred 











Groombridge, John McGrail and George But 
1S algae et er We 
Jimes Bright, Angtr damieron, Roy and in 
‘Aimcont, Mined omer, Ken Compo, 
‘ean Steratson, “Eldon "Mason, Josh 
indic Hams Hardee Alln McLaren, 
Dona bakes loge Tston, Stewart Jamie: 
‘om, Jack MeLean, Hoy Pascoe, Bil Mitchell 
tna! Murray ‘Monga, Bertha Welington and 
Coreta Bake banded the weigh sale 

During the years when ugar beets were 
tus grown in he Blackwell aca, poopl cree 
{tom the European Counter, opecly Bel 
jum and flolland to work ine elds Later 
Sanyo these men an thet faies Soup 
ind and are now amongst the most prope 
un ftmers ofthe are, 

‘Working In the beet fields was seasonal 
wort tI tad in with other Cops Inthe 
{pring these worker would go to the tabace 
ountty around Delhi, Ontafo and plat the 
{bacco scedings, Then they. would come 
beck and or thin the far ees At 
ares tne they would work ihe folmsco, 
ent inthe powoes nd then in the supe 
tot 








Blocking beets was done with « short- 
handled hoe, about 22 inches long. The single 
seedlings had to be left about every 12 inches 
‘part. This was back-bending work! The pay 
was $14.00 por acre, 





Hoe wed to Back saga beats and knives 
‘edt op theme 


At harvest time, starting about the frst 
week in October, «plough was un down each 
‘ow of beets to loosen them inthe soll that 
they could be picked up by hand: Bach and 
every beet had’ to be plcked up and ies top 
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es topping spar bate 


chopped off, A special knife was used; the 
beet was picked up off the ground with the 
curved hook on the and of the knife, the beet 
(gasped in the left hand and the leaves neatly 
Severed with the knife hel inthe right hand, 

Marcel and Cecile Bonnier were skied at 
this work, As a marie couple they came to 
Delhi in 1950 from their native Belgium, not 
‘knowing the English language. For yeas they 
Worked’ in the sugar best fields for many of 
‘the Blackwell growers 

‘AL harvest time, Cecile says the pay for 
topping beots was $14.00 per acre phis a bo: 
‘nus of 50 cents per ton for a cop yield of 
‘more than 14 tons per acre. One year Goldie 
Lewis had an excelent crop which yielded 16 
tons por ace, so Cecile got $15.00 per acre 
for topping. Thee beets were gown On black 
marl soll and they were long an smooth, She 
ould! do. one acre a day. Beets grovm on 
heavy clay land were often short and chunky 
and covored witha clump of roots, They were 
hard to handle, 

‘Cecile remembers one day when she was 
working for Albert Leugs. When she Way at 
the far end of a row of Besta, the family dog 
stole her lunch and ate It Mrs, Leugs cae to 
her rescue with some food 





Some of the beet growers for whom Mar 
col and Cecile worked were: Bob Somes, Wi 
fed James, Harold James, Malcolm Thurston, 
ex Logan, Challe Hardick, George Hardick, 
Goldie Lewis, John Telfer, Millon Jackson, 
George ‘Snauivaert, Paul Snauvaer, Lome 
‘Yan Gaver John Welton, Orville Hardick, Hal 
Hard, Alt Heytens, ‘Leonard Marks) Joe 
Walker, Albert Leugs, Mrs. Claeys, Alex Pass 
‘agham, Harry Moore, Mrs. Cyril Lambert and 
Tame Smith 

‘nen harvesting commenced, Blackwell 
bweame busy place with as many. as 200 
wagon toade of beets a day belng Weighed In 
If-var «common sight to see dozens of horsas 
{hd wagons lined up along the sideroad wal. 
ng thet tar to be weighed in and unloaded 
‘The two Companies had separate scales, Do 
ninion being just south of the CN. tracks 
fn the Blackwell Seroad and the Michigan 
frther south’ on the south east comer of 
Blackwell Road and the sideroad, where the 
teramle shop now stands. Both ‘Companies 
fd dumping grounds since at times, allway 
tary were. not available. A sample of four 
frets was taken from each load a be cleaned, 
fd any extra top removed, This was called 

are” and this perentage was deducted from 

that load, A smple was also sent to. the 
Iaetory to determine the sugar content. After 
the beets were unloaded the empty wagon 
tras weighed to find out the net weight of 
Use and that is what the farmer was paid 
for. The person in chargo of the scales had to 
talc closely to See thats horse's foot wasn't 
‘ekdently on the scale when weighing in, or & 
‘nheel of the sale when weighing out 

“At fet the handling ofthe Dest crop was 
one almost entirely by” hand, Occasionally 
there were heavy Taine duping the harvest 
‘secon, SteeLsimmed. wheels on the wagons 
twoald ink to the axles in the soft eo, The 
Snawer to thie wat wagons fitted with auto- 
‘mobile wheels and Tubber tires. They were 
facated locally by Bran Maw and Jack Tel 
{er and became very, popular. Many of them 
‘eal in oervice on farms today, 

‘At the end of the harvest season it was 
time to ship the stockpile of sugar beets that 
hic’ scoumulated when railway care were in 
‘hort supply, Until mechanical loaders were 
tinlable this war done the hard. way, The 
bests had to be loaded by hand on to wagon, 
the wagons pulled by horoes alongside the val” 
vray eat, and” the beets forked by hand into 
the car Russell Hardick says that in 1988, a 
nan with his wagon and team of horses wae 
pid 25 cents a ton to do this hard labour Tt 
tras a long day's work for man to fill one 
ralvay eat! 


‘on ache Srood 


Later more modem methods took over; 
tractors replaced horses and mechanical lod. 
fers replaced muscle-power in the fields and at 
the unloading site. To unload the wagons 
directly into railway car, on the north side of 
the track, there was a timber structure with 
fairly steep ramp up which the wagons had 
fo ascend, Te was Sted up in sich a way that 
the wagon box cotld be tipped over sideways 
tnd the beets dumped into'a chute. An end 
Tes conveyor liftd the beets to the upper 
deck and another conveyor dumped them 
Into the ralwaycar. Por the last 3 of & seasons 
this structure was feplaced by a semimobile 
lunlosder where the wagons could be driven in 
‘on ground level and dumped, The bots were 
Poked up by an elevator belt and discharged 
Into the railway car. This improvement speed: 
et up the unloading time, When sear wae fil 
4, ft would be piled out of the way and 
‘mother empty car pulled into position to 








Suge beet loner on Blckl Sderoad a he CNR. tacks 


take its place, Joo Hardick did the pulling 
With an old Joh Deere teactor which spatter 
2d and shook but always managed to-do the 
fob. 

In the meantime, sugar cane imported by 
the Companies from Cuba and other Carib. 
‘bean Inland began to compete with Canadian 
grown sugar bocts ss a source of sugar, The 
Plants at Chatham and Wallaceburg became 
Dbsolete and were not modemnized. The Do- 





minion Co. got into some financial difficulty 
4nd the common stock was bought up by an 
Enlish Company which was more incereted 
in making sugar from imperted sugar eane 

an from beets, The Dominion Sugar Co. 
latterly. known as the Canada and Domi 
Jon Sugar Co, ceased operations at Blackwall 
ln 1967. ‘The factories in Wallaceburg and 
Chatham were Inter closed, ‘The Michigan 
Sugar Co. had closed down their Blackwell 
‘operation much earlier, about 1980, 














Aifed Heytene with a wagon ood of gr 
eas 908 


Anne Heytens with «wagon ad of gr bots 














Stock ple of sugar beets 
Herbert Wea Leo Tein, Eldon Mason, Jim Bright 
“Sa Dona Blake 





‘Sugar beet train ready to leave Blackwell 
in Bright, Leo Telia, Dom Blake (onthe cr), 
Tibor Det and Elon som 





‘The Pile Factory 


From 1917 until 1920 a plokle factory 
wearin operation at Blackwell 'On the north 
Side ofthe railway tracks, on the westside of 
Blackwell Sieroad was» atrooted building, 
tm office shanty and a double row of wooden 
vats, Ar A. C. Francis remembers, cach vat 
trae about tenor twelve fect in diameter and 
Ten fect high, A walkway about six feet off 
the ground suounded the vats. Each vat was 
‘covered with a canvas top. Also there was a 
etic ater tank about sixteen fect high 
‘which was fled with water by a gasoline 
Adiven pump piped to.a sand point driven in 
the ground. 

{ithe harvest season the operation was 
‘aried on by Libbay, MeNeill and Libbey, 
trellenown canning company, Jack Metntyee 
tras tn chasge, followed by Orville Hardick 
tnd Joe Thomson, Two of the workers were 
Stan Somes and A.C. Francs 


‘Cucumbers were delivered to the site by 
local growers. They wore sorted by size, those 
24 to 8 Inches in length being ased for Ger 
kine and the larger ones for dil pickles. The 
Gerkins were sored in the outdoor vats in 
‘rine, 

‘esh dill was soaked in wator to make a 
‘aay liguor. The larger cucumbers were put in 
‘wooden. whiskey arels together with dill 
Tiguor, 3 or 4 pounds of dil, one quart of 
Apple cider vinegar and Water” A. C. Francis 
tye that when a barrel leaked, the cracks 
fwould be eaulked with eat tall oods which 
‘were available in the ditches nearby. Orville 
Hardie says that production was” around 
60,000 pounds of Gerkins and 400 barels of 
‘il pikles per season. 

Kmong the local cucumber growers were 
Hugh’ McCvie's father, ‘Thomas. Goldsmith, 
‘Thomas Somes 3 Pye and chard Hlarick, 
Orville’ father Richard Hardick also grew the 
‘mL 

‘After New Years the Gerkin pickles were 
taken out of the vals and put into whiskey 
barrels for shipment. 


‘Blackwell Brick Yards 


‘The brick industry in Blackwell had its be 
ténning in the 1860's and was centored in Une 
Wcinity of the Telfer Sideroad and the Cull 
Drain, In the Sarnia Tovenship assessment roll 
for 1865, Me, Charles Wesley is sted as oper 
fing bilek yard on the farm later owned by 
Mr, Ban Tardick, We are informed that he 
hnad 4 trolley running south to the elay beds, 
to bring the clay tothe yard. The wellinown 
Blackwell brickmakery were James, Yeates, 
‘Telfer and" damien, Thomas Pilkey and 
‘Thomas Somes alo rented brickyaeds tt One 

‘Gtay was brought from the back of the 
farms on which the brickyards were locited. 
Mixed with sand, it was pressed into moulds 
‘Which held six brick. The bricks were remov- 
‘ed from the moulds snd laid on the ground to 
Gy and harden for thtee or four days. Taese 
“green” bricks were then plled up in ns 
about twenty-four feet long, fitoen feet high 
land. about twenty. feet wide, Langthrse 
frches, about eighteen inches high, were Bult 
in the base. The brleks Were piled so as to 
leave air spaces and the kilns had to be kept 
‘dry during thie time, Sliding wooden roofs 
covered some of the Kilns, The kilns were 
plastered on the outside with an insulating 
{material called scoving, which consisted large 
| of sand, Iron doors were fitted to the ends 


















‘Telfer Brickyard, Blackwell, about 1895 
{fini tin maybe sen at fr ft ther ent, with th ving sl. 
Tight ein the proce rection I the foreground, ks ae dy 








"Telfer Brickyard 
Mixing nd ond clay - note the rich moulde 
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of the tunnels to regulate the draught. Soft 
‘wood cut from the Eighth Concession was 
ed to fire the kins. I was eu into fourfoot 
lengths and fed through the iron doors at fix 
td intervals, The fires were usally started on 
Monday” mornings and if all went well the 
leks would be done by Friday: if ot, the 
free continued over the weekend, When the 
licks wore finished and were cool, the scov 
ing was Knocked off and the bricks were haul 
tt away to Samia and outlying points, 

‘Mev A. C. Francis recall that te Ist brick 
xyrnd iy operation was the dainer Also a8 be 
emembers the kilns were aval ied in the 
Spring of the year, perhaps because building 
‘onsiraction resumed when fteering weather 
‘Sued. Usually the wood for fuel would be 
‘it and brought out of the bush during the 

“A lage stone pier was built before 1880 
in font ofthe Jamieson place and an attempt 
Was tude fo chip bricks on Lake Huron. A 
teow was loaded with bricks but when got 


hort distance out into the ako, it sted and 
then turned over, and the load was lost, Years 
Inter, in the 1913 storm, the remnants of the 
Pier were washed away 

"The Blackwell bricks have characte 
sppearance of their own and can be readily 
Recognized, “This pioneer industry supplied 
lange quantities of white bricks for bullings 
In this area Some of these which have sueviv- 
fu til 1980 are Our Lady of Merey Roman 
Catholic Church in Semis, the olf houses on 
both the N.W and Ne comers of Blackwell 
Road and Blackwell Sideroad, the Prail house 
at 1502 Blackwell Road, the T. C. Wheatley 
howe at 1878 Blackwell Road, the Faithoene 
house at. Bright's Grove (reconstructed In 
1979 by Sarnia Township and in service as the 
Brights Grove branch of the Lambton Coun. 
ty Library System), the Town Hall n Petrolia, 
St. Andrew's Presbyterian ‘Church and. St 
George's Anglican Chueh in Sarna, the Tet 
for farmhouse at 2083 Lakeshore Toad, the 
Mackenie house at 568. Chriting Street 
North in Sarnia and the old Blackwell United 
Church whowe centennial a being celebrated 
during the year 1980, 


Pralll's Greenhouse Products Ltd 
1508 Blacksell Road 


Prior to 1920, Prank M. Prall was Super 
fnvendent of the Samia branch of Metropol 
tan Life Inmurance Company. "That year he 
forsook that profesion and started in. the 
‘market gardening business on lot 45, Con- 
tossion 9 of Sarnia Township, Por many years 
hhe grew field crops: mostly gardon vogtables 
‘which he sold on Sarnia Farmers” Market. 1 
‘was. located in two separate. buildings on 
Lochiel Street belind che old City Hall Which 
fronted on Christina Street North 


The Pail house ond greenbouss 





To start the seedlings in the spring requir. 
fet x greenhouse, which he bull Soon people 
Started to come Tor bedding plants inthe 
Spring as thoy do today. To meet the demand, 
tho area under glass was incensed, again and 
again. Naturally, the wey to. make these in 
‘estmonts: pay for themselves, was {0 stow 
‘more plants for more days in the year. 

‘Starting as a young lad, Fran’ gon, Ha. 
rold, grew up ‘with the business, When his 
‘ther died in 1946 Harold continued ‘with 
the busines. By this time, the grenhousce 
‘were producing rope year round as they do 
{today The next stap was to open arelal out- 
let of their own, Prail's Flower Shop, 140 
Mitton Stroot South, In Samia. ‘The Shop is 
managed by Harold's brotherindaw, John 
Bur 


‘Today, there are 90,000 a9. feet under 
lass at the orginal location at the NE cornet 
Sf Blackwell Road and Modeland Sieroad, 
‘The escalating cost of heating greenhouses ie 
serious development that was not planned? 
Harold's son, Bruce, is following in his 
father's footsteps, which Is becoming a fase 
Aly tradition. Together they follow the sazons, 
‘om Easter Liles, to Spring bedding plant, 
to Mother's Day flowers to wedding day cor 
sages end’ Bouquets, to Christmas Poinsettias 
and something for every occasion in between, 


Sitters Greenhouses 
1514 Blackwell Road 
1934-1975 


Originally, Lloyd Sitter was market 
sardener, grovring bulk erops whieh were pur 
hasod mostly by ffuit and vegetable whole. 
talers. He grew carots, beets, cauliflower, 
onions, cabbage, radishes, lettuce, tomatoes 
‘quash and celery on his ich black muck soi, 
Lloyd, with other gardeners, shipped produce 
‘on thé lake boats to the So and the Lale- 
‘head. The greenhouses started in «small way 
{in 1054 when be put up the first structure. 
‘The root consisted of 22 storm windows from 
the original Samia Geneel Hopital, on North 
Mitton Stret in Sarnia, These weee purchased 
for 5 cents each. The fist plants he grew 
were vegetables, and mainly for his own use 
He heated the greenhouse with «small wood 
stove at tls time, The demand for annual box 
plants grew, so Lloyd expanded the given 
Fuse and’ grew vegetable and flower plants 
45 well x potted geranium, He put in'e hot 
Water boiler for heat, buring coal with the 
help of an hydeaulle nderfeed stoker design 


Sites Greenhouses 1934-1975, 


aya Stern 1943 


fd and bl in Sarnia by the late George Mc 
Gee. When coal could no longer be obtained 
he converted fo natural ga, which was much 
less work and which produced a much cleat 
rite, 

Tending the greenhouses became a full 
time job for Iloyd and bis wife: Margaret, 
supplemented with extra help in the busy 
ignore Spring they ge Ano ard 
Inter Shapdragons and Freesias for wholesale 
in tho Fall and Winter months. The Freecias 
vill Tong be remembered for their sweet ta 
‘tance that filled the greenhouses, After sory 





Loyd and Margret Site in 1963 


ing the public for 41 years, Lloyd and Marga 
et sold the business and rotted across the 
oad in their new house, ‘The greenhouses 
‘Were taken down to make way fora new sab 
vision in 1978, 


Purdy Fisheries Limited 
1585 Blackvell Road 


The Purdy family has been fishing com. 
rmereislly in Lake Huron for more than 75 
Yyears. The 1911 Sarnia and Point Edward Di 
ectory isis the ame, “Purdy, Milton B, 
Fisherman, lives 310 Nelson". Later his son, 
William 3. Purdy, his wife Leah, and thet 
family lived on this same large lot on the N-E 
comer of Nelson and St. Vincent Strats in 
Strmnia. Needing more space, in 1025, Me. 
Purdy’ bought property on Blackwell Ros 
feast of Modeland Sideroad, His home anda 
‘vooden fish house were located an the south 
fide’ of the road, now known as 1535 Black 
well Road, Later a lage cement block “wine 
House was built om the north de of the 
Youll, where itis today. Here the huge nets 
bre repaired and tarred Bassere-by have often 
Seen the nets spread outdoors drying in the 

‘Wiliam J. Purdy died in 1944 and the 
fishery was carried on by his so Ronald His 
Sister Leah, who has continued to reside at 
41585 Blackwell Road hat been associated 
in the business with hia, Recently, Ronald's 
‘2n, Milford has assumed direction of the 
‘enterprise, Milford i the fourth generation in 
thie family busines 

‘Over the years many men have fished the 
water of ‘Lake Huron between Modeland 
Roed and Bright's Grove, Some of theve were 
Herman Bunning, Aaron West, Edgerton Wi 
son, Charlie Wilson, Bil Hamilton, Bil Gibbs, 





Colin. Berdan, William Brown, Isaac, Otie, 
Gordon, Ken, Willam and James Galle, Prom 
time to’ time Blackwell men worked for the 
fishermen, 

Tn the carly yours, Wiliam Purdy fished 
off the shore of Lake’ Huron at the foot of 
Modeland Sideroad.A. large open wooden 
boat was used in seiting and lifting the nets 
‘When notin uso it could be hauled on shore, 
A row of fish stakes would be lid onthe sand 
Starting at the watar’s edge and’ the boat 
‘would be rolled up the incline, aver the stakes 
bby means of rolls, the boat being hated 
up by a heavy line ahd hand-operated winch, 
‘A'wooden scow fitted with a plsdiver was an 
‘scenialitem of equipment. 

Tn the Spring maple stakes and gear such 
fs anchors, marker floats and lines would be 
Hhauled to the lake shore and piled on shore 
high enough trom the water's edge to avotd 
being washed eway in astm, 


Water Pandy and hc father Wim Purdy 


In the early days pond nets were used 
‘wheres gil nets are more common nowadays, 
‘As the name implies, the fish were impounded 
in the net, When the site was chosen, a line 
ff Hakes would be driven in the lake bottom, 
Starting at'a water dept of about fifteen feet 
‘and extending out nto the lake to deeper wa 
ter. Lead nets would be fastened to the sakes, 
in effect forming a vertical fence suspended 
lunder the surface of the water. At the end far 
Irom shore, was the tunnel net and te exb, 
‘The fish entered the tunnel fom elther side 
of the lead. At the end of the tunnel, the 
fish entered’ the ex through the open door 
When the pond not was to be lifted the crib 
‘entrance would be closed by letting off the 
line that held it open. ‘The steel bar sn and 
the net door closed. The smaller fh could 
‘wim through Use openings in the net but the 
larger fish would be unable to escape. A good 
catch would be two of three tons of fish 

Taken to shore in the boats, the fish 
would be put in 100 1b. boxes and then trans 
Ported by horse and wagon to the fish house 
Where the fish would be packed in chipped 
ice, about one half fish and one half ice, Most 
of the catch was taken to the G-T\R. station 
in Sarnia to be shipped by refrigerated ral car 
to New York City which was the major mar 
et. ‘Uloyd sitter, Who srorked for Wiliam 
Purdy at times sai that one of two carloads 
of fish were shipped every day, made up from 
the itches of all the fishermen along the 
lakefront 

‘At the end of the fishing season around 
Christmas the nets would be removed and the 
sakes pulled. Nets would be taken 10. the 
‘brine House for eventual mending and stalker 
would be stored for safe keeping: Of course, 
in the Ine winter, it would be time to eat and 
Ful ce to the ie houses to replenish the sup 
ply for the warm weather sesson ahead, The 
lite of the fishermen was one of arduous I. 
hour 

1 those years sturgeon were considered 
unfit for human consumption and were left 
fon the beach for the farmers who could gath 
fr them up for fertilizer. Some of the fish 
aught were lake trout, white fish, perch, 
Diekerel, speckled trout, rainbow tout, bass 
fnd fering. There was a time when fresh 
Water hereing were plentfl 

Th 1942, Purdy Fisheries gt up the main 
base from Which to camry on thelr fishing 
‘operation at Point Eaward on the rvertront 
‘One great advantage was a tafe mooring, re- 
‘moved from the vagaries of Lake Huron, 
‘Also much heavier stee-hulled fishing bouts 
were “developed with more powerful eh 
ines, which could not be readily hauled up 





Gl nig 


Sketch of Pond Net 


on the beech. Over the years, the shore faci 
fis have been improved for Tish handling 
tnd veeigeration. 

[Another facet has been the pilot boat set- 
vice provided by Purdy’ Fierles, A Toreign 
‘esse salling the Great Lakes is required 
to hve aboard, «licensed plot to guide it 
‘Stely through the waterways, Up-bound river 
pilots are taken off ship by the plot boat In 
Take Huron north of the Bluewater Bridge 
tnd the up-bound lake pilots are put aboard 
‘his may. oceur at any time of the day or 
right, in ll Kinds of weather and sea condi 
fons Ia routine but essential service, litle 
‘ote by the public 

Providing 8 diferent service i sub div 
lng, required from time to time in connec: 
tion with such things as water intake pipes, 
vater'discharge pipes, docks, dams, under 
‘rater structures and ship maintenanee, 

‘he smaller commercial fisheries along the 
lakeshore have ceased operations, Purdy 
Fisheries have acquired the rights to tah their 
waters, In 1980, Purdy Fisheries operate in 
the lake from Point Edward to Grand Bend, 
Ontario 


‘The Blacksmith Shop 
1528 Blackwell Road 
1921-1970 


In 1921 Me, Wiliam Hodgins bought one 
cre of land on Blackwell Road from D. H. 
Sitter, He moved a house in and bila black 
ith shop close to the road on the front 
omer ofthe lot. In his shop there was a forge 
land’ hand operated fan which he used for 
heating his tron. He shoed horses, set wagon 
fires, Fepaired machinery, ete. Upon his ro- 
tirement in 1984, Mr. Bilan Maw took the 
shop over and operated it in much the same 
‘way as Mr, Hodgins had done, He installed an 
Glectric fan forthe forge. Slr. Maw made 
fubbertired wagons for the Tarmers, which 
‘wore a big improvement on the old soo 

‘numed ones, Reet harvesting time was a busy 
time for the blacksmith, The farmers ould 
Tine up their teams walling their tum to have 
the horses shod, Some horses did not mind 
the shoeing but others had to be put n'a 
rack and hfted off the ground. Mr. Maw ro- 
{ited in 1955. and the shop was tented to 
‘Archor's Welding and Blacksmithing. In 1870 
the shop was demolished 


rian Manan hit Blckaith Sh 


‘The Blacksmith Shop 
Jack Pelle, Bl Capes and Jim Paley 





‘The Village Store 


Located at what is now 1722 Blackwell 
Road was a small general store, built orginal: 
ly in the 1920's by a man nated dohn Mat 
thews, who lived in the house next door 
the sore, on the west side, He kept his store 
‘pen on Sundays and war shunned by some 
‘of the Methodists in the community, Other 
orekeepers were Brown, Smith; Urquart, Mr 
and. Mrz GW. “Skippy” Stubs and John 
Heslop. The eandy counter was atractive £0 
the school children pasting by on the roud to 
School and returning home, The community 
‘vat growing when Nr. Heslop took over the 
business. In1952 he acquired the property on 
the 5:8 comer of Blackwell Rod and Bisck 
Wel Sideroad and built a much larger modern 
food store known a: Blackwell Supermarket 
His partner in Une Dusness was his brother in 
law,” George Connors. The store was well 
patfonized and appreciated by the neighbour 
Food, The regular customers were sorry when 
the store was closed in 1966, The next occu 
pant was Blackwell Consumers Co-op ood 
ore, which carried on business until the 
Dropérty was sold, in 1976, The new enter. 
Prise Darieen's Ceramics, 

‘The original store wes used as & dwelling 
for soveral years after the new store wa built 
1 was demolished about 1998 to make wis 
fora new house on that site 


Marlacres Farms Ltd 


Harold and Wilfred dames were brought 
up in Blackwell and ‘attended Blackwell 
Sthool, ‘Their father, Albert, James war 
‘married to Ruth C. West at Canlachie, On 
tario by Rev. W.-H. Graham on 27 December 
1897. In 1898 Harold was born at the James 
hhomestead, lot 27, Concession 9, Sarnia Tow 
ship. Albert moved his family the white 


brick house on lot 39, on the Blackwell Ros, 
‘where Wiifeed was born in 1904, After thet 
Derents died, Harold continued to lve there 
In the meantime, Wilfeed married Lena Fars 
and took up residence on the south side of 
the Blackwell Rosd on adjacent lot 40, 

Like their father, bath Harold and Wired 
sept dairy cattle and cared on mixed fae 
Ing, growing hay, com, grain and sugar beets 
Starting in 1930 they bottled milk and pede 
5t by horse and wagon to customers in Samia 
Th 1935 they Joined Use Canadian Holstein 
Friesen’ Association and started a regeered, 
purebred herd, The headquarters of the Aso: 
ation feat Brantford, Ontario where official 
Fecords are kept on fle. These include the 
Tineage and pedigree of each registered an 
mal as well es milk preducton, show history 
4nd ownership. Representatives of the Aw. 
ation “visit each registered herd period! 
‘ally and cheek on quantity and quality of 
milk produced. Abiity to produce strong, 
‘healthy calves i ls important 

When Harold died in 1960, Wilted’s soa 
Bruce moved into. the” white’ brick hows, 
where he sll lives in 1080. Brace, together 
‘with his brother, Ken, Reeve of Sarhia Town 
hip, carries on the fanily enterprise. Over the 
years the herd has grown in numbers 

Harold. and. Wilfred showed their prize 
snimals regulary at the Royal Winter Par in 
‘Toronto, atthe Western Pair in London and 
at the Ottawa Fai, where they ad Grand 
Champions. Lena. remembers one cov i 
pirticular, Sunny Meadows Rag Apple Seg 
[Ets She was Grand Champion atthe Cana 
‘an National Exhibition in Toronto, Later he 
Was shown at Waterloo, lows at the 1941 
Dairy Congress where she ‘was Judged Fist 
Prize and Grand Champion. That year she was 
named the All Amerian Cow. In 1949 dhe 
teas sold to Antioch, Illinois for the highest 
Price paid up to that time for a champion a 
thal, This little wonder that the damer stock 
has been shipped to the United States, Mex 
6, Cabs, Spin and England to improve the 
hretds of other breeders 


Other Enterprises 


Besides farming there are other enter 
prises along Blackwell Road today 


K. & E, Solid Waste Management - gravel 
pit and land 

Beatview Nursing Home 

Hulshot Egg Factory 

Hans Das Electronics 

Ed’ Johnson Construction Ltd. - gravel 
pits and excavation contractor 

Daveen't Coramies 

Prod Hewbl Televaion 

‘Mary Jaceques Greenhouse and Garden 
Produce 





CHAPTER SEVEN 


Blackwell School 
S.S. No. 7 


A History of 
BLACKWELL 
SCHOOL 


School Section No. 7 
on the jon of the 
HOME - COMING 
June 28.1980 


1912 -1980 








FOREWORD 


‘This book is full of» number of things. Mostly iti fll of memories, Memories which 
taken individually have a personal meaning: which taken collectively started and grew into 
the school spirit whichis unig to Blackwell 





1s with reget that the community will see the building closed in June 1980, The 
‘committee which has compiled the story of Blackwell school hope that i will give you Who 
Ihave over te Year provided the experiences Which make up the story, the opportunity to 
relive and renew memories of people, places and things which mere a Prt of your life wit 
In this school, 


You at alla part ofthis time of reunion, Wherever you ate, you ate remembered 


Lois Bremner 


In 1960, Lois Bremner was elected to the Rlackwell School Board and later served as 
Chairman of tho Board. When the Samia Township School Arca was inaugurated in 1963 
she stood for election and was one of five persons from the Town at large, who formed 
that Board. She was Chairman for the fst two yeas, and wat re-elected a member for the 
next two yeas, In 1969, by act of the Ontario Legislature, all publie schools in Ontario 
‘Were put is the hands of County School Boards. The eandidate from the Blackwell area who 
Was elected repeatedly to the Lambton Board of Education was Carolyn “is 





Lois Bremner is Blackwell's link in the chain from the days ofthe loeal school board to 
the Township School Board and to the Lambton Board of Education, Weal extend to her 
‘ur sincere thanks for her labours on our behalf. 


May 1, 1980 Charles 8. Phelps 
altor 
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[BLACKWELL SCHOOL HOME-COMING 





Now alas! our hearts are heavy 
‘And a tear bedime each eye, 

For our dear old school is closing 
‘And we've come to say good-bye. 

‘Then the memories come eushing 


‘As wo greet an old schoolmat 





Al our tongues begin a-wegging 
“Ava most tremendous rate 


Who is that distinguished person 
‘Coming now within your view? 

‘Why itis your third grade teacher 
‘With a hand outstretched to you, 

What a chance forall the teachers 
Former pupils to survey — 

And we trust the marks are excellent 
‘That they would hand out toaay, 


‘Thus the teachers and the shdents 
Mingle happily all dy long, 





we almost fel like ern 


Waiting for the recess gong. 

80, although our schoo selosing 
Aid the futare is unsure, 

Wea place we'll aways cherish 
‘And our memories wil endure 


Beatrice Telfer 


‘THE HISTORY OF 
BLACKWELL SCHOOL 
SCHOOL SECTION NO. 7 
‘SARNIA TOWNSHIP 


From the 1870's the Blackwell Sideroad 
was the dividing line betweon Schoo! Section 
‘Three’ (Bright's Grove Schoo!) and School 
Section Sic (Clark's School at Murpay Ro). 
‘The children from Blackwell Sideroad east 
went to SS. No. 3 and the chilren trom 
Blackvell Stierond west attended 5.8, No. 
Which was e Tong distance to walk, espectlly 
fon freeing winter's day 

1m 1910 8 special ratepayers mocting die 
cussed dividing the section or bullding a larget 
‘hool. The majority favoured a division and 
{petition to this effect was cteulated, BY 


fn act of the Township Council, Schoo! Seo 
‘ion Number Seven wa formed" out of parts 
fof Sections 8, 6, 6, and 11, The new Section 
‘vas caled Blackwell $8. No." 

‘The flest mesting of ratepayers was held 
June 12, 1911 in the Blackwell Methodist 
Chistch which was but in 1880, Darius James, 
George Thurston and Richard Hardiek were 
flected trustees and T.C, Wheatley was ap- 
Pointed Secretary Treasurer. There are rela 
tives and descendants of these men living in 
this area at the present time. At the clow of 
the meeting the trustoes mot and eccepted 





Blackwell School Children - 1912 


eck Rows asl Cac; 


re Br Hardich, Theres Polar (voce. The Rows Henry West 


One Hardick, ~~. Hrd amos, Norte But. Serond Row: Stasy Jones, Auta Modeond, Vers 


Hari, Wolter Galley, Eris Jame, 


"Rete Haris. From Row: Ole Calley 


lady Jomes, Roy Hardick, Mabel Burch, Charo Somes, label Somes, Cect Cusack, Rv Krohn, 


the offer of Joseph Smith of 116 acres ad 
Joining the church grounds for $150.00. 
‘motion to have the school on the south side 
of Blackwell Road ‘was voted down, ‘Two 
‘housand dollars was borrowed and construc: 
tion of a school proceeded. Tt was made of 
foment blocks. ‘The oneroom school was 
pened on Friday, January 8, 1912. A year 
Inter debentures tothe value of $1,890 were 
issued by the Township Cle for the school 
fd were purchased within the community. 

Blackwell Road was built in 1874 and 
Lake Share Rosd was in use in 1918, There 
were fourteen houses on Blackvrell Road in 
1913, 

‘Te following account is contributed by 
Mrs, Litlan Franel, a native of Blackwell and 
‘former teacher of Blackwel School: 


Charles Wheatley, son of T.C. Wheatley, 
was the frst janitor’ at §40.00  yeur. His 
uties were sweeping and dusting Sally, at 
tending” the furnace, ‘keeping tempersiure 
‘comfortable, the floor to be subbed tice 
Snd the entire woodwork once yestly and the 


outdoor closets to be emptied monthly. 

Me TC. Wheatly, being a flower lover and 
having a show place at his home, planted & 
shrub bed inthe front ofthe school and sow 
fof cedar tre between the school and the 
church grounds, 

The first teacher of the new school was 
‘Misa Theresa Pegler who taught from January 
41012 to dune of 1913. She and het mother 
lived ina log house, which adjoined the Abbie 
Wheatley home, on the DW. dames farm, 
Eventually it bumed down, Theres Peger's 
daughter (Clases) is the wife of Wm, Cole 
fd lives in Sarnia, Win, Cole is the brother of 
Charles Cole who i the treasurer of Bickel 
Church. Miss Pepor’s salary was to be $550. 
yearly it the average aluendance was under 30 
‘and. §600. if over 0. Miss Dustin was the 
‘ext teacher but taught only one year as she 
Gecided to become a stenographer. Her sister, 
TLoulse, died in the Noronie feat the Toror 
to Post. The teachers following were FM. 
Wellington) Carr, “Ada “Baker, Hazel and 
Elizabeth Crone who all taught in the one 
year; Hazel Lennan, Hazel Smale, Lilian 





Wheatley, Mabel McDonald began teaching in 
1934 assisted by Jewel Porter. Because ofthe 
increased enrolment a second room was added 
in 1957, 


Note: For a complete list of teachers who 
‘have taught in Blackwell School, tum to Foot. 
‘ote 8, athe end of this publication 


‘The school board bought a house adjoin 
ing the school property for a tacher's res 
dence’ in 1944. In 1996 this house wasn't 
Deeded any more and was sold and moved 
bout hall'a mile east on Blackwell Rand, 
‘This was done to enlarge the school play’ 
grounds. Another piece of land was soquited 
{in 1954 giving frontage on Blackwell Sderoaa, 
‘A third Foom was added on the west side in 
‘T049, two more to the norti in 1983 and an 
tuditional wo farther Lo the north in 1987, 
‘so in 1987 a kindergarten class was start 
‘ot for the fist time. During that fll while 
the school addition’ was being. complete, 
the Kindergarten clase war held in the base 


ment of the new Blackwell United Church 
‘leh had been erected in 1955, 

‘A history of a school would not be com- 
plete without Inching the many ieresing 
happenings in the sehool and about its pop 


School Fairs 


In 1912 there were schoo! fis for Saris 
‘Township at which the pupils showed vege 
tables, frit, baking, wating, drawing, and 
Gulls” Irene’ (Hardck) Garrison ‘and Abbie 
Wheatley oach entored a loaf of bread win 
ring first and second prizes respectively. 
‘The second prize was a “Book of Famous 
People” Irene war the first graduate of 
Blackwell ‘School in “1912. when she, was 
twelve years of age 


Blackwell School Children « June 1914 
Bock Row: Mabel Burch, Myrio Weat Reta Hordick, Aba Wheatley, oe Destin (teacher). Cnte Row 


Archer Coy Franc Ray Jaren, Walter Caley, Bas 


i, Orie Some, Jan Tle, Lea Wet, lie 


Wheat, ChroteTefr, Vara Hardisk, Aired Wheatley, George James, Wild Jamex Front Row Mola 
Thurston Oral Hart, Roy Hordicks (Stoning), Ernest Jomen James Thurton Coed Cue, Ole Caley, 
Eyayn Modeling, Glad James abel Somes, Mary Thurston. Front Row right: Seated), Cr Wet, That 


Wheatley, Stanley James, Cat Sith, Austin Mola, 





A Risky Incident 


‘Thete was no Lake Shore Ros in 1912 
sand no houses, "The John Wheatley family 
led in the house in the bush winere John was 
tom. There were four children; thirteen, elev. 
ny nine and seven years old. As the lake was 
sear, they spent muuch. me playing on the 
‘each, Alfved liked making things so decid 
ff to build raft although his father forbade 
tim to-do i. When he finshed the raft they 
Camied it to’ the lake and with long slicks 
[shed around in the wate, Then every one 
Jumped off but Lilian andthe raft was foreed 
fut, Lilian tried to push the rafe with her 
fick but it wouldn't rach the bottom. An 
‘tfahore wind came up and blew the raft 
‘out quickly, tn the meantime, Tom, who was 
Seren, ran for help and meeting his mother 
told er what had happened. She in turm ran 
{o get her iusband who. went to his father’s 
‘hone and called John Telfer who had a row 
fost in the Call Drain Abbie, who wae thir 
ten, kept calling to Lilian to stay’ on the 
tafe and that some one would et her, After 
‘rerde Lilian suid that she thought i she 
‘ikea until her head stuck out she could 
walk to the store. Then se saw a boat sway 
but in the lake, so stood up and waved and 
Selle. Finally the oat came close and 
Keoped rope was lowered and she put it 


ound fer walt, and was pulled up into the 
boat which went toward the shore where her 
father waded out and carcet her to the shore. 
Alfed got, « whipping for making the raft 
dain bis fathers orders, 


Dittieulty in geting 
‘4 Highschool Education 


‘The following will tell you how some 
Blackwell pupils aequired a High Sehool edu 
cation ove fifty-five years ag. 

‘Any one who wanted to goto high school 
dt find his own way. Cars were owned by 
very few, Abbie, Alfred and Lilian Wheatley 
tree ready to go to high school atthe samme 
fine, but each had to take his tim. Abbie 
being the oldest was the first to go, geting 8 
de with the mailman (Mr. Pullen} when he 
trent to the post office: sometimes she sta’ 
with a greataunt in Samia. ‘The igh 
School wat situsied ‘where the new public 
‘ehool stands on the London Road. alfred 
fm was next, He had been out of school for 
two years and was sixteen. He rode a bicycle 
tnd ‘when the weather was bad drove: the 
horse and eutter,sabling the horse in Purdy’ 
tim in the north end of town. Many times he 


‘wnt to the feld at six in the moming and 
Tett for school at elght © lock. Kay Hardick 
who went through Blackwell Public School in 
4 short time skipping grades, started to high 
School eding the pony tat is brother Bar] 
had won at the Forest Fai. Lilian Whestley 
started the next year after being out of schoo! 
for two years, That year John Wheatley 
bought « Model T touring car so Alfred and 
Lillian Wheatley, and Roy Hardiek were able 
to have aide to high schoo! forthe first time, 
‘Abbie graduated from London Normal School 
fn i928 

For people who drive a car today they 
should know something about the diffieulties 
bf driving a car back sity years ag 

‘The radiator was filled with water and 
when the temperature was low, very often the 
Water would freeze and the rad was covered, 
Thon sometimes the rad would boil and off 
the covering came, On getting to school the 
thd was emptied and st four o'clock the same 
procedure followed. 

Tilian had very unfortunate fest your. 
‘She! went to school Until October whe her 
‘mother heeame sick at which time she was 
Deeded at home, When February came, Abbie 
tnd Lilian took turns going every otter week 
{0 school Lallan attended tout and. half 
‘months in her frst year but got her year as 
the teachers, knowing the home situation, co- 
‘operated tothe fullest, 

“The roads in those days were never clear. 
fof snow ancl sometimes they got sk in 
the drifts and would go to the nearest house 
Un the ear was fe. 

‘They always lad a eae fll of pupil in 
cluding’ Roy Hardick and Orpha (Bresette) 
Sitter who lives on Blackwell Rosd, and is 8 
rmomber of Blackwell Church as well a the 
ew. 

‘As'Tom Wheatley was sick for four year, 
he started to high school at seventeen’ years 
and. graduated with top honours from Grade 
xin 

Lillian gradusted from London Normal 
School in 1825, taught school at ‘Blackwell 
for nine years, She loaned Alfred money to 
assist im in graduating with a forestry de. 
fgee from Toronto. University. He, in turn, 
Frelped ‘Tom in attaining a degree in Metal 
lungy Engineering, They were the frst gradu 
ales’ of university, from’ Blackwell School 
‘Abbie and Lilian Wheatley and Roy Handi 
‘were the first teachers from Blackwell School: 
Toy later with courses nd attending univer 
sity received his MLA. and became a igh 
Sehioo! principal 

How fortunate the young people are to 








hhave such casy acooss to @ higher education 
today, 

The next family who wanted an education 
were the Harvey Smiths, He wae the station 
operator at Blackwell. Tey fist lived in the 
house where Corela Blake lives, then moved 
into their home which now belongs to Birdie 
Hext, They bought car and Dorothy and 
Fred ware able to get to Sarnia High Schoo 
Fred was the first Blackwell graduate who be 
‘ame a doctor, Sle practised in Wisconsin and 
Sil lives there. Dorothy’ (Smith) Shipley and 
Exther (James) Vantiome were the frst grad- 
lates who beeame nurses, 

To got his education, Russell Hardick rode 
horseback, went with Carl Stith wen he 
drove to work and hitehhked. He graduated 
from Grade XIM, then got his degre in nurs 
ing trom Whitby and Toronto hospitals, He 
Jone te services inthe Medical Corps 


Recreation Over Fifty Years Ago 


In those days, the community for rece 
ation in the winter, skated am the Cull Drain 
And once when it overflowed and made ice up 
{fo the Blackwell Road. The boys made ice 
‘oats with sails and the wind blew them over 
the ice. Ta the summer there were gt ane 
boys" all teams, ‘There were socials in the 
school and also plays and concert at Christ 
fas. At one concert Rusuell Harick wes 
fiving recitation and he had a lapee of mem 
‘ry and said “"Whavl I say Pa?” 

‘There usually was a School picnic atthe 
fend of the schoo! year, 

Political meetings were always held in 
the school, then late in the bal, 

About’ 1922 an’ outdoor rink was built 
Joe Thomson led the boys in this task ast 
‘ctby John Telfer, Water Culley, A.C. Francis, 
Onvile Hardick, Paul and Camille Suauwaert 
i was stuated'in'an area adjoining the west 
wall of the old church shed where the new 
Blackwell Church stands. A door was made in 
‘the wall, 4 room was built in the shed and a 
owe put in. There was a gravel pit south of 
the rink from which & pipe wat installed up 
to the boarded rink and the water was pump. 
fd into a barrel ‘which was taken by" hand 
Sleigh over the snow with the water being 
‘Sprinkled fzom a Wide spout on the bottom 
‘of the barrel, The boys had & hockey teain 
‘who were Joe Thomion, dohn Telfer, A.C. 
Francis, Walter Culley, Orvle Hardick, Paul 
and Camille Snauwaert, and later George and 
Fonse Snauwaer al from Blackwel, 

"The rink was well lighted and during the 

















depeesion many young people spent night 
after night ‘skating with muse, Sometimes 
Someone would make hot chocolate, The 


‘ooys played) many hockey “games agunst 
Sarnia teas 


Lilian (Wheatley) Francis 
taught from 1925 - 1954 


1 will try to tell of the many interesting 
Inappenings while I was there, Tsarted with 
clas of 43 and 8 grades "The older pupls 
Thad been playing ball with all summer gave 
meno problems, 

As there had been school concerts and 
plays every Christmas, the pupils and fdeeld 
fed we would have a concert and forthe fist 
time we could use the ball I aaked a number 
‘of young people if they would take part ine 
lay. and they” were very co-operative, Til 
try to remember the names of those who took 
part. Joe Thomson, A.C. Francis, Beatrice 
(Thomson) Telfer, Abbie Wheatley, Malcolm 
Thurston, Lillian’ (Wheatley) Francs, John 
Wheatley, Carl Smith, Ruby (West) Beatty, 
Coretta (vest Blake, Ken Wer, Isabel (Somes) 
Sole 








Bwory Christmas for nine years Wwe pte 
senied a two hout children's concert tnd 
young people's two hour play. We always 
{tied to have Mr, Carter of Gate's Wallpaper 
Shop in Sarnia, as chairman, Aer the play 
veas over Santa Clave arrived and gave out the 
sits Twas always a big night, The hall would 
bre packed, people coming for mile Ihave to 
mention Joe Thomson as he was sich a help, 
butting up the platform, making the fi i 
{he hal 3o we could practice through the fast 
week before the concert. He aso was a elp 
in preparing the plays. tes Phyllis Lacking 
was a great help making dressy and flowers 
ordi. 

‘After the hall was opened there were 
mary dances and also box socials, The fils 
Would wach take a box lunch with her ame 
Inside, Te would be decorated very attractive: 
Iy'so that when they ware being auctioned off 
each would be bought at a good price, The 
fate supper with the boy sho Bought er 
box lunch, 

Valentine Day was always a big day in 
school, In the afternoon games were played, 
Naleatines given ‘out and’ then the pupils 
passe out the kine, 

‘The first Friday In May which was called 
Athor Day’ wat a bury ane In the morning, 
raking and planting. ‘Then with our lunches 
We headed for the woods which usually was 
TTeiters bush on the comer of Blackwell 











Road and ‘Telfer Sideroad. The flowers the 
fhildren found thero were anemone, ilies, 
‘oat, yellow and blue, and jack-in-hepulpt 
From there we vealed Lo the lake where 6 
fltatton the sandy beach and ate our lunches. 
The children would collect the pretty shells 
tnd stones, They would throw the fst stones 
tovsee who could skip them the furthest, We 
iraked down the beach to Blackwell Side 
Tosd where there wat ple dever which was 
tied to put the poles in to fasten the pond 
ets, etures were unually taken of this event 
After a full and rewarding day we all Went 
the 0 the echool and then home 

‘One day the children looked out the win- 
dow and ealled out to Jook up atthe sky. 
‘There wae the biggest object we fad ever seen 
in the sky. Ie war Zeppelin, s0 low and just 
Shove the school yard. We went out, watching 
ifs it slowiy crowed over Ue school. Te was 
really exciting, Howard West (George Herron) 
tlined to the top of the tamarack too, lost 
hie footing and Tel tarough the branches to 
the ground, 

‘Another time an seroplane made a forced 
landing south of Michigan Avenue and weet of 
Modelsnd, Te was in the 20° and most of the 
Children badn't seen an aeroplane let alone 
ouch one. We walked over two mules that day 
Dat to the children st was another new exper 
fence and it was worth the effort 

TBvery noon in the winter, the childven 
‘wer allowed ¥ skate om the ink when there 

‘Boys will be boys. One morning a toad 
was put under the school bell What the boys 
TTatink ie was Ken West and Fred Sith) 
dnt now was that T wasn't frightened of 
toads and had picked them up on occasion 
Teneefully took the toad outside and put 1 
one ground. Tink took avay the 

“The Schoo! Fale was always a big day for 
the children when the pupils from the Sarala 
Township schools showed vegetables, fruit, 
sewing, baking, waiting, drawing and compet 
Sin aril, T entered’ one year in the drill 
‘competition 

"The trustees of $8. No. 7 when T taught 
there Were always a help but & trustee who 
comes to mind at being very co-operative was 
Mer Henry Shauvtaert, There wes a number of 
Bigian children attending the school and if 
fny problem came up, he was always ready to 
Help out in any situation. 

im 1925'T started teaching at an annual 
salary of $800.00, progressed to $1,000.00 
but when the depression hit in the $O's my 
salary went back to $900.00. Most of the 
teachers in Sarnia received no move and some 


lees than that 

resigned in June, 1934 as Twas going to 
tbe maried and) maivied teachers weren't 
hired: ‘There were so. many single teachers 
with no school, On December 26, 1934, Twas 
marved (0 A.C. Prancs 

Toys who stiended Blackwell School and 
served Inthe sand word wat were: 


Stanley Somes, R.C.A. 
dames Somes, R.C.A. 

‘Charles Somes, BENVR. 
George Herron, R.C.A, 

‘hk Hardiek, RLC.A 

Riuell Hard, BCAM.C. 
Robert Garon, LCN.V.R. 
Garnet Core, RICA, 

Glenn Garrison, RCAF 
Win. J- Smith, RCA, 
Raymond Hardiek, RCAF 
Norman O'Dell, 81.8. 
Raymond Core, RICA: 
‘Thomas Edward Sole, .C.A, 


1 taught all of these boys except Stanley, 
James and Charles Somes, but the one boy 
‘hat stands out im my mind was Garnet Core 
He was too good to be tue. Tnever ance had 
to speak to him for talking in school or turn 
Ing avound. Having fifty. pupils and elght 
ades fe was a real pleasure to have in the 
‘Sool room. 

THe los his le while cerving with the 
Royal Canadian Regiment at Carino, Tay. 


A Plane Crash 
Teacher, Lilian Whatley, took the whoo hres to 
ow it about 1927 


atl Hardick’ And The Pony 


‘Competitions at Fall Pats are not new. In 
rural Ontario f was usual that school chideen 
‘would be alloted small garden plots on the 
Thool grounds or clote by. In the spring each 
hild would lay out bie plot and sow voge 





fable and flower seeds. The teacher would 
tiv instruction, in many ease with the udvice 
‘of an experienced gardener in the community. 
In the fall the produce would be harvestal 
and judged. Orville Hardick says thatthe 
‘hilren eared a great deal in this Wey at 
Blackwell School, 

In 1912, the Forest Fruit Growers’ Asso: 
ciation sponsored "a competition ‘open, to 
Schoo! children in rural schools in Lambton 
Couniy. Pach child who wished to enter was 
fiven one peck of sted potatoes to plant and 
‘row. In the fall the potatoes were tobe dug 
nd one bushel was to bo brought ta Forest 
Fall Fair to be judged. Both Eat! and One 
Hardiek entored the contpetition, On the day 
appointed they hitehed tp the family horse 
fnd buggy and journeyed to Foret. Orville 
faye that about thirty children appeared, 
fach with a bushel of potatoes, "The judges 
Walked up and down the row of exhibits and 
bean to eliminate the lest likely ones. They 
Worked away untll they were down to two 
final bushels, They. belonged to. Earl and 
Orville. The judges chose Earl's and he won 
{he one and only prize, black Shetland pony! 
‘The pony had been donated by Robert Me 
Cormick, a wellknown farmer who lived in 
Warwick’ Township on the 2nd Concession 
north of the Village of Warwick, He and his 
brothers had a tile yard using red clay from 
the banks of Bear Creek, 

‘After some celebrations and making the 
rounds of the fair, which mist have taken 
many hours, Bal and Orville started for home 
‘with the pony following behind the bugay 
fon a tether. Apparent other people from 
Blackwall had been tothe fair‘and ‘had te 
fumed from Forest before the boys, ‘The 
‘word was out by the time they arcved, weary 
but happy sbout 3 a.m. Thelr father, Richard, 
had stayed up to welcome them howe 











ar ardck wih the pony he won 








In those days there wore no buses to 
transport rural area students to high eco! in 
Sania, When Earl's younger brother, Hoy, 
farted to high school, he rode the bisck she 
land pony that Earl won at Forest Fal Fae, 
‘This ira true story. 








‘Arbor Day ~ Arbor Day i he tities meant iy. 
ing up the school grounds in the morning ond thea 
ing on a pienc 10 the la. Some ofthe eon 
picked wid Rewer, 








Arbor Day pions atthe bach tBlclell Stern 





laclorll School sometinedaring the rine Havel Lonnan tught thre — 1920 - 1926 The byte i his 
oto belonged to Mr Henry Conn, the ingpector ef hat Ye. Thatta hs eas of taniportation 


Grade One Pupils on the School Steps ~ 
about 1950 

Tap ps Cr ame, ck He, dBi, 

VenCnventog Second Sop rene mot Dey 


‘veg Tene Snug, Marion LackiaHelen 
Deot Bottom Sap: Masten Caley 
len Caley, Dona Lewis front, tor 


kell School 
contributed by Mabel (MeDonald) Kimball 


[taught in Blckwell Schoot from 1884 - 
1043, 

“These wore yours when the community 
had growing pains and. the overcrowded 
School enrolment had to be remedies 

"[93t ~ Fifty-one pups in one room was 
ect, 

1935 - 36: Miss Jewel Porter assisted, 
teaching parttime at Bright's Grove School 
fd Blackwell School, This arrangement ovat 
‘ot too satisfactory 40 a second: room Was 
buen 1927, 

Miss Porter later marred and Miss Maxjorle 
MeClement. was hited = now Mr Jack Tait 
St John’s, Newfoundland 

‘During those very Interesting eight years a 
‘Young Peoples was otganized while Rev. MLW. 
(Cleave wat the minister, 

There were many pleasant actvitis with 
the young people in the community =e, 
‘concerts = play - dance «skating onthe rink 








Mabe MeDonald and Jewel Porter — teachers 
1994-7939 


sie the all and bedminton which added so 
ek plese Vera (Lew) Tet bee 
{he organizer of this sport 

‘Our school sctiee were hikes, weiner 
toate and. beautifying the playground. We 
Panted several bundred trees from the Dep. 
if Forestry behind the school, also sodded 
{he grounds in front of the school after the 
‘eeond toom was built as the trusteos said 
faur would not gow on sand, The children 
Wrrkod so diigenty and took a great pride in 
Tithing flower beds. Ie was a very happy co- 
‘operative group to work wit, 

“Ar 8 note of intere, atl Sitter pled 
too neat the poison ivy onthe schoo! grounds 
tea ‘wat very uncomfortable. Sombody pre 
‘erbed eating the poison ivy leaves which he 
44d~ then he was violently il, The poison ivy 
‘sa real menace on the grounds. 


Beyond The Cal of Duty 
contributed by Mes. Florence Bell 


‘The Short autumn day was drawing to a 
los when some Blackwell school boys de- 


cided to have one last game of baseball. The 
fame ended abraptly when the ball erished 
{hrough a basement’ window of the school 
(On well! it was getting late vo the boys wend 
fo thelr separate ways homeward, pausing at 
fdmee to rustle the fale leaves and welcome 
the fre soft nowt. 

‘That night a weary mother skunk search: 
‘ed fora home for herself and baby. The great 
Manitou, who cares forall his tury people, 
had whispered to her that i we time to pre 
pare for along winter’ slep. She found the 
‘pen window and entered Here was a huge 
thverm, just the place to spend th cold win 
ter months. Soon they were sleeping soundly 
‘on some pepert inthe furnace room: Morning 
‘ame and like most tle animals, the ite 
‘ne lft bis sleeping mother and’ went ex 
plovng 

‘At the same time the teachers arrived at 
‘the School, There was smell of burning rub- 
ber. Two of Us, thinking it was a short exclt, 
went down 20 investigate. We were just in 
time to see a black and white object scurry 
through a door. 

"A ca si 
‘Cat nothing!" exclaimed Mrs, let, 
“phat was kun 

Very quictly we went upstairs, Votes 
land stepe were hushed In the halls that day 
fest we dioturb our strange visitor. Mean- 
le We faced the problem of how to get him 

‘We called a veterinarian who at first sug- 
gested thet we polton him. ‘Then he recon 
Sed, 

“No,” he sald, “that would not do for 
when skunks dle they relax and that would be 
tisutrous 

Next we conulted tne schoo! inspector. 
He was new in the atea and Sad he had gone 
through all the files thet morning and: had 


Some Friendly Indians Bly Prss, Ray Beran, 
ob Carson, Jack Hardt, Jim Vondorede, Har 
‘tt Berdon and Bly Smith 





never found a parallel case 

‘We often ear that our educetional system 
ie inadequate, Never was that more clearly 
Shown for there were qualified teschere and 
4 Inspector who did not know how to get 8 
‘skunk out ofa schoolhouse 

"That night two members of the schoo! 
board, A.C. Francl, and Charlie Phelps, came. 
With “devotion beyond the eall of duty” they 
planned to get him out 

We went to the basement and ssw the 
litte felow running happily about, There was 
4 rustling of papers in the farsace room and 
When we looked there we saw the mother 
Skunk! Double trouble now for there were 
‘wo undesirable tenants to be evicted in 
Sead of one, We all aged they were beaut 
Tul skunks, with Tong, alk, black fury bat a 
School was no place for skunk and out they 
mute go 

'Why not flood them out? — but we con 
cluded ‘that was imposible. Coax them out 
‘with food, —"It war « good idea but might 
take days. At lat someone had an idea, “Fire! 
Al animals are afrtid of fire:” $0, A.C. 
francis went home and retumed with long, 
dzon pip. We packed i with waste inthe one 
nd and soaked the warte in kerosene. Then 
Mt, Francie descended withthe lighted torch. 

He went very cautiously bebind the litle 
fone and guided im to the slat, Slowly 
vory slowly the baby ascended. In the eerie 
Tight of the torch we watehed, not daring to 
‘breathe, Once he stopped and’ tried to climb 
the Wall, Perhaps he remembered his mother 
wasn't with him. At long las he reached the 
top and disappeared into the drimess end We 
wore able to breathe again, 

"The mother skunk wasn't so easly per 
‘sade. It was necessary to score her fu be- 
fore she would move. Sip by step she moved 
upward until dhe, 100, reached the open and 
lmbled off into the darkness, n0 doubt pon- 
‘ering on the inhumanity of man, who with 
room and to spare would not allow a tized 
‘other skunk and her beby to have aden for 
the winter. 

‘Thal happoned nearly thirty years ago but 
1 remember it clearly. The skunks ane yone 
‘nd no doubt their descendants still roam the 
Blackwell Helds. Our concern today ts with 
the dangors in the wider world. But we need 
not fear if leaders may be found with the 
patience, wisdom, courage, and devotion of 
hose members ofthe Blackwell School Boar 














Note: In 1951 Sandy McGeachy won a rose 
bowl for public speaking on the sory af the 
skunks inthe baiement of the Blackwell 








School. The speaking competition was spon- 
sored. by Ontario Trustees’ and Ratepayers 
‘Ansociation, 


Blackwell School 
<ontibuted by Beatrice Telfor 


During the eatly 1980'% new homes be 
fan to appear, especially on Lakeshore Road, 
5nd the attendance at Blackwell School gra 
ually increased. ‘By the fall of 1935, when 
Mabel ‘McDonald was teaching, i was plain 
the overcrowding ied become quite celle! 
[Bright's Grove School war also auffering trom 
“growing pains", to the ‘two school Boards 
ret togetier to eek a solution for the prob 
fom. ‘They deeded to hire another teacher, 
who would help out at both schools, days 
About. They advertied in the newspapers on 
‘Oct, 80, 1935 and received 28 applications 
for ihe postion, 

‘The following day, being a Saturday, 
‘many of the teachers came in person to spp 
John Telfer was Chairman of the Blackwell 
‘School Board at the time and his wie recalls 
Some amusing incidents in connection with 
the hiring of the teacher. She now takes up 
the tory. 





“My husband was out in the field with his 
team of horse, doing the fall plowing on that 
fateful Saturday. Actually, he didn't got very 
much plowing done that’ day, for ae he re 
‘marked later, there was a teacher ‘waiting 8 
the end of every furrow! Our home happens 
te beaboutmidaray between the two schools, 
£6 some of the teachers asked my husband if 
they got the job, could they come to cur 
Place fo board He replied they would have to 
foo his wife about tht, xo their next stop was 
ue house 

[ow this was my first yeur as a farm wite 
tnd with all the extra tasks arotnd the place, 
the farthest thing from my tind was taking 
fon a boarder. To add to the confusion of that 
Setinday, It vas also Halloween, That night, 
when we went to answer a knack atthe door, 
we didn’ know whether to expect a teacher 
ora spook! 

‘When the applications were all n, the two 
school boards met to consider them, They 
howe a teacher, just out of Normal School, 
Jewel Porter, from near Forest. The year 
Salary of $560. was agreed upon. Later Jewel 
tnd her parenis came to ask if she could at 
Teast stay with us @ couple of weeks unt 
‘nother boarding place could’ be found. To 
‘ake along story shor, the couple of weeks 
Stretched to four years, Jewel was's lovely 








‘The Pupils of Blackwell Schoo! i 


Stoning o he backs Hazel Somes, Marion Lacks, 
Tone Sith Carl Lactns, Iam Grin, evel Por 
ter teacher Harold Baran, Carnet Core, Bob Gat 
fom, Glenn Garson, Mabel MacDonald (teacher) 
Fit Row (ate Evelyn Gorrson, Ere Somes, 
Mary ‘Site, Maorie Ser “Catherine 
Tago, Care Kenan, Cay Somes Joon Sith, 

‘Stcond Rw Ken Hard, Terry Roger 
Worgort Lacking, Raymond Cove 
“rth Benning, Homer VorCosenbeg Mark Long 


ff, who fitted well into our home and stayed 
With us until she resigned to be marred four 
Jers later. She is now Mrs, Robert Komber 
Ind resides on the London Road. In her ste 
fond year of teaching, another room was add 
fd 19 Blackwell School and ahe became the 
teacher of the junior grade, 

‘The community popustion continued to 
grow, with more Tomes being built, and in 
$049 a'third room was added, bvo more in 
1953 and two more in 1957. In 1944 the 
school board purchased a house and lot adjoin. 
ing the school property, to be used as ares 
dence for teachers. Margaret and Alice Frank 
lin were. Uhe few teachers to occupy this 
house 

"Through all these changes and incrosing 
school cost, thete were many problems 0 be 
Worked out, Under the old tax structure 
With educational costs being assessed to both 
Thuldings and land, the farmers found they 
were paying a far‘higher percentage of the 
thool tax ‘than the ones: who just owned 
ouses and lots, This problem also existed in 
areas outside of other cities. Finally the gov 
trament, urged on by the Federation of Agr: 
‘ult, fegiiated new laws taking educational 
taxes off land and putting it on homes only 


le the school ~ 1987 
Earl Sister, Fred Sole, Gaorge Rogers, Third Row: 
Ronald Sith, Thelde Handed, Joon Kleeman, Jock 
Lewis Kemi Bracket, Bolter Yeates, Marine Ser, 
Roy Garon, Angels VenCowenborg. Fourth Row: 
Lome Hrd, Teyene Tugplsr, Ctherine Kl 
nem, Joan Burdon. Jou Lehman, Bud Sol, Donne 
eis) Remi Barz Laven Brskerel, Bil Sth, 
Fifth" Row: Catherine Lekman, Arnold Anderton 
Margret Somes, Rey Hardick, Wiens Yeats, Joe 
‘avery 


‘Nov, inetd of just farm people complaining, 
freryone complain about high taxes for ed 
tation. They say “misery lows company", 
that may be the reason we have gown into 
such a trendy, peaceful community 


Other Facts About The School Seetion 


Darius James, George Thurston and 
Richard Hardick were the few elected trst- 
te of the school, Others I remember who 
‘ted ab trustees through the years were 
Harvey ‘Smith, John Wheatley, Cer! Smith, 
Herman and ‘Lloyd Sitter, Colin Berdaa, 
Kar Tlardick, Cameron Caesar, Charlot 
Phelps, Glenn’ Garson, William Kirk, Ernie 
Banks, Lore Van Gaver. There mutt have 
bean ¢ great many more ab they were elected 
for three year terms, Some of tho secretary 
‘ressurers were ~'T.C, Wheatley, John Wheat 
ley, Carl Smith, A.C, Francis, and. George 
Connors 

"The Township Board was formed in 1964, 
with five members. Loss Bremner was a mem” 
ber and also eerved as Chatman ofthe Board, 

Hazel Lennan, who taught in the eatly 
1020's now living in Florida (Mrs. Chas. 








Craig). Raith Marshall i also in Florida, Lena 
James talked with her on the phone and tld 
inet about the Home-coming 


‘The Following tems Are Contributed, 
bby Margaret Core 


Music 


Music as always been an important part 
of the curriculum at Blackwell School, Clase 
oom choirs, tiple tro, duets and solos have 
bbeen performed by. many pupils over the 
years, and many trophies won, Musi teachers 
Wo have taught in the sebool are 


Ruth Leckie Marion Tully 

Jom Downie Jeanne Houghton 

Howard Braun Peter Marcin 
French 


Grades 5 to 8 receive 20 minutes of 
French instruction dally, to provide an intso- 
‘duction to oral French and help prepare the 
pupils for a more advanced course in high 
fchool, Teachers who have taught French at 
Blackwell School are 

Mrs. Shepherd Mme. 

Mine, Hebert 





Page 
Mime. Viola 


Other Programmes 


With the formation of the County Board 
of Beaton came the opportunity for pups 
from the township to tavel to 4 theo! in 
Samia to receive insiruction in Home eo 
‘omies and Shop, Gris and boys from Grades 
‘Rand 8 went by bur to King Geonge 
School once a week. Since the ung of the 
Resource Centre onta the sol some ten 
years ago, Ms, Wanda Scott has been the 
Fat time Librarian, Special Education teachers 
Vist the school ‘on 1 regular bass to help 
hilren with special needs, as doe a speech 
therapist. For several yer volunteers fom 
the community conducted Body Management 
lasses in the gymnasium for children in he 
Junior grades who could benefit fom this 
“nigra hus always be part 
Sports has always been an important 
of the pupil's life at Blackwell Sehoot 
intermmiral and. interachool, Soccer, fooe 
hockey, ‘volleyball, badminton, Baseball 
fhvoitah, table tenis, basketball, track and 
field) sports and croseeountry running are 
some ofthe activities avaiable and partsipt. 
fin by large numberof the chikien, The 
Coverall “achievement record of the’ school 
tas ben very good, 














‘The Teacher's Howse 


In 1944, the board of trustes of Black 
well Public Schoo), then known a8 85. No.1 
Purchased a smal’ frame bungalow and it, 
Situated adjecent to the school property on 
‘the west on Blackwell Road. Te seemed to 
be the tolution to the problem of finding 
boarding places for two" teachers, In thost 
days twas considered necosary that the 
teachers lve in Uhe community in which they 
taut 

"The house was built about the year 1912 
by Robert Culley who ‘had purchased the 
property Trom Harvey ‘Smith, who lived on 
the comer of Blackwell load and Blackwell 
Side Road, Robert Culley moved lato his new 
home with his bride, the former Lotte 
‘Thompson, A few year later Mr. Calley eld 
the house beck to’ Mr. Smith, wino rented it 
{or several years before selling to Albert aad 
Bertha Javeues in 1940 

‘Tenants who rented from Mr, Sith and 
lived in the house were Norman, and Olive 
Heal, John Leugs, Lome and Nora Johnson, 
‘Vera Lewis and hee family 

"From 1945 to 1956, teachers lived in the 
“teacherage". Garnet and. Norma MeDarnid 
and their family were the las to live in 
Since the school’s enrolment wae increasing 
rapidly at tht time, the board decided it wes 
time to move the house off the property and 
expand the school yard. The house fe now at 
2049 Blackwell Road, Mr. and Mrs. Loader’ 
residence 





Irene Jecques age even months in font ofthe 
Tease which ater became the taker house, 








Aan Mr John Tl ~ Mr, Tat the formar 
Marjorie MeCioment to up he one roam 
“the yor 1940 0198), 


Blackwell School 
contributed by Lois Bremner 


{In the years following the war it became 
‘evident Unst the “rubber plant” was here to 
fay, It became the nucleus for what has come 
tobe known an "The Chemical Valley” 

"Thowe who had eome to work inthe plant 
during the war, the teluening service person 
nol and the many newcomers who arived 19 
‘work in the expanding industries were looking 
Tor accommodation. ‘The Blackwell area bad 
‘stable advantages, The section to the south 
ff the CNR tracks was good. farming land 
There was a wo room school, one Too 
church, a community hal, and Mary & Jack 
Heslop’ were starting a store. A very attrac. 
Ive feature tothe nord was Lake Huron 
flong the. shores of which ‘were summer 
tages. 

"The frst newoomers to the area apprec: 
lated the privileges of the lake, the freedom of 
Iving in the country, the independent spirit 


of the community and atthe same time, being 
lose to the ily and to thelr work. These 
Deweomers were principally young couples 
‘with rowing families. With improved roads, 
‘ansportation and affluence, the population 
few quickly, The newcomers soon outnum- 
Bered ‘the original settlers and. as numbers 
few so grew the number of changes in the 
‘community 

The school was the ste of many such 
changes, ‘More classrooms ‘were ‘needed #0 
house the rowing number of children, New 
and expanded teaching “methods” apd “phi 
Tonophies”™ demanded specialized Tacs, 
Increased teeching staff required more and 
beter accommodation. Adequate plumbing, 
Tighting, heating. and safety features ware 
demanded both by the Department of Hu 
‘ation and the local building authorties, 
Playground equipment, audio-visual aids, ele 
vision, all became pait of the schoo!’ pro 
gramme. 

Prior to the Township Schoo! Area form 
cof administration at the decree of the Pro 
inel Goverament any. capital, expendi 
{ure incurred bythe schools was dependent 
lupon the approval of the ratepayers of the 
{dividual ‘school section, Blackwell, thon 
Known as SS. No. 7, held some intersting 
sd heated meetings in order to gain the ap 
proval of the ratepayers to bulld each class 
oom, allpurpose room, washroom or closet. 
If you didn't know the people in the com: 
Ihunity before, you surely became aware of 
them sich meetings as everyone turned out 
to vote “for” of “aguins!™ the money to be 
spent, Never Have “eligible” voters been 20 
areilly. scrutinized and. challenged. But 
Blackwell at Tong been known for the qual- 
ity of education ‘which it offers and if the 
school board promoting ‘the “expenditure 
ould justify the value and the need, tho rate- 
payers provided the funds 


‘he school board too underwent changes 
‘For many years it was customary for toe of 
the men to look after the schoo! busines. 
‘They were appointed at the annual meoting 
held by law, on the Tuesday hetween Christ 
mat andthe New Year, At this me the 
atpnual report was read and the financial re- 
port given by the seerelary-treasurer, the nce 
‘hoary Doard members appointed or reappaint- 
fed and tho thing was done. With the popula 
tion Increasing many’ of the neweomers want 
fd to have a sayin the affairs of the school 
‘Many of the farm people were wiling to let 
someone else share the heedaches of hiring 
teachers, paying salaries and Keeping the 
furnace going, 








{In the 1950's the Board began to prepare 
san agenda for the ropular monthly meeting 
tnd copies of the minutes were typed and 
{Ent toveach member in advance of the mee 
ing inorder for them to "do some homework" 
in preparation fr the busines fo be discussed 
i the following meeting. A secretary ieasur- 
other than a board member was appointed 
hung these years. Board mambers were not 
fil an honoraria, as Is now done on the 
Lambton County Board of Baueation, 

"The echool Yard gradually became enlarg- 
ef and improved. In 1956 the teachorago 
‘which was located adjacent to the school was 
‘moved off the property. Tis area was event 
lilly covered: with tarmac surface and the 
‘wsketball standards erected. Tn 1964 add 
tional property was added to the west which 
pemitied en entrance and exit from Black. 
Well Sideroad near the tricks. ‘The engineers 
Uf the trains using the tacks began to com 
Plain thatthe eidren were impeding the pro 
ros of the trlne and endangering thei lives 
Fy ung the salway property as pathway to 
the school. So begth a safety program to alert 
the pupils to the hazards of trains on the 
teacke and carson the roads. 

"To improve the playing area some fl was 
brought in. Up until 1968, many toads of dirt 
lef in the wagons after the suger hoets were 
Unloaded at the weigh tals, had been dump. 
fin the school yard, leveling was done and 
father tle attempts fo provide a grassed 
Traerball field. were made, Landscaped grass 
fd shrubbery” around the buildings. were 
‘ore succesful, Ie wat a sad day when the big 
trees atthe front fel poy to the Dutch Elm 
Alsrare and were taken down and replaced by 
nother sign of “progres”, a parking lot for 
the teachers cars, 

During the sixtie the school was made 
available for use by the community for a 
Variety of aff, The all-purpose room was 
the ste of squaredaneing groups, Christmas 
onoeets and meetings On Sundays the class 
rooms were sod by the chusch fo the grow 
lig Sunday “Sehool enrolment. ‘The play- 
[Bound was used by groups for baseball games, 
Sbecer, © skating Fink and various other out: 
Alot activities 

‘New words came into use, The part-time 
janitor became full time custodian and as 
the school grew an assistant. custodian was 
added to the staff. Tho principal took ove 
More administrative duties and prinipals 
relef was hired. In 1957 when the kindee- 
farten oom was added, a KP toecher started 
Storing and an afternoon sesion to teach 
5 ‘year old pupils the rudiments of Kinder 


arten Primary education to ensure that it was 
fot a baby-aling service for mothers who 
ranted t0 play golf of socialize as many of 
the ratepayers had fared, A teacher to teach 
French was added to Ue staff on a part 
time bacls as an extracurricular program to 
demonstrate to the ratepayers that it could be 
valuable tool for the future eltiens and 
leaders of our country. 

‘Blackwell Senool can be very proud of the 
contribution it has made to the musical life 
fof the community. ‘During the expansion 
{Years this was an important pat of the school 
Drogramme and. fortunately most able and 
fifted teachers expanded snd developed the 
fnusic programme, Parents gladly became in- 
Wolved in conceris, the music festival and 
Programmes, ‘They spent much time driving 
{rou of children hither, yon and back again, 
Making cortumes and props and being the 

audience” for many 2 fist time oF repeat 
performance 

Throughout the years Unere wore peaks 
and valleys of enthusiasm for the Home and 
School Association. As the community be- 
famne more urban the emphasis onthe impor 
{ance of therole ofthe school seemed to shit 
Parents formed cae pools to get thts chldren 
to the city for fancy skating, ballet, plano 
lessons, hockey, swimming, social events and 
for dental and health care tix interesting (0 
note that the very qualities of life that drew 
the ast new comers to the ara, the security 
And seeming simplicity of hfe In the country, 
wrere soon smothered by the more sophisti: 
{ated “wante of urban communities, "There 


‘Blackwell Winners inthe 1952 Kiwanis 
‘Musi Festival in Chatham, Ontario 


1. to Re Joes Flt, Sally Smit, Connie Franca 
Kathleen Webring, Mary Low Front 





came the day when the school was planning = 
“field trip” to visit the dames army farm 
within one third of a mile of the stool and 
Which most of the pups passed each day, on 
Toot a ina car, on thee way to or from sone 
sctvity in which they were involved 

In 1965, 8S. No. 7 became a part of the 
‘emia Township School Area, Candidates for 
the Avea School Boar were nominated from 
the township at large. Five wustecs were ect: 
od by ballot atthe time of the municipal elec 
tion by the ratepayers trom the whole town 
Shp, Blackwell School lor te unique individ 
ality 

th 1969 the Provincial Government re- 
‘moved the local schools even further from the 
Girect control of the community which they 
Served by. forming County ‘School Areas 
[Blackvell School came tinder the Jursdiet 
‘of the Lambion County Board of Eaication. 
Sarnia Township Schools which, in the 1980' 
were governed by over thirty’ Toca! school 
Section trustees, were now represented on 
the Lambton County Board of Education by 
‘bvo members elected from Sarnia Township. 

‘Three developments following 1969 were 
the expansion of large central school, the 
closing of rural schools and the bucsing of 
Students living outside of urban ‘commun 


Blackwell Graduates Honoured 


In June 1952, a graduation banquet and 
Social evening were held in Blackwell Hall 
Honoured at the occasion were Mrs, James 
Flet, principal of Blackwell School and, the 
‘members of the last four years rade 8 grad 
ation clases. Special guest war Mts, Russell 
Garrison, nee Irene Herdicky who, in 1912, 
was the fast pupil to graduate from Blackwell 
School. She was presented with a graduation 
pin, along withthe more recent graduates. 

‘Sponsoring the affair was the Blackwell 
School Club, President Robere A. MeGeachy 
tras chairman and the dinner was convened by 
rm Clarence E Deas 

‘Charis Phelps, Chairman of Blackwell 
School Board introduced the. head. table 
szuests, inching one pupil representing each 
Year. ‘They were Edward Moorehouse, 1949; 
Gyninia Vrolye, 1950; Joy ‘Howson, 1051 
tnd Lois Garton, 1952. 

Guest Speaker was Mr. J. Edwards of 
Petrolia, He was introduced by Mts. Cameron 
Bell and thanked by Norbert Hendryske. 

Mrs. Flett presented pine tothe graduates, 
Thereupon Cynthia Vrolyke proposed 8 toast 


Graduating Class 1954 
Mart, Jim Con, Front Rov: Ralph Mecltosh, Boe 
rey Dear, Mary Ln Frans Robert Morey. 


{0 the school, to. which one of the teachers, 
Mrs. Rose Routife, replied. A toast to the 
las of 1952 was proposed by Wm, C, Vat 
erBirgb, pubic schoo! inspector for Lamb 
ton Tnapectorate No.1, ta which John Kuind 
fersma replied. Another toast to the previous 
lasses was proposed by Mrs, W.C. Vander 
Burgh, Jean Guise replied. John Lambley 
thanked’ those participating in arrangements 
forthe evening 

Pupils during the four years include: 
clas of 1949, Fawaee! Moorehouse, Mary De 
Buck, Doris Herdan and Margaret Cae class 
fof 1850, Ruby Berdan, Willam DeMecser, 
Connie Rrancis, Jean Guise, Gayle Howson, 
Greta Kuindersms, John ‘Lambley, Sally 
Smith, Jack Somes, Pauline Somer, Fem Tel 
fer, Elsie VanGaver and Cynthia Vfolyk; class 
‘of 1951, Roger Hardick, Gertrude Hendrycke, 
Norbert’ Hendryeks, soy” Howson,  Phylis 
Luckins, Donald Sitter, Betty Jean ‘Thurston 
and Paull VanGaver: and class of 1982, Cha 
lene Bodkin, Dorothy Dease, Joyce’ Flt, 
Eaward Fluter, John Kuindersna, Sandy Me 
Geschy, Edward "Phelps, Loreen Stinson, 
Tryntje Veenkamp and Barty Vrolyl 

‘A display of trophies and awards won at 
various times during school years by the fl 
owing pupils were shown: ‘Connie Francs, 
Joyce Flet, Sally Smith, Sandy McGeachy, 
‘Ted Phelps and Norbert Hendycks, 





Front Row: Lawrence Coleman, Er 
Robert ition, fim Connors rey 
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Grades Two and Three 1955 
Best, Penny le Mekacher, Wayne 
lruret Ply. 
Lins Thibideny: Cay Wetering 
Bremner An ade 2, Layne Carabin Brac Pal Ere 
Third te Billiton, Jamie Peterson, Tory Some 


Lon. Second Rous Marie Wetring, Par Hoi, 
Besely Recher, Joanne Coney, Carat 














Blackwell School 1957 





Blackwell School 1961 ~ 1965, 
‘contributed by Nell Campbell, 


1 was a bit apprehensive about coming to 
Blackwell School in September 1964. In the 
spring of that your I decided to apply for the 
Prineipalship when Tleared that Mr. Timms 
tras leaving to work in North Bay Teachers! 
College, My apprehension was centred around 
tay decision to apply oF not to apply. 1 had 
tien ‘offered a vice-principaship in Samia. 
Should I move? I had never experienced going 
‘rough an interview. Could T survive an inter 
‘ae? My apprehension was heightened by the 
Thet that Blackwell School enjoyed. a wide 
Spread reputation for having an. exorlent 
Handard of education, Could T maintain oF 
Improve upon that standard of excellence? 
Timadde my decision to apply: T survived the 
Interview. 1 was offered the job and accepted 
My last apprehension persisted. September 
came, and fembarked upon a very rewarding 
‘duttlonal experience. 

‘When T look back in analysis of the exper: 
fence, in an atvempt to determine what made 
so rewarding, T must conclude that it was 
the opportunity I had to associate with some 
very fine people — the board, the teeching 
Fa, the pupils, che cleaning taf, the par: 
fits andl the rehool vistors, 

Thad had prior fo my Blackwell exper. 
lence very little to do with a Board of Bai 
tation, ‘That Ile was restricted exchisively 
{5 salary negotiations and that dia not leave 
very warm remembrance of a board. My 
Tsperience' in Blackwell was to change my 
perception. The board members, all three of 
hem, Were very interested in the community, 
fhe school, se pupils and even in the school 
Ha Iwas in attendance stall meetings and 
brought any concem to the board knowing 
full Well that each would got an understand 


{ng bearing and a sensitive and sensible reso 
{ion, Whe all questions were thorodghiy 
‘liscursed, that dscuaion wat fre of tenaon 
Tam sure that my atocation withthe board 
embers biped to make my years at Black: 
well very happy ones. 

Tworkedl for and with the board, but 
worked also with the satt. When I arived 
‘here was ¢ mcleus of experionced teachers 
wtho helped me to get my feet on the ground. 
‘We were also very fortunate over the yeas in 
being abe to secure capable people to replace 
thote who were leaving for one teaon oF an. 
‘other. The early sixties were years of growth 
4nd teachers moved about que eaal from 
ne board to another. No year went by with- 
ut some sat change. 

‘There. was keen competition between 
boards inthe market for graduates of teacher 
colleges, The anna tip to London in search 
of teachers was a. memorable experience 
Graduates would line up to interview several 
boards. The graduates with high marks could 
f wherever they pease Bren though many 
tere bended for lager centers, we were al 
trays fortnae in securing good teachers for 
Bisceil 

‘One of my priorities was to encourage the 
staff to work harmoniously towards he sae 
fend ~ providing an excellent education for 
the pups Al aff members were ery com 
fclestious, and they did their best to reach 
{hat goal’ I never had to order or demand 
‘Any Stagestion for improvement was acted 
‘pon realy. A voluntocr alvays came forth, 
Shi worked io much more effectively than 8 
concn. 

"The day to day work marched along 
smoothly, But most memorable events centr 
fd around special projects, Music Festival w 
flags an ‘exelting time at Blackwell. Mv. 
‘Marion Tully was the itinerant music teacher. 
Her enengy level was immeasurable and she 
fd the aff entered 8 number of shots and 
trios each year. Although each entry per 
formed admirabiy, the highlight was always 
the Kindergarten action song. Mothers rented 
Contumner of incredible inteacy, the Kinder 
farten pupils learned song after sone, dances 
Sind dels, and provided excelent entertain 
ment, One year the adjudiator gave the pa 
Pils © mark of 105 per cont That mark was 
Feally tre reflection of ali the effort that 
‘went into the production. 

Musi fsa was no sooner over than the 
preparations for fil day" were seriously 
Underway. Some preparation was done even 
luring’ April and May. Some problems arose 
‘over the overlapping preparations, but every 








Graduating Class 1961 

Front Row: Catherine Carn, Audrey Hardic, Pare West, Kathrine Ide, Jont Hiditch, Layne Cri, 
Stcond Roms Vegi Medriher acer), James Bothwel, ace Pri, Bayne Burden, Mera Howen, Mayne 
‘ctor, Dorme Hunt, Bialey Slny Marion Tally fase teacher. Back Row Richard Todd (echt), Tam 
‘Stakes, dim Connor, Ron Cup, Wim Macon, Al Philip, Donald Phelps, Ronald Ti prince, 


Chee tpg, Sandy MeCrsten John Lawrence, 
Jock MéCracken, Wendy Alpugh. with Teche 
‘eae Simpoon and Verna ML, 


thing worked out well fn the end and neither 
festival nor field day’ suffered, 

"The school could not run with the board 
‘and teaching staf only. An important part of 
the smooth operation at Blackwell was the 
leaning staff I was my good fortune to have 
lurrived. when Mr. Brian Maw wae the cso 
Glan, He was capably asited by his wife and 
his daughter Mrs, Alice Webring. Brian an 1 
dia not work together for very long, because 
hne retired in December of 1961, Bofore his = 
tirement Tame to look upon him ass fiend 
land ors sare that my Grendship was teipro- 
‘cited, Brian filed me in with local history, 
land before long | knew how What'slsrams 
tras related to Whosit! ‘The Maw family was 
proud of the school and took great oe in 
iaking sure that fe was always spotless, They 
fstablished «standard of cleanliness which 
‘was difficult to. match. T wondered If we 
Would ever find as good « replacement as 
Brian. 

‘From the several applicants the board se 
lected Mr. Brice Mason. Alice wayed on to 
help Bruce. The standard of cleanliness dd 
‘ot suffer one whit. Before long Brice be- 
‘come my right band man. Is jb description 
expanded to include many unweitten tasks 
‘which be willingly undertook. If something 
‘ecded to be dane, Bruce did it. Soon he was 





Graduating Class 1963, 
Front Row Libby Randolph, Fronces Gilbert, Jane Hendon, Margaret Php, Jone Scot, Mile Row: Diane 
opera Iocie Conwy July Crone, Carolyn Sivan Lorna Hardie Maret Racey, Gordo Mey. Bock Row 
bb Laurence, Steen eto, Steven Racy, Jon Rei, Frank Vago Bal Han, Pom aller 


‘checking in the supplies, stocking the shelves 
of the supply cupboards, and was letting me 
now when I should order more pencls, 
‘aees, papers and vale. 

"To the pupils Bruce became Dr. Mason. 
For tender loving care and a bandage for 
‘it ofa terape there was no better person to 
Dpraach, Brace alo did yard duty with those 
pupil who brought their lunch. The young. 
Bers vied with one another to sce who could 
hold Bruce's hands ax they walked around the 
Blaygound, dicussing many very, vory im 
portant topes, 

‘The teachers soon began to rely upon 
Bruce forthe litle extras, Cupboards, shelves, 
fools teachers. kept him bury” making 
fhewe things. Brice sl cashed pa¥ cheques 
At the bank, bought Heese plate, installed 
‘hem on the cars, weat t0 Manley’ for sup 
ple, You name it, Bruce di it 

T remember tha {telly appreciated hav 


Ing. Bruce available to. man into town, but 
there were a couple of times in a tow that 1 
‘wished he had not gone. On each occasion @ 
pupil had become i. | could stil see Bruce 
Griving away in theca, ad Twas left to clean 
‘up afer the patients. Aftr those experionces, 
Terossed my finger each time Bruce left the 
fechool, That certainly was an effective way 
to male the teachers and me spprecate the 
custodian, 

"The parents at Blackwell were always very 
understanding and very interested in their 
‘children’s education, Such a combination of 
attitudes made for a happy place in which to 
‘work. Because of this parental interest, the 
pupils, for the most part, eame to school pre 
pared to” work to the best of their sbi. 
They did lear to do homework and to study 
{for exams. always felt that thes habit pad 
dividends in Inter years. T'must admit that 1 
have ft a bwinge of pride years after T had 





Kindergarten Action Song — Lambton County Muse Festival 1963, 


Front Row: Debbie Hyde, Jamie McCormack, Ronnie 
Fellows, Randy Rogers, Seley Duncombe, Laurent 
Brent, Douglr Miche, Jane Lan, John Stokes, 
Davi Nol Cathy Ames, Middle Row: Judy Coe 
Cindy. Segent, Meni Kundera, Chis Tackon 
Marian Cau, Kona Deeston, Visi Tis, Karoh 
Meaen, Mart Lang, Dale Lambirt, Joyce Richard 


taught s pupil at Blackwell when I read inthe 
newspaper of his or her accomplishments, 
‘lust the other day Twas talking to Me 
Mason about our years together at Blackwell, 
He remembered puting the nativity scene out 
in front of the school each year before Christ- 
‘as. Perhaps his comment b 
community when he sd, 
never lost one light bulb tn all the years we 
put up that display." That fact demonstrates 
{fo me the respect which flowed between the 
school and the community which i. served for 
So many years am happy that I had small 
part in the history of Blackwell School 


School Days 
contributed by 
‘Anne Marie (Kershaw) Peterson 


The last time I visited Blackwell Public 
School was 14 years after I had made my 
formal departure sa student, 

Twas amused a5 I stooped awkwardly to 
tako a drink from the miniature fountain, The 


tom Joyce Bad, Karen Lamb, Back 
‘Row: Carlie Moore licachr) Alin Lacan, Lin 
Kerio, Patrica Spolding, Cvine Robby Lyne 
Meta, eid Comaon, Nancy Bing, Bartars 
(Chiov, Hoan Harrom, Kaen Rogers Sher La 
Nec, Fone Bl, Misha Stores, 


‘allways Seemed to close in on me. 

T haven't been back since that time but 
very now and again the memories sirace 
‘ho apparent reason, Some are painful. Most 
ste milly amusing 

My most vivid memory of kindergarten 
was Miss Josh whose unmatched best ad 
‘ergy endeared me, and the school prinelpal 
Tithink, to her. remember one Valentine's 
Day when she appeared in an expansive red 
skit ‘and white lave blouse. T thought for 
{years after that ehe must have been te I 

n for tht dey 
jo not think back so fondly on my 

Grade’? teacher, who unknowingly Tn sre, 
humiliated me in front of a sea of faces when 
she anmouneed that my printing was the worst 
In the clas. Thad even outdone Seott Hender 
Son, who was notoriously inept with a pone 

My debut in a school production s Suzy 
Snowflake the following year was azo a hig 
light. But my angelic reputation evaporated 
soon after when T became the fis il Wdent 
to get the sap for playing hooky. Ia vet 
Sect, even that gives me a certain amount of 
pre! 








1 also remember how wonderful was 
when miy litle brother, Jo, grew 1p to be 
iy big brother and honorably accepted the 
{ole of protecting me from the bullies that 
lurk in every schoolyard, knew then that Cd 
been smacked by my last snowball 

What a delight i would be, I've often 
thought, vo nin into one of my former school 
ates on the street. There were many whom 1 
fil think about “occasionally and. wonder 
‘what ‘became of them. Dit Jobn McFadyen 
free Become a dens, his ambition when T 
last say him? Did Mike Meaty ever grow up 
to be tall? Did Rob Ellis eventially Tove all 
his teeth playing hockey? 

Tenn ail visalize the rows of faces in 
‘my Grae 8 classroom and hear the snickers 
that accompanied one of Mes, MeArthury 
(social studies teacher) shill “judge yourself 
‘sccordingly clas. Both she and. principal 
Farrar, who Seemed a true ogee atthe time, 
‘have Tong since boen resurreetod in my mind 
5 uly gifted and devoted teacher 

‘The windows and doors ofthe tchool will, 
no doubt be boarded up soon. The history of 








Blackwell Public School i about to be sus 
pended. But every student, who has shuffled 
Trough its hallways, has locked away a piece 
‘of the history of the school. And that's what 
will keep ivalive 


Blackwell School 1970 - 1980 
‘contributed by Paul Noel 


1970 marked the end of the turbulent 
sixties and the beginning of a now era. The 
‘very last ofthe baby boom children were ball 
Way Unrough school, Blackwell entered the de 
‘ade with 271 pupils and fnighed i with Tess 
than 120. Although a sixty-2ight year school 
history is coming to a close we ll experienced 
many fine times and each memory deserves 8 
Place on these pages, 


1970 

‘The Blackwell brary was built in 1970 
fon the west side of the school, It was the ast 
of a series of expansions since 1912, Mrs 





Kindergarten Action Song — Lambton County Music Festival 1964 — Peter Pan 


Front Row: Karen Bak, Kelly Sloan, Robert Rot 
life Judy Herd, lon Toms, Dany Congdon, See 
‘nd Row Ter Lamb, Marin Col, Andrew Hall, 
Grgory. Spanos Cathrine Lucky 

Lon Pusingham, Shel Call Kelly Stor, Holos 
(Ritoens ily Than Tod Rows” annie 








Jackin, Adie Heytens, Poel Anderson, John Hex 
Cameron Wal, MaryEllen Hop: Bark Rew: Dik 
Zevenbegen, Vaughn Adams, Benne Crone, Allen 
‘eal, Sea Hae, John Brae, rodde 
Hesop, Rosell Le Noe, 








Wanda Scott became the lbraran when the 
brary was opened. She remained unl 1980 
tnd we appreciate fer many fine yeas of ser 
General Yearly Features 

"Variety Nits, Science Fait, Field Daye, 
Play Days, Bducation Wosks and Parent walk 
throughs were yearly events, Some of these 


traditions began in the sister, some after 
41970 but whenever they originated they were 
and lla probably the mot vivid mearories 

Varioty" Nights" usually held. during the 
Christmas Season sre the rest of many long 
hours of practice by the students and eoache 
Ingby the teachers, The final product whether 


Lynn Medtity, Albin Lazu Allen Meta Back 
[Rows Pot Jockon (tacher, Ron Martin dy 
‘ord, Keron Lami, Joeane Bae, Geora Daou, 
Toon Haron, Cathy Armen, Christine Robby ery 
ard. (Mining from pictare Clady Sergent end Jody 
Core 











Grade Seven 1972 


Fron Row: Cathy Renkin, Mry Lou Dit, Michelle Blac, Jit Ames, arbre Eli Jenny Stokes Mile Row 
‘Pes Nicolai, Andon Hither, Tin Bater Bradley Lightfoot, Pot! id, Ron Hrd, Rodrik Bley, Robert 
Ey, Tery Lamb. Back Rov Doug Farr (principal), Alin Hush, Crs Cooke, Gregory faychuck, Andrew 


(odin, James Don, Pel Bremner, Tod 





Intentionally oF unintentionally comical was 
shown before the parents. Tho songs, dances 
td plays reinforced the good feeling which 
Christmas time brought. 

Seience Fai, another product of hard 
work by the stidents were held in Apr 
‘Teachers originally judged the projecs. Ia 
1918 ‘Dr. Jack Pal and Mr. dim” Whiison 
Judged; in 1979 Robert Dell and Jim Whitson 
and in 1980 Mr. Tony Chitovas, Mr. en 
(Cowan and Me, dia Whitson 

ctication ‘Weeks which began in 1974 
ere most often in Apri, Oceanography, the 
fist and probably one of the most interest- 
Ing gave ub an inight into the bizarre word of 
the scas. Mythology, kites, magic and Dino- 
sure were all tude 

In December 1978 a new type of Educa- 
tion Week was held, Plonecr Days, They were 
from December 4 to Fridey December 22. 
‘The students were exposed to a half day of 
Iie and its Christma time erate a they orere 
flmost one hundred years ago, The entire 
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ys Calta Laur, Prod ei, Pal Jckoon iwc). 


venture was due largely tothe teachers and a 
troup of hard working, creative volunteers 
‘sho gave up thelr time to show us life as it 

‘Parent walk-through Introduced just be- 
fore 1970 gave the parents a view into their 
child's education. The parents were given @ 
‘chance to meet the teachers and 0 soe the 
‘twork dlaplayed by the students, 

Field Day was in eariy une. Te was atime 
‘when students were handed he opportunity 
to compete in high, long, standing and triple 
jumps, shot put, ces, and ball Uurow. Many 
ecards were broken ahd the winner of each 
‘event went on to Central Field Day where the 
‘thletes of all area schools would gather in 
‘competition. 

lay Day was in tate June and the last 
event of the year. Held most often in the 
height of a heat wave it was an afternoon of 
fan, 





wn 

‘August 1971 is probably best remembered 
for the storm which downed power lines and 
hundreds of trees in this area. Two ancient 
troos fell from the old James O'Mara property 
(Lot 31) blocking Blackwell Road just west of 
the comer of Blackwell Sideroad’ and Dlack 
well Road. The regular freight trtins which 
pased on the old Grand Trunk allway ad 
eased by 1971. Passenger care had been Te- 
‘moved about 18 years before, 
1972 

Grades seven and eight attended Shop and 
Home Economics for the fr time in Septem 
her” 1972 at King” George ‘VI School. Mrs, 
‘MeGlugen and Me. Westlake were the teacher. 
Mr, Westlake remained as the Shop teacher 
until June 1979. Among the other ome Be 
teachers were Mrs. Cask, Mrs, Wikon, anc 
Mrs, Buckley, 

Mr. Douglas Farrar lett Blackwell in June 








of 1972 after serving us as Principal since 
1965, He moved to King Geonge School, Me. 
Stewart Metay formerly of Wawanosh School 
replaced Mr, Paar 

"The fet edition ofthe Blackwell Schoot 
Newspaper was painted in September of 72 
and. wat in print for soveral months bofore 
being terminated that school yea. 
1973 

1079 was marked by the frst split class in 
‘many years. It was only the beginning of an 
‘obvious. trend in declining. enrolment. ‘The 
thirty-aix grade 3 and 4 students were taught 
by nies, Pauline West, 





5 and 6 spent two cold days 
atthe United Church Camo in the winter of 
14." Here: they learned. about orientoering, 
trees, and animal life. ‘The parent voluntoors 
Who helped with many of the activities made 
Wsicoesf 


(Grade Right 1972 
Front Row: Helen Chita, Cindy Vandenhove, Suan Hae, Shelley Clie, Koen Blake, Beth Ann Hannon, 


Bomie Joction. Second Row: John Bremner Danny Thomas, Grog Sprdirow 
Vaughn Adams, Morn Cal Micka Ams Third Row: Doves Farr (pricipal, — 
Denid Baber, Pol Anderam Mare Faye, Cameron Wally ln Torn 

Para, Karen LaPser, Mary Ber Hitop, Diana Dou, Stan Co 


‘Rech Hit 
ob Stes, 
"Doid Hinds Back Rov: Tons 





"Kay Se. 








Paige 





Grade Fight 1975 -6 


Front Row: Andrew Vax Horn, Maron Sendrcock, Robert Hind, Jeffry Psigham, Tery Stoker, Anne 


James, dutie Faye Second a San Lennon, Dough Hers Dag Stale C 
Merit WebstrThed Rows James Star, Denise Bellvonc 





Fourth Row: Cathy Jackson, Duwyne Joleun 





(Georgia Bi, Keith Rowe. ack Row: Soot Lghfoot,Hesthor Hoptins, Ji Hy, Hoather McLack, Kenneth 


Pet, Michal Leck, Job 





deation Weeks were introduced i 
OTA. Becaute of is success t became a year 
iy event, 

Tn dune of 1974, Blackwell Co-op, the 
store on the comer of Blackwell and Black: 
trell closed, The owners Jobin Heslop and 
George Connors ad sold the building and had 
fo move to another location, “Darlene's 
Ceramics” operated by Darleen Dumont was 
opened shorty. after: The store originally 
‘opened in 1952, became a Co-op in 1966 
tant its closure in 1974, The Cowop store te 
Tocated at the site of th old 1.G.A. sore near 
the comer of Murphy Road and Lakeshore 
and Temained open for two or thre more 





ind, Careline Bad 


years. At that time the store was sold and the 
Frusness closed 
1975 

Blackwell became one of the frst schools 
fn the area to lower ther Prench clases frost 
ade 7 to grade 5. Almost three year Iter 
French was taught in grade 3. French teachers 
since 1975 were Mme. Conseneim, M, St. 
Louis, Mme, Hebert and Mme, Viola 

‘ME, 8, MeL Teft Blackwell in dine 1975, 
le moved to Queen Elizabeth Schoo 

Me. Allen Partidge, formerly of Johnston 
Memorial School replaced Mr. Mebay, 

"The Blackwell Section House just west of 
Blackwell Sideroad on the old Grand Trunle 








Grade Eight 1976-77 





Front Row: Lynn Korne, Fan Dita, Carolyn Tonge, Catherine Mot, Dina Nol, Wendy Sope Mery Jone Com 
tore Middle Rows Cuterne MeCiney. David Hardck, Donald Lesh Michele ever, Debio Han, Lyan 
ire, Allen Pride principal, Back Row: Brace Rankin, Peter Amey, Steven Pedenom, Bret Johnuon, John 


Seal, Androw Jackson, Ande datos 


Railway bumed to the ground during 8 dey 
pall, Flames spread to the west bank and al 
fost beyond before being extinguished 

1976 

Bt. Partridge introduced Gymnastics and 
Speeches into the school in the "75. "76 
School year. Gymnastics wore afterschool for 
those interested and was run by him. Speeches 
were done for the fst time by every student 
from grade 53. 

Mr. Fred Schram, custodian of Blackwell 
for several years Tet in June of °76 and was 
replaced by Mf. Lou Clarkton who remained 
‘anil October 1979, 

1977 

Mrs, Judy Fleet, the grade 2 teacher con: 
ducted “St. John's Ambulance clasee after 
fehool for the ade eights from 1977 to 
‘980, 

Ta Apel of “TT shortly after the eighth 





(ade had chosen their grade 9 course outlines 
{or St. Ciir Secondary School, the Board of 
Esueation made a decision about their edt 
tation. The decision eased considerable up. 
oar and upset between the parents students, 
fd the bosrd, 

The board decided, considering St. Cal's 
overcrowding. and. Northern's "undercrowd: 
Ing”, that students would be moved immed. 
{atoly to Northern. ‘Tho pupils had already 
heen aceepted and “geared up” t0 go to St 
Clair and were not about to change. The pat™ 
‘ents agreed. The board felt otherwise, 

‘Several meetings were held to discuss the 
lggue further. Many parents expressed their 
views and opinions while the bosrd consid 
‘red all points brought up. Tt was finally de 
tied to’ give the students the option of at 
fending elther St. Clair or Northern Second. 
ary. Out of 28 students, 15 went to St. Clair 
snd the eomainder to Noriher, 








1978 

‘Kindergarten classes wore not held forthe 
fist time since 1957 because of the very low 
‘nrolment. 

Blackwell was very successful in the ath: 
lotic field in 1978, The schools junior and 
fenior teams together captured 7 out of 
Domible 20 awards, By 1979 the Junior Boys? 
Floor Hockey Team had won the tournament 
four year in 8 ro 





1979 

uring the 1978-1979 school year tho en 
rolment of Blackwell School fell o 4 low of 
148 pupil. The Board of Education was com 
Siderng closing Blackwell the next year. The 
fcrolment. would ‘fall to 113 in 1979 and 
probably 20'96 if Blackwell School was open 
In September 1980, 

A parents advisory committee was formu 
lated, ‘Mis dudy Scott, Mr. Brace Brogden 








and township trustes Mrs, Karen Morrow and 
‘Mr, James Stuart headed the commie. Sev 
tral meetings were held with s large tara out 
‘of parents, (Members of the administration 
Who attended were Mr, Pato, Mr. A. Wall, 
{nd Ate. D. Barber), Bveryone examined the 
Tnany alternatives fr the facility of which 
tome would keep the school apen for nother 
{iro or three years, No one wanted the school 
‘loved but it vas generally felt that the school 
‘would and possiny should be closed, Black. 
‘well would, if Kept open, be in a position of 
being almost unable’ to’ compete in intr: 
School competitions of ether academic or 
Bthletic nature, ‘The remaining question was 
‘when the school tas to be closed. September 
‘1080 was st asthe earliest possible shutdown 
date, If that sees 20, Blackwell would become 
{He fst’ school closed “by the Lambton 
County Hoard of Education hecause of severe 
declining enrolment. 











Grade Bight 1977-78, 


mans, Allen Pate (principal). Third Row John 
bloom, Chritopter Haris, David Kloppenbars 
Ti Mot, ery Ferguion, Stephon Ste, Richard 
‘Sout, il Cor, Krag Hout. Back Row Bil Brom 
ton dim Jenson, Tom Leckie Scott Partrg, Secon 
Zasuly l Sondeion, Scot Bain, Dond Fisk 





Skren Sly Haley, Daw Hardie, Susan tar 
tnchtck, Second” Row: Barbe Caley (teacher, 
andy Harper, Brace Waar, Caruiyn,Pooe 
‘a Kein, ioe Pol, Lara Hiberd, Steven Hog 
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(Grades Five and Six 1979 
iont Row: Rachel Set, Meare Toma, Jae Hadck, Denise Plumb, Lure James, Laurie Keehn Key 
it, Sanam MeNaughe Second Row: Dard Rowe, Miche Johnton oly Sanderaon, Janet Poly kin Free, 
Rebeca MeDuff, Dean MacNeil, Louise Ruypersfoaherh Third Row: Glew Huffman, Ken Mier, Ken ie 
Gintey ok Brogden, Maes oer, Dogs Jason, Wayne Hoe, Jari Scot ack ows Paul Alamanchy 
‘im Block Sot Pers, Rabie Shorted 








1980 ‘The last have graduated from Blackwell 
By September 1979 a new school year be ‘The following statement taken from the 

fan for Blackwell and sil no decision bad “Neweomers” film presentation sums up all 

been made. The enrolment dropped to 113, the years the people, and the work at Back 

All elas exeept grade 8 were doubled (3-2, Well rom beginning to end 

45, 6-7, 8). Two teachers replaced the five ‘All that is bora ls bound to change, and 





‘that had'leti, The east wing of Une school was Pass away 
boarded up and used for storage. The lower | 
frades (2-8) were moved from the eat pla 
‘round to the west 
‘Gn Monday February 26, 1980 the Lamb | 
ton Board of Education snnownced tht Blac 
well would, be closed following the grade 8 
{raduation in June 1980, The remaining stu 
fs Would attend Cathar Boulevard Schoo 
‘Open in 1912 closed in 1980, Blackwell 
‘was one of th oldest school in Lambton and 
fone of the most successful. Many. Ontario 
Scholars can trace thelr early school days 0 
Blackwell 





‘SAMPLES OF SCHOOL SPORTS 








FIRST AND LAST 


itst Graduate: 1912 ene Hardick nonens 
(Qtrs. LL. Garrison) 
William James who lived on th fam on 





ast Graduates: he wast sie of Telfer Sidroad, a eat unc 
ee ee of Sami ‘Township Reeve Ken Jamey, was & 
‘Tey Baldwin. Ricard Kelch bachelor. Bach year, as 8 matter of hata 
Maso Benacquista Sasan Kevan justice i was ai etalited cusiom dat he 
Paul Blane David Lambert Eppiy the candy for all the cen atthe 
Donna Beliock David Laucee Sonul Chrstnas Concerts, This be dd i ll 
Stephanie DaCosta Seanane elich food humour, and enjoyed the concen 
Patti rowland Jodie Lowe ‘onsely 
Robs Giles ‘Todd MacNeil Fern Tice remembers the frsation of 
Paul Gili Debbie NMeNaght writing examinations on that te dy whe 
John Hanis Darey Meservia “Stpenters pounded away lusty on conus 
Ben Hal ‘Annette Moller tion of the now schoo! rooms 
Jennifer Hopkins ‘Rim Parse Erle Fowler had s huge black Labrador 
Mare Heb Ee Robertson txever bythe name of Tony, who me fot 
Stephen Huffman Meredith Sot School almont every day to sesompany Be 
Keren Jonen Suaan Stokes fhe is chuma on the Wek home va eral 
dobn Toner stay tracks aod the aly. 


in the 1950's Blackwell Schoolyard grew 








Graduating Cass 1979 
Front Row: Marlnne Lewcenc, Lindsay Cruikshank, Keren Sendercoch, Bobbie Jo Shorted, Fiona Parl, 
‘Crating Seguin, Daphne Cardar, Mela Poleton, Second Rov: Bar ‘teacher, Anti Peder 

(Cathy Kinder, aure Calter Cara Backer, Joon ly, Alon Del Ter fleun, Alen Parte (rica 
hid Rows Mark opel, rae Rowe, Jim Mor Mico! Cte Peat Noe, Mark Boorman, easel Lentente Peal 
Lightfoot Back Row! Fffe Call Seat Hi ln Mashing, Lew Roger (Msn rom peter Le Mah 
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Lambert Jeenonae Leth, Jennifer Hopkins, Stephanie 
i Hr Caley (eacher 
5 Meso, Leff Roberton, Mark Huet, Poa Cli, Mario 






1. Richard Kelch, Ben Hil, aut Blan, Terry Badin, 





Blackwell Publie Schoo! Staff 
1979 - 1980 


Fron Ro, [a 10 R. Fen Vial Barbra Caley, Judy let, Alice Greydanas, Pane Bes 


Back Row Lt R. Wands Scot Alen Prtrdge (principal), Moword Seen custodian, Marlene Rothenbury, 
[Raiph Parson, Maren Roberton, 
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‘4 magnificent crop of sand burs which wore 
tough on bare feet, Charles Phelps remembers 
day in the last week Of August when the 
‘Schoo! Board decided thatthe burrs had to be 
Cleaned up before school resumed right after 
{Labour Day. The Board members were Camer: 
fon Caesar, Lome Van Gaver and Charles 
Phelps. Fonee Snauwaert had agreed to come 
wrth his tractor and wekle-bar mower. Cutting 
the ures was no. problem, Next, we raked 
‘hem Into windows. As Charles recalls, Lorne 





hhad come on his tractor with a sugar bet 
Wagon in tow and several pitch forks. When 
wwe started. pitching the sand burs on the 
‘wagon, Charles said to’ Fonce, "You're wid 
Tovisinga pitch fork, not ike we ety fellows 
Fonce ropliod, “I havent coiled hay for yea, 
Allmy hay'is picked up with a hay loader” 

‘Of course we had procrastinate to0 long 
and the burrs wero ripe and hard. 10 eras 
‘hat many were left on the ound to plague 
bate fect and seed next years crop, 





FOOTNOTES 
CHAPTER SEVEN 


1, 88. No, 7 consists of Lots 28-45, Concession 9, Lots 10 & 11, Gore Concession, Lots 11-5, 
Concession 8, Lots 1-10, North Division, Lake Wawanosh, Lots 17, South Division, Lake 





Wawanoe, 
2 ‘Financial and Bulling Report of 88, No. for 1912 
Receipts Payments 
‘Township grant ......-....++.$ 800.00 Site, including fencing, 
County grant Zs 148 ‘grading, tc 8 218.07 
Legislative grant 6495 Building: wages, $586.97; 
‘Tax on section 606.53 ‘Lumber, $606.23: gravel, 
Conteibuted by Sec. 3, $86.62 coment, $104.68; hed 
‘See. 5, $88; Sec. 6, $906.42; ware, $183.53 1470s 
Bee. 11, §20.00, 502.04 quipment and farses 1 “gosis0 
Sale of siplue materi 2111 9.01 Interest on loan as.ss 
Sele of debentures 1890.00 Teachers salary 550.00, 
Por retirement of 
‘Debenture No.1 1.5 
$9,980.08 ny Gther accounts 1072 
$9,113.59 
Balance to next account 266.49 
$3,880.08 
8 Voters in $8. No.7, Satnia Township, 1917 





George, John and Gideon Telfer, Joueph Hardick, Mrs. George French, Dr, J.J, Bell, James 
‘Mortson, D.W. dames, Albert Wellington, W.H. Minifie, James and Miss Frances Shanks, T.. 
Wheatley, Wm, Colter, Thomas Somes, Robert Cully, Joveph R. Smith, John, George and’ Alex 
Gardiner, E. C. Workman, Harvey Smith, Nicholas Francis, Edward Cully, J.C. Claek, A. Nt 
(Cusack, John Francis, Albert James, Henry, Gordon and Stanley West, J it. Modeland, Mr. T 
‘Tomlinson, Hanson R:Dent, A. MeLean, Fred Telford, Wal. Baley, Geonge French, M, McKenzie, 
Richard Lawrence, William and Mr. James Crag, Richard Hooper, Charles Buchner, Richard 
Dent, Bertle Ridealgh, John Wheatley, Richard Hardick, Andrew Pelton, M. May, Fred Somes, 
George Thurston, Amold Dent, Fred Wes. 





4 ‘TEACHERS 


‘These are the teachers who have taught in Blackwell Stoo, 


1912 — 1925, 


Sept, 1925 ~ June 1994 
Sept, 1934 — dune 1942 
Sept. 1935 — Dee. 1938 
dan 1940 ~ June 1941 
Sepe. 1941 — dune 1943 
Sept, 1942 — June 1947 
Sept. 1943 — June 1947 
Sept, 1947 — June 1948 
Sept. 1947 — June 1948 
Sept, 1948 — June 1950 
Sept. 1948 — Jane 1954 
Sept, 1949 — June 1950 
Nov. 1948 — June 1949 
Sept. 1950 — dune 1953 
Sept. 1950 — June 195: 
Sept. 1952 — June 1953 
Sept. 1953 — June 1954 
Sept. 1953 — June 1954 
Sept, 1953 — June 1966 
Sept. 1954 — June 1956 
Sept. 1954 — June 1960 
Sept. 1954 June 1956 
Sept. 1956 — Dec. 1958 
dian, 1959 ~ June 1959 
Sepi. 1956 — June 1959 
Sept, 1956 — June 1950 
‘Sept. 1956 — June 1961 
Sept. 1958 — June 1960 
Sept. 1959 — June 1960 
Sept, 1959 — dune 1964 
Sept, 1957 — June 1961 
Sept. 1960 — June 1963 
Sept. 1959 —June 1974 
Sept, 1960 — June 1962 
Sept. 1960 — June 1972 
‘Sept. 1960 — June 1964 
Sept. 1961 — June 1963 
Sept. 1961 — June 1968 
Sept. 1962 — June 1972 
Sept, 1963 — June 1964 
Sept. 1964 —June 1966 
Sept, 1964 — June 1966 


m1 


‘Theresa Poslar 
Eva 8, Dustin 
F May Wellington 
Ada Baker 
Hazel Crone 
Elizabeth Crone 
Hazel Lennan 
Hazel Smale 
Lillian Wheatley 
Mabel McDonald (peineipal) 
Jewel Porter 
Marjone MeClement 
Beatrice Hein 
Edith Marshall (principal 
Marion MeDonald 
Alice Franklin 
Margaret Franklin (prineipal) 
Birdie Hest 
Olive Pit (principal 
Mary Layng 

Abignl Wheatley 
Bevty Route 

lorence Bell 
Birdie Hex 
Margaeet Nicol 
Sylvia Shanks 
Garnet MeDiaxaid (principal) 
AVL, Adamack 
Verna Metaushtin 
Graham Shanta 
Blanche Neal 
Blanche Goste 
Shirley Johnson 
Ronald Timm (prinipal) 
D. Downing 
Shirley Niblock 
Mary Crawford 
deste dosh 
Richard Todd 
Frances Walters 
Iris Turton 
Sudy Trowbridg 
[Alice Wagner 
Carolyn Moore 
‘Neil Campbell (principal) 
Alle Hunt 

carolyn Odd 
Coleen Lowe 
oan Hines 











‘Sept. 1964 ~ June 1967 
Sept. 1964 — dune 1965 
Sept, 1964 June 1968 
Sept. 1968 — June 1969 
Sept. 1966 — Jane 1975 
Sept. 1967 — June 1969 
Sept 1965 — June 1972 
Sept. 1967 — Dee, 1974 
Sept, 1968 — Feb: 1969 
Sept, 1969 — June 1980 
Sept. 1969 — June 1976 
Sept. 1969 — Dee. 1969 
Mar, 1969 June 1980 
Sept. 1970 ~ June 1973 
Sept. 1970 — June 1976 
Sept. 1970 - June 1980 
Sept. 1972 — dune 1975 
Sept. 1972 — June 1973 


Sept. 1972 — dune 1975 


Sept. 1974 — dune 1975 
Sept, 1975 — June 1979 
dan, 1975 — June 1975. 
Sept. 1975 — June 1980 
Sept. 1975 — June 1980 
Sept. 1976 — June 1980 
Sept. 1976 — dune 1977 
Sept. 1976 — June 1978 
Sept. 1978 — June 1973 


1978 — Jane 1979 
79 — dune 1980 


Sept. 
Sept 


5, THE CUSTODIAL STAFF 


Life in. any shool is enhanced by the 
presence of @ good custodial staff. Blackwell 
Faas been those fortunate to have kind, con- 
cientious people to do the cleaning, the odd 
Jobe, and numerous tanks that come up during 
the days at school, People who have served it 
{this eapacity over the years are: 





Charles Wheatley 
‘Thomas Somes 
‘Thomas Wheatley 
Norman Heal 
Emie Sole 

Vera Lewis 

John Wheatley 
AIC. Francis 
Abie Wheatley 
Brian Mawr 

Allee Wehting 
Brace Maron 
Fred Schram 

‘Low Clarkson 
Eu Hudson 
Linda Firman 
Dal Merl 
owned Stevens 





Mary Anita Kemohan 
‘ohn Meyers 

Robert Slack 

Margaret Howard 

Paul Jackson 

Ani Allen 

Douglas Farear (principal) 
Virginia Mearthur 

Pred Trott 

Paling Galbraith West, 
George Milman 

Donn Payne 

Barbara Caley 

‘Anne Lalonde 

Barbara Connop. 

Wanda Scott 

Stewart MeLay (prinipal) 
Heather Owen 

Byelyn Stewart 

V, Burard 

L. Ruypers 

A, Cameron 

Judy Kohut 

‘A. Partie (principal) 
Judy Fleet 

wim Cock 

on Duchene 

‘Swee Concizom 

Marie MacGregor 

‘Ralph Paterson 





6. SECRETARIES OF THE BOARD 


"The Secretary Treasurers of the Blackwell 
School Board were ~T. C. Wheatley, Harvey 
Smith, John Wheatley, Carl ‘Smith, A. C. 
Francis, George Connats and Gordon Miyle 
chrees, 

‘Wen the Samia Township School Ares 
‘ame into being in 1969, Mr. Miylechrees was 
appointed Business Administestor. The office 
tras located at 1580 Confederstion Ral now 
‘occupied by Channel 8 Cable TV, 


1 SCHOOL TRUSTEES 





Unfortunately there seems tobe no 
continous tecort of the names of the men 
nd women who have been elected as school 
trustees “over “the. years. Throughout the 
foregoing text, 2 few have been mentioned 

For the 1979.80 year the two trusts on 
the Lambton Board of Education who. wert 
flected to represent Point Edward and Sarnia 
Township are 


Mrs, Karen Morrow 
Mr. dames M. Stare 





CHAPTER EIGHT 


Other Related Activities 





Church, tater the Blackwell Church hall and 
finaly the sehool gym. 

"The Pack varied in numbers; highest en- 
roliment of 56 boys with wailing Ist of 


‘Blackyell Cubs 1950-1971 
contributed by Glenn Garcon 


‘The 19th Blackwell Cub Peck started in Younger boys. 
1950" with the mectings held in Blackwell ‘Throughout the year, besides working on 
Public School, then the Blackwell United thelr stars, the cubs visited many places of 











‘Blackorell Cubs 1963 
Front Rov to RB Gali, Owen Adams, 
Secon Row, L, to R, Tom Wheeler, Jamie Hop, Chris MeCanc, Jim Lawrence, Tom Logon, Ronnie Vande 
Waghe, Kes Moorchoue, Recky Spadbrow 


Third Row, to R, Tory Dees. 
elltechrei Any Shor ran ese 


Fourth Row, bs to Re Robbin Eli, Paul Long, Bit Crone, Gary Sauer, Brace Lockhart, Jim Robb Jim 
Mischa, Dancon Crowd Jon Kerhow, Mark Witamaon 


Henderson, Poul Wilton, Tom Core, Dad Hye, Bob Shiri Ra 

















ack Row, L, to R. Sandy McCracken, Ron Bling, Mike Doupe, Bob Charman, Chris Martel, John Grito, 
‘ota Hip, oe Lauren, Kou Morton. 
community, intrest, fire halls, post office, ‘The highlight of each Cub year was the 
Sewage treatment plant, Stier's Greenhouses, camp outings at various places ~ Pinery Park, 
farms and many other, United Church Lambton Centre and the Tare 
‘Many former Cube will remember the few years at Atswandron Scout Camp, wits 
humerous activites, including cookouts, the lst campfire was an oocasion well remem. 
nature trail studios, kite ying contest, pet bared by each Cub as the fie was lit by the 
Shows, soup hikes, weiner and com roasts, Great Spit Manitou, 
whiffen poof dinners, handicraft. projects, ‘The late nights, preparing dinners on open 
Talsng funds by selling hot cross buns, choco: fies, pit cooking and making and baking piet 
lata, and apples on Apple Day; father and in reflector ovens, making lead sinker, fish 
son ‘banquets, projects made from certain Ing and smoking fish in a smoke house, canoe 
Taterals with the father and on working to ing and swimming, the many different camp 
tether, with great imagination, ingenuity and themes and contests related to the themes, All 
‘istry; Cub of the year, church parades, these things made delightful and happy times 
Speakers from Selfrage Field Air Forte Base, to remember, with chume and fiends to last 
Hed Cross, Veterinarians, Bird Watchers, a lifetime 
Purdys, ‘Magicians, "Yo Yo demonstrations, ‘None’ of these things could have been 
parades in London, and Samia, fireworks achieved without the help and dedication of 
ight, Ualloween and Christmas partis, Teades, group committee, Cub mothers, pa 


na 


cents and resource people who gave freely of 
their time end talent, 
Akeles: 

195051 Don Weleh 

195152 Clare Sutton 

1982-71 Glenn Garrison 


Aasitant Leaders over the years 


Glenn, McPhail, Roy and Anne Garrison, 
George "Connors, ‘Mrs, Mae Philips, Lome 
Hardiek, Avdeey’ Garson, Marion Chester, 
‘Ted Hibberd, Reg Spradbrow, Lioyd Kingdon, 
Ele and Grace Pole, Jobn ‘and Jowie Bley, 
Charles McBeth, Birt Passingham, im Cox, 
Clarence Lewis” Joseph Zatyiny, Roger and 
Irene VanderWehge, Leo Coppens, Lois Gar 
‘ison Kelas, Ida Garrison and Me: Ann Lav: 
rence, Seertary 

Because no one took over the Pack ia 
1972, the boys of Blackwell have joined other 
Packs in surounding communities, 





Blackwell Scouts on Trek, 1956 
Jim Stel, Lloyd Tory Kegon 


Blackwell Scouts 


‘The 19th Blackwell Scout Troop was of 
‘ganized in 1951, sponsored by the Blackwell 
Flome and Schost Club. Troop meetings were 
held in the basement of the seal 

In 1956, the Blackwell Unied Church 
took over the sponsorship and the Troop met 
in the old chureh building. The ‘Troop was 
‘ery fortunate in having bin at Camp Atlas 
wandton, tho District Camp located nese Prt 
Franks on the Aux Sauble River. This cabin, 
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provided by their sponsors allowed the boy 
{o participate in winter camping. 

‘Many’ outdoor activities were enjoyed by 
the 19th Troop suchas Camporees, both local 
snd international, overnight camping under 
fcnas, both euminer and winter, along with 
Soup hikes on the beach, 

“Lath Blackwell had many boys who com- 
pleted the necessary requirements for higher 
achievements In Scouting. The fist Scout 
leaders were Norman Brewin and John Burr, 
‘Over the years Uhete were other leaders and 
humerous helpers whose efforts and. dedi 
‘ation were appreciated. Speci! mention is 
‘made of Owen Hackeli, the fit Queen's 
Scout, from the 18th Blackwell Troop and 
fst clas journey — dim Steele, Lloyd King 
don and Teny Kingdon. 


Blackwell Women’s Institute 


‘The Women's Institutes of Ontario org 
inated as an organization for women ivng in 
rural ates The founder was Mrs, Adelaide 
Hoodless who lived. in Saltfleet ‘Township, 
Wentworth County in Ontario. Se recogni 
fo the need for education of women in fam 
lly health and homesmaking. The fist Inst. 
tute Was organized In the village of Stoney 
rock’ on Feb. 19, 1897, Tn afew years, 
fgoups of rural women acrose Ontario. and 
Ganda formed branches of the Women's 
Institute and trom there i spread to other 
Through the initiative of Mes. Hoodlese 
the Macdonald. Institute. was built at the 
Ontario. Agricultural College at Guelph, On- 
tario, Cotes in home economics, health and 
rutrition ‘were commenced, Macdonald Int 
{tte still carries on as part of the University 
of Guelph 
Blackwell Women's Institute was organ 
ized on ‘February 14, 1012 in Blackwell 
Church ‘by Mrs. M. N’ Norman of Toronto 
‘and Mrs. Ker, West Lambton district pres! 
dent. The original members were: Mrs. TC. 
Wheatley, President: Mes. Albert James, Fist 
VicePresdent; Mrs. John Burden, Second 
Vice President Miss Eva Wellington, Seertary- 
Treasurer; Mrs. Hanton R. Dent and. Mr, 
Richard Hardick, Doctors, Others were Mrs. 
Fred. West, Mrs, Win. Bailey, Mes. ‘Thomas 
Hardick, Miss. George Telfer, Mrs. JohnH. 
id, Miss Sarah Burden, Miss Bear West, 
Mrs. Soloman siti, Mrs. Louise MeDonald, 
Mrs. Joseph Hardie, Mrs, Jobn Wheatley, 
Mrs, George Levis, Mrs, Herbert Wess, Mixs 
Mary Craig, Mes. Henry Wee! 




















Blackwell Women’s Insitute and Guests 





Front Rove, L to R, faba! Somes, Be 





ice Thomson, Chalets Tatler, Leak Wes, Kea Haplton, ower, 


Mire ‘Arnld Dent, Hanson Dent, Mr I He Modsind, Bzelyn Modeled, Mr: Wiliam Bailey paket 


Bock Row, b: 10 R. Me Louie Moedonld, Mea. Oso, Tharto, Mr Geo. Teifer, Mrs 1. C. Wheatley, Mr 
‘gh MoE tr Fred Wort, Mi Mary Cag te John Whoo, Cord West, Me. Rchord Dent 


‘The Institute began its work ab once, 
Which consisted largely in helping inthe work 
Ut the Canadian Hed Cross and other causes 
by giving time and money. During the First 
World War knitting and. sewing were done 
{or the soldiers, Also group of gis calling 
‘themselves the "Sunshine Club” had meetings 
luring 19TA-18 at whieh they made bandages 
{ind other material ta help inthe wat effort 
"The most ambitious project of te Inst 
tute was the exection of Blackwell Hal, The 
need Yor a community halls first mentioned 
inthe books in 1918, Early in 1922 the Hal 
lot, "acre, eas purchased. (rom ‘Thomas 
Somes for fifty dollars, The Insitute spon- 
fored the collection of over seven hundred 
dolls in subseriptions for the erection of @ 
Hall: Racked ny the newly-formed Hall Board 
they! borrowed almost $1,000.-A foundation 
teas built and the Dullding, formerly used as 
St. Job's Anglican Church in Sarnia, was 
Piirchased snd moved out and sot of the 

















Blackwell Community Hall 


foundation, The Hall was opened about May 
1925. The institute devoted considerable vol 
luntecr work and.money to firbshing and 
equipping of the Hall, Dances were held on 
Thuteday evenings, Title to the Hall was had 


by the Ontario Department of Agriculture 

“The Institite noted for participation 
many’ community activites and for genorous 
‘Sipport of them, On May 31, 1920, a Junior 
Institute was organized. Ata lator dave a cook 
took was published, From the record book is 
quoted the following: “On August 30, 1921, 
Ms. MeLenan addressed the Junior and Sen 
for institutes at the Blackwell Church, She 
spoke of securing a permanent school bealth 
nurse for Lambton, the cost of which would 
he only 80¢ on every 100 acres, 

‘One of the early members of the Black 
swell Wa, Mrs. Hugh MeCrio, gives us the fo 
Towing account: "Hach branch ofthe Women's 
Inet has maintained ses interest in improv 
ing the health and home conditions of its 
community. To the early thirties, Dr. Mfc 
Donald, the Samia Township Health Officer, 
‘wanted to establish free immunisation clinics 
Tor the Township children. Faling to et 
‘municipal backing he appesied to. the int 
fue members, Blackwell branch answered the 
call, prepared a dinner in the Hall and in 
‘ted ‘the parents in the community to hear 
the Medics Health Officer outline his pans 
Clinies were organized in the schools anc 
Women's Inctiaite members assisted. st the 
links and in distebution of permission eds 
to the homes. When years later the Lambton 
Health Unit was onjanized It took over man. 
agement of the clinics. 1¢ is dificult now to 
Teale all the spade work which was done t0 
popularize immunization of eildren. Much of 
Ex early work was done by Institute mem 
ber 














Resolutions have always boen an impor 
tant part of Insitute Work and a resolution 
‘arrying the weight of opinion of rural wom 
fn is piven consideration even in government 
Circles, Many improvements [in public ser- 
‘ioe] ave resulted from ther fesoltions.” 

Members of Blackwell W.I. wore atively 
‘engaged in helping the war effort in 1939 
1946. During that time, the Institute, working 
through the Red Cros, had prepared to give 
fnsistance in case of disaster, The Bisco 
Hall war equipped with cots and bedding 
take cate of twenty patients. ‘Tis waa the 
‘only Fitst Aid Contre for the Township Red 
Gross, Under the leadership of the Insite, 
Red Cross taining courses were given and sev 
feral classes were graduated, Disaster di strike 
{h'1945 when the $8. "Hamonie” was des 
troyed by fire at the watorfront in Point Ed- 
‘Ward, The Red Cros offered the use of Black 
‘well Hall and nineteen vietims were brought 
{here that evening after they had fret recelved 
{reatment st the hospital, In appreciation for 
this work the Canada. Seamsship Company 
fave a donation to the Sarnia Township Red 
Grose 

‘From 1935 until hi death in 1940, John 
Buchan, Baron ‘Tweedsmuir was Governor 
General of Canada, Lady Tweedsmule mayest 
fed to the Women's Institutes that they tart 
{o keep scrapbooks recording current events 
as they happened, 8 well as saving older docs 
‘ments that could be found and so preserve the 
History of Canada, Thie record ie sil being 
pt by the Blackrell WI. and is known at 
the ‘Tweedsmair Book, in memory of ohn 
Buchan 











Blackell Women's Insite float in a parade after World Wat I 


ut 





Officers for 1980-81 are 
Honorary President Mrs.N. Runa 


President Mrs: L. Bell 
Ase Viee President Mrs: H. Campbell 
2nd Vice-President Mrs, N: Rurnals 


Seeretary-Treasurer 
District bitector 
Branch Ditectors 


Mrs. Cadman 
Mre.. Telter 

Mrs. Harkine 

Mim G. Telfer 

Mis Jean Teter 

‘Mrs, John Harkins, senior member, joined 
‘Blackovel W.. In 1988, 


Lambton Presbytery Centre 


In 1962, United Church of Canada Lamb: 
ton Presbytery acquired farm property on 
the shores of Late Huron, some 20 mules 
north-east of Blackwell The only buildings on 
the property. were an old white brick farm 
house and an implement shed, Since that fime, 
many improvements have been made: a dis 
{ng hall and kitchen, a resource center, over. 
hight cabins, a. day centre for handicapped 
thle and a fully-wervioed taller park. 

‘The Centte is now used yeat “round by 
‘many church groupe throughout Lambton 
County’ for pienes, eamp-outs, conferences, 
summer and winter camps, day care activities 
find church services, 





Camp directors have been 


1962.68 Mr, and Mrs, Bill Jackson 
1968-70 My. and Min’ Kent Douglas 
1970.13 Rev. Layne Douglas 
1973-77 Rev, Murray Campbell 
ASTE-TS Me and Mr. Walter King 
1979." Mr.and Mrs, Rainsbersy 
(mens) 

1079. Mrs, Moirs Cooper 


‘Tho United Churches in Lambton County 
contribute to the upkeep of the Center. 


St. David's Anglican Church 


St, David's Anglican Church, located at 
the comer of Lakeshore Road aid Blackwell 
Sideroad, was started as 3 Sunday School in 
May’ 1998. The fist church service was held 
fon January 18, 1959, In dune 1959, the con- 
‘egation purchased tne rectory, at 1799 Lake 
Shore Ron 

Ih September 1959, Rev, Robert A, Car 
son, former missionary’ at Noman House in 
northern Manitoba, was named rector of the 
howly-fonned congregation, In June 1960, he 
as sucoeoded by Nev. Ronald. Fellows 
The chureh was built during 196% and was 
dedicated on December 15, 1961. Rev, Ha 








fold 1G. Rage was appointed rector in Feb 
fuary 1966, In 1975 he was followed by Rev 
Noel Patterson and then by Rey. Muray E 
Brooks, The present rector is Rev, Claude W 
Root wine came in September 1979, 


St. Michael's Separate School 


St. Michael's Separate School was otpan 
Jed fo 1954, A tworoom school was tule 
Jn 1905 at the comer of Lakeshore Road and 
Telfer Sideroad. By 1958 two more rooms 
had been added and the enrolment reached 
108 pupils, In 1980 it has become a ix clas 
oom building. In addition, three socalled 
portable classrooms are in service and the er 
olment is 206 pupils. Children are tanapor. 
fai by bus to the school from'a tee mile 
ras, 

‘The school is operated by the Lambton 
County oman "Catholic Separate School 
Board. For 1979-1980, the two trustees who 
‘were elected to represint Point Edward and 
Sumia Township are George B, Lunn and 
Albert Brackevet. John A. Wheatley, a gest 
irandson of Thomas C. Wheatley isthe Super: 
Intendent of Schools forthe Boar 


Sports 


(Over the years, spots have been popular, 
particularly with the younger people ~ seat 
Ing, hockey, softball ane hardball 

Up unti 1947 a church shed 24 8. by 
51 ft stood on the south side of Blackwell 
Roed, across the road from the ol church 
and West of Blackwell Hall It was built for 
the comfort of the horees which brought 
Worshippers to church. Shorty after t was 
bull, automobiles came into use and the shed 
sw few horses. About 1923 an outdoor hock 
fy Fnk with natural fe was built on the west 
Side of the shed, where the new chureh stands 
today. The prime mover for this venture was 
Joe Thomson, Blackwell community entha 
‘as Sidebourds were erected around the ice 
Surtace and’ comer of the shed Was con 
terted into a zoom where one could change 
his hoes for skates. Heat was provided by 
wood stove, There were two stings of elec 
fe lghte above the ice surface, Before #yaro 
lines ware extended into the Blackwell aes, 
the electricity was supplied by 2 gasoline 
motordriven, generator, also located in the 
Shed. Water fo flooding the ice surface came 
from a spring close by. 

Besides pleasure skating, the young fel- 
lows played hockey. Paul Snauwaert teal 
the names of Waltr Culley, Jack Telfer, A.C 





Francis, Frank Blake, Joe Thomson, Wilfred 
James, Harry. Bailey, Alt, Wheatiey, Tom 
Whestiey,  Orile Hardick, “Hoy Hardick 
Charlie Somes, sim Somes, Cael West, Keith 
West, Stan West and’ Chick Hilier. 

Paul's younger brothers. George and 
fompeted, Paul Snatwaert and his brother 
CCemille played on the Blackwell team enter 





Blackwell Outdoor Skating Rink 
‘and the Old Church Shed 
th Be arn ee Sanat ene 


ays 





ed in the Samia longue against toams from the 
ENR... Imperial Ol and Pont. Edward. 
‘Others’on tht team were Lionel Marks, golle, 
Stan Reeves, Dip Corey and Cap Melia. 








Blackwell Hockey Team, early 1950s 
Front Ron Lt Glen Thomson, Hob Griffin Kon Houston, Bt Pare, D 
ack Row, Lo R. Roy Garon, CUff 








Grin 


Bob Garon, Lorne Holick, Joe Consina, Glenn Carrion 


us 





In Front: Jock Hestop 


From Row, L. to Lorn 





Thomson, Hery Van Cave, Ds 








After the young men retumed from the 

war in 1945, Blackwell had a hockey tea in 

mediate Rural Ontatio Hockey Asso- 

They played vale from Grand Bend, 

Forest, Iderton, Tucan, Ailsa Craig, Parkhill 
and Point Edward 

Tn tftbal, the men’s team con 








London Road, Mandaurin and 13th line of 
Moore, 

Th hardball, decked 0 
teimmed. with gold, 





he men’s team played 

che, Reece's Co 
Forest, Sarma, Wyoming, Lon 
on Roed and VynerSteetes 








In women’s softball, Blackwell boasts of 
two outstanding. pitchers, Lillian (Wheatiey) 
Francs and doy (Howson) Koh. 

Tn the 1920s and 1980", women’s sot 
bal took the Sarnia zea by storm, Ie was not 
Uncommon to ste a crowd of one thowsind 
spectators at an evening game in Sarma, Be 
{Ween 1022 and 1934, the star pitcher Tor the 





Blackwell Hardball Team, easly 1950's 
Morb, Bob Grin, Doug Hyatt Nit Hows 


om Ken Jame, 








lob Ser, Wayne Cox, Row Sith, Don Bae 


Radio Star and later the London Life team, 
Was Lilian Francis, She had a spectacular de: 
livery” andl fast all that overwhelmed all but 
the best batters. Her teams played other in 
‘lading the Wanderers, lmperals and Meet, 
Generally. Wes Emerick was on hand Lo pase 
the hat Tor the silver collection that helped 
te pay expenses 














As a highschool gle in 1960 doy Howson 
begin’ to play competitive softally fis for 
the Polymer Rubber Dolls team aid then for 
the Imperials, In 1956 the Big Four league 
as formed; Samia, Steatford, Goderich and 
Flocence. Joy ‘pitched for the Imperial ih 
that League, Later the team name was chang 
fd to Samia Belles. From year to year other 
team joined this league. During those nine 
Years the Belles won five Ontario Champror 
Ship awards; Ontario Amateur Softball Asso. 
‘lation, Intermediate Girls in 1997 and 1062 
land Provincial Women’s Softball Union Senior 
iin 1959, 1962 and 1964, 

















Blackwell Hardball Team, late 1950's 
Runt Row, Lt» R. Ed Hornblower, Don Bef Mooreboue, Mor, ule Hard, Jack Help, 


Book Row 
omraom, Bon Dae 


oR. Bob Morey, Bert Hosis, Jock Somes, Lore Herlick, Rot Smith ob Hornblomer, Glenn 





A.C. Prenisand Lillian Whstey about 1930 Joy (Howson) Kohat inaction 
aa 





In 1966, Joy pitched forthe Simcoo Stas 
and in 1966, 1907 and 1968 for the London 
Holiday Inns team in Ontario Senior A com 
petition. In Centennial yest, 1967, Joy's 
{eam won the Ontario Championship. 

Next, Joy joined the Toronto Ledies 
team, playing against Agincourt, Toronto Car 
petland, Fort Erie, Simcoe, Barre, Kitchener 
End. Guelph, Over Labour’ Day weekend in 
41969, an elimination tournament Was held in 
Fort frie, Ontario to detarmine which Ontar 
to team Would represent Ontario atthe Do 
minion Championship meetin Winnipes. 
‘Joy's Toronto Ladies" team lost to Toronto 
Catpetiand, For her performance, Joy was 
prevented. with, Ontario's highest individual 
Evard in ladies’ softball, the Marie Kinkpat 
Fick Memorial Trophy. She considers this the 
highlight of her pitching carocr 

ariet that season Joy was a member of 
the Ontario Allstar lenm thit went to Stet 
Tord, Connecticut for an exhibition series of 
fumes agsinst the United States Champions, 
fhe Raybestos ‘Breakottes, ‘The Breakettes 
‘won, but Joy says that she was thrilled to 
pitch against the Ovo top women pitchers in 
She United States 














Riders trom Orville Hardick’s Riding Stable 


Tole Forgan, Abid Wheatley, Marone Dent, 

























Abe Holand Kon West econ hntng 


In professional hockey, Blackwell's entry 
is Jamie Hislop, the tecond son of Don and 
Mary Hislop, 1681 Lakeshore Road, Jamie at 
tended Blackwell School and St, Clair Second. 
ary School, Locally, he advanced through the 
teams in the Sarit Minor Athletic Associa: 
tian, For one year he played Junior B Hockey 
in Stratford. After that, Jamio attended the 
University of New Hampshire on a hockey 
Scholarship. Upon graduating with honours 
in Physical Education and Health, he joined 
the ‘Cincinnati Stingers club of the Word 
Hockey Assocation. He played tree seasons 
there until the end of the" 1978-70 season, 
when the WHA andthe National Hockey 
League’ were merged, During the 19791980 
Season, Jamie played for the Quebee Nord 
iques in thoir fist year in the N-HLL. Jamic 
Sl calls Blackwell his home, You'l seo him 
‘28.4 member of the Blackerll Cub pac inthe 
1962 photograph inthis book, 





Blacksell Cemetery 


The cemetery was established with the 
purchase of the church lot in 1880. The ol 
‘at existing plan of the cemetery, drawn up in 
SST shows the original lot divided into five 
sections of twelve lots each, but later another 
row of five was added on the south, I 1927 
‘nother acre of land was added to i. Ths 
‘Beet burial was that of Frankie Thompton in 
fant son of Rev. Robert and Maria Thomp- 
son. He died on August $1, 1880, and the 
tombstone may sil be seen near the west 
fence, 

Ih 1947 a group headed by Mr. Joseph 
‘Thomson began improvements on the come: 
tery grounds A canvass was made of ft hod 





xs and tea families for contributions of 
‘money to aid in this projet and to assure 
Btoper maintenance of the cemetery grounds 
The response was very good. From then Unt 
his death in 1971, Joe Phomeon’s main pro 
ject was the improvement of the cemetery 
tnd if never looked better before or since. 

The Board Members in 1941 were 
Joseph Thomson, Chatman: Alex Pasingham, 
SceviTveas, Harold Prall,Joveph Hardick and 
‘Angus Jamieson, In 2948, John. Wheatley, 
Fred Somes, Bar Hardick and George Harcick 
were added to the Board and Herman A. Sit- 
{er took over the dues of See-Tre 

At the annal meeting held June 29, 1960, 
anew Bourd was elected, Harold Proll, Ch 
‘nant Jack Heslop, Seo-vees., George Hart 
lek, Glen Thomson. and Bett Logan. Bar] 
Hardie and Lloyd Siter were Board imer- 
hers appointed by Blackwell United Chteh, 

‘At the snnsal congregational meeting of 
Blackwell United Chureh held on January 28, 
1973, the following motion wa 

That Messrs, Ted Phelps, §. Ham 

Sitter, Chale Phelps and Clarence Coke form 
the Blackwell Cemetery Board.” Later, the 
Chairman of the Board of Stewards was added 
to the Cemetery Board, Me. Ron Hutchinson, 














oo 


In 1980, the Boat consists of: Lloyd 
Ster, Clarence Coke, Charles Phelps, Willams 
Gardser, Glenn Garton and Audrey Gar 
son, who is Chaleman of the Board of Manage. 
tment of Blackwell United Chureh, Rev. WE. 
MeCosh i also 4 member, ex-officio, 

"The description of the new portion of the 
‘cemetery, purchased in 1927 by the Trustees 
‘of Blackwell United ‘Church. is as follows: 
“Commencing atthe intersection of the north 
limit of Blackwell Road by the west boundary 
of Lot 35, Concession 9, Samia Twp., thence 
fast 125 feet to 8 point, thence noith 316 
feet to the CN-R. allroad allowance, thence 
‘along said allowance, in a westerly direction, 
425 feet to 2 point, thence couthveard 216 
feet to the point of beginning.” 











Storms 


‘The greatest storm on Lake Huron and 
along her shores, within the memory of old- 
ters tl living, occured om the Sth of Now 
tmber 1913. The north wind blew at up to 75 
tiles per hour for almost 16 hours before 
abating. A total of eight lake shipe were lost, 
Seven of them an Lake Huron. In all, 369 i 

ied: there were no survivors from any of the 








Wreckage after the th of November 1913 storm on Lake Huron 
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Ships sunk in the 9th of November, 1913 
storm on Lake Huron 


lost ships, On that Sunday, rain tumed to 
froezingrain and then #0 snow. The wind shit 
fa to the north and soon was Dlowing a gale 
force, The outdoor temperature dropped be 
low freeting and the waters of Lake Huro 
rose and devastated the lake shore, For 8 
week following the storm, bodies sind weeek 
‘age were seashed ashore, the grim aftermath 
of natural diester at ea 

A fow minutos after 5 pm. on 21st of 
May 1953, a tomado traveling west. from 
lower Michigan erosed the St. Clas River and 
cat a swath balf 2 mile wide through down- 
fown Samia, as far east ae Murphy Road, 
While the Blackwell area was notin the direct 
path ofthe tornado, i was lashed with torre 
tl rain and hall, Blctre power lines feeding 
the ‘Blackwell area were torn asunder and 
power was off for 8 or 4 days, 

A few weeks Inter, on 20th of June 1988, 
‘ huricane roared out of the north and struck 
the lnkeshore of Lale Tron. In the Blackwell 
tre, oak tees were bowled over like ten pins 
Power and telephone lines were mangled, The 











waves beting on the shore washed away as 
Iuch as forty fet of property. Several houses 
Dear the edge of the bark were let banging 
ver the cif The wesks after the storm sa 
nenomenal increase i the sale of chains, 
Sh resdonts set about disposing of fallen i 

The next storm of note occured on Bi 
Patrick's Day, Lith of Match 1973. White nol 
Dearly au Genet asthe hurcaneof 1883, 
Considerable damage sat sstained slong th 
Shovline, caused partly bocause of the very 
High level of the water ake Huron that o¢ 
cured nthe 1970 


Sarnia Township 


Samia Township was fist organized for 
municipal purposes In 1836 and wat incorpor 
ted in 1890 under the Munioipal At of 1848, 
St that Gime it encompassed both what is no8 
‘known athe Village of Point Edward andthe 
ity of Sarnia, The Town of Semin was in 
onporated a 4 separate Municipality on Jan- 
Utay 1. 1887, Poine Edward became an Ineo 
porated wilage in 1818, 

The only encroachment on township 
land thereafter seas Une annexation of some 
10,000 acres to the City of Samia, which be 
‘ame effective anuaty 1, 1951 

At the present ime, municipal elections 
are held every two Yeats. The prevint Tos: 
‘hip Council forthe years 1979 and 1980s 








‘Mears. Kenneth Av dames, Reeves Ray 
mond. A, Whitnall, Depity-Reeve: Samuel 
MeCae, Peter BR. Merchant and Howard 


Watzon 
Affairs of Samia Township ate handled 

by the following supervisors on stall: 

Richard J. Chowen, Administrator: Treasurer 

Mrs. B.A, Jolly, Cleve 

Peter iy Hungerford, Development Commis: 

John Glass, Deputy Clerk 

Kenneth J. MacKenzie, Works Commissioner 

Stan Oakley, Chief Building Offical 

‘Stewart Har, Reeretion Director 

J, Robert Tame, Fire Chie 

Howard School, Police Chet 

Alex. Sinai Public. Works Superintendent 
‘retiring March 1980 after 38 years With 
{he Township} 








From the population figures, i will be 
‘cen that Samia Pownahip is developing stead. 
Aly, having tepled its population in thelast 28 








Sarnia Township Council, 1979 -1980 


Front Row, bs to R. Kenneth Jamey Reeve; Reymond Whi 


ack Row Lt Edith Ann Joly, Clerk; Howard Watson, Peter Merhent, Som Mee, Couns, Richard 


J. Chowen,dminittor Tren 


Population of Seria Township 


Year Year 
1901 2682 1961-8040 
yell 2186 19869690 
1921 2585 1971 10,017 
1031 3461 1976 
yeu 13031977 
1951 4/380 1978, 
1956 6201 1979, 





‘Over the years, municipal services to the 
residents have been improved steady. Hydro 
tnd telephone lines were extended into the 
area in the 1920s, an have been spade ss 
the residential sections have been developed, 
AA watermain wns laid west from the Petrolia 
Waterworks at Brights Grove, along the south 
Sido ofthe Lakeshore Road in 1949. A second 
Watermain wat lad in 1972 on the Blackwell 


‘Road from Michigan Avenue to the Blackwell 
Sideroad. In 1976, it was extended from 
Blackwell Sideroad to Telfer Sideroad, A gat 
line was aid east from Sarnia along the Lake 
shore Road in 1997 

ete weekly garbage collection in the 
builtup areas. The populace is protected by 
the Township Fire Department and the Tow 
‘hip Police Department, 

‘Recreational facilities advanced when the 
‘new ‘Samia Township Atena was competed 
fn Wellington Street. Also. parks have been 
Aleveloped, with playing ‘elds. and. tennis 
courte, As a joint venture the City of Sarnia 
Sd Sarnia Township aequied lakeshore prop 
ferey on the new Lakeshore Road and over sev 
fal years have developed Huronview Park 
{nto 2 trailer camp that hae become popular 
with ‘owners of Tecteation vehleles from [at 
tnd ear, 


Th 











‘The following ie list ofall Boards and Committees for 1980 


Planning Board 
All Members of Counet 
Robert Shorteeed 
Harvey Eliott 

Dave Dell 

Ken Wiliams 


Parks and Recreation 
All Members of Couneit 
Al Brackevele 

Pred MeNaught 

George MeLachiin 

Sim Foubister 

Shirley Youn 

Fred Jennings 

Stewart Barr 


Fenceviewers 
Doug Wilkins 
Gordon Crockatd 
Archie Hardy 


Samia and Distriet Visitors 
and Convention Buren 


Rows MeBachean 


Property Standards Committee 


Stewart Hitchooek 
Dr. Andcew Pringle 
Jim Foubister 


Committee of Adjustment 


Gunter Muelle 
Gordon Helpe 
Jack Heslop 
‘John Lesver 
Tim Robb 


Court of Revision - Drains 
Laird Nixon 

Alber Thrston 

Leonard Corse 

Committee of Council -Court of Revision 


Sam MeCeea 
Howard Watson 


Livestock and Poultry Valustots 
Gordon MeMfilian 

Sack Perry 

St. Clair Conservation Committee 
Sam MeCtes 





Horonview Park 


Ray Whitnall 
Peter Merchant 


Police Commission 
Ken James 

Sohn Pik 

‘hude Michael Meehan 
Chief Howerd Schooley 
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Rev, and Mrs. William E, MeCosh 


FOREWORD 


“What you have inherited from your fathers, earn over again for yourselves, orit will not be 
yours.” —Goethe 


In this history of the One Hundred Years, 1880-1980, of the life, work and witness of 
Blackwell Church and Community, Charles Phelps and the Centennial Committee have 
gathered helpful information, tracing developments from Indian days, to the whitesettlers and 
their families, and to more recent times. 


Ipray that you will pause in yourreading and reflect upon the wise heads and warm hearts 
that created such a healthy, harmonious community and church life, Blackwell owns a 
cherished tradition and has earned a far-reaching reputation for producing sons and daughters 
of excellence who have enriched our community and the wider community in Education, 
Religion and the whole field of Arts and Science. 


May we claim this inheritance as our own and build on it again and again for our children’s 
children. 


uly 22, 1980 William E. McCosh 


ANOTE TO THE READER 


‘The publication of this book is a project to mark the one-hundredth anniversary of Blackwell 
Church, 

Much of the early history in this book is re-printed from an earlier booklet entitled, “A 
History of Blackwell Church and Community” written by Edward C, Phelps and published in 
1958. It contained the following note: 


“From available material I have tried to compile a complete history of 
Blackwell Church to the end of 1957. The community history is intended to 
be only a brief sketch. If other records of the church and community come 
to light in the future, I would appreciate the opportunity of examining 
them.” 


In addition to extending the record another twenty-two years, considerable material has 
been included about earlier times. This has entailed talking to many people and doing much 
work to organize the material. I am grateful to all the people who have contributed photographs, 
stories and suggestions. In particular I wish to thank Mrs. Dorothy Wood who typed the manu- 
script and Mrs, Margaret Sitter, who collected and indexed literally hundreds of photographs 
from which the selection in the book was taken. 


Charles 8. Phelps 


CHAPTER ONE 


Early Community History 


Early Indian History 


Blackwell is located on the shore of Lake 
Huron about five miles east of the source of 
the St. Clair River. It is an unincorporated 
farming and residential community lying 
mainly in the Ninth Concession of Sarnia 
Township, the northwestern comer of the 
County of Lambton 

In centuries past, the Indians had hunted 
and fished and farmed throughout Southwest- 
em Ontario, The area now included in Lamb- 
ton County was occupied by the Attawan- 
drion tribe’, who controlled extensive flint 
beds at Ipperwash and traded with surround- 
ing tribes. Known as the Neutrals after the 
coming of the white man to their territory, 
they were wiped out in the great Iroquois 
raid of 1656. 

Evidence has been found in the Blackwell 
area indicating the presence of Indians there. 
This area was heavily wooded and swampy, 
and a small, shallow lake, later known as Wa” 
wanosh, covered much of the site of present- 
day Blackwell. Chipped sinker stones can still 
be picked up in the fields on the bed of the 
former lake. The sinkers were tied into willow 
bark fishnets to weigh them down when in 
use”, Arrow heads, spear tips, fire<till guides 
and skinning stones, among the commoner ar 
tifacts, have been found. Two stone bird amu- 
lets, very rare pieces, are known to have been 
found, as well as the occasional deposit of 
flint pieces and chips. A few skeletons have 
been found. During a deep ploughing in the 
fall of 1954 on his farm on Lot 45, Ninth 
Concession, Mr. A. Lloyd Sitter uncovered 
several large beds of red ashes, apparently re- 
‘mains of council fires. 

The Iroquois occupants of the former 
Huron territory began to molest four Algon- 
quin tribes, the Chippewas, Ottawas, Missis- 
sagas and Potawatomis, who inhabited the 





Bird stone, a rare Indian artifact found on the 
Telfer farm, Sarnia Township 


central Great Lakes region. These four tribes 
combined to drive the froquois back to their 
own country south of the St. Lawrence River 
and Lakes Ontario and Erie, The Chippewas 
and Mississagas gradually moved down into 
Southern Ontario. 

In the early years of the Nineteenth cen- 
tury Joshua Wawanosh became involved in 
some unknown offence to his tribe in the 
Michipicoten area and was forced to. flee. 
Coming south through present-day Michigan, 
he was brought across the St. Clair River and 
hidden and cared for on the shores of the 
small lake later named after him. When his 
pursuer} arrived they were put off the track 
and retiyned home empty-handed. Wawanosh 
was adopted into the Chippewa tribe and later 
became their chief. During the War of 1812 
he led raids into the State of Michigan. 

Indian occupancy of much of Southwest- 
exn Oniario came to a close with the surrend- 
er of a 2,200,000 acre tract of land to the 
British Crown by the Chippewa chiefs. ‘This 














conditional grant of 1825 was formally rati- 
fied by the treaty signed July 10, 1827°. The 
Chippewas were thereafter confined to their 
reserves. 


‘The Beginnings of Upper Canada 


In the year 1791, the British Govern- 
ment decided to divide the old Province of 
Quebec into two parts, the Province of Lower 
Canada and the Province of Upper Canada, 
‘The Constitutional Act of 1791, officially 
known as the Canada Act, of 31 George II, 
Chapter 31, set down the form of government 
to be inaugurated, including an appointed 
Legislative Council and an elected Legislative 
Assembly in each of the two provinces. A 
British soldier, Colonel John Graves Simcoe 
‘was appointed the first Lieutenant-Governor 
of Upper Canada, He with his wife and the 
two youngest of their six children sailed from 
Weymouth, England on Monday, September 
26, 1791 in the frigate Triton, bound for Que- 
bee City. They landed at Quebec on Novem- 
ber 11, 1791. in June 1792 the party journey- 
ed by boat from Quebec to Kingston, the seat 
of the new government which Simcoe pro- 
ceded to establish. 

Governor Simcoe’s term of office expired 
in 1796 and on September 10, 1796 he and 
his family set sail from Quebec on their re- 
turn joumey to England. During this five 
year period Mrs. Simeoe Kept a diary, which 
‘was published in Toronto in 1911 in book 
form with extensive commentaries. This diary 
is an important source of information on life 
in Upper Canada in those days. 

By proclamation of John Graves Simcoe 
dated 16th July, 1792, the boundaries of the 
newly-created Counties were established. 
Kent County, the nineteenth county listed 
therein, was to ‘comprehend all the country 
not being territories of the Indians, not al- 
ready included in the several counties herein 
before described, extending northward to the 
boundary line of Hudson Bay, including all 
the territory to the westward and southward 
of the said line to the utmost extent of the 
country commonly called or known by the 
name of Canada.” The County seat of this 
tremendous-sized territory was Sandwich, lo- 
cated at its extreme southern border! (In'the 
beginning, both Essex and Kent Counties 
were administered from Sandwich.) In time, 
both the Counties of Essex and Lambton 
were separated from Kent, 

Following the war of Independence dur- 
ing which the American Colonies separated 
from England, Canada was under threat of 
being invaded by the Americans. Asa military 























































































John Graves Simeoe 


Lieutenant-Covernor of Upper Canada 
1791-1796 


man, Simcoe was concerned about the de- 
fence of the country. Forts already existed at 
Kingston, Niagara-on-the-Lake, York and De- 
troit, To’ expedite the movement of troops 
and supplies from east to west, he laid out a 
road through bush and swamp from Toronto 
to Sandwich, via Dundas, Paris, London and 
Chatham, still known as the Governor's road. 
Until this road was developed to the place 
where it was passable by oxen- or horse- 
drawn wagons the only feasible means of tra- 
vel from Kingston to the Western District was 
by the water routes traversed by the Coureurs 
de bois in search of furs. 


Grants of Crown Land 


Apparently it was the policy of the Brit- 
ish government to encourage immigration and 
colonization of Canada and so occupy this 
new land, acquired from France by conquest 
at the Battle of the Plains of Abraham in 1759 
and confirmed by the Treaty of Paris in 1763, 
Grants of land from the Crown were made 
available to individual applicants at very nom- 
inal charge and to certain others at no charge. 
‘The latter included men and officers retired 


on half pay from the British army and navy 
and United Empire Loyalists who emigrated 
from the States following the War of Amer- 
ean Independence. 

‘To allocate land on a systematic basis and 
keep adequate records, it was necessary that 
‘an official survey be made. A Surveyor Gen- 
eral was put in charge of the surveying and a 
Commissioner of Crown Lands was appointed 
to allocate land to the applicants and settlers. 

‘The policy of the British Government was 
for the King to purchase the Indian land, pay- 
ing either in money, or in goods at current 
Montreal prices, and’ then to grant it to set- 
tlers who made application. Between 1790 
and 1827, negotiations were carried out with 
the Chiefs of the Indian Bands inhabiting the 
Western Region of Upper Canada. The Chiefs 
were willing to share the occupation of the 
land with newcomers, providing that their 
rights to hunt and fish on the land and waters 
were retained. These treaties or surrenders 
were signed by the Chiefs by inscribing their 
totems on the documents. Certain reserves 
were established and surveyed for the ex- 
clusive occupation by the Indian Bands. 





Sarnia Township Surveyed 


The Township of Sarnia, still a part of the 
original Kent County, was surveyed partly by 
Deputy Surveyor Roswell Mount, under in- 
structions from the Surveyor General, bearing 
date 8th of April, 1829 and partly by Deputy 
Surveyor Peter Carol, under instructions from 
the Surveyor General, of the 29th of May 
1832. The surveyors’ means of measurement 
was @ chain made with 100 links, with an 
overall length of 66 feet. The ninth or front 
concession of Sarnia Township borders on the 
shore of Lake Huron. The lots number west- 
ward 1,2, 3, ete. from the “townline” between 
Plympton and Sarnia Townships. Each lot 
1 to 30 inclusive is 10 chains wide on the 
Lake frontage by 100 chains deep north and 
south and so contains 100 acres, The southern 
border of these lots is the Gore concession 
line. Lots 31 to 44 inclusive are 10 chains 
wide but their southern border is the north 
shoreline of Lake Wawanosh, so that these 
lots vary in length and the acreage they con- 
iain, 
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Map of Sarnia Township showing the location of Blackwell and Lake Wawanosh 
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80 chains equal one mile. In making the 
survey, proceeding west from the ‘‘townline” 
between Plympton and Sarnia Townships, 
every 90 chains a north and south road al- 
lowance was left, one chain wide. These are 
the present sideroads and the distance be- 
tween them is 1 1/8 miles. Nearly all urban 
streets and country roads in the Western Dist: 
rict are 66 feet wide (1 chain), 

‘The government survey of the ninth or 
front Concession of Sarnia Township was 
completed in 1829, 


The Jones Settlement, Maxwell 


Henry Jones, a native of Exeter, England, 
was a retired officer of the British navy when 
he met Robert Owen, Founder of the Owen 
system of socialism. Jones went to New Lan- 
ark, Scotland to observe the practical experi- 
ment in communal living being carried out 
there by the families employed in Owen's 
cotton spinning mill, Jones decided that Can- 
ada, where crown land was available, would 
be an ideal place to start a communal colony. 
In 1825, accompanied by his valet, Alexander 
Hamilton he departed by sailing ship for New 
York. From there, via the Erie Canal to Buffa- 
lo and by Lake Erie, Detroit River, Lake St. 
Clair and River St.'Clair they reached the 
Rapids, as Sarnia was known. They explor- 
ed the shore of Lake Huron where they 
found the forested high land attractive, Com- 
ing to the Riviere Aux Perches (Perch Creek) 
they followed it back to its source in Wawan- 
osh’s Lake. Finding the marshy ground around 
the Lake alive with ducks, Jones decided that 
the land was suitable for the colony. 

Upon returning to England, he applied for 
a grant of 10,000 acres. Through the good ser- 
vices of Sir John Colborne (who in 1829 was 
appointed Lt. Governor of Upper Canada), 
the grant was guaranteed. Jones’ brother was 
married to Anne Yonge, Lady Colborne’s sis- 
ter. Jones went back to Scotland where he 
gathered a group of families who agreed to 
join in his scheme. In 1827 this band of 30 
men, women and children, with their pos- 
sessions and such supplies and tools that were 
deemed essential, made their passage to the 
chosen site on the shore of Lake Huron. Jones 
named the settlement “Maxwell” after the 
name of Owen’s home in New Lanark, Scot- 
land. A large community dwelling house with 
separate apartments for the families and one 
common dining room and kitchen was con- 
structed on lot 15, ninth or front concession 
of what came to be known as Samia Town- 
ship, approximately half a mile east of the 
Brigden Sideroad, Ata little distance from the 





‘community house, they erected a building to 
be used as a store, from which all supplies 
might be obtained. Also a separate building 
was built to be used as a school. While the 
women worked in common together in pre- 
paring food and caring for their families, the 
‘men cleared off the timber and cultivated the 
soil. Tt was hard work to which they were un- 
accustomed. In all they cleared about 50 acres. 

‘After approximately two years, the com- 
munity house was totally destroyed by fire. 
‘At this time, some of the families left the col 
‘ony to apply for and take up grants of land 
for themselves. Two smaller community 
houses were built for those who remained but 
ina short time all had left except Henry Jones 
and his own family. The family continued to 
live there, although Henry Jones, himself, 
spent most of his time in England. 

Following the failure of the colony, 
Henry Jones voluntarily relinquished the 
grant of 10,000 acres and accepted 600 acres, 
part of 1000 acres to which he was entitled as 
a retired officer of the British Navy. The land 
thus granted to him in 1829 was the first 
Crown Grant in the ninth or front concession 
of Sarnia Township. It comprised lots 4 and 5 
(just. west. of St. John’s-in-the-Wilderness 
Anglican Church) and lots 14, 15, 16 and 17, 
east of Brigden Sideroad. 





The Jones Diaries 


‘The eldest son of Henry Jones was Henry 
John Jones, born in Exeter, England, on Nov- 
ember 14, 1809. He came with his father to 
Maxwell in 1827. In 1831 he began writing a 
diary and continued to do so through fifty 
years, This diary, consisting of 34 hand-written 
volumes, is preserved in the Sarnia Public Lib- 
rary. Henry John Jones was appointed a 
Crown Lands Agent at Sarnia and Chatham, 
and later Clerk, in the Crown Lands Depart: 
ment at Toronto and Quebec City. In con- 
nection with this work he tramped on foot 
and travelled by horseback and boat through: 
out what became known as Lambton, Kent 
and Essex Counties. When he retired ‘he re. 
turned to Maxwell where he died on May 5, 
1885 at age 76 and was buried in Lakeview 
Cemetery, in Sarnia. From his diary we learn 
much about the land as it was then and the 
development of Samia. The following excerpts 
relate directly to the Blackwell area: 


May 27, 1832 “Went with Tom St. to dig a 
fox ‘burrow at Wawanosh’s camp in the 
morning — after 6 hours labor, succeeded 
in catching 3 cubs.” 





June 20, 1832 — “Chopping in the a.m., pick- 
ing stones for making lime” 

June 21, 1832 “Building the foxhouse, after- 
noon picking stones”. 

July 1, 1832 “Finished the foxhouse”, 

August 26, 1832 “Rode to Rapids in after- 
noon to call on Mr, Turner, Minister”. 

August 28, 1832 “Lime burning, shingling, 
‘morning in prairies”. 

September 9, 1832 “Saw large bear at Wa- 
wanosh lake’ 

September 23, 1882 “Canoed to the entrance 
of Wawanosh, killed a buck in lake”, 

October 5, 1832 “Lost our foxes”. 

October 9, 1832 “Cut my foot very badly by 
letting’ my axe fall on it from the wheel- 
barrow”, 

November 5, 1832 “Rode to Rapids with 
Bessie and Julie to see the Indian presents 
distributed”. 





November 27, 1832 “Caught one of the fox- 
es in the poultry yard”, 


June 19, 1833 “Wed. Cutting skids for log 
fence, 2 apps. {applicants} U.E. [United 
Empire Loyalists] for land in Plympton 
Walked to Rapids and sailed up in John’s 
canoe, Paul Salter arrived from England 
by way of Quebec and Lakes. In sailing up 
observed a great number of sturgeon lay- 
ing in pairs and apparently engaged in de- 
positing their spawn in the comparatively 
shallow water 4 or 5 miles east of the rap- 
ids, Some Indians in a canoe were making 
great havoc among them and a party of 
the same people on the shore drying and 
smoking those caught”, 

April 29, 1834 “Hunting for my oxen in the 
morning, found them near the fir tree on 
Cow Creek. Went to Waw Lake and back 
in my canoe in aft”. 





The James Family about 1880 
‘The first permanent settlers in the Blackwell area. Lot 27, Concession 9. 
Back row, left to right: Darius, Edwin, Wiliam and George James. 


Front row, left to right: Mary James (wife of Nicholas Francis), Sarah James, Thomas James, Mrs. James (Jane 


Wellington), Abert and Annie James, 








Coming of White Settlers 


In 1830, Samuel Street* of Lincoln Coun- 
ty, was granted all the land in Sarnia Town- 
ship, north of the London Road with the ex- 
ception of the 600 acres granted to Henry 
Jones, and “the waters of a small lake, com- 
monly known as Wawanosh’s Lake”. The pur- 
chase was registered on 10th August 1841. 
‘This land was resold to various purchasers by 
Samuel Street and his heirs over a period of 
about sixty years. As far as is known Samuel 
Street did not reside in Sarnia Township. 

Apart from the Jones Settlement, one of 
the earliest settlers on the lake shore was Major 
William Anderton, who settled on Lot 22, 
Ninth Concession in 1850 and was still 
residing there thirty years later, 

The settlement known as Blackwell was 
first concentrated around the Telfer Sideroad 
and spread out east and west from there. The 
Sarnia Twp. Assessment Roll for 1858 lists 
these families in the Ninth Concession: Rich- 
ard, Henry, John and Thomas James, Major 
Anderton, Robert, Henry and John P. Jones, 
Samuel and Daniel Eveland, Robert Faith: 
orne, Cornelius Avery, James Brittany, Thom- 
as Kemsley, Peter Fisher, and Peter Farr. 
Within twenty years these hames were added: 
John, William and Stephen Richardson, Wil- 
liam and Albert Yeates, Jacob Somes, George 
Telfer, William Hardick, Charles ‘Wesley, 
Thomas C. Wheatley, Joseph Smith, Henry 
Procunier and J.W. Bunning. 





James and Elizabeth Yeates 
married in Cheltenham, England, Feb, 6, 1854 


By 1895 the following had located in the 
Ninth Concession, going west from Lot 17: 
Daniel Gallie, Joseph Milner (Waterworks Side- 
road intersects), James Thomson, William and 
Stephen Richardson, David James, W. S. Wil- 
son, Joseph Graham, Norman and Angus 











Jamieson, William Coulter, William and Walter 
‘Spcoule,. Willian Ball, Williams, dames, Chates 
and Martin Yeates, Thomas,’ Albert, Darius 
and George James, (Telfer Sideroad inter- 
sects), George Telfer, William Hardick, John 
Pilkie, Peter Wellington Sr., and Peter Jr., 
Thomas C. Wheatley, John James Jr., Thomas 
Somes, John Joynt, Joseph Smith, Albert 
Yeates (Blackwell Sideroad intersects), James 
O'Mara, David O'Mara, Henry T, Modeland, 
Joseph Lesuzeau, Louis Sargent, Aaron and 
Henry West, Michael Fleming, Andrew Logan 
(Modeland ‘or Logan Sideroad intersects), 
John Henry Modeland, Peter and Solomon 
Sitter, Fred Jr. and Peter D. Tremblay, Wil- 
liam Bartlett, Francis Holt. 





Mrs, Joseph Smith 


Homesteads 


‘The first houses in Blackwell were frame 
or log dwellings. One of these forms a small 
part of the present Telfer home. Most of these 
old buildings have disappeared, in many cases 
being destroyed by fire which was a constant 
concern of settlers with no near neighbours 
‘on whom to call for help in ease of emergency. 
‘The homes replacing these were usually larger 








David and Hannah Sitter 
Lloyd Sitter’s grandparents 


Som 


Angus, John, Angus Jr. and Sorah Jamieson 





David Herman Sitter and Martha Maidment 
‘married October 26, 1892 
parents of Lloyd and Herman Sitter 





Jane and Peter Wellington - parents of 
Albert and Peter Wellington 








and some were made of white brick from 
Blackwell yards. The old homesteads each 
‘comprised an entire lot, one hundred acres, 
excepting those lots partially covered by Lake 
Wawanosh. A Ninth Concession 100-acre lot 
‘in Blackwell was 10 chains (660 feet) across 
the front and went back 100 chains (14miles) 
to the Eighth Concession (Michigan Road) or, 
east of lot 31, to the Gore Concession Line. 
‘Some of the older homes are the H.T. 
Modeland house, where Mr. & Mrs. R.A. 
(Sandy) McGeachy now live at 1793 Mode- 
land Sideroad; the David Sitter house at 1306 
Michigan Road; the Peter Sitter house, now 
the home of Mr. & Mrs. Russell M. Landon at 
1454 Blackwell Road; the Albert James house, 
where Mr. & Mrs, Bruce James live at 1700 
Blackwell Road; the Thomas Somes house 
where Mrs, Eliza Vandewalle tives, at 1860 
Blackwell Road; the T. C. Wheatley house, 
where Carl and Leila Smith lived at 1878 
Blackwell Road; the Peter Wellington house 
where Mr. & Mrs. John Bley live at 1938 
Blackwell Road; the Albert Wellington house 
occupied by Mrs. Mary Jaecques at 1994 
Blackwell Road; the Fred Somes house where 
Mr. & Mrs, Lorne Hardick live at 1949 Michi- 
gan Road; the George Telfer house where Mrs. 
Beatrice Telfer lives at 2083 Lakeshore Road: 
the Yeates house where Mrs. Annie Yeates 
lives at 2177 Lakeshore Road and the Angus 
Jamieson house where Mr. & Mrs. Lorne 
Jamieson live at, 2229 Lakeshore Road. 











‘The old Nicholas Francis house, formerly 
the O’Mara house at 1794 Blackwell Road is 
now rented. The house built by Joseph and 
Joanna Smith at 1802 Blackwell Road is now 
owned by Mrs. Birdie Hext. The old Smith 
farm now contains Blackwell School, the old 
and new Blackwell United Churches, part of 
the Blackwell Cemetery and Darleen’s Ceram- 
ies, Also still standing are the Praill, John 
Wheatley and Somes houses. 

Many of these houses have been consider- 
ably altered and modernized since they were 
first erected. 





‘The Albert James House 
Lot 39, Concession 9, Sarnia Township 





‘The Rickard Hardick homestead, Blackwell Sideroad 








‘The old homesteads were gradually brok- 
en up with the division of land to provide for 
younger members of the family or new set- 
Hers. More people continued to arrive, some 
taking up building lots, constructing summer 
or permanent homes. The greatest influx of 
population occurred in the post-war period, 
following 1946. After the appearance of sev- 
eral subdivisions, the 1956 assessment roll in 
the Blackwell School section reached 632 
names. 


‘The Wheatley Family 


Another name closely identified with 
the Blackwell community for over one hun- 
dred years is Wheatley 

‘Thomas C. Wheatley acquired lot 34, Ninth 
Concession of Sarnia Township on 30 Decem- 
ber 1871, from a member of Samuel Street's 
family. The lot extended from the shore of 
Lake Huron south to-the north shoreline of 
Lake Wawanosh, in all 53% acres, (His father’s 
home was at Froomefield). On lot 34, he built 
his own house, to which he brought his bride, 
Miss Abigail Clark of Sarnia, whom he mar- 
ried on July 17, 1874. After her death in 
1884 he married’ (1888) Miss Margaret J.C. 
Campbell who came from a noted Methodist 
family, two of her brothers having entered the 
ministy. At his death March 25,1925 he was 
survived by his widow and six children, He 
was buried in the family plot in the Methodist 
quarter of the Froomefield Cemetery. 








‘Thomas C, Wheatley 1841 - 1925 
A pioneer of Blackwell Church 





John and Walborg Wheatley 


His son, John Wheatley, continued with 
the operation of the farm,’ growing mostly 

garden crops which he sold on the farmers’ 

Market in Sarnia. For years he took his prod- 
uce to market by horse and wagon. John 

Wheatley married Walborg Constance Simen- 

sen and they had four children, Abigail, Al- 

fred, Lillian (Mrs. A. C. Francis) and Thomas. 

After her father’s death in 1950, Abigail con. 

tinued to live in the family house, 1896 

Blackwell Road, until her death on January . 
25,1979, 

Over the years various parcels of land 
were severed from the original 53% acres, 
mostly for lake cottages and year round dwell- 
ings. One of T. C. Wheatley’s great grandsons, 
John A. Wheatley has developed a residential 
subdivision on part of the Wheatley land and 
presently resides there with his family at 1867 
Pine Ridge Trail. 





Two-Seat Buggy 
John Wheatley, Mrs. John Wheatley 
Abigail ond Lillian 








The Telfer Century Farm 
contributed by Beatrice Telfer 


In 1967 when Canadians were celebrating 
their Centennial Year, the Federation of Agri- 
culture decided to honor all farms where mem- 
bers of the same family had lived continuous- 
ly for a hundred years or more. One of these 
farms was located on the south west corner of 
Lakeshore Road and Telfer Sideroad, where 
John and Beatrice Telfer made their home. A 
Century sign was given to them, John made a 
frame for it and very proudly displayed it 
near the sideroad, which bears the family 
name. John passed away in 1970, but his wife, 
Beatrice still ives in the family home. 

John Telfer, who was the grandfather of 
the more recent John, was born in Dumfries, 
Scotland and came to Canada in 1820 in 
charge of a boatload of settlers. He made 
three trips back to Scotland for settlers, who 
took up land in the Galt district, where he 
also located, moving later to Owen Sound. 
John Telfer was married three times and had a 
family of eleven children. 


Old house by the brickyard where the Telfer family lived for a while 








In 1865 John Telfer and his wife, Barbara, 
bought the farm, Lot 28, Concession 9, in 
Sarnia Township. (This farm was originally 
part of a 14,199 acre tract of land purchased 
from the government by Samuel Street for a 
few cents an acte in 1830.) In 1865 there was 
on the farm a small wooden house called 
“Forrest Cottage”. 

In 1868 Mrs. ‘Telfer died and John with 
the younger members of the family returned 
to Owen Sound. His older sons, William, Gid- 
eon and George took over the farm, In 1869 
Gideon sold his share of the farm to his sis- 
ter, Mary, for $10., she later sold it to her 
brother, George, for $1,000., making a tidy 
profit on the deal. 

George, who was the father of the John 
Telfer we knew, later bought out the share of 
his brother, William, and so became full own- 
ex of the farm, The old deeds bear the name 
of George Stevenson, as the solicitor, Grand- 
father Telfer later returned from Owen Sound 
to reside with his son, George, and died here 
on November 12, 1871. He was buried in the 
cemetery beside St. John’s-in-the-Wilderness 








Church, later being removed to Blackwell 
Cemetery, 

George ‘Telfer married Emma Gorham and 
to them was born a son, Charles Alfred (Fred), 
who became one of the early photographers 
of the district. Mrs. Telfer died and a few years 
later George married Mary Wilson. To. this 
union was born four sons, John, Gideon, 
George and William and four daughters, Mur- 
jel, Jessie, Jean and Charlotte. Of this family 
two are still living, Jean and Charlotte (Mrs. 
Fred Walker) who live in Sarnia, 





George Telfer who had a brickyard on his farm 
{from 1870 to 1900 





Barn on the Telfer farm - demolished in 1976 
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CENTURY | 
FARM 


Contury Sign on the Telfer Farm 





Brick Business 


George Telfer did some farming on the 
cleared land, but decided a better living could 
bbe made in the brick-making business. In the 
late 1870's he started a brick-yard on the 
banks of what is now known as the Cull 
Drain. The log house was half a mile from the 
brick yard and for convenience, a small frame 
house was built nearby the brick kilns. Beat- 
rice’s husband, Jack, was born in that house. 

‘A vein of clay, Suitable for making brick, 
ran along this ledge and some five brick-yards 
sprung up on adjoining farms, The names of 
the other brick makers were Jamieson, Yeates, 
James and Pilkey. 

Brick from these yards was given to build 
the first Methodist Church at Blackwell which, 
in 1980, is celebrating its Centennial. Many 
homes and public buildings in the area made 
from this brick are still in use today. 

‘This venture prospered for some years and 
George was able to add rooms to the family 
home and brick it over. It is the same house 
that Beatrice came to as a bride in 1935 and 
still lives in at 2083 Lakeshore Road. She 
finds seven bedrooms are hardly needed for 
cone person. 

At the turn of the century, with the ad- 
vent of cement blocks and increased labor 
costs, the brick-making was no longer a pay- 
ing business so the yard was soon closed 


Back to the Farming Life 


For some years George, with the help of 
his sons, cleared more land and continued 
farming. At his death in 1927 his sons, John 
and George took over the farm, John buying 
out his brother's share in 1931. During the 
years many crops have been grown — grain, 






























sugar beets, soy beans and potatoes being the 
main crops. 

John and Beatrice have a daughter, Mary 
Fem, who married Kenneth Tice of Moore 
‘Township, They built a home on a lot from 
her father’s farm. They have a son and daugh- 
ter, Perry and Vickie, so now five generations 
of the family have lived on the same farm. 

There was a hundred acres in the original 
farm, but through the years most of the land 
hhas been sold, During the 1930's and 40's the 
land north of Lakeshore Road was divided 
into lake lots and sold for summer cottages, 
some to American people from Detroit and 
other places. Now these have all become per- 
manent homes. Glenn and Audrey Garrison 
bought seven acres, where their home and 
garden now is. In 1960 John sold 15 acres on 
the south side of Blackwell Road, to the city 
of Sarnia for a Day Camp. 





Beatrice and John Telfer - 1970 





‘The Telfer Home 
The main part was a frame house when the family came in 1865, It was enlarged and bricked in 1892 
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Homestead to Sub-division 


In 1960, John also sub-divided a strip of 
land facing Donalda Street and the following. 
people have homes there — Muriel and Neil 
Leckie, Wm. and Anne Walker, Grace Helwig, 
Jim and Jane Gallie, Jack and Francine De- 
Wolfe, Wm, and Margaret Korstanji, Keith and 
Jean Heron, Henry and Sylvia Zantingh. 

In 1974, the farming land (52 acres) was 
sold, then two years later Brigholm Invest- 
ment Company bought most of the land north 
of the C.N.R. for a subdivision, Beatrice 
keeping the family home and two acres sur- 
rounding it, The paved street is in and all the 
services installed. Recently, two fine new 
homes were built and it is hoped before long 
this whole area will be developed. 


Two major events in 1859 helped con 
siderably to open up Blackwell for settlement 
during the 1860's and 1870's: 


Draining Of Lake Wawanosh 


From an old map dated 30 October 1834 
it is apparent that the natural outlet of Lake 
Wawanosh was the Riviére Aux Perches. It 
left the south-easterly side of Lake Wawanosh 
at a location in line with Lot 31 of Concession 
9, and just south of Michigan Road and fol- 
lowed a meandering course in a north-easter- 
ly direction, flowing into Lake Huron then, as 
it does now in Lot 4 of Sarnia Township, just 
west of St John’s-in-the-Wilderness Church 

In his diary, Henry J, Jones has a number 
of entries referring to Lake Wawanosh. — 
April 13, 1834 — “Went nearly to Wawanosh’s 
lake with Robt. in skiff, did not see a single 
duck either in the prairie or above it, spear- 
ed a sucker and bought a muscanoges from 
the Indians.” ~- April 29, 1834 — “Went to 
‘Waw lake and back in my canoe in aft.” 

By the year 1855, much of the best land, 
suitable for farming east of the town of Sarnia 
and south of the London Road had been occu- 
pied by settlers. To make more land available, 
the draining of Lake Wawanosh was under- 
taken. In the August 30, 1855 issue of the 
Sarnia Observer appears a notice of a Samia 
‘Township By-Law to raise £600 to drain Lake 
Wawanosh. Up until that time, Lake Wawan- 
‘sh had been untouched and had remained as 
Crown land. Tt appears to have taken four 
years to get formal approvals for the project 
before work was commenced. 

Malcolm Cameron, a well-known enter- 
ptenier and business man in the Town of 
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Sarnia was the member for Lambton County 
in the Legislative Assembly in Toronto 1858- 
1860. He was involved in this matter, as evi- 
denced by a handwritten note to someone on 
Sarnia Township Couneil, which reads as fol- 
lows: 

“Toronto, Feby. 18, 1859 
Dear $i 
‘ou must get a petition sent down pray- 
ing for a bill to enable the township to hold 
the lands drained by Lake Wawanosh and 
whatsoever thou doest do quickly. 

Yours 
‘M, Cameron ” 


Pavel Hh 8 1F 











‘This letter and the accompanying call for 
tender for the digging of the ditch were pro- 
vided by George L. Smith. 

‘Mr. Lorne Jamieson who still lives on the 
Jamieson homestead, Lot 24 on the shore of 
Lake Huron, says that the Cull Drain was orig- 
inally dug by his grandfather to drain his farm 
land only. Apparently it must have been ex- 
tended in’ stages to drain more land to the 
south and west. The 1859 extension was 
made for the purpose of draining Lake Wa- 
‘wanosh. In doing so, not only Lake Wawan- 
osh but also a two mile stretch of the Riviére 
aux Perches was drained or de-watered as well, 
In his diary Henry J. Jones recorded, “Sept: 
ember 7, 1859 — walked with John, Faith- 











NOTICE. 


TENDERS will be received at the Office 


of the Clerk of the Township of Sarnia, for the 


DIGGING OF A DITCH, 


from the end of 


THE CULL ORAIN TO LAKE WAWANOSH, 


(about half a mile), till the 12th August next, at 10 a. m. 
'Tende e to state the price per rod, for a Ditch four 
feet six hes deep, and five feet wide at bottom, with a 
slope of nine inches to every foot of depth. 
The Tenders are also to state the price per rod for a 
Ditch four feet deep and two fect broad at bottom, with a 
slope similar to the above Ditch. 


Openings will be required to be made at every hundred 
yards, for a distance of three feet into the marsh'on either 
side of the Ditch. 

The Council of the Township of Sarnia is to be at liberty 
to choose which Ditch shall be dug, and it does not bind it- 
self to accept the lowest tender. 

All parties tendering, are required to give in with the 
tenders the names of two responsible persons, who will be 
willing to become sureties for the due performance of 


the work.--By order, 
P. T. POUSSETT, 
Sarnia, 29th July, 1856. TOWNSHIP CLURK. 





















courtesy of George Smith 





Digging Cull Drain - 1860 





The original bridge over Cull Drain, Lakeshore Road, Sarnia Township 
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orne and Robert to the new works in progress 
for draining Lake Wawanosh, Judging by the 
commencement it is likely to be a very well 
executed job, but whether it will be effective 
remains to be seen.” Robert F. Faithome 
(1799-1894) who occupied Lot 13, about 
midway between the Brigden and Waterworks 
Sideroads, later sued the Township of Sarnia 
claiming damages which had been suffered in 
consequence of the water of the Riviere aux 
Perches having been carvied away by the drain 
in question, thus injuring his property 

Lake Wawanosh having been drained in 
1859, apparently the farmers further to the 
south, from Michigan Avenue to the London 
Road, made application to improve the drain- 
age on their land. In the May 10, 1867 issue 
of the Sarnia Observer appears a notice of a 
Sarnia Township By-law to extend Wawanosh 
Ditch, the cost to be assessed to affected 
property owners in Concessions VI, VIT and 
VIII. The point of commencement was ap: 
proximately 8,500 feet south of the London 
Road, on Blackwell Sideroad. ‘The ditch still 
crosses the London Road, just east of Mode- 
land Road and from there runs in a north- 
easterly direction, through the bottom land 
of what used to be Lake Wawanosh, to join 
the earlier drainage channel to Lake Huron. It 
came to be known as Cull Drain. 

The Township Sideroads and the Bighth 
Coneession Road, (Michigan Road) had been 
laid out in the original Township survey of 
1829. After the draining of Lake Wawanosh 
‘in 1859, eighteen years went by before Michi- 
gan Road was extended through the old lake 
bottom from Telfer Sideroad to Modeland 
Sideroad, In his diary, Henry J. Jones 1e- 
corded, “March 15, 1877 — walked by the 
new road across Wawanosh Lake, which I 
found miserably bad.” 

In 1910, appealing a drain assessment, a 
local resident said in part: “The Cull Drain 
was made about fifty years ago, After its com- 
pletion the Wawanosh lands were dry enough 
to have made @ race course upon . ...” You 
will note that in Footnote 5, Lake Wawanosh 
‘was excepted from the grant of land made to 
Samuel Sireet. In 1860 Wawanosh lake bed 
was granted by the Crown to the Municipal 
Corporation of the Township of Samia. It was 
surveyed in 1862 by Alex: Davidson, Public 
Land Surveyor and laid out in lots, ‘The plan 
‘was registered in the Registry Office of Lamb- 
ton County, 22 May 1862. It appears that 
transfers of title to the first owners were by 
tax deeds signed by the Treasurer and Warden 
of Lambton County, some of them being 
dated 1 June 1875. 








Grand Trunk Railway 


The railway building era in Canada began 
in 1887-88. Of necessity, the early settlers 
along the shores of River St. Clair and Lake 
Huron travelled mostly by water, (see A 
History of Lambton County by Jean Tumbull 
Elford 1967 page 13). Later on, crude trails 
through the bush and swamps afforded some 
communication by land, mostly in the winter 
when the marshes were frozen over. In 1837, 
the first mail arrived in Samia by horseback 
from London. On January 7, 1840 a post 
stage was inaugurated from and to London. 

In 1836 a deputation wassent from Sarnia 
to Toronto to promote the building of a rail- 
way line to Sarnia, When that finally happen- 
ed about 22 or 23 years later, not one but 
two competing lines were built. Henry J. Jones 
reported in his diary, December 29, 1858 
“Malcolm Cameron ¢alled and said that the 
cars are running on the Sarnia branch of the 
Great Western as of yesterday”. The Great 
Western ran from London to ihe foot of 
Feny Dock Hill, Cromwell Street in Sarnia, 
where the original train station was built, 

In 1868 negotiations were under way for 
the purchase of a 100 ft. wide right-of-way 
through the Ninth Concession of Sarnia 
Township for a Grand Trunk Railway line 
from Stratford to Point Edward. Henry J. 
Jones recorded October 10, 1858 — “Walked 
to Maxwell with Robert the greater part of 





The second Blackwell Station of the Grand Trunk 
Railway - the frst stotion was destroyed by fire 





the way on the new railway track — a fine 
work", October 15, 1858 — “Dined at Johns 
in company with Aunt Sue, Robert Faithorne 
and Inglis; during dinner our party was join- 
ed by Louisa, W. Vidal and Mr. Timms, cash: 
ier of the G-T.R. who paid me $219.60 for 
the right of way through my lands”. Septem- 
ber 4, 1859 — “In the afternoon walked with 
Robert, Louisa and Bess to Point Edward, 
where we inspected the railway works, which 
are very extensive and well constructed. One 
granary is just the length of the Great East- 
em, (a steam ship) about the eighth of a mile 
Jong” 

‘The G.T-R. had stations at Blackwell, 
Perche (Waterworks Sideroad) and Camlachie. 
The original station at Blackwell stood be- 
side the tracks some distance west of the 
Blackwell Sideroad. It had living quarters for 
the station agent and his family. About 1877 
this building was set on fire from a passing 
‘train and burned down. It was replaced by a 
small station near the Sideroad. 

Gravel for ballast for the new right-of- 
way was dug from a gravel pit on the north 
side of the tracks, extending westward from 
the Blackwell Sideroad. 

Originally the Grand Trunk Railway ran 
straight from Blackwell to Point Edward. In 
1882 the Great Western Railway and the 
Grand Trunk Railway were amalgamated and 
were known as the Grand Trunk Railway. The 
train tunnel under the St. Clair River was 
completed and put into operation in April 
1891, New tracks were laid from Modeland 
Road at Cathcart Blvd., running south, paral- 
lel to Murphy Road, and joining the mainline 
tracks, south of Campbell Street. Cathcart 
Boulevard today is the abandoned G.T.R. 
right-of-way from Modeland Sideroad ‘to 
Point Edward. 

Once the ties and rails were laid, they had 
to be kept in proper repair. To perform this 
work, the Grand Trunk divided their trackage 
into sections, each section being manned by a 
section gang under the supervision of a sec- 
tion foreman. Originally there were three sec: 
tions in the vicinity of Blackwell. From the 
Samia station to Purdy’s, just east of Mode- 
land Sideroad, the section foreman was Joe 
Bresette. He and his family lived in the 
“section” house” located on the north side of 
the tracks, just west of Modeland Sideroad. 
This house was moved to 1514. Blackwell 
Road and was owned and occupied by Lloyd 
and Margaret Sitter next to their greenhouse 
until the 1970's. It is still there today. Mrs 
Herman Sitter who resides at 1673 Blackwell 
Road says that she has memories of living in 
the house in its original location, Orpha’s 
father was Joe Bresette ! 
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‘The next section was from Purdy’s east 
to Faithorne’s, half way between Brigden and 
Waterworks Sideroads. The ‘section house’ 
was located just west of Blackwell Sideroad 
on the south side of the tracks. It was moved 
east on Blackwell Road and is the house 
where Mrs, Earl Hardick lives today. The sec- 
tion foreman was John Joynt, followed later 
by Bd Culley. 

‘The next section was from Faithorne’s 
east to Camlachie. 

In the beginning, the section gang travell- 
ed up and down the track in the heat of sum- 
mer or the chilling cold of a winter blizzard 
‘on manually-operated handcars. On them 
were carried the tools, spikes, splice plates, 
bolts, washers, lunch pails and men, Later 
on, the handears were replaced by gasoline- 
powered jiggers. In those days the roadbeds 
were kept in excellent condition compared to 
the rough railways of today, maintained by so 
called modern, sophisticated mechanical 
equipment, 

‘The first station agent at Blackwell was 
James Steel and he was followed by Emest 
B, Petry, Frederick W. McCordic and Albert 
M. Cusack. The last agent when the station 
‘was closed was Harvey Smith, who was moved 
to Ailsa Craig. After that Blackwell was a flag 
stop, until passenger service was discontinued 
about 1952. Towards the end, one ‘mixed’ 
train ran each day, made up of one passenger 
coach, several box cars and a caboose. The 
little Blackwell station shown in the photo- 
graph was later demolished. 

Mr. Lloyd Sitter recalls the bustling days 
of the 'G.T.R. in the 1910 to 1915 era. The 
line through Blackwell handled eight passenger 
trains per day, four east. bound and four west 
bound. Of these the 5:00 p.m. east bound and 
the 11:00 a.m. west bound were mixed trains, 
having both freight and passenger cars. In ad- 
dition there was one “way freight” in each 
direction daily, which picked up freight here 
and there along the way. Also there were at 
least six through freight trains west bound a 
day, many loaded with logs destined for the 
Cleveland-Samia Sawmill. At this time, both 
the Blackwell branch and what is the C.N.R. 
main line today were single track, Generally, 
the west bound freight trains travelled west 
from Stratford on the Blackwell branch and 
returned east on the south line to London. In 
effect, the trackage was operated as a loop. 
Blackwell was on the mainline between Mon. 
treal and Chicago in those days. 

‘The government of Canada acquired the 
capital stock of the Grand Trunk Railway in 
1920 and in January 1923, the amalgamation 
of the G.T.R. with the Canadian National 














Railways was approved 

‘After the south branch from Samia to 
London was doubleracked the old line 
through Blackwell was retained as a by-pass 
in case of trouble on the mainline. However 
in the past 2 or 3 years, it has not been used. 
at all 

It was on May 24, 1844 that Samuel 
Morse demonstrated the practical use of the 
telegraph, as a means of sending messages over 
a wire, Almost anyone over thirty years of age 
today who had occasion to visit an attended 
railway station remembers the distinctive 
sound of the telegraph repeater clicking out 
dots and dashes. It seems that telegraphy and 
railroading were a natural combination from 
the start of the railway era. The telegraph 
poles and wires followed the railway rights-of- 
way across the country. 

In 1980, it is difficult to imagine the im- 
pact on a community that the coming of the 
railway brought with it in 1859, Up until its 
appearance the fastest means of travel was by 
stage coach. The telephone was not invented 
by Alexander Graham Bell until 1874, The 
flow of people, goods and words by railway 
and telegraph dispelled the isolation of many 
remote communities. 

Blackwell owes its name to the Grand 
‘Trunk Railway. When the line was built, the 
station was named Blackwell after Thomas E. 
Blackwell, General Manager of the G.T.R. in 
Canada from 1857 to 1862. In 1979 Edward 
Phelps received an inquiry from a grandson in 
Vancouver, whose name is Blackwell, seeking 
information about his grandfather. 





ROADS 


The Township Sideroads and the Eighth 
Concession line (Michigan Road) were laid 
out in the original township survey in 1829. 
In that same year, Sir John Colborne was ap- 
pointed Lt. Governor of Upper Canada, The 
following information is given on Page 72 of 
the book “Lambton County’s Hundred Years, 
1849 - 1949” by Victor Lauriston: 


“During the administration of Sir John Col- 
borne, the attention of the government was 
frequently directed to the defenceless condi- 
tion of the western frontier. Hence came Sir 
John’s visit to the St. Clair in 1835. Colborne, 
studying the situation, gave orders for the sur- 
veying of the most direct and feasible route 
from London, where it was planned to estab- 
lish a great military depot, to a point on Lake 
Huron convenient to the western frontier. 











‘The survey under the ablest engineers of 
the time, followed the line of the Egremont 
Road, and reached the shore of Lake Huron 
14 miles northeast of The Rapids (renamed 
Port Sarnia), 

Here the surveyors found an admirable 
site for a town; and the government, on their 
advice, authorized the surveying of a town 
site, which was done in 1840, 

Mail was established from Chatham to 
Errol, where A.P. Toulmin was the first post- 
‘master; and it was only as an incident that the 
carrier on his weekly trips on foot stopped at 
Sarnia to leave mail for that rather negligible 
hamlet, Errol, at that time, was definitely re- 
garded as the more important community of 
the two. 

Here the Commissioners Courts were held; 
and here centered such limited self-government 
as the unorganized county had. 

‘Though it has long since reverted to farm 
land, a romantic interest will always attach to 
the “ghost town” of Enrol, For Errol was 
planned to be the county town, and its early 
denizens pictured it a metropolis.” 


In time a dirt road was extended from 
Port Sarnia to Errol. It ran continuously in a 
north-easterly direction from north Christina 
Street until it came out to the Lakeshore 
Road. It still exists in several sections in the 
City of Samia, From Murphy Road where it 
now peters out, it continued in a north- 
easterly direction and crossed the Grand 
‘Trunk tracks about half way between Murphy 
Road and Modeland Sideroad, through the 
Eveland property where an abandoned gravel 
pit still exists on the north side of Cathcart 
Boulevard, Early in the 1900's this section of 
the Errol Road was closed and in 1916, the 
section of the Errol Road from the Eveland 
property east to the Telfer Sideroad became 
Known as the Lakeshore Road. 

Local lore indicates that the original road 
along the lake shore, east of Telfer Sideroad, 
was washed out by a storm and abandoned in 
1860. The second road disappeared in the 
disastrous storm of November 9, 1913. A 
third road was constructed, again near the 
water's edge leaving approximately 60 feet be 
tween the lake margin and the edge of the 
pavement. By 1955 it was foreseen that this 
road could be in jeopardy and a fourth road 
was constructed, located adjacent to the north 
side of the C.N-R. right-of-way, from Telfer 
Sideroad east to Camlachie, Due to extremely 
high water levels in the Great Lakes and a 
devastating storm which started on March 17, 
1973, the third road was severely damaged” 
Up to 50 feet of property along the shoreline 











‘was tumbled into the lake. The concrete road 
way east of the Brigden Sideroad and at 
Bright’s Grove was undermined and collapsed 
In the fall of 1972, Sarnia Township Council 
had issued a contract for the construction of 
groynes along the beach area. The March 19, 
1973 issue of the Sarnia Observer states, 
“Construction of the groynes has been ham- 
pered by poor fall weather, but Reeve (Ken- 
neth) James said he doubted that they would 
have been of any benefit with the type of 
storm that hit the area during the last three 
days.” The third road was abandoned in sec- 
tions between the Telfer and Waterworks 
Sideroads. From the Waterworks Sideroad 
east to Perch Creek the road was reconstruct 
ed and numerous groynes have been installed. 
‘The east-west Blackwell Road which fol- 
lows the higher ground north of Lake Wawan- 
sh, was opened after petitions were made to 


BLACKWELL POST OFFICE 


Blackwell Post Office was established on 
January 1, 1888, under the name of Blackwell 
Station. The naine was changed to Blackwell 
on February 1, 1889. Peter Wellington Jr. 
was the first postmaster and served until Oc- 
tober 13, 1905. He was succeeded by T. C. 
Wheatley’ who kept the post office until it 
was closed on August 3, 1912, with the ad- 
vent of rural free delivery. Many small post 
offices in the county were closed at this time, 
The two postmasters kept the office in their 
homes. The Blackwell area is now served by 
Rural Route Number Three, Sarnia®, and 
Rural Route Number Five, Samia. The pres- 
ent rural mail courier for R.R.3 is Geneva 
Wasson and for R.R. 5 is Marianna Eaton, Sat- 
urday rural mail delivery was discontinued on 
February 3, 1979. 


the Sarnia Township Council and the road 
allowance was given by the lot holders in 
1874, 


FOOTNOTES 
CHAPTER ONE 


1. This name means “one who speaks a slightly different language.” 


From the University of Western Ontario Museum of Indian Archaeology we have a descrip- 
tion of how the fishnets were made: 

The willow bark is first shredded, then soaked in water, The fibres are rolled between the 
palm of the hand and a piece of hide laid over the knee, until the desired size and length are 
obtained, These strings are then woven into a net by means of a wooden shuttle and net 
spacer. 

‘This net, if kept submerged beneath the water, will last for a long period but if let dry, 
will deteriorate rapidly. 


8. Information on the Chippewas is from “The history of Chippewas of Sarnia and the history 
of the Sarnia Reserve,” by ex-Chief Nicholas Plain, 1951. A copy of the treaty may be seen 
in the Lambton Registry Office or in Vol. 1 of “Indian Treaties & Surrenders,” published by 
Brown Chamberlin, Ottawa, 1891. The grant divided Lambton County along the north 
boundary of Sombra Township. South of that line the territory was included in a previous 
grant to the Crown, Present-day Lambton County was at first part of Kent County and was 
severed from it in 1849, 

4, Street was a promoter in a large way and had extensive business dealings in Southern Ontario. 

‘Summary of Samuel Street's Crown Grant of 1830, 

Grant to Samuel Street, of Stamford Twp. Lincoln County, Niagara District, of part of 
the Township of Sarnia, County of Kent, Western District, Concession Seven, Lots 1-23; 
Concession Eight, Lots 1-18; Gore Concession, Lots 1-11; Concession 9, or Front, Lots 1-3, 
6-18, 18-69; that is: Commencing at the water’s edge of Lake Huron on the boundary be: 
tween the Point Edward government reserve and Lot 69, Con. 9, south 110 chains to the 
present London Road, east along the London Road to the boundary between the townships 
of Sarnia and Plympton, north to the water’s edge of Lake Huron, southwesterly along the 
water's edge to the point of beginning. Lots 4, 5, 14-17 were not included in this grant, 
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having been already granted, and the grant also states “. .. reserving the allowance for roads, 
and the waters of a small lake, commonly known as Wawanosh’s Lake, within the above de. 
scribed tract, together with free access to the shores of Lake Huron for all vessels, boats, and 
other persons, [the grant] containing 14,199 acres more or less. 

Order-in-Council, 7th day of December, 1830, under the administration of Sir John Col- 
bome, K.C.B., Lieutenant Governor. 

Purchase money paid to the Commissioner for Crown Lands — £4,850/3/5 Currency.” 

Note — Lots 4, 5, 14-17, in the Ninth Concession, which were not included in the grant 
to Samuel Street, had been previously granted to Henty Jones, for the site of the well-known 
“Jones Settlement." Street registered a Patent Returns in 1841. 


. A financial picture of the post office can be gained from the following figures: 











Date Revenue Salary 
188B viesshesebens $ 2.50 
1892 2 12.00 
1896 12.00 
1900 16.00 
1904 25.00 
1908 35.00 
1912 35.00 





Information on the Post Office was supplied by Mr. R. H. McNabb, Director of Operations, 
Post Office Department, Ottawa, 





CHAPTER TWO 


The History of Blackwell Church 
Methodist Era 
1876-1925 





Old Blackwell Church built in 1880 


‘The earliest record of religious services in 
Blackwell has been found in the minutes of 
the August 1876 meeting of the Official 
Board of the Point Edward Methodist Circuit. 
These minutes record that the Point Edward 
congregation was asked to withdraw one ser- 
vice monthly to enable the minister to preach 
at Blackwell at that time.? 

‘Thomas James (1826-1909) is believed to 
have been the founder of Blackwell Church, 

Blackwell was first listed under the name 
Lake Shore in the Report of the Missionary 
Society of the Primitive Methodist Church in 
Canada for 1876-772. 

‘The name changed to Blackwell in the 
1879-80 report, Blackwell was part of the 
Plympton Mission Station which between 
1874 and 1884 was composed of Wyoming, 
Sproule’s, Bethesda (Sixth Line of Plymp: 
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ton), Zion (Tenth Line of Moore), Jackson’s 
(London Road), Marthaville, Wanstead, Lake 
Shore (Blackwell), and Brock, 

‘The Plympton Station had three churches 
and three other preaching places by 1877. 
Apparently a new church was built on the cir- 
cuit in each of the following three years. It 
cannot be established however which church 
was opened in these years, 

In the P.M. Missionary Report the follow- 
ing from Blackwell are listed as contributing 
to the missionary cause between 1876 and 
1880: Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Smith, Thomas 
James, Mrs. Richardson, Melissa Richardson, 
Mary James, Thomas C. Wheatley, Anthony 
Jackson, Nicholas and Guy Francis, Edwin 
James, James Repking, Aggie Morrison, and 
Stephen Richardson. Later names were Yeates, 
Oliver, Rice, Parker and Swaine, 

‘The first minister of Blackwell Church 
was the Rev. Thomas Boyd, who preached on 
the Plympton Station in 1876-7. He was fol- 
lowed by Rev. Robert Thompson (1877-81) 
and Rev. Thomas Amy (1881-4). 

The congregation, through its trustees, 
‘Thomas James, Edwin James and Emest 
Petry, acquired a 3/4 acre tract of land for a 
church and cemetery in 1880 and had the 
church erected in the fall of that year’. It 
was built of white brick, had a shingle roof 
and could seat 125 persons. Henry Procunier 
who lived in a log house on lot 45, concession 
9, was the contractor. No doubt the congre- 
gation provided volunteer labour, and the lo- 
cal brickmakers donated the bricks, 

‘The late Mrs. Mary E, (Minnie) Hardick of 
Detroit, who once taught Sunday School in 
Blackwell and who had John Wheatley among 
her pupils, wrote: “The church was lighted by 





oil lamps at first, one to a window. Then a 
tea-meeting was held to raise money for more 
oil lamps and a chandelier to hang from the 
ceiling. A big pot-bellied stove gave heat. The 
big day was when we got the organ with Miss 
Annie James presiding. Then a shelter was 
‘built for the horses.” 

‘The following men and their families were 
leaders: Thomas James, Stephen Richardson, 
Joseph Smith, James Craig, Jacob Somes, and 
Mark Wellington and others from the Errol 
district were on hand with their help. Other 
families of the early days of the church were 
Yeates, Holt, Modeland, Stuart, Gallie, Wil- 
son, Taylor, Graham, Logan, Hall, Sparling, 
and Wheatley. 

The pot-bellied stove of Mrs. Hardick’s 
day gave way to a Quebec heater and it in 
turn to an oil burner. The coal oil lamps saw 
service till the late twenties when electric lights 
replaced them, Mr. T. C, Wheatley was pre- 
centor until the first organ was obtained. This 
organ was in use until 1908 when a new one 











was purchased by the Ladies’ Aid and Trust- 
ees, About 1918 the Young People’s Union 
presented an organ which was used until the 
opening of the new church in 1955. These 
were all foot-pedal-operated reed organs. 





Methodist Union 


The union of the Canadian Methodist 
Church, Methodist Episcopal Church, Primi- 
tive Methodist Church, and Bible Christian 
Church became effective on July 1, 18845. 
‘The latter two were relatively minor groups of 
about equal size. With this union Blackwell 
became part of the Camlachie Circuit of the 
new Methodist Church of Canada along with 
Bethel, Sixth Line of Plympton (Bethesda), 
London Road East (Oban), London Road 
West, and Fourth Line of Sarnia (Irwin's). 
‘This ‘arrangement continued until 1902 and 
the ministers for this period were 





‘The Choir of Blackwell Methodist Church about 1906 


In front: Margaret West. 
Front Row: 





George. 


Mrs, Richard Hardick, Mrs. Albert James, Rev. A. M. McCullough, Hattie West, Mrs, Thomas H, 


Back Row: Mrs, Fred West, James Husband, Edward Brown, Carrie Francis, 








Superintendent Probatoner 
18848 — Rey, Jasper Wison, BA, James Hawer 
Rev, George Hemiton 





Selbome A. Andetion 
Daniel & Maren 


1888 90 — Rev. Thomas dackeon 
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Joseph W. Hibbert 
Inving Mekey 
Sharia Momow 


During his pastorate on the Camlachie Cir- 
cuit, the Rev. L. Bartlett wrote a book on the 
life of Uncle Joe Little. Rev. Alex. Rapson, a 
former Samia minister, informs us that the 
above mentioned probationer, his father, 
made his headquarters while travelling on the 
Camlachie circuit at the home of Mr. and Mrs. 
Joseph Wood on the London Road. James 
Husser, the probationer in 1884, later return- 
ed to preach on the Point Edward circuit in 
1926. His two sons, Gamet and Carlyle are 
both in the ministry, Garnet being recom- 
mended to Lambton Presbytery as a candi- 
date by the Point Edward Charge Official 
Board in 1929. 

‘The Point Edward Circuit consisting of 
Blackwell, London Road West and Point Ed- 
ward, was formed at the beginning of the con- 
ference year 1902-3 and the ministers to 1926 
were: 


1902-5 — Rev. Thomas A. Steadman 
1905-8 — Rev. Andrew Montgomery 
McCullough 

1908-11 — Rev. Clarke F. Logan, B.A. 
1911-14 — Rev. William A, Walden, B.A. 
1914-17 — Rev. Burton H. Robinson, M.A. 
1917-20 — Rev. Reginald A. Brook 
1920-23 — Rev. John J. Durrant 
1923-26 — Rev. W.R. Hughes, Ph.D. 

The official Board of this circuit first met 
‘on August 4, 1902, in the parsonage at Point 
Edward and set ‘the minister’s salary at 
$600.00, The minister reported that three 
dollars would cover his moving expenses. Of- 
ficial Board representatives were elected and 
from Blackwell they were William James and 
T.C. Wheatley. At subsequent meetings repre- 
sentatives to the Board from the Congrega- 
tions (called Society Representatives) and the 
Sunday Schools, and delegates to financial 
district meetings were appointed. District 
Visitors were also chosen and they fulfilled 
some of the duties of the present-day Elders, 
From time to time the Official Board re- 
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newed the licenses of local preachers, one of 
whom was T. C. Wheatley. 

‘The earliest known membership roll of 
Blackwell Church is that of 1902 which lists 
thirty-four members®. 

‘The oldest known minutes of a trustee 
board meeting read as follows: “A meeting 
was called by Rev. AM. McCullough, chair- 
man ex-officio, and held October 3, 1905. 

‘Mr. W. James reported the net proceeds of 
the recent Harvest Home tea-meeting of 
$26.11; in addition to this Mrs. West holds 
$14.80, the proceeds of last winter's tea- 
meeting, and $3.23 from the thank-offering 
of 1905, a total of $44.14. It was moved by 
W, James, seconded by P. Wellington, that the 
chair be authorized to spend [a sum] not ex- 
ceeding ten dollars on the purchase of music 
books. Carried. Moved by T. C. Wheatley, 
seconded by P. Wellington, that the meeting 
adjourn to the call of the chair.” 
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Quarterly Communion Ticket, August 1859 
Prior to the building of the Blackwell Church, Thomas 
C, Wheatley attended the Wesleyan Methodist Church 
‘on the London Road. 


The Methodist Church. 
‘quartery Ticket for May, 1601 


Jems saith unto him, I am the aay, the 
trith,and the Les no man cometh wate the 
Father, bat by meow xiv. 6. 


The Methodist Church Quarterl 
for May, 1891 


‘The Board of Trustees, which acted in the 
capacity of the present-day Stewards and 
‘Trustees, from 1905 to 1909, was made up of 
‘Thomas Wheatley, secretary; William James, 
‘Treasurer; Peter Wellington, Fred Somes Sr. 
and ‘Thomas James. With the passing of Peter 
Wellington and Thomas James in 1909, John 
Burden and James Pullen were appointed to 
their positions. 








time was Annie Hayes, the step-daughter of 
James Craig. In 1898 she married Edward J. 
Hutchinson. She and her husband lived on a 
farm on the London Road. She was the 
mother of Albert Hutchinson and great-grand- 
mother of Ron Hutchinson, a present member 
of Blackwell United Church, Annie Hayes’ 
step-father, James Craig and mother, Ellen 
Craig, are buried in Blackwell Cemetery, 





In 1908, when the pastor’s salary was 
$750.00, the system came in of paying the 
salary and other circuit accounts at the rate 
of forty per cent each for Point Edward and 





Yearly Membership Card ending May, 1917 London Road West and twenty per cent for 
Blackwell, 


‘The following have been organists: Annie 
Hayes, Hattie West, Mrs, Richard Hardick, 
Mrs. H. R. Dent, Misses Irene Hardick, Abigail 
Wheatley, Lillian Wheatley, Dorothy Smith, 
Coreta West. Miss A. Wheatley was then 
organist again and continued in this position 
for over twenty years with the exception of 
one year when Mrs, John Ferris played. 


A Choir Note 
contributed by Mrs, Albert Hutchinson 


In 1896.98 the Superintendent of the 
Camlachie Circuit of the Methodist Church of 
Canada was Rev. Wm. Henry Graham, B.A 
Blackwell Church was one of six churches on 
this circuit. In 1897-98 Alex Rapson was the Jack and Minnie Pilkey - 1958 
Probationer. The organist at Blackwell at this 
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Certificate of Baptism 
This Certifies that. Bronead. Aer “ : 
Tnfant Bee conf Puungare Winans... nay joncnom. 
born in, Reverie al on the... Haday of... NoreraBer. 
19.4.5... was this day baptized by me, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 
the Holy Spirit, according to the Discipline and Practice of the Methodist Church. 
‘We have received this Child into the Congregation of Christ’s Flock, Mark 10; 13-16, that... .he may 


be instructed and trained in the doctrine, privileges and duties of the Christian religion, and trust that... 
hhe may ever be a true disciple of Jesus Christ, Matt. 10: 24, 25, and a faithful member of His Holy Church, 
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Addition of Vestibule to Church 


In 1909 the Trustees proposed to add a 
vestibule to the front of the church and they 
asked the chairman, Rev. C.F. Logan, to sug- 
gest to the Ladies’ Aid that if they would as- 
sume half the expenses, the board would pro- 
ceed with the work as'soon as they received 
subscriptions for the other half. The Aid re- 
plied as follows: Sept. 1, 1909“. . Mr. Logan 
‘was present and some business with the Trus- 
tees was talked over. Moved by Mrs. Telfer, 
seconded by Mrs, George that we accept the 
request of the Trustee Board, to undergo one 
half the expense of building & porch to front 
of church, provided they agree to their share 
of the cost of putting a temporary shed back 
of church with sufficient accommodation for 
2 stove, a table and whatever else is necessary 
to prepare for entertainment, Carried.” The 
comment of the Board on this action is as 
follows: ‘The chairman having laid before the 
board a minute from the recent meeting of 
the Ladies’ Aid relative to our request that 
they assist to the extent of one-half toward 
the erection of the proposed porch, it was 
moved by Wm. James and seconded by 'T. 
©. Wheatley that we accept the condition of 
the Aid embracing as it does the erection of a 
cook-shed back of the church to be put up in 











‘Travel by Democrat 


time for their forthcoming tea-meeting, but 
since the Trustees have no money in the 
‘Treasury, they request the Aid not to unduly 
press them in the matter of meeting their half 
of the cost of the same and they trust that the 
Aid will stand by them until the cost of the 
entire work is raised.” At a subsequent meet- 
ing of the Trustees, “the chairman reported 
having met the Ladies’ Aid at their last meet- 
ing and having procured from them an assur- 
ance of their cordial acceptance of the action 
of the Trustees relative to meeting the cost of 
cook-shed.” The building of the porch and 
shed was undertaken and finished in a year at 
a cost of about $175. 





Travel by Car 
Albert, Jack and Emeline Wellington in their 1916 
Gray Bort car, manufactured in Chatham, Ontario 


‘The following is quoted from the Official 
Board minutes: ““A communication from the 
Rev. 8. D. Chown, secretary of temperance 
and moral reform, was read by the secretary 
and blank forms for petitions to the legislat- 
lure regarding the improvement of laws re- 
lating to race-track gambling were presented, 
when it was moved and seconded that the 
same be placed for signatures in the hands of 
the committees on temperance and moral re- 
form at the several churches, successively. to 
be retumed to our pastor as soon as possible, 
Carried.” 

Later, on November 9, 1911, a minute 
reads: “‘In view of the probable oncoming 
vote for the repeal of local option in the 
‘Township of Sarnia, the following committee 
‘was appointed to look after temperance inter- 
ests in the contest: Jared Moore (convenor), 
W. Mara, HT, Modeland and James Beatty.” 

In May, 1912, Point Edward church had 
45 members, London Road West 57 and 
Blackwell 60. 

The envelope system had often been dis- 
cussed at Official Board meetings. Envelopes. 
were first used in Blackwell Church starting 
May 5, 1912, when the total Sunday collec- 
tion was $1.57. There were seventeen original 
envelope holders. 

In 1912 the church purchased a small 
piece of ground on the south side of the Black- 
well Road for the site of a church shed” . This 
cement block structure was little used as a 
horse shelter as the automobile was just begin- 
ning to replace the horse as a means of trans- 
portation. The shed was used for storage and 
for a rink shanty. The rink was located west 
of the shed where the new church was erected 
in 1955. The shed was torn down in 1945 and 
the blocks sold to the Township. The founda- 
tion may still be seen. 

In 1914 the church was reshingled. The 
congregation decided to take a special offer- 











ing, followed by an entertainment, to de- 
fray the cost and a committee was appointed 
to organize a shingling bee. 

‘The pastor's salary in 1917 was $1,000.00 
and a certain sum for “horse-keep on car” 
was also granted. Evidently the Rev. Mr. 
Brook, pastor at that time, was the first min. 
ister on the circuit to have a car. 


Finance Committee 


The Official Board minutes of 1915 state: 
“Moved and seconded that since in the opin- 
ion of this board the present system of finane- 
ing our local churches places too heavy a 
responsibility on the shoulders of one or two 
‘men, and that some other system might tend 
to more equally distribute this responsibility 
and help develop a more general interest in 
this part of our church work, we made the 
following recommendations: 





1. That each local church appoint a finance 
committee of five members and adherents, 
the duty of which shall be to provide a fund 
necessary to meet the following expenses: 
ministerial support, caretaking, fuel, insurance 
etc., connexional funds other than edueation- 
al and missionary. 


2, That this committee prepare their estim- 
ate for the coming year and make a complete 
canvass of members and adherents sufficient 
if possible to cover this amount, 


8. That every encouragement be given the 
plan of systematic giving and that all con- 
tributors be supplied with and urged to use 
the weekly offering envelope. Carried,” 


Blackwell Church adopted this recom- 
mendation and appointed a finance com- 
mittee consisting of James Pullen, chairman; 
‘'T.C. Wheatley, secretary; A. Wellington, A. 
M, Cusack and'C. B. Sparling. This committee 
laid out the budget for 1915-16 as follows: 
salary and parsonage upkeep, $200; connex- 
ional funds, $30; janitor, $20; wood and re- 
pairs, $10; printing, $5; total, $265. Total 
envelope contributions for the year were 
about $175 but the remainder of the budget 
was provided by some of the church members, 
as recorded in “Stewards’ Accounts of Quart 
erly and Other Payments” and the accounts 
were closed with about twenty dollars on 
hand. ‘The Finance Committee is last men- 
tioned in church records in 1922. 

Annual revival services were held in the 
early years. The last evangelist to visit Black- 
well Church was the Rev. Harold H, Gilbart 








(1874-1957) of Winnipeg, who conducted a 
three-week campaign in February 1925, 

‘Thos, Coulson Wheatley a well-known and 
active member of Blackwell Church, passed 
away on March 25, 1925, and was buried in 
the Methodist section of the Froomfield ceme- 
tery. His wife, the former Jennie Campbell, 
died on April 30 of the same year. The fol 
lowing account regarding them is found in 
the minutes of the official board: “Moved 
and seconded that we, the quarterly official 
board of Point Edward Circuit, hereby place 
ourselves on record as expressing our highest 
appreciation of the splendid services rendered 
for so many years by Brother and Sister 
'T. C, Wheatley who have passed away during 
this last quarter and we wish to tender our 
sincerest sympathy to the remaining mem- 
bers of the family in their great loss and be- 
reavement. Carried unanimously.” 


Blackwell Epworth League 


An Epworth League, named after the 
birthplace of John Wesley, was formed on 
July 9th, 1894, and officers elected for a six 
‘months’ term were: President, John Wheatley; 


First Vice-President, Mrs. Minnie Hardick:" 


Second Vice-President, Ruth West; Secretary, 
Florence Wheatley; Treasurer, Martin Yeates. 
Other names in the records were: Maggie 
Hardick, Grace West, Charles Yeates, William 
James, Rose Tremblay, Fannie Tremblay, 
Maud Felton, Sarah James, Annie Hayes, 
Edward Wheatley, Fred Telfer, Hattie West, 
Ida Craig, Flora ‘Bartlett, Peter Wellington, 
Sarah Ford, George Wheatley, Mrs. Thomas 
Somes, Mrs. Thomas Hardick, Harvey Smith, 
William Craig Jr., Edward Jackson. 

‘The League met weekly and scems to have 
filled the place of the present Women’s As- 
sociation in the holding of suppers and enter- 
tainments to help pay the expenses of the 
church, The first work of the new League was 
to organize a social to raise money to help 
pay the arrears on the salaries of the circuit 
pastor and probationer. It was held at the 
‘Thomas James home on August 23, 1894, and 
the total of $8.45 was realized. “Admission 
was ten cents. New oil lamps were purchased 
in December and a tea-meeting was held on 
the twelfth of that month. A Circuit Epworth 
League convention was held at Oban on Good 
Friday, 1895, an indication of quite active 
interest in this work in the six churches on 
the Camlachie Circuit, 

The first Harvest Home supper was held 
by the League in September 1895 and it was 






















resolved to raise fifteen dollars at the supper 
for missionary purposes. A former member of 
London Road West church has told us that 
about fifty and sixty years ago Epworth 
Leagues on the circuit helped support Rev. 
and Mrs. Jolliffe, missionaries to China, 

‘The League evidently had a reading course 
as there is record that. books for this were pur- 
chased. In 1897 six dollars was levied on the 
church for parsonage repairs and the League 
undertook to raise this amount by a canvass, 
‘The League had anniversary sermons preached 
on December 20, 1896, and they held a tea- 
meeting on the next day. With the money 
raised it was decided to redecorate the church. 
interior, Tenders for painting and papering 
were called and at the last recorded meeting, 
that of June 2, 1897, the tender of Messrs. 
French and Simpson for painting and frescoe- 
ing at $50.00 was accepted. 





No further record of the League has been 
located, but there is mention of it in other re 
cords in 1912 when William Yeates was presi- 
dent, and 1914 when Mrs. Albert James was 
president of a Senior League and Mrs, Joseph 
Hardick was president of a Junior League. 


Blackwell Ladies’ Aid 


‘The Ladies’ Aid, was organized in August 
1908 and the first regular meeting convened 
September 2 at the home of the president. 
‘he original members were: Mrs, T. C. Wheat 
ley, President; Mrs. T. H. George, Secretary- 
‘Treasurer; Pearl West, Mrs. A.M. Cusack, Mrs, 
Fred West, Mabel Yeates, Mrs. Richard Hard- 
ick, Mrs. ‘George Telfer, Olga George, Mrs. 
Henry West, Mrs. John Burden, Sarah James, 
Mrs. James’ Yeates, Mrs. James Pullen, Mrs. 





Blackwell Ladies’ Aid 
Dressed in costumes for their first play, “The Ladies’ Aid at Mohawk Crossroads,” perform- 
ed in the Sarnia Township Hall on Wednesday, August 26, 1914 
Front Row: Mrs. George Telfer, Mrs. Thomas C. Wheatley, Mrs, Albert James, 
Middle Row: Mrs. John H. Modeland, Miss Bertha Wellington, Mrs, Hanson Dent, Mrs. Wm. Bailey, Miss 
Veronica Cusack, Miss Bva Dustin, Mrs. A. M. Cusack. 
Back Row: Mrs. James Yeates, Mrs. Louise Macdonald, Mrs, Fred West, Mrs. Joseph Hardick, Mrs. John 


Wheatley. 


—Photo by C.A. (Fred) Telfer, 1914 








Solomon Sitter, Lottie Thomson, Carrie Fran: 
cis, Mrs. Albert James, Veronica Cusack and 
Mrs, Joseph Hardick, 

‘The first work of the newly-formed Aid 
was that of making twenty-five yards of rag 
carpeting for the parsonage. In the same year 
a Harvest Home supper was held on Septem- 
ber 23 and an oyster supper followed in Oc- 


tober, The financial statement for 1909-10 
Recep: xpos 





‘The office of Vice-President was estab 
lished in 1911 with Mrs, Richard Hardick the 
first to hold the position. Other offices were 
gradually added as needed. Mrs. George Telfer 
was Honorary President from 1928 to 1931. 
‘This office was re-introduced in 1938 and 
since then the wife of the incumbent minister 
has been the Honorary President. 

At the beginning of 1913 an “Old-fash- 
ioned Tea-Meeting” was held. About this time 
the Aid recommended the starting of a Cradle 
Roll. The next year their first play, “The 
Ladies’ Aid at Mohawk Cross Roads” was 
performed in the Township Hall. 








Blackwell’s Young People’s Union 


‘The first appearance of this group seems 
to have been during the pastorate of Rev. 
B. H. Robinson. About 1918 the Y.P.U. pre- 
sented to the church the reed organ which 
was used until the opening of the new church. 
‘The organ, costing about one hundred dollars, 
was paid for by a succession of ten-cent soc: 
fals and teameetings. At the 1956 annual 
meeting, the congregation gave this organ to 
Miss Abigail Wheatley who was a member of 
the Y.P.U, who had purchased it, in appre- 
ciation of her work for over twenty years as 
organist of the chureh, 

‘There is mention of a Y.P.U. in records of 
1929 and 1937, and a meeting was held on 
October 7, 1939, to reorganize it, The follow- 
ing executive was elected: Honorary President, 
Rev. W. T. Cleave; President, Miss Mabel Me- 
Donald (Blackwell school teacher); Vice- 
President, Garnet Core; Secretary-Treasurer, 
Mrs. Coreta Blake and Hazel Somes. Others 
on the executive were Janet Smith, Abigail 
Wheatley, Leah Purdy, Mrs. John Lewis, Mrs, 
Carl Smith, Ruby West. In 1939 this group 
held eleven’ meetings with an average attend- 
ance of twenty and the enrolment in 1940 
was thirty-one. This Y.P.U. seems to have 
carried on until 1943, 


FOOTNOTES 
CHAPTER TWO 


1. As far as is known, nothing came of this arrangement. 


2, Information on circuits and ministers by courtesy of the United Church Archives, Toronto, 
‘The arrangement of the circuit from 1874 to 1884 is as follows: 
1874-75 - Wyoming, Sproule’s, Zion, Bethesda, Jackson's, Marthaville. 
1875-76 - Wyoming, Sproule’s, Zion, Bethesda, Jackson's, Marthaville, Wanstead. 
1876-79 - Wyoming, Sproule’s, Zion, Bethesda, Jackson’s, Lake Shore, Wanstead, 
1879.80 - Wyoming, Sproule’s, Zion, Bethesda, Jackson's, Blackwell, Wanstead, 





1880-84 - Wyoming, Sproule’s, Bethesda, Jackson's, Blackwell, Wanstead, Brock (or Brooke). 
‘Wyoming was the head church on the circuit, 
3. These ministers were assisted between 1876 and 1882 by Rev. W. Cooke, superannuated, 


and by Probationers Henry D. Tyler, James Stonehouse, William C, Blunt, George Scarr, and 
George Jewitt. 


4, Description of Church lot, purchased July 17, 1880 


‘THIS INDENTURE, made this 17th day of July, 1880 . . . between Joanna Smith, of the 
Township of Sarnia, wife of Joseph Smith of the same place, and Joseph Smith .”. . the 
parties of the first part, AND Thomas James, Ernest Petry and Edwin James, of the Township 
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of Sarnia, . . . Trustees, .. . of the Second Part . . . Witnesseth that the said parties of the first 
part, in consideration of the sum of Fourteen Dollars . . . do grant, sell, and convey unto the 
said ‘parties of the second part, as such trustees of the Primitive Methodist Connexion in 
Canada . . . part of lot number thirty-six ([Concession 9, Samia Twp.] BEGINNING at the 
intersection of the New Road [Blackwell Road] by the east boundary of the said lot on the 
north side of the said New Road, and then West 9814 feet, thence North 316 feet, or to the 
Grand Trunk Railroad, thence East 9814 feet, thence South 316 feet to the place of begin- 
ning . . . In witness whereof the said parties have hereunto set their hands and seals this day 
and year first above written, 

Signed, sealed and delivered in the presence of Robert Thompson: Joanna Smith, Joseph 
Smith. 

Further research indicates that the church was erected in the fall of 1879, although the 
deed was not drawn until 1880, 
Note on Church Government 

The Primitive Methodist Church, which had eighty-nine ministers at the time of the 1884 
union, was governed by an Annual Conference. This church was divided into seven Districts, 
which were subdivided into Circuits and Mission Stations. The Methodist Church in Canada 
was governed by the (Quadriennal) General Conference, corresponding to the (Biennial) Gen- 
eral Council of the United Church of Canada. Below the General Conference, as with the 
General Council, were annual regional conferences, such as London Conference. The Metho- 
dist regional conference had Stationing Committees which arranged circuits and pastoral 
supply. Ministers were not permitted to remain on a circuit for more than three years. Each 
conference was composed of several Districts, the antecedents of Presbyteries in the United 
Church, In each District, a Financial District Meeting was held in early autumn, and was fol- 
lowed in May of the next year by the more important Annual District Meeting, which held 
sessions for two days. The present-day Presbyteries meet bi-monthly. The districts were di- 
vided into Circuits, now called pastoral charges. 

In the early days the Sarnia area was largely Wesleyan Methodist and we find this church 
most active. The area was first included in the London Wesleyan Methodist District until 
the Chatham District was formed in 1854 and the Sarnia District in 1869. 


Blackwell Church Membership Roll 1902 

Mr. and Mrs. T. C. Wheatley, Mr. and Mrs. Peter Wellington, Mrs, George Telfer, Mr. and 
Mrs. William Craig, Mrs. Thomas Hardick, Mrs. Joseph Smith, Mrs. Aaron West, Hattie West, 
Mr. and Mrs. Henry West, Mr. and Mrs. Henry T. Modeland, Celia Byers, Mrs, W. H. Bartlett, 
Mrs. Jacob Somes, Mr. Fred Somes, Mrs. Albert James, Sarah James, William James, Mr. and 
Mrs. James Husband, Mr. and Mrs. R. Hardick, Mr, and Mrs. George Lewis, Mrs. Angus Jamie- 
son, Mr. and Mrs. William Moore, Mr. and Mrs. David May, Carrie Francis, Annie Lewis. 
Church Shed Deed - 1912 

‘This deed was refused by the Registry Office. A new deed was made some years later 
which was not registered. The property is now included in the deed of 1954. ‘The descrip- 
tion reads as follows: “Part of Lot 36, Concession 9, Commencing at a point one foot east of 
the northeast comer of the drive shed now being erected on the said lot on the south side of 
the public road, thence southward parallel with the said wall fifty-two fect, thence westward 
and northward and eastward at right angles and at-a distance of one foot outside of said wall 
to the place of beginning and enclosing a space of fifty-four by fifty-two feet more or less.” 
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CHAPTER THREE 


The History of Blackwell Church 
United Church of Canada 
1925-1957 


‘The UNITED CHURCH OF CANADA 
was formed on June 10, 1925 from the un- 
ion of the Methodist, Congregational and a 
large number of the Presbyterian Churches in 
Canada, climaxing twenty-six years of negoti- 
ation among the churches, One notable 
change in organization was the abolition of 
the Methodist Stationing Committees. Since 
then the pastoral relation has been without a 
time limit. The phrase “pastoral charge” has 
replaced the word “circuit.” The Point Ed- 
ward Charge of Point Edward, London Road 
West and Blackwell remained unchanged. 

In 1925 the minister’s salary was set at 
$1,800.00 but the depression was to see it 
dwindle to $1200.00 and not rise to its 
former level until 1945. In 1925 the allot- 
ment for the Maintenance and Extension 
Fund, now known as the Missionary and 
Maintenance Fund, was set at $337.50 each 
for London Road West and Point Edward and 
$225.00 for Blackwell 

During 1927 and 1928 the Dutch Christ- 
ian Reformed Church was granted the use of 
Blackwell Church for their weekly worship 
service. Usually 25 to 30 people attended 
each service, 

‘The ministers of the Charge since church 
union have been: 





1926-31 — Rev. James Husser, M.A.,Ph.D. 
1931-36 — Rev. C.L.L. Couzens 

1936-42 — Rev. William T. Cleave 
1942-45 — Rev. Percy S. Banes 

1945-53 — Rev. George C. Mitchell 
1953-57 — Rev. Einar Bgilsson, B.A. 
1957-61 — Rev. K.J, Lee 


‘The Willing Workers’ Bible Class, which 
functioned for several years, was organized 
in 1934 and in that year together with the 
Women’s Association presented the com- 


munion set to the church. The W.A. gave 
an additional tray in 1954, The Class had 
about thirty charter members. 





Rev, James Husser 
WAL, PhD. 


Rev, and Mrs. George Mitchell 


Church Officers 


Elders were elected annually and the first 
known list, that of 1933, gives the names of 
Messrs, Herbert West, Earl Hardick, Christo- 
pher Sparling, Charles A. Somes, Fred Somes. 
The Elders for 1957: Messrs. Earl Hardick, 
Charles Phelps, Glenn G. McPhail, H. Austin 
Modeland, A.’ Lloyd Sitter, Dr. Herbert B, 
Wallis, Glenn Mitchell, H. Burton Chalmers. 
In 1927 the stewards were John Wheatley, 
secretary; William James, treasurer; Fred 
‘Somes, Hanson R. Dent and James Pullen, 
Since 1956 Stewards have been elected 
for three-year terms with one-third of the 
board retiring from office annually. The stew- 
ards for 1957 were: One-year term, Messrs 
A. Lloyd Sitter (Trustee), John H. Hext, 








First Sod Turned at the Site of the Blackwell Chureh, July 12, 1955 


Burt Chalmers, Earl Hardick, Rev. Kinar Egilsson, minister; Rev 


MeNally, Reeve of Sarnia Township. 


Orval Hardick, Glenn Garrison, Mrs. Esther 
VanHome, Mis. A. C. Francis (Envelope 
Secretary). Two-year term: Messrs. H. B. 
Chalmers (chairman), Jack Hardick (s 
retary), H. Austin Modeland (Trustee), Mrs. 
Carl Smith (Secretary to the congregation) 
Miss Abigail Wheatley (Church and M. & M 
Treasurer). Three-year term: Messrs. Glenn 
G. McPhail (Trustee), Raymond Core, Lloyd 
Kingdon, Earl Hardick (Trustee), Dr. H. B. 
Wallis, Mrs. John Telfer. Annual meetings of 
the Blackwell congregation have been held 
regularly since 1934. 

Mrs, Wilson Jenken was appointed in 
1945 as Treasurer of the new Central Trust 
Fund of the pastoral charge. Mrs, Ernest 
Hayes was appointed M. & M. Treasurer of 
the Charge. 

‘The Blackwell Session first_ met on Sept. 
27, 1945, with the Rev. G. C. Mitchell presid- 
ing. Mr. Bari Hardick was elected Clerk and 
Elders’ districts were assigned as follows: 
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W.T. Cleave, Rev. A.B, Millson, John C. 





—Photo by Roy Paisley, Sarnia 


John Wheatley, the Lake Shore Road; Fred 
Somes Sr. all the area south of the railroad 
tracks and east of the Blackwell Sideroad; 
Mr. Earl Hardick, all west of the Blackwell 
Sideroad and south of the railroad, . 
‘After the death of John Wheatley in 1950, 
church members presented the communion 
table as a memorial to him. Born in 1876, 
he was the eldest son of T, C, Wheatley. The 
Sunday School piano was donated by Fred 
Somes Sr. and the new collection plates were 
made by Mr. Ernest Hayes from a piece of 
Blackwell walnut donated by R. L. Garrison, 





Building of a New Church 


Owing to the expansion of the Sunday 
School the congregation decided in 1952 to 
build an addition on the west side of the 
church. The rapid growth of the community 
and church soon proved this inadequate and 








plans were made to erect a new church, A 
lot on the south side of the Blackwell Road 
‘was purchased from Mr. Harvey Smith whose 
parents, Joseph and Joanna Smith, had pro- 
Vided the first church lot seventy-four years 
before." The Sunday School purchased an ad- 
ditional fifteen feet of frontage in September 
1987. 

‘The nucleus of the church Building Fund 
came in 1947 as the proceeds of the sale of 
chureh shed material. Donations later came 
from church members and from the Women’s 
Association, among whose gifts were the en- 
tire proceeds of the 1951 Anniversary supper 
By 1952 the fund contained thirteen hundred 
dollars. A canvass undertaken in 1952-53 for 
the addition to the church realized over three 
thousand dollars in cash and pledges. Mrs. 
‘A. C, Francis, the first treasurer of the fund, 
was succeeded in 1955 by Mr. Glenn G. Me- 
Phail. Rarly in 1985 Mr. H. Burton Chalmers 
was appointed Chairman of the Building Com- 
mittee and a six-week campaign was under- 
taken, climaxed by a Progress Dinner in the 
London Road West church. The canvass fol- 
lowed on Palm Sunday, April 3, and over 
$14,000 in cash and three-year pledges was 
received. Mr. William Andrews, architect, 
drew up plans for the new church and the 
Rev. Einar Bgilsson conducted a sod-tuming 
ceremony on July 12, 1955, when the Rev. 
W. T. Cleave, a former minister, tumed the 
first sod. The tender of H. G. Homer Com. 
pany for the construction of the church was 
accepted and excavation began on August 27. 
A large crowd gathered for the laying of the 
comerstone on October 30, to witness the 
ceremony performed by the Rev. C. L. L. 
Couzens, a former minister, assisted by the 
Rev. Einar Egilsson. The stone was purchased 
from H. E. Alpaugh & Sons of Forest, Ontario 
who engraved it free of charge. 








A mortgage was taken out with the Lamb- 
ton Loan and Investment Co. in the amount 
of $18,000.00 with interest of 6% per annum 
on the unpaid balance. The 33 guarantors of 
the mortgage, referred to as the “obligors” 
were: 





Donald Blake Arthur C. Francis 
Malcolm Thurston Brian Maw 

Earl Hardick Lorne R. Hardick 
Glenn G. McPhail Charles 8. Phelps 
Harold Praill Wilfred James 


Herbert B. Wallis 
John T. Rowe 
Joseph Hardick 
‘Arthur L. Sitter 

H, Burton Chalmers 
Gienn Garrison 

H, Wayne Cox 

Earl Sitter 


Glenn Mitchell 
John Telfer 

Harold James 
Richard O, Hardick 
John Hext 

H. Austin Modeland 
Wilson C. Atmore 
Norman Howson 


Herman Sitter Carl Smith. 
Abigail Wheatley Robert H. Somes 
John M, Hardick Carrie West 


Coreta Blake 


‘The trustees of the church at that time 
were: Earl Hardick, A. Lloyd Sitter, Glen Mc- 
Phail and Austin Modeland. 

‘The last service in the old church was on 
December 4, 1955, and the next day several 
members of the church gathered to move the 
furniture to the new building. 

The new church is built of red cement 
brick with windows of amber, red and blue 
cathedral glass. The entrance-way is a square 
tower, faced with a white cross against verti- 
cal cedar siding. A short flight of stairs leads 
to the auditorium which seats about two 
hundred. The floor is of buff marboleum tile; 
the walls are painted rose and green and the 
peaked ceiling covered with white acoustic 
tile is supported by stained laminated wooden 
arches. The chancel is finished with stained fir 
plywood and is lighted by a tall west window 
of amber cathedral glass. The basement is at- 
tractive with its high ceiling, light green walls, 
ivory and green tile floor, and well-appointed 
kitchen. The auditorium and basement are 
heated by separate oil furnaces. 

‘The opening and dedication services were 
held on December 11, 1955 and the guest 
minister was the Rev. Robert B, Cumming, 
a former president of London Conference. 
‘The church was filled to capacity at the mom- 
ing and evening services and the latter was fol 
lowed by a Fireside Hour, Special music was 
rendered by Miss Connie Francis in the morn: 
ing and by the Point Bdward United Church 
choir in the evening, The church was deco- 
rated with flowers from well-wishers. Others 
taking part in the services were Messrs. Glenn 
G. McPhail, Earl Hardick and H. G. Homer 
who presented the keys of the new building 
to Mr. H. B, Chalmers, Chairman of the Build 
ing Fund. Rev. E. Egilsson, the minister, con- 
ducted the service and Miss Sally Smith was 
organist 








Several memorials and gifts were present- 
ed to the church at the opening. A Pulpit 
Bible was given by Mr. and Mrs. Robert H. 
Somes in memory of Frederick Somes Sr., 
(1876-1952). Mr. and Mrs, Glenn Garrison 
and family presented a pulpit lamp in mem- 
ory of Russell L. Garrison (1891-1951). The 
hymn boards were the gift of Mrs, Herbert 
West in memory of Herbert West (1876-1949), 
‘The pulpit was given by Mr. and Mrs. Carl 
Smith and family and Mr. and Mrs. A. Lloyd 
Sitier presented twenty-five new chairs. The 
materials for the basement ceiling were sup- 
plied by Mr. and Mrs, Charles Phelps, and ad- 
ditional donations towards finishing the base- 
ment were made by Mr. and Mrs. H. G. Horn- 








‘The undertaking of various new activities 
for the children showed the growing interest 
in the work of the church, A Canadian Girls 
in Training group organized and led by Mrs. 
C. H. Caesar, assisted by Mrs. George Snau- 
waert, was formed about 1949 and an Explor. 
er group was started in 1954 by Mrs. Glenn 
Garrison, leader, and Mrs. Jack Hardick. Tak- 
ing a turn at leading and assisting have been 
Mrs. H. B. Wallis and Mrs. Joseph Horley. 
Church-goers will remember the C.G.LT. 
Christmas candlelight service, now conducted 
by the Explorer group. At their 1956 service 
the Explorers presented a new pulpit hymnal 
to the church. The thirty-two little girls who 
made up this group met weekly in the church 
basement. A Junior Choir was formed and 
sung for an occasional service in the old 
church. Twelve white choir gowns were made 
for them by the members of the Women's 
‘Association and friends in the community. 
Under the sponsorship of the same group a 
Baby Band was started in 1956 led by Mrs. 
Charles Phelps and Mrs. John Telfer and, later, 
Mrs. Lloyd Kingdon helping. Also in that year 
a Junior Congregation was instituted by Mrs. 
HB, Wallis, 

When the new church was opened, Mrs. 
A, C. Francis took over the duties of regular 
organist and choir leader. Members of the 
choir at that time were: Mr. and Mrs, Jack 
Hardick, Mr. and Mrs, Glenn Garrison, Mrs, 
Roy Moore, Mrs. Raymond Core, Mrs. Travis 
Large, Mrs. Donald Strevel, Mrs. Lorne Jamie- 
son, Misses Mary Lou Francis, Marjorie Neave, 
Lynne Carobin, Carolyn Garrison, Pauline 
Somes, Joanne ‘and Dianne Conway, Marcia 
Stack, and Messrs. Bruce James, Edward, 
James and David Phelps, Dale Hardick, Dennis 
and Gerard Neave, George and Bill Caesar. In 
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time for the opening of the new church the 
choir and others presented a new Geneva 
gown to Rev. Binar Bgilsson. 

‘The first celebration of the Lord’s Supper 
in the new building was on Sunday, January 8, 
1956, with fifty persons participating. The 
first social event was the opening tea and bake 
sale, put on by the Women’s Association in 
the basement on December 14, 1955. 

In the new church Rev. Binar Egilsson 
conducted marriage ceremonies for the fol- 
lowing couples. John H. Dunlop and Gayle 
Howson; William D. McLeod and Audrey 
Harlen; Kenneth R.’Tice and Fem Telfer; 
Yaris Kohut and Joy Howson, 

‘Also Rev. Einar Bgilsson, baptized twenty- 
one children in the new church? 





Explorers at Lamrecton Camp, 
‘on Lake Huron, 1960 


Front row: Jane Henderson, Janet Scott 


2nd row: Mary Crowdis, Judy Crone, Marlene West, 
Wendy Alpaugh, Jeanne Gilbert, Margaret 
Phelps 


At back: Joan Hardick (leader) 


During his pastorate in 1957, Rev. Ken- 
neth J. Lee joined in marriage the following at 
Blackwell: Donald J. Crooks and Peggy Jane 
G. Sparling, on October 19; Claire B. Wigle 
and Shirley A. Johnston, on December 21. 

On December 15, 1957 he baptized 
Judith Ellen Core, Karen Elizabeth Large, 
Richard Norman Sparling, Mark Randy Nor: 
‘man Sparling and Cindy Suzanne Sparling. 

‘At the 1956 annual meeting an Organ 
Committee consisting of Rev. Einar Egilsson; 
Dr. H. B, Wallis, Chairman; Charles Phelps, 
and Sarah W. Smith, Treasurer, was appoint- 
ed. A new Hammond two-manual spinet 
model organ was purchased and a canvass 
‘was undertaken, headed by Dr. Wallis, to pay 








for it, The organ was dedicated, debt-free, on 
Remembrance Sunday, November 11, 1956, 
in memory of those who served and lost their 
lives in World Wars I and I. 

‘The Honour Roll of Blackwell Church is 
inscribed with the names of those from the 
community who served in the Second World 
War, 


‘ok Hardiak, CA 
SE Aine 


lena Geen, REAP. 
(ate rehewiy: RAE 

‘Wit Sth AE 
Rome fast RAT 


Of these men, Garnet Core lost his life 
while serving with the Royal Canadian Regi- 
‘ment at Cassino in Italy. 


On February 26, 1956, a special service 
was held when the sponsorship of the 19th 
Blackwell Boy Scout Troup and the 19th 
Blackwell Wolf Cub Pack was transferred 
from the Blackwell School Club to the church. 
‘The Cubs were started about 1950 with Mr. 
D. H. Welch, the first Cubmaster and the 
Scouts were ‘formed later by Mr, Norman 
Brewin. A Mother’s Auxiliary to help the 
work of the groups was started on November 
13, 1951, and Mrs. Ralph Meintosh was presi- 
dent. The Cub leaders were Mr. Glenn Garri- 
son, Cubmaster; Mrs, Roy Garrison and Mr. 
Lome Hardick, assistants. Scout leaders were 
Mr. Roy Garrison assisted by Mr. Robert 
Garrison. The Cubs held church parades on 
the first Sunday of each month. The old 
church was used as a Scout Hall, 

‘The Bightieth Anniversary of the found- 
ing of Blackwell congregation was observed 
on October 14, 1956, when Rev. J. B. Town- 
end of St. Luke's United Church was guest 
minister. The Women’s Association held a 
very successful turkey dinner on the Tuesday 
evening following. 

Blackwell Church was host to the meeting 
of Lambton Presbytery on December 11, 
1956, the first anniversary of the opening of 
the new church and the first time Presbytery 
has convened at Blackwell, 

Point Edward and Blackwell churches 
were constituted the Point Edward Pastoral 
Charge and London Road West, Oban and 
Mandaumin were made the Mandaumin 
charge by action of Lambton Presbytery, 
effective July 1,1957. This ended the seventy: 
three-year association of London Road West 
and Blackwell. 








Rev. Kenneth J. Lee was inducted into 
the ministry of the Point Edward Pastoral 
Charge at a service in Blackwell Church con- 
ducted by the Rev. G. C. Raymer on August 
8, 1957. Rev. J. Stanley Gibson of Devine 
Street United Church, Sarnia, preached the 
induction sermon. 

On a two point or three point Charge, 
each church is responsible for its own local 
expenses and also contributes to the current 
expenses of the Charge. In 1956, the division 
was thirty-five per cent each for Point Edward 
and London Road West and thirty per cent 
for Blackwell. After Point Edward and Black- 
well became a two point Charge in 1957, 
they started to contribute equally to the Cen 
tral Trust Fund. 

Blackwell Church membership roll. for 
1957 appears in footnote 3 at the end of this 
Chapter. 


Blackwell Young People’s Union 


A meeting to reorganize the Y.P.U. was 
held on September 24, 1950. Officers and 
members were Hazel Somes, Carol Phillips, 
Don Blake, Dale Hardick, Norma Somes, 
Wayne Cox, Joan Smith, Margaret Guise, Ken 
James, Jack Somes, Ed. Moorehouse, Bill 
Moorehouse, Ross Smith, Bob Sitter. 

The Young People’s Union was reintro- 
duced on October 3, 1954, with Mrs. H, Aus- 
tin Modeland as Youth Counsellor and an 
executive composed of Sarah Smith, Sandy 
McGeachy, Gayle Howson, Wayne Cox and 
Edward Phelps. Other members were Connie 
and Mary Lou Francis, Vivienne and Lorena 
Beardow, Donna and’ Gail Charman, Don, 
Dorothy, Carol and Beverley Dease, Joy and 
Bucky Howson, Ken Tice, Nancy Taylor, 
Ralph McIntosh, James Cox, Ronald Kil: 
bourne, Ken Pembleton, Pauline Somes, 
James Paulley, Randy George, Gary Clarke, 
Fem Telfer, Kathleen Wehring, Roger Hardick, 
Gary Cannon, Catherine Sitter, Edward Fluter, 
Charlene Bodkin 

In March 1955 the Y.P.U. sponsored the 
threeact comedy “Civil Service,” put on by 
the London Road West Y.P.U.'in Blackwell 
Hall in aid of the Building Fund. Between Oc- 
tober 8, 1954, and January 29, 1956, when 
the last meeting was held, the Y.P.U. met 
about twenty times, 


The Country Couples’ Club 


A meeting of those interesting in forming 
@ couples’ club met in Blackwell Hall on 
March 1, 1955, with Mr, Egilsson as chairman, 
to hear a talk’ by Mr. and Mrs. Aubrey Old: 











ham, who were experienced in organizing 
church activities. The first meeting of the club 
was in the Hall on March 29 with thirty-six 
present. The officers for the first six-month 
period were Gladys and Mike Billings, Mary 
and Jack Heslop, Isobel and Don Henderson, 
Flora and Bill Congdon and Jeanne and Orval 
Hardick. 

‘At the second meeting a constitution and 
the name “Country Couples’ Club” were 
adopted. The Club sponsored the three-act 
‘comedy “Fuller's Fortune” performed by the 
couples’ clubs of Burns and Mooreline United 
Churches in the church auditorium on March 
1, 1956. The proceeds were applied towards 
the tiling of the church basement floor. This 
was done in April 1957 after more money had 
been raised. This project was assisted by the 
generosity of Mr. and Mrs. A. L. Taylor, 
Vice-Presidents. Wilma and Lorne Hardick 
and Margaret and Lloyd Sitter completed 
the 1957 slate of officers. Activities were 
temporarily discontinued in November, 1957, 





Blackwell Women’s Association 


Somewhere along the line the name Lad- 
ies’ Aid was dropped in favour of “Women’s 
Association.” 
‘The various events in the life of the 
Women’s Association are too numerous to 
relate but over the years it has rendered a 
substantial contribution to the welfare and 
maintenance of the church, Funds have come 
mainly from public social events such as plays, 
concerts, teas, bake sales, dinners, travelling 
aprons and fees. The W.A. has catered to sev 
eral organizations for banquets and has pre- 
pared dinners for weddings but the big event 
of the year is the turkey dinner, generally 
held in’ October shortly after Anniversary 
Sunday. Most early socials were held in the 
school basement. From 1925 until the open- 
ing of the present church, Blackwell hall was 
used. The admission to one of the suppers in 
early times was 50c and 35¢ and judging from 
the receipts, at least 150 people must have at- 
tended. 

In later years, with the population of the 
community more numerous and the work of 
the church more extensive, the Association 
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has been called upon to take a larger share in 
the enterprises of the church. Much assist- 
ance was given the Building Campaign and 
soon after the church was opened the W.A. 
was able to provide enough new dishes, silver, 
kitchen equipment, stoves and dining-room 
tables to adequately serve over 100 people at 
dinner at one time. 

Congratulations were extended to the 
Women’s Association on the occasion of their 
Golden Anniversary, August 1958. 


Presidents of the Women’s Association 
have been: 


Mrs. T.C. Wheatley, 1908-09, 1912-14; 
Mrs, George Telfer, 1909-12, 1917-1927; 
Mrs. Albert James,” 1914-15;' Mrs, James 
Yeates, 1928, 1932; Mrs. Charles Somes, 
1929-31, 1933.35; Mrs. John Henry Mode. 
land, 1936-39; Mrs. Carl L. Smith, 1940- 
41; Mrs. Ernest Sole, 1942-43; Mrs. RL, Gar- 
rison, 1944, 1945;Mrs, Joseph Hardick, 1946; 
Mrs. A.C. Francis, 1947, 1948, 1951; Mrs. 
Wilfred Cox, 1949, 1956; Mrs. John Telfer, 
1952, 1953; Mrs. Wilfred James, 1954, 
1955; Mrs. Earl Hardick, 1956, 1957, 











‘The Officers for 1957 


Honorary President, Mrs. E. Egilsson (sue- 
ceeded by Mrs. K. J. Lee). President, Mrs. 
Earl Hardick; Vice-Presidents, Mrs. A.C/Fran- 
cis, Mrs. R. Kilbourne; Sectetary-Treasurer, 
Mrs. J.H. Hext. 

Other members for 1957: Mrs, Joseph 
Hardick, Mrs. Herbert West, Mrs, Herman Sit- 
ter, Mrs. G. Yeates, Mrs. C.L. Smith, Mrs. 
John ‘Telfer, Mrs. Wilfred James, Mrs, R.H 
Somes, Miss Abigail Wheatley, Mrs, R.L. Gar- 
rison, Mrs. Charles Phelps, Mrs. Glenn Garri- 
son, Mrs. Esther James VanHorne, Mrs. Ray- 
mond Core, Mrs. Lloyd Kingdon, Mrs. Glen 
Thomson, Mrs. Lorne Hardick, Mrs. Exnest 
Wheeler, ‘Mrs. Maurice Lambert, Mrs, John 
Pembleton, Mrs. Norman Sargent, Mrs. A.L. 
Sitter, Mrs. Glenn Mitchell, Mrs, Roger Neave, 
Mrs. Edward Sullivan, Mrs, D, Elnor, Mrs. 
Lorne Jamieson, 














FOOTNOTES 
CHAPTER THREE, 


1. Church lot purchased in 1954 
‘The description here has been altered to include the extra fifteen feet frontage on the 
west side of the lot, which was purchased in September 1957: “Part of Lot 36, Concession 
9, Sarnia Twp., commencing at a point on the south limit of the Old Lake Road (Blackwell 
Road J twenty feet west of the point where the east limit of Lot 36 intersects the south limit 
of the Old Lake Road when measured along the south limit of the Old Lake Road, thence in 
a westerly direction along the south limit of the Old Lake Road 215 feet to a point, thence in 
a southerly direction in a straight line drawn parallel to the east limit of Lot 36, 200 feet, to 
a point, thence in an easterly direction in a straight line drawn parallel to the south limit of 
the Old Lake Road 215 feet, to a point, thence in a northerly direction in a straight line, 
200 feet, to the point of commencement.” 


2. Children baptized in the new Blackwell Church since its opening, by Rev. Einar Bgilsson 
Carolyn Ann Mogg, Jane Elizabeth Soper, Terry Lee Soper, Robert James Stokes, Gene 
Leslie Stokes, Cathryn’ Ann Hext, Donald Bradley Blake, Bryan Herbert West, Marlene Ruth 
West, Patricia Jean West, Jeffrey William Horley, John Patrick Avery, Nancy Gayle Avery, 
Clare Wesley Sutton, Norman Emest Roberts, Pamela Lynn Roberts, Jerry Walter Roberis, 
Scot Alan Roberts, Sandra Melody Bresette, Kerry David Kirk, Norman Malcolm Dunlop. 


3, Membership Roll of 1957 
Mrs. Herbert West, Mrs. Ruth Crysler, Mrs. J. 0. Reed, Mrs, Joseph Hardick, Mr. and Mrs. 
Barl Hardick, Mr. Harold James, Mr. and Mrs, Angus Jamieson Jr., Mrs. R. L., Garrison, Mrs, 
Colin Berdan, Miss Abigail Wheatley, Mr. Alfred Wheatley, Mrs. Coreta Blake, Mrs, A. C. 
Francis, Mr. Gordon Somes, Mr. and Mrs. Carl L. Smith, ’Mrs. Harry Kershaw, Mrs. Wm, 
Moorehouse, Mrs. Wesley Haley, Mr. William Smith, Mr. Ronald Smith, Miss Sarah W. Smith, 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Sitter, Mrs, Wilfred Cox, Mrs. Fred Maw, Mrs. Ernest Sole, Mrs, John 
‘Telfer, Mrs. Howard Beatty, Mrs. Paul Soper, Mrs. Harry Sims, Mr. and Mrs. Charles 8, 
Phelps, Mr. and Mrs. Glen McPhail, Miss Jane’ McPhail, Mr. Austin Modeland, Mr, Wayne 
Cox, Mr. and Mrs, H. Burton Chalmers, Mr. and Mrs. Raymond Core, Mrs. Robert H. Somes, 
Mrs. Herman Sitter, Mr. and Mrs. John H. Hext, Miss Mary Lou Francis, Miss Constance S. 
Francis, Miss Pauline Somes, Miss Lois Garrison, Mr. Edward Phelps, Mrs. Kenneth R. Tice, 
Mrs. Yaris Kohut, Mrs. John H. Dunlop, Mr. and Mrs. Glenn Mitchell, Mrs, James Bright, Mr, 
and Mrs. Jack Hardick, Mrs. Karl Racher, Mr. and Mrs, Glenn Garrison, Mrs. R. Orval Hardick, 
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Horley, Mr. and Mrs. Clayton Kilbreath, Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Kingdon, 
Lloyd Kingdon Jr., Terence ' Kingdon, Mr. and Mrs. Travis Large, Mrs, William Kirk, Dr. and 
Mrs. H.B. Wallis, Mr. and Mrs, Edward Sullivan, Mr. and Mrs, Robert Lehrbass, Mr, and Mrs. 
William Wright. 























For the four years 1957 to 1961, Rev. 
Kenneth J, Lee ministered to the Pt. Edward 
Blackwell Charge. Following him have been: 


196165 Rev. Gordon Barkwell, B.A., B.D., 
PhD 


1965-78 Rev. Harry Benson, B.A., B.D. 
1978- Rev, William E, MeCosh 






Burning Of The Church Mortgage 


‘The new church opening and dedication 
services were held on December 11, 1955. 

‘The mortgage was paid off and the cere- 
mony of Burning of the Mortgage was per- 
formed at the church service on Sunday 
September 27, 1964. 


‘The Manse 


Up until 1961, the manse for the minister 
of the Point Edward/Blackwell Charge had 
been an old frame house, 401 St. Clair Street, 
in Point Edward. It was drafty and hard to 
heat in winter weather. A decision was made 
that a new manse should be built. An arrange- 
ment was worked out with Gerald Horner, a 
local builder and member of Point Edward 
United Church to construct the new house at 
16 Alice Street in Point Edward and to take 
over ownership of the old manse, the agreed 
value being applied to the cost of the new 
manse. A rented house in Point Edward was 
provided for Rev. Kenneth Lee and his fam- 
lly while the new manse was being com. 
pleted. 


CHAPTER FOUR 


The History of Blackwell Church 
United Church of Canada 
1957-1980 


In July 1961, Rev. Gordon Barkwell suc- 
ceeded Rev, Lee as minister of the Point Ed- 
ward/Blackwell Charge. Dr. and Mrs. Bark- 
well and their five children were the first oc- 
cupants of the new manse. 

‘The mortgage on the new manse was paid 
off and was burned at the Point Edward 
church service on June 12, 197, 

In 1978 a major redecoration and improve- 
‘ment project was undertaken, paid for jointly 
by Blackwell and Point Edward congregations. 





Communicants’ Classes 


‘Through the years, the ministers have con- 
ducted study sessions for young people when 
they reach the age where they have some ap- 
preciation of the significance of religion in 


ir lives. Such instruction leads to the Sun- 
day when those who wish to do so are Con- 
firmed in the Faith and welcomed as full 
members of the church. At Blackwell, young 
people who joined on profession of faith were: 































After the confirmation ceremony on April 
8, 1979 a reception was held to welcome 
them into the fellowship of the Church. 


Church Activities 


In 1966, a new Gestetner mimeograph 
machine was purchased for the use of the 
Secretary of the Charge. 

In 1967, Canada’s Centennial Year, Black- 
well congregation joined with the people of 
Point Edward United Church, and other Point 
Edward churches in a Centennial service in 
Point Edward Memorial Arena, near the end 
of May, after the close of the skating season, 
‘The speaker for the occasion was Dr. George 
Goth of London, Ontario. Also in 1967, 
Blackwell Community Hall adjacent to the 
church was purchased by Blackwell United 
Church 

In 1968, London Conference of the Un- 
ited Church of Canada met in June in Windsor, 
Ontario. James Buchanan Phelps, having com- 
pleted the three year course in theology at 
Emmanuel College in Toronto, was ordained 
into the Ministry. He is the only person from 
the Blackwell congregation to have done so in 
the one hundred years of its existence. 

In 1969, under the sponsorship of the 
Roman Catholie Church a series of special 
gatherings was organized, known as Re- 
newal *69. People of various denominations 
met in homes to discuss topics of current 
interest. This was a period when church doc- 
trine and law were being questioned anew. 

In the Sarnia area, a custom has been es- 
tablished of selecting a local person whom the 
community wishes to honour. In 1970, the 
person chosen for her voluntary services to 
her fellow residents was Mrs. Helen Caesar. 
She_was proclaimed Citizen of the Year by 
the Sarnia Observer. 

In 1971 for the first time a church ser- 
vice at Blackwell was broadcasted on local 
radio station CHOK. It: was also videotaped 
for presentation on Cable TV. 

The installation in 1972 of an electronic 
outdoor chimes and public address system in 
the church was the gift of the Telfer family 
in memory of John ‘Telfer who died August 
17, 1970 and Joseph Thomson who died 
November 3, 1971. This adds much to the 
‘tranquility of a Sunday morning and is ap- 
preciated by all comers. 

In 1973 an active young people's group 
was formed with Mr. and Mrs, A. MacNeill as 
counsellors. 

Blackwell Church anniversary in 1974 was 
observed on October 20, 1974. The special 


speaker was Rev. James B. Phelps, who at 
that time was Associate Minister at Central 
United Church in Sault Ste. Marie, Ontario, 
‘As usual Point Edward congregation joined 
with us at Blackwell for the occasion. 

1975 was the 50th Anniversary of the 
United Church of Canada, On Sunday, June 
8, 1975, a special service was held at Lamb- 
ton Centre. Following the service, lunch was 
served and races and contests were held for 
the children. Those present were invited to 
view the new addition to the Centre’s main 
building which included a large kitchen, 
conference room and resource centre. On 
June 10, 1975 the U.C.W, held an anniversary 
coffee at Blackwell Church. 

‘On October 19, 1975, Rev. Harry Benson 
conducted worship services at three nursing 
homes during the afternoon - Marshall Gow- 
land Manor, Trillium Villa and Bestview 
Lodge. This is an on going service sponsored 
by the Sarnia and District Ministerial Associ- 
ation, 

In the fall of 1975 a community survey 
was made. On Sunday November 16, church 
members went out, two to a team, to assigned 
territories and talked to residents, ascertain- 
ing their church affiliations and inviting them 
to participate in Blackwell United Church 
events. A sheet containing a summary of 
church groups and events was left with the 
people contacted, 

In 1976 Huron House Boys’ Home on 
the Lakeshore Road, which had been in exist- 
ence following the 1939-45 war, was faced 
with the need of raising money for the pur- 
chase of the building and property which 
they had occupied. A $76,000.00 fund raising 
campaign was started. With community and 
church support in the Sarnia area, the cam- 
paign reached its objective and the home for 
boys with family problems is still functioning 
in 1980. Also in 1976, a Lambton Presbytery 
Resource Centre was set up in Devine Street 
United Church in Sarnia, Films, tapes, publi 
cations and supplies are on hand there for the 
ready use of United Churches in Lambton 
County. In the summer of 1976 a vacation 
bible school was held at Blackwell United 
Church. 

‘The White Gift Sunday, an annual event, 
occurred on December 12, 1976 at Blackwell, 
The children bring small gifts to the church 
service and later on, the gifts are distributed 
to families in need at the Christmas season, 


Glenn Edward Garrison 
“This is your life” 


On the evening of April 30, 1977 several 
hundred people assembled in Blackwell Unit- 




















Glenn and Audrey Garrison 


ed Church to honour Glenn Garrison and his 
wife, Audrey. The programme was a recount 
ing of various events in his life. Born in Sarnia, 
Ontario, he has lived in Blackwell all his life. 
Special guests were called in tum to speak to 
the gathering. Mrs, Lillian Francis, his teacher 
in his youth at Blackwell School 8.8. #7, was 
the first to bring greetings. 

Soon after completing high school Glenn 
joined the staff at Autolite (Prestolite) in 
Point Edward, Ontario where he worked as a 
machinist for 34 years, 

‘Among the highlights of his life were 
Glenn’s tours of duty as a rear gunner in the 
R.C.A.F. in Britain and as instructor at Belle- 
ville, Ontario, His buddies remembered his 
skills at baseball, hockey and hunting. After 
the war he qualified for his private airplane 
pilot’s licence, Rev. Einar Egilsson, Mrs. 
Helen Caesar and Rev, Harry Benson’ spoke 
of his 20 years as Superintendent of Blackwell 
Sunday School. Roger ‘Thurston and Mrs. 
Marion Chester reminisced about Glenn's 21 
years as Cub leader. Mrs. Enid West represent- 
ed the Cub mothers. Letters and cards from 
old friends were read, as were a poem from 
his uncle, Roy Hardick and a poem by Bea- 
trice Telfer. 

Mrs. Judy Scott presented Audrey with a 
corsage and Dr. Herb Wallis presented a gift 
to Glenn, Glenn replied as best he could to 
this display of affection and honour by his 
many friends. 

‘Background research and programme were 
done by Stan and Wava Harrison and Lorne 
and Wilma Hardick. A fine record of the oc- 
casion, with photographs, letters and script 
is preserved in Glenn’s Memory Book, 


In May 1977, the London Conference of 
the United Church of Canada annual meeting 
was held at Central United Church in Sarnia. 
Mrs. Anne Egilsson, the wife of a former min- 
ister of the Blackwell/Point Edward Charge, 
Rev. Einar Egilsson, was elected to the posi- 
tion of President of London Conference. She 
was the first lay person and the second wom- 
an to hold that position since church union in 
1925. 

Early in October 1977 a huge 3 day gar- 
age and rummage sale was held at Blackwell 
Hall with proceeds of $745.00 realized. 

During 1977, newly published Good 
‘News Bibles were purchased and placed in the 
pews of the church. 

Also in 1977 a Girl Guide group was or- 
ganized by Judy Core, made up of girls from 
Blackwell United Church and St. David’s 
Anglican Church. 

‘The Blackwell Church bulletin for Sun- 
day February 12, 1978 announced that Rev. 
Harry Benson was requesting that he be left 
without a preaching charge for 11 months bs 
ginning July 81, 1978, in order that he might 
investigate a career in adult education and 
counselling, in which he had an active interest. 
He conducted the service as usual on Feb- 
ruary 12, 1978. We were all shocked to learn 
of his sudden death next day . His funeral 
service was held in Point Edward Church on 
Wednesday February 15, 1978, conducted by 
Rey. Frank Whiteley, Chairman of Lambton 
Presbytery, Rev. Lorne Myers, Rector of St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church, Point Edward and 














Rev. Robert Brown of Port Perry United 
Church. 1978 was the Centennial Year of the 
Village of Point Edward. Harry Benson had 
been the General Chairman of the Centennial 
Committee. He was also a member of Point 
Edward Village Council. 

Rev. C.W. Lewis, Minister of St. Luke’s 
United Church in Sarnia was appointed by 
Lambton Presbytery as supervising minister 
for the Point Edward Blackwell Charge until 
@ permanent ministry was established. As a 
memorial to Rev. Harry Benson the Boards 
of the two churches set up a trust fund for 
the two daughters of Harry and Shirley Ben- 
son, Kim and Christine, 

‘We were very fortunate that Rev. William 
E, MeCosh, a former resident of Sarnia and 
former minister of St. Luke's United Church 
in Sarnia was available and willing to come 
to Blackwell and Point Edward. In the mean- 
time, various ministers of Lambton Presby 
tery ‘conducted the Sunday services, while 
Rev. Lewis provided pastoral care which was 
much appreciated 

The Induction of Rev. McCosh into the 
Point Edward/Blackwell Pastoral Charge was 
conducted on June 27, 1978 at Blackwell 
United Church. The Presiding Minister was 
Rev. Aylmer Smith of Brigden United Church, 
the Preaching Minister was Rev. R. Lindsay 
of Camlachie United Church, the Inducting 
Minister was Rev. Charles Lewis of St. Luke's 
United Church in Sarnia and the Organist 
was Mrs. Lynn Winch, 

On Sunday August 6, 1978 the congre- 
gation at Blackwell welcomed Mr, MeCosh, 
his wife Edith and their family on the com” 
‘mencement of his ministry here, 

In December 1978, it was decided that 
the church should have the new smaller red 
hymn books, then available, with words only, 
in a larger type, which were more suitable for 
the congregation than the original larger book 
with music and small type. A number of these 
hymn books were donated in memory of fam- 
ily members. 

In April 1979 Mr. and Mrs, MeCosh grac- 
iously invited members of the congregation to 
an open house at the Manse, 

On April 29, 1979 Lambton Presbytery 
arranged a pulpit exchange throughout Lamb- 
ton County. Rev. James B. Phelps came to 
Blackwell and Point Edward and Rev. W.E. 
‘McCosh went to St. Paul’s United Church in 
Petrolia, 

At the Sunday service on August 26, 1979 
the guest soloist was Constance Francis New- 
land, accompanied by Mary Lou Francis. 

‘The annual Blackwell United Church corn 
roast was held at the church on September 23, 
1979. 





At Blackwell 99th anniversary the special 
speaker was Rev. Lloyd Stapleton of Dunlop 
United Church in Sarnia, The Art Christmas 
Aggregation sang, accompanied by Mrs. Arva 
McKenzie, 

At the Christmas Eve service December 
24, 1979, the church auditorium was packed 
to capacity with people. Carlton and Joan 
Sole played the organ and piano, and Caro- 
lyn Sole played the flute. The Sunday School 
Children performed a Christmas play featur- 
ing the Baby in a manger. 

Tradition has been established that Black- 
well Church has each year 2 Good Friday 
morning service and a Christmas Eve service. 
Communion is held four times a year. 

For many years now, member families 
receive in the mail the publication, The Unit- 
ed Church Observer, on what is known as the 
Every Family Plan. It keeps the members in- 
formed of church activities on the national 
scene, 


Memorial Gitts 


Over the years a number of things have 
been given to the church, some in memory of 
deceased family members. Not already re- 
corded are: 

The Baptismal Font, given by the James 
family in memory of Harold James and Ruth 
C. Crysler, 

‘The altar runner and antependium by 
Rey. and Mrs. Einar Egilsson, in 1955 when 
the new church was built. 


The clock in the sanctuary, by Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Kuindersma, in memory of their 
son Mark. 


‘The bronze cross by the Hardick family in 
memory of Earl Hardick, 


A piano by Dr. and Mrs. H. B, Wellis, 


Stacking tables by Mr. and Mrs. John Tel- 
fer and Mr, and Mrs. Allan McRae. 

Public address system and outdoor chimes 
by Beatrice Telfer and family in memory of 
John Telfer and Joseph Thomson. 

‘Twenty hymn books by Charles and Mary 
Phelps in memory of Robert Leslie Charles 
Phelps. 

Bronze plaque, with names of the min- 
isters of Blackwell Church from 1880, by Mr. 
and Mrs. H. Burton Chalmers, 

Centennial tree planted in the church 
yard, a Crimson Maple, by Beatrice Telfer. 

Two offering plates by Margaret Sitter 
and family in memory of Lloyd Sitter. 











A new altar runner and antependium by’ 
Lena James and family in memory of Wilfred 
James, 


Blackwell United Church Women 


In January 1962 in accordance with a 
decision at Toronto Headquarters, the Wom- 
en’s Missionary Society, and Women’s Associ- 
ation joined to become United Church Wom- 
en, Following is a list of the main officers 
from inauguration in 1962 until the Centen- 
nial year 1980 


ieee 
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‘These officers were greatly helped by 
others such as social convenors, programme 
convenors, Church in Society and World Out- 
reach, Actually all of the members, averaging 
about 16 women have been actively involved 
in every project. 

Im an ongoing programme, money is raised 
in a variety of ways — coffees, teas, bazaars, 
bake sales, catering for banquets and pre- 
paring lunches, The following work assign- 
ment for 1970 is typical: 


eet Sere ceser eae 
‘Dorothy Cullen, Mabel Nielsen ai 
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Blackwell United Church Women, 1980 


Front Row: 

2nd Row: 
Francis. 

Back Row: 


a1 


Margaret Siter, Mary Phelps, Dawn Rowe, Orpha Sitter, Huldah Hardick 
Helen Caesar, Ruth Cole, Enid West, Heatrice Telfer, Margaret Core, Audrey Garrison, Lillian 


Helen Mitchell, Eva Cole, Flora Congdon, Janet Hibberd, 








An annual turkey dinner was held until 
1985, In 1966 the women voted against con- 
tinuing it due to limited space and facilities 
for serving so many people at a sit-down meal. 
Church dinners are now served smorgasbord 
style, which has proved to be more satisfac- 
tory. 

In 1961, through the Canadian Save the 
Children Fund a little girl from Hong Kong 
was adopted and the Blackwell United Chureh 
Women have sponsored a child ever since. 

‘The U.C.W. has given money to help main- 
tain the Church, voting extra money for 
painting and decorating as needed, and spear- 
heading such things as new carpeting. How- 
ever, the main thrust of the U.C.W. has been 
mission and service, at home and abroad. Loc- 
ally, help has been given by visiting shut-ins, 

_ assisting residents at Bestview Nursing Home, 
and donating annually to the Sunday School, 
Bible Society, Salvation Army and other 
groups such as Huron House Boys’ Home, 
Community Girls’ Home, Home for Abused 
Wives, 404 House and the Burn Care Unit. 
The group has also helped with donations not 
in our immediate community — The Christian 
Mission to the Blind, Five Oaks, and The Un- 
ited Church Lambton Centre, 

‘As a special gift to celebrate the 50th 
Anniversary of The United Church in 1975 
and in honour of Helen Caesar, who is the 
daughter of the first Moderator of the United 
Church of Canada, Dr. George C. Pidgeon, 
they have pledged an annual donation of 
$100.00 to send a family to the Single Parent 
Camp at the United Church Lambton Centre. 

Further afield, the U.C.W. yearly sponsors 
a Cansave child, sends special food and cloth- 
ing packages abroad and sends stamps to a 
leper colony. Besides raising a large allocation 
to the Mission and Service Fund of the Un- 
ited Church, they always give a generous 
amount to Over and Above Fund, which helps 
in emergency areas abroad, and thus helps 
Blackwell Church to be one of the most. gen- 
erous churches in per capita giving to M. & 
S. in the United Church of Canada, 


‘The 1980 members of the U.C.W. are 


Lois Bremner _-Helen Mitchell, Secretary 
Helen Caesar Mary Phelps 

Eva Cole Judy Scott 

Ruth Cole Marg. Sitter 

Flora Congdon Carol Sitter, President 
Marg Core Orpha Sitter 


Dorothy Cullen 
Lillian Francis 
‘Audrey Garrison 
Mildred Gold 


Beatrice Telfer 
Dawn Rowe 

Audrey Wallis, Treasurer 
Enid West 





Gertrude Williams 
Janet Hibberd 
Edith MeCosh 


Huldah Hardick 
Wava Harrison 
Lena James 
Mary Kuindersma 


Chureh Musie 


Mrs, A. C, Francis was organist and choir 
leader for the Blackwell United Church from 
1957 to 1965, During this time she had jun- 
jor as well as adult choir. 

In 1961 a Christmas Eve service was start- 
ed by the Rev. Gordon Barkwell, The choir at 
this time was made up of former members 
who were home for the Christmas season 
from universities and colleges. The Christmas 
Eve service has been an annual event ever 
since with the Point Edward Church joining 
with us. Each year it seems to become larger 
and is a real family gathering, being held at 
7:30 in the evening so the young children are 
able to be present. In 1966 Lynn Carobin, lat- 
er Mrs, Douglas Winch became organist ‘and 
choir leader and continued until June 1978 
with the exception of one year when Miss 
Sally Smith was organist, 

Organists following Lynn’s resignation 
were Mrs. Sandy Gartshore and Mrs. Betty 
Workman, 

As of November 4, 1979 Mrs, Marianne 
Clift began duties as organist and choir leader. 
Present choir members are Orpha Sitter, 
Dawn Rowe, Sandy and Bob Eyre, Audrey 
and Glenn Garrison, Margaret Sitter, Helen 
Mitchell, Margaret Core, Mary Hislop, Betty 
Workman, Laura Hibberd, Wendy ‘Sopel, 
Gertrude Williams, Douglas ‘and Mary Fergu: 
son, Sicily and John Chorostecki, Cathy 
Kuindersma, and Daphne Gardner. 


Several times each year the congregation 
of Blackwell Church welcomes back two out. 
standing musicians who grew up in the com- 
munity. To celebrate the 100th Anniversary, 
on September 27th and 28th, 1980 they will 
perform together here in concert. 

Constance (Francis) Newland attended 
Blackwell School and Sarnia Collegiate. Dur- 
ing these years she won many awards at an- 
nual musie festivals. She then graduated from 
the Faculty of Music of the University of Tor- 
onto, majoring in both piano and voice. Since 
then’she has earned many awards in singing, 
one of the highlights being the winner of the 
Canadian Centennial Competition in voice in 
1967 at Charlottetown, P.E.I. She was the 
recipient of a Canada Council grant to study 
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Blackwell Church Choir, 1980 
In front: Marianne Clift, organist and choir leader. 
Front Row: Rev. W. E. McCosh, Dawn Rowe, Audrey Garrison, Margaret Core, Orpka Sitter, Mary Hislop, 
Cathy Kuindersma, Mary Ferguson, 
Back Row: Glenn Garrison, John Chorostecki, Margaret Sitter, Sicily Chorostecki, Betty Workman, Bob Eyre, 
Helen Mitchell. 


Mary Lou Francis and Connie Newland in 
Centennial Concert September 27. 


with Elizabeth Schwarzkopf and John Wust- 

Connie teaches Voice on the staff of the, 
Faculty of Music, University of Western On- 
tario in London, Ontario. She continues as a 
performing musician in many fields: in con- 
cert with classical guitarist, Ray Sealey; 
soprano soloist at Metropolitan United 
Church in London, Ontario; in the Canadian 
opera, “Anne of Green Gables”; with sym- 
phony orchestras and in oratorios and solo 
concerts. She is also in demand as an adjudi- 
cator in music festivals across Canada, 


Mary Lou Francis attended Blackwell 
School and Samia Central Collegiate. During 
these years she was a regular prizewinner at 
the Lambton County Music Festival, She re- 
ceived a Teaching Certificate from the Lake- 
shore Teachers’ College in Toronto. For two 
years she taught grade 2 and music at Wood- 








land Elementary School in Sarnia, Next, she 
applied for and was accepted as a scholarship 
student at the University of Rochester East- 
man School of Music. Upon completion of 
her Bachelor of Music degree with a major in 
performance, she held several teaching posi- 
tions in Rochester and Buffalo, N.Y, During 
this time she completed her Master of Music 
degree, 

Moving to New York City, she soon join- 
ed the Piano Faculty of the Third Street Mus- 
ie School Settlement in Manhattan, the old- 
est continuing music school in North’ America, 
founded in 1894. Shortly she was appointed 
Registrar and last year, Education Director, 
She supervises a staff of 54 teachers and 1200 
music students. 





Both Connie and Mary Lou enjoy per- 
forming as compared to music appreciation 
only. We at Blackwell are fortunate to wel- 
come back two outstanding musicians. 


Presentation of the Centennial Bronze Plaque 
Lillian Francis and Burt Chalmers 































Audrey Wallis and Audrey Garrison 


Centennial Celebration 


1980 ushered in the Centennial year of 
Blackwell United Church. A series of events 
have been planned to take place throughout 
the year. On February 3, 1980 a bronze 
plaque inscribed with the names of all the 
ministers who have served in Blackwell Church 
was dedicated, Mrs, Lillian Francis read a 
short history of the Church. The plaque was 
presented to the Church by Mr. and Mrs, H.B. 
Chalmers. Also the congregation sang a new 
Centennial Hymn, the words of which were 
composed by Mrs. Beatrice Telfer. 

On June 25, 1980 an old-fashioned straw- 
berry social and garden party was held on the 
church grounds. Catherine Passingham record- 
ed the event in pictures of people in costumes 
of yesteryear. The United Church Women re 
enacted the first meeting of the Blackwell 
Ladies’ Aid held at the home of Mrs, Wheat- 
ley on September 2, 1908. One item of busi- 
ness was recorded in the original minute book 
as follows: 


“Moved by Mrs. Hardick and. sec’d by 
‘Mrs, Albert James that the Ladies’ Aid 





1980 Re-enactment of the first Ladies’ Aid Meeting, September 2, 1908 
Flora Congdon, Helen Mitchell, Audrey Garrivon, Lillian Francis, Lena James 
In rear: Margaret Core, Mary Phelps 


Lena Jomes and Margaret Core Margoret Sitter, Charles Phelps and Suzanne Yates 





























will provide twenty-five yards of carpet 
for the parsonage. Carried. 

Moved by Mrs. Fred West seconded by 
Mrs. Telfer that Mrs. Joseph Hardick look Blackwell United Church 
sttes the-exrpet saa Came Centennial Committee 

Apparently the ladies made the carpet 1980 
themselves ! 


‘There will be sports events, special music, Prd on a ose 
coffees, teas, bake sales, pot luck suppers, re- Margaret Core Seoreiary. 
ceptions, a strawberry social and a com roast, Meets eee | 
‘The high light will be the 100th Anniversary is 
service on Sunday, September 28, 1980. The Working Commites j 





jest speaker will be Dr. Robert McClure, 
Medical Missionary and former Moderator of Don and Mary Hislop Publicity 
the United Church of Canada. Connie Francis Ruth Cole Telephone 


Newland and Mary Lou Francis will provide Carol Sitter ‘Telephone | 
Neat Beatrice Teiter Letters | 

In October there will be a slide presen- Jaltian Brencis: Letters 
tation by John Wheatley on the history of Judy Seott Log Book | 
Blackwell Church and Community. Marg Sitter Fictures: 

rom time to time, former ministers of Bob Kuindersma Fund Raising 
the Blackwell Church will be here to conduct Ruth: Cole Warship: 
coi esevinee Burt Chalmers Plaque 

ee a 


Hasti-notes, sketches of the old church 
and souvenir plates will be available for sale. 






Blackwell Centennial Committee, 1980 

Front Row: Ruth Cole Audrey Carson (chairman); Helen Rogers (ecrtary); Dorothy Wood: 

Standing: Charles Phelps, Margaret Core, Margaret Sitter, Lillian Francis, Catherine Passingham, Beatrice 
Telfer, Burt Chalmers. = pea 
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Blackwell Church Board of Management, 1980 
Front row: Carol Sitter, Mildred Gold, Audrey Garrison (chairman), Margaret Sitter, Ruth Cole. 
2nd Row: Helen Rogers, Lillian Francis, Audrey Wallis, Margaret Core, Burt Chalmers, Glenn Garrison. 
Back Row: Rev, W. E. MeCosh, Charles Phelps, Alex Gold, Herbert Was, Charles Cole, William Gardner, 
Basit Brown, Clean Mitchell 


Blackwell Elders, 1980 
Front Row, L. to R. Mary Phelps, Dawn Rowe, Ruth Cole, Mildred Gold, 


nd Row, L, to R, Doug Ferguson, Glenn Mitchell, Birt Passingham, Burt Chalmers, Charles Phelps. 
Back Row, L. to R. Glenn Garrison, Charles Cole, Bill Scott, Rev, Wm. E, MeCosh, James Yates. 
aa 









Blackwell United Church 
‘Board of Management 
1980 



































General Chairman, 
Audrey Garrison 


Worship 
Ruth Cole, Chairman 

Helen Rogers, Vice Chairman 
Mile Gold Seeretary 

Bil Seoct 

Bob Kuindersms 

Glenn Garrison 

Burt Chalmers 

Mary Phelps 

Audiey Wali 


Ministry 
(Charles Phelps, Chairman 


Margaret Core, Secretary 
Glesn Mitchell, 

Bl Gardner 

Margaret Sitter 


Projets, Public Relations 
and Nominations 

Bob Kuindersma, Chairman 
ob Jones, Vioe Chairman 
Alex Gold, Secretary 

Carol Stee 

Milred Gold 

on Hutchinson 

‘Audrey Garrison 


Blackwell United Church 
Session of Elders 
1980 


Clerk of Session 
‘Term Expires 1980 


Ruth Cole 
Glenn Garrison 
Mary Phelps 

Doug Ferguson 
Fred McNaught 


Term Expires 1981 


Ruth Cole 
Mildred Gold 
Birt Passingham 
Glenn Mitchell 
Burt Chalmers 
Charles Rowe 
Herbert Wallis 
John Yates 


‘Term Expires 1982 


Term Expires 1983 
‘Term Expires 1984 


‘Glenn Garson, Vice Chairman 


Goneral Secretary 
Helen Rogers 


Education 
Sohn Yates, Chairman 
Dawns Rowe, Viee Chama 
Lillian Francie, Secretary 
‘Audrey G 

Carol iter 
eth Cole 
Helen Rogers 
Margaret Core 
doe Wood 
Margaret Sittor 





Finance 
Burt Chalmers, Chairman 
Basil Brown, Vice Chaleman 
Bill Scott, Secretary 
Avurey Wallis 

Peter Haris 

Doug Ferguson 

Herbert Walle 

Charis Cole 


Property 
oer Haris, Chairman 

Gena Mol, Vee Chatman 
Si Gardner, Sore 

Bob Jones a 

‘ec ld 

Dog Ferguson 

Bast ron 

Girone Coke 





‘Trustees 


Rev. W. E, McCosh, 
Clarence Coke 
Glenn Mitchell 
Dr. Herbert Wallis 


Point Edward/Blackwell Charge 


Chairman 
Secretary 
Treasurer 


Rev. William FE, McCosh 
William Scott 
Mrs. Glenda Hutchinson 


‘The Centennial Hymn 
‘Take Time to Remember 


Take time to remember 
‘The years that are past, 

With thoughts of our first church 
and memories that last. 

‘Take time now to honor 
‘Those brave pioneers, 

Who toiled and who struggled 
‘Through hard early years. 


Take time now to worship, 
Sing hymns and give praise; 

With thanks to the Master 
For these happy days. 


‘Take time to greet old friends 
‘And welcome the new; 
‘Thus joined in devotion 
Our faith to renew. 


‘Take time for wise planning, 
‘The future to face, 
So all our dear children 
Will cherish this place. 
‘May God’s richest blessings 
Still be with us here; 
Long may we remember 
‘Our Centennial Year. 


Beatrice Telfer 
(Gung to the tune of “Take Time to Be Holy”) 


CHAPTER FIVE 


Blackwell Sunday School 


‘The Sunday School was probably started 
soon after 1880, when there was accommoda- 
tion in the newly-built church. The first super- 
intendent was Ernest B, Petry, Grand Trunk 
Railway station agent at Blackwell, and one 
of the first church trustees. The 1879 mem- 
bership roll for Point Edward Church records 
that the membership of Emnest and Amanda 
Petry was transferred from Point Edward to 
Blackwell 

The oldest records, minutes of three 
teachers’ meetings, date from 1886. ‘The 
names of T. C. Wheatley, J. H. Modeland and 
H. Graham appear as teachers and Misses 
English and Gallic as assistants, Mention was 
made of a Sunday School picnic arranged for 
June 10th and in September the teachers de- 
cided to meet each Wednesday in the church 
after prayer meeting to practise singing. 

‘Attendance records for part of 1890 

reveal the following average attendance: 
Bible Class, 9; Boys, 9; Girls, 6; Teachers and 
Officers, 4; total, 28. The average weekly col- 
lection was seventeen cents. The annual re- 
port for 1890 reads as follows: 


Income Brpenses 
unos rom 689, .. § 8.98. Papa pose we... $12.18 
Tos ba 


The publications ordered for 1890 were: 
1 Banner, 60c; 20 Pleasant Hours, $4.40; 
10 Sunbeams, $1.50; 35 Berean Leaf, $2.10; 
20 Northen Messenger, $4.00. 

Doubtless the most interesting document 
in our church records is the Sunday School 
pledge book, a gift from H. T. Modeland, 
about 1886, ‘The book was used until 1924 
and there are 188 names attached to the 
pledge. Some of the signers were under ten 
years of age. The so-called “Band of Hope” 
pledge reads as follows: “TRIPLE PLEDGE 
AGAINST LIQUOR, TOBACCO AND PRO- 
FANITY. I hereby solemnly promise to ab- 
stain from the use or sale of all Spirituous or 











Malt Liquors, Wine or Cider, as a beverage, 
from the use of tobacco in'any form, and 
from all profanity. I also promise not to as- 
sociate with those who do any of these things, 
without trying to help them by word and ex- 
ample to reform. Signed... ” 

Records for 1905-06 give the following 
enrolment: Senior Bible Class, 11; Junior 
Bible Class, 8; Boys Intermediate, 11; Girls 
Intermediate, 10; Juvenile, 18; teachers and 
officers, 6; total, 64. 

Christmas entertainments were put on for 
many years by the Sunday School, The Sun- 
day Schoo! subscribed to missionary journals 
and made donations to missions, a Sunday 
School Aid and Extension Fund, Young 
People’s Forward Movement and the Lord's 
Day Alliance. On one occasion they were in 
debt on account of too liberal donations. 
Rally Day jis first mentioned in 1913. The 
Sunday School also undertook to pay the 
church janitor for several years. The name of 
Stephen Richardson should also be mentioned 
as an active Sunday School worker in the ear- 
ly days of the church. 

Over the years the average Sunday School 
attendance increased from twenty-five in 
1942 to forty-nine in 1951 and seventy-one 
in 1956. The largest attendance on record was 
that of May 5, 1957, when 106 were present, 

For several years the M. & M. contribu- 
tion from the Sunday School came from the 
Birthday Box; later the first collection of each 
month was donated to the Fund until the 
envelope system was introduced into the Sun- 
day School in 1955. With its use the collec- 
tions were almost doubled, 








Earl Hardick 











Donna Lewis’ Sunday School Class 
Front Row: Lena Cox, Gayle Howson, Sally Smith 
(holding Mary Lou Francis): Jack Somer, 
2nd Row: Pauline Somes, Lois Garrison, Connie 
Francis, Roger Hardick, Fern Telfer 
In back: Donna Lewis (teacher. 





Jack Hardick’s Sunday School Class 
1956 - 1957 

Front Row: Donald Phelps, John Stokes, Wayne West. 

Back Row: Jack Cox, Wayne Atmore, Bob Kingdon, 

Larry Phillips, Don Kingdon, Jack Hardick (teacher), 


In the days of the old church, the Sun. 
day School met in the auditorium of the 
church. A teacher would stand in one pew 
and the class would sit facing him in the next 
pew. Just a few seats away would be another 
teacher and class and thus as many as five 
classes were accommodated, When the church 
no longer had enough space the Blackwell 
School Board permitted the use of part of the 
school for the younger children while plans 
for the new church were being made. The 
opening and dedication services of the new 
church were held on December 11, 1955. 

In 1957 the Sunday School was equipped 
with tables and benches, made by Mr. John 








Telfer with the help of Messrs. Robert Garri- 
son, Lloyd Kingdon and Earl Hardick. Sunday 
School met at 11 a.m. at the close of church 
service and classes were held in the church 
auditorium, vestry, choir loft and basement, 
including the kitchen, 

Superintendents of the Sunday School 
have been Messrs. Emest E. Petry, 1880- 
1884; Thomas C, Wheatley, 1884-1923; Fred- 
erick’ Somes, Sr., 1923-1934; Charles A. 
Somes, 1935-1944; John Wheatley, 1945; 
Earl Hardick, 1946-56; Glenn Garrison, 1957- 
1976. The office of assistant superintendent 
was held for many years by John Wheatley, 
later by Charles Phelps, and Jack Hardick 
Teachers and officers of the Sunday School 
were appointed at annual congregational 
meetings until 1953 when this responsibility 
was handed over to the Sunday Sehool, 


Note: Sunday School enrolments in 1939 
and 1957 are listed at the end of this Chap- 
ter in footnotes 1 and 2. 


By 1956 the Sunday School had purchas 
ed, over several years, and had on hand a 
slide and film-strip projector and a portable 
sereen for the projector, duplex envelopes, 
scissors, crayons, paper, file box, one dozen 
Bibles and weekly Sunday School papers from 
United Church Publishing House and David 
C. Cook. In 1956 the names of the Sunday 
School papers were: Onward, Canadian Boy, 
Sunday Pix, Story Hour, Primary Bible Sto- 
ries and Kindergarten Bibie Stories 

The late 1950's and the early 1960's were 
the years of largest attendance at Blackwell 
United Church Sunday School. In 1961, be- 
sides the Superintendent and the Secretary 
Treasurer and his assistants there were 12 
teachers! ‘The highest attendance was 121 
people, with an average attendance of 85. In 
that year, the Sunday School started to spon- 
sor a refugee child through the Canadian Save 
the Children Fund. The first child was Man 
Wa Ho who lived with his family in Macao, a 
Portuguese Colony on the coast of China. 

Also as a gesture of esteem, Bibles were 
presented to older students who were leaving 
home to attend colleges or universities. 

In 1963, there were 142 children on the 
Sunday Schoo! roll, with an average attend- 
ance of 105. 

In 1964, the average attendance including 
teachers was 112. The highest attendance for 
any one Sunday was 131 on November 8, 
1964. The collection for the year totalled 
$800.05. It was in 1964 that the United 
Church of Canada published a selection of 
hard-cover books for pupils of various age 


groups and teachers’ guides known as the New 
Curriculum. Purchase of these books practi- 
cally depleted the Sunday School treasury. 

In_ 1965, the Sunday School enrolment 
was 112 children plus a staff of 17 teachers 
and officers. 

The following summary indicates the 
activity: 

Average Total 
Year Attendance Collection 


1953 44 $167.00 
1954 87 236.00 
1955 87 323.73 
1956 a 459.19 
1961 85 633.94 
1962 107 721.78 
1963 105 680.25 
1964 112 800.05 
1965 108 775.30 


‘Throughout these busy years, operating in 
extremely crowded conditions, Glenn Garri- 
son was Sunday School Superintendent. 

Sunday School enrolment for 1966 is 
summarized in footnote 3 at the end of this 
chapter. 


Names of Sunday School pupils in years 
1967-68 are given in footnote 4. 


Helen Caesar was in charge of the junior 
school. Some of the classes were held in 
Blackwell Hall, adjacent to the church, In ad- 
dition to using the church auditorium and the 
basement area there were classes in the choir 
loft, the vestry, the kitchen and the store- 
room. At this time, church convened at 10 
a.m, and Sunday School at 11 a.m. 

In 1966, the U.C.W. and the mothers of 
the children entertained the Sunday School 
teachers at a dinner in appreciation of their 
efforts, 

In 1969, the Sunday School papers were: 
Collage, Rapport, Wow and Surprise. 

‘The number of children attending Sunday 
School remained at a high level for several 
more years but there was then a gradual de- 
crease in attendance, 

‘The following is quoted from the annual 
report for the year 1972, 


“With the completion of the renovation of 
the church hall in September, a new distribu- 
tion of the location of Sunday School classes 
was made as follows, 


Church Hall: 9:30 - 10:00 A. 


‘Young People’s class, with leadership giv- 
en by Rev. Harry Benson, Mrs. Mabel 





Blackwell Sunday School, 1980 





Front Row, L. to R. Craig Hutchinson, Nicholas Yates, Jill Hutchinson, Laura Walker, Sasha Green, Emily Green, 


Shawna Smith 





2nd Row, L. to R. Randy Scott, Marcia Wood, Tina Massicotte, Erin Mann. 
3rd Row, L. to R. Suzanne Yates, teacher, holding Alyssa Walker, Tim Joleun, Chris Wood, Sara James, Susan 
MeNaught, David Rowe, Glenda Hutchinson, teacher, holding Naomi Smith 
Back Row, L. to R. Keith Rowe, teacher, Jay Passingham, Brian Rowe, Sandra Gold, Tessa Joleun, Anne James, 


holding Stephanie Walker. 


Campbell and Mrs. Glenn Garrison, Ex- 
tensive use of audio-visuals is a feature of 
this department, 


10 - 11 am. Junior Department, Superin- 
tended by Mrs, Helen Caesar, assisted by 
Mrs. Margaret Core and Miss Laurene Bre- 
sete, Guest speakers from all walks of life 
often make presentations to this gathering 


Main Church Building: 10 - 11 a.m. 


‘The Kindergarten and Primary pupils be- 
gin by attending church with their parents, 
Part way through the service they retire to 
the basement for classes. Teachers are 
Mrs. Glenda Hutchinson, Mrs. Carolyn 
Sopel and Mrs. Mary Ellen James. 

The Nursery is held in the kitchen during 
the service. It is directed by Miss Suzanne 
Mitchell. 





A special feature of the past year was the 
sending to camp at the Lambton United 
Church Centre of seven children and young 
people. They were chosen because of their 
good attendance records. The Sunday School 
aid part of their fees. ” 

In 1978 the children going to camp were: 
‘Terry Stokes, Arnold Bresette, Laurene Bre- 
sette, Brian Mitchell, Susan Lennox, Jeff Pass- 
ingham, David Garrison, Patti Lennox. Those 
eligible but unable to go were: Lynn Stuart, 
Karen Rogers, James Cole and Richard Bley. 
Suzanne Mitchell was a Councillor-in-training 
that year. 

By 1974, the Sunday School Staff was as 
follows: 

‘Teachers: Glenn Garrison, Ruth Cole, Helen 
Caesar. Nursery: Lori Passingham. ‘Crafts: 
Carolyn Harris. Superintendent: Glenn Garri- 











son, See-Treas: Mary Phelps. Asst. Sec-Treas: 
Karen Rogers 


Names of Sunday School pupils in years 
1974-75 are given in footnote 5 

During 1975 a new movie projector was 
purchased for the use of the Church and Sun- 
day School. 

In 1976 the staff was as follows: 
Superintendent: William Scott. ‘Teachers: 
Janet Hibberd, Dorothy Wood, Wayne Caslick 
Sec-Treas: Mary Phelps. Nursery: Patti Len- 
nox, Susan Lennox, Laura Hibberd. 

in 197, Dorothy Wood took on the dut 
ies of Sec-Treas. of the Sunday School. Names 
of Sunday School pupils in 1977 are given in 
footnote 6. 

By 1980, there were 14 children on the 
Sunday School roll: 

April Cole Tim Joleun 
David Cole Tina Massicotte 
Dawn Cole Fraser McNaught 
Lisa Galloway Jay Passingham 
Jason Harris Randy Scott 
Craig Hutchinson Christopher Wood 
Jill Hutchinson Marcia Wood 


Sunday School Officers 


Glenn Garrison carried on as Superin- 
tendent of the Sunday School from 1957 
until 1976, From then until 1979 William 
Scott was Superintendent, 

Helen Caesar taught about 13 years and 
was also Superintendent of Primary and Jun: 
for classes. She wrote and produced many 
short plays which were acted out by the child- 
ren at Sunday School. Occasionally the child- 
ren were taken to nursing homes in the area 
where they presented one of their plays. 
Chief assistant was Margaret Core, Helpers 
were older pupils; Marie Bremner, Eleanor 
Caesar, Peggy Congdon and others. 

Margaret Sitter taught the Kindergarten 
and Primary children for 14 years, with help 
from the older pupils. Later Mary Ellen James 
taught the smaller children. 


For 3 years, Mr. Benson held classes for 
young people in Blackwell Hall before the 10 
‘a.m. church service 

Ruth Cole taught an Intermediate Class of 
twenty girls ages 10 to 12 years, during sev- 
eral seasons, She was Assistant Superintendent 
to William Scott. 

William Scott and John Bley taught the 
two Senior Classes, grades 7 and 8 in Black- 
well Hall. 

Carolyn Harris taught crafts to Sunday 
School children for special events such as 
Easter and Christmas. 

There were a number of Secretary-Treasur- 
ets of the Sunday School over the years 

Peter Wellington, 1882-1911; T.C. Wheat- 
ley, 1911-1928; Leslie Somes, 1923-197? 
Maty Telfer, Violet Thurston . . . Reta Somes, 
1937-1939; Jean Garrison, 1940; Hazel Somes 
1941; Thelda Hardick, 1942; Mrs, Russell 
Landon, 1943-45; Mrs, Malcolm Thurston, 
1946-48; Joan Smith, 1949-52; Fem Telfer, 
1953-54; Edward Phelps, 1955-57; James 
Phelps, secretary, (George Caesar, assistant); 
Dale Hardick, ‘treasurer, (Dennis Neave, 
assistant), Donald Phelps, Margaret Phelps, 
Mary. Phelps, Karen Rogers and Dorothy 
Wood. 

In 1980, Dorothy Wood is in charge of 
the Sunday’ School, with teachers, Glenda 
Hutchinson, Keith Rowe and Suzanne Yates. 


Picnics 


Sunday School pienies are a tradition of 
long standing. Commencing in 1972, the pic- 
nic was held at Lambton Centre, the Lambton 
Presbytery complex located on the shore of 
Lake Huron, twenty miles east of Blackwell. 
‘The picnic in 1973 was preceded by a church 
service in the old frame church building on 
the camp grounds. Prior to the acquisition 
of the Lambton Centre property, the picnics 
were held on the chureh grounds or at Cana- 
tara Park, After lunch, games are the popular 
activity; foot races, ‘novelty races, peanut 
scramble, tug-of-war, rock hunt and a ball 
game. In June, the lake is too cold to entice 
swimmers, bathers or even waders! 


FOOTNOTES 


CHAPTER FIVE 


1. Sunday School Enrolment, 1939 


Officers: Superintendent, Charles A. Somes, Secretary-Treasurer, Reta Somes; Missions 
‘Treasurer and Organist, Leah Purdy. 





‘Teachers: Rev. W. T. Cleave, John Wheatley, Mrs. J. H. Modeland, Miss Leah Purdy, Mise 
Reta Somes; Assistants, Mrs. Herbert West, Miss Abigail Wheatley, Jean Garrison. 

Adult Class: Will James, Mrs, Charles Somes, Mrs. Landon, 

Boys: Arnold Anderson, Jim Anderson, Thomas (Bud) Sole, Ray Hardick, Lome Hardick, 
Ken Hardick, Garry Somes, Raymond Core, Garnet Core, Howard West, Garnet Landon, Billie 
Smith, Ronald Smith, Roy Garrison, Glenn Garrison, Bob Garrison, Mark Long, Earl Sitter, Ross 
Smith, Alfred Heytens, Bobbie Sitter, Lyle Sole, Fred Sole, Jack Lewis, Jack Somes, Dale Hard- 
ick, Donald Blake, 

Girls; Jean Garrison, Hazel Somes, Margaret Somes, Enid Somes, Audrey Anderson, Janet 
Smith, Thelda Hardick, Jean Berdan, Maxine Sitter, Mary Sitter, Evelyn Garrison, Eva Somes, 
Annie Purdy, Marjorie Sitter, Donna Lewis, Joan Smith, Dorothy Smith, June Garrison, Shirley 
Hardick, Norma Somes, 


2. Sunday School Enrolment, December, 1957 

Senior Class: Mr. Charles Phelps, teacher; Joan Hardick, Bill Fluter, Gerry Neave, David 
Phelps, Terry Kingdon, Margery Neave, Beverly Racher, Bonnie Sullivan, Bill Caesar, Caroline 
Garrison, Joanne and Dianne Conway, Lynne Carobin. 

Intermediate Class: Mrs. A. C. Francis, teacher; Gail Chalmers, Beverly Mitchell, Donald 
Kingdon, Robert Kingdon, Wayne Atmore, Larry Phillips, Carol Sullivan, Marcia Stack, Donna 
McEachem, 

Junior Boys: Mr. Jack Hardick, teacher; Jackie Cox, Richard Mitchell, Terry Somes, Wayne 
West, Brie Fowler, Donald Phelps, Tommy Stokes, Jimmy Atmore, Gordon Stokes, Calvin Wallis 

Junior Girls: Mrs. J. H. Hext, teacher; Mary Caesar, Judy Garrison, Donna Hillier, Sharon Kil- 
breath, Vivian Neave, Sharon Racher, Janet Hackworth, Jane Bremner, Layne Carobin, Cathy 
Garrison, Vera Hardick, Linda McEachern, Patty West, Evelyn Atmore, Avril Sutton, Glenda 
Garrison’ 











Primary 3: Mrs. Ray Berdan, teacher; Marie Bremner, Peggy Congdon, Jackie Conway, Judy 
Crone, John Cullis, Steven Heslop, Linda Robson, Penny Somes, Jim Soper, Kerry Sutton, Don. 
ald Wheeler, Linda Berdan, Margaret Phelps, Steven Racey, Carol Somes, Marsha Racey, Adeline 
‘Yeates, 

Primary 2: Mrs. Lloyd Sitter, teacher; Janet Scott, Jane Henderson, Lorna Hardick, Marlene 
West, James Mitchell, Guy Berdan, Brian Hunt, Douglas Beatty, Mary Lynn Fluter, Donna 
Sullivan, Edward Wright, 

Primary 1: Mrs. Howard Beatty, teacher; Rosemary Lambert, Dianne Hardick, Eleanor 
Caesar, Brian Racher, Susan Mitchell, Dale Robson, Wendy Alpaugh, Nancy Soper. 

Kindergarten Class: Mary Lou Francis, teacher, Chuck: Alpaugh, Julie Duncombe, Allison 
Fowler, John Garrison, Sandra Gauthier, Scott Henderson, Jimmy Mitchell, Beverley’ Sutton, 
Carol Wright, Ann Kershaw, David Hyde, Mark Sargent. 

Beginners’ Class: Mrs, Fred Bremner, teacher, Mickey Racey, Susan Kingdon, Pat Hardick, 
‘Tyler Thomson, Bradley Thomson, Gwen Atmore, Suzanne Mitchell, Jane Kirk, Susan Gauthier, 
Gene Stokes, Bobby Stokes, Sandi Alpaugh, Johnny Kershaw, Sharon Yeates, Jessica Harton, 
Tony Sutton, Mary Lou Hext, Esther Hardick, Mark Sargent, Robin Garrison, Susie Wright, 

3, Sunday School Enrolment, 1966 

Superintendent, Glenn Garrison, 


Teachers: Fern Tice, Isla Lennox, Pat West, Janet Hibberd, Wava Harrison, Marie Bremner, 
Margaret Sitter, Helen Mitchell, Helen Caesar, Eleanor Caesar, Peggy Congdon, Cathy Garrison, 
Lorna Hardick, Fran Neave, Birdie Hext, Glenn Garrison, William Scott, John Lennox, Ruth 
Cole, 


Number of children enrolled: Nursery, 15; Kindergarten, 13; Primary Classes, 38; Junior 
Classes, 44; Intermediate, 8; Senior, 17, 





4, Sunday Schoo! Enrolment, 1967-68, 
Nursery Class: Mrs. Wm. Kirk, Teacher; Fern Tice and Isla Lennox, Helpers; Richard Scott, 
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Meredith Scott, Laura Hibberd, Bill Core, Mary Kirk, Lewis Rogers, Cathy Kuindersma, Tod 
MacNeill, Pam Ferris, Vicky James, Julie Glendon. 

Primary 1. Vivian Neave and Pat West, Teachers; Janet Francis, Janice Passingham, David 
Farris, David Kuindersma, Andrew Hibberd, Calvin Laur, Donna Crone, 

Primary 2: Mrs. Lloyd Sitter, Teacher; Ronald Hardick, Paul Hyde, Jennie Stokes, Lori 
Smith, Brad Lightfoot, Roderick Bley, John Bley 

Primary 3: Peggy Congdon and Jane Henderson, Teachers; Glenn Farris, Danny Glendon, 
Brian Hamilton, Scott Joiner, Marsha Morreau, Terry Parker, Chris Sitter, Perry Tice, Sharon 
Vanderlinden, Shelly Smith, Ronnie Taylor, Perry Hyde, Karen Henning, Janet McCabe, Jim 
O'Donnell, Anne O'Donnell. 

Junior 1: Mrs. Chris Smith, Teacher; Ken Laur, Brad Blake, Arnold Bresette, Dolores Lazaruk, 
Jeff Horley, Maurice Lambert, Marlene Lambert. 

Junior 2: Mrs, Helen Caesar, Teacher; Karen Rogers, Debra Hyde, Lori Stuart, Joan Harrison, 
Judy Core, Vickie Tice, Laurene Bresette, Nancy Bageley, Brian Smith, David Garrison, Lisa 
Kershaw. 

Junior 3: Glenn Garrison, Teacher; Marilyn Cole, Assistant; Terry Soper, Marnie Hamilton, 
Lynn Stuart, Melody Bresette, Cheryl Nicholls, Marilyn Hardick, Cathy La Pier, Evelyn Huebl, 
Stephanie Gardner, Mary Ellen Feeney. 

Intermediate 1: William Scott, Teacher; Carol Wright, Susan Wright, Ann Crowdis, Heather 
Stuart, Tom Core, Mary Lou Hext, Geraldine Laur, Gail Laur, Kevin Moorehouse, Brian West. 

Intermediate 2: John Bley, Teacher; Susan Campbell, Catharine Hext, Kerry Kirk, Suzanne 
Mitchell, Mark Smith, Jane Soper, Kathie Wright, Susan Joiner, Rick Heslop, Stuart Gardner. 

Senior Class: Mrs. Charles Cole, Teacher; Eleanor Caesar, Assistant; Vivian Cole, Virginia 
Cole, Duncan Crowdis, Carol Feeney, John Garrison, Dianne Hardick, Jane Kirk, Sandy Me- 
Cracken, Jack McCracken, John McFadyen, Jim Mitchell, Barry Smith, Nancy Soper, Ed Wright. 


5. Sunday School Enrolment, 1974-75 


James Cole, Bill Core, Paul Denney, Dianne Francis, Nancy Ferguson, Steven Ferguson, 
Daphney Gardner, Julie Glendon, Sandra Gold, Chris Guilfoyle, Jason Harris, John Harris, Laura 
Hibberd, Rob Hislop, Jennifer Hopkins, Heather Hopkins, Janet Kershaw, Carol Kirk, Mary Kirk, 
Carolyn’ Lennox, Lee Main, Brian Mitchell, Diana Noel, Paul Noel, Jay Passingham, Scot Perry, 
Todd Perry, Denise Plumb, ‘Terry Purcell, Karen Rogers, Lewis Rogers, Brian Rowe, David Rowe, 
Keith Rowe, Karen Sandercock, Meredith Scott, Richard Scott, Steven Sitter, Mark Sopel, 
Wendy Sopel, Christopher Wood, Marcia Wood. Thirty families represented. 


6. Sunday School Enrolment, 1977 


Sandra Gold, Bill Core, Meredith Scott, Randy Scott, Chris Wood, Marcia Wood, John 
Harris, Jason Harris, Steven Rogers, David Rowe, J. Hibberd, Daphney Gardner, Craig Hutchin- 
son, Tina Massicotte, Lisa Galloway, Laura James, Sara James, Tim Joleun, Jay Passingham, 
15 families were represented, 










CHAPTER SIX 


Local Industries | 





‘Threshing on the farm of Henry West, Blackwell 1917 
Standing on separator: Stanley West, Fred Baker, Ben Devorse, Jack Hooper, Henry West Jr., Roy Felton, Carl 
West, Keith West, Gordon Brown, Gordon West, 
On ground: Ed Robinson (owner), Joe Logan, Leah West, Pearl Wellington, Vie Wellington, Myrtle West, Elba 


West, Harold Trafford, Ernie Whiting, Clarence Felton, Henry West Sr., Henry Fralick, Mrs. Henry West, Mrs, 
Ed Joyce. 
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Farming in Blackwell 


When Lake Wawanosh was drained, the 
lake bed was found to be valueless for farming, 
Some thirty years ago, the late Mr. R. A 
Hooper wrote: “In 1896 I bought lot 12, con- 
cession 8, Sarnia Township, and Jim Craig Sr. 
said to me, ‘Let’s grow beets for Wallaceburg.’ 
We succeeded in getting up half a car and 
thought we were doing business. But I saw 
1500 acres of poor, flooded land and discov- 
ered our land lacked phosphate. I sent for 
some to try out and it was such a success I 
took orders for a car lot — next year two cars 
— and we were shipping out ten cars of beets 
a day and storing.” With the treatment of the 
soil with the nutrients which it lacked, the 
lake bed increased enormously in value and 
Blackwell became a prosperous farming com- 
munity. 


‘The following is the description of a Black- 
well farm in a 1905 real estate journal: “One 
hundred acres in the Township of Samia, 
County of Lambton, all cleared, 12 acres 
meadow, 20 acres pasture, level, all drained 
by open drains, soil — 7 acres gravelly loam, 
balance black loam, watered by well, 2% 
acres orchard, mixed fruit, 1% story frame 
house 30 x 16, frame kitchen 12 x 14, 8 rooms 
in house, barn 50 x 35, brick stable under full 
size barn, brick drive shed 18 x 30, frame sta- 
ble 14 x 35, granary over drive shed, brick 
milk house 14 x 20, brickyard and all fixtures 
ready to make brick, capacity of brick-making 
machine 2400 bricks per day, lots of brick 
clay on the farm, situated on gravel road, 
fronting on Lake Huron, 1 mile to church and 
school, 6 miles to Sarnia market, 1 mile to 
Blackwell railroad station and post office 








Thomas Jackson and Jack Welsh 
‘with their teams 





Fred West with a load of pork ready for market 





‘Steam Threshing Engine and Water Wagon 





Horse and Cutter 





Tom Wheatley on the Water Wagon that 
accompanied the steam threshing engine, Lorne Hardick with milk pick up truck 
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Abigail Wheatley, A. C. Francis and John Kap 
‘at their stand in Sarnia Farmers’ Market 


Price $6,000 cash. Possession any time, spring 
or fall, Will not exchange. Price subject to 
change if oil or gas is struck on the farm or 
more buildings are put up. Lot —, Concession 
9, owned BY wenn , Blackwell 
Post office.” (Krom Ontario iteal Estate 
Monthly, London, Ont., Vol. IV, No. 7, 
‘August, 1905, page 146.) 

‘Blackwell is noted still for its garden prod 
uce that grows most plentifully on the old 
Wawanosh lake bed — potatoes, com, onions, 
carrots, beets, cabbage, cauliflower, radishes, 
brussel sprouts, asparagus, beans, peas, squash, 
pumpkins, chinese cabbage, celery, rhubarb, 
‘turnips, strawberries, brocolli, tomatoes and 
parsley. For many years such produce has 
been taken to the farmers’ market in Sarnia 
Other outlets were the provisioning of the 
lake ships and local restaurants and hotels and 
bulk shipments aboard ship for the Lakehead 
communities at Sault Ste Marie, Thunder Bay 
and Duluth. Through the years field crops 
have also been grown on the high ground, 
wheat, oats, barley, white beans and soybeans 
A few cattle, hogs, sheep and horses are still 


More Drainage Ditches 


‘Throughout Sarnia Township the land is 
flat, so that drainage ditches have very little 
slope at best. With the exception of the south- 
‘west corer of Sarnia Township, these open 
drainage channels are all interconnected and 


flow northward, emptying into Lake Huron 
either at the Cull Drain some 3/8 mile east of 
the Telfer Sideroad or at the Perch Creek, just 
west of St. Jobn’s-in-the-Wildemess Anglican 
Church. Keeping these channels cleaned out 
and free-flowing is a never-ending job. 

As an example, the West Drain, a tribu- 
tary of the Cull Drain, was dug in’1905. It 
runs almost due east, commencing in lot 41 
and joining the Cull Drain in lot 33. On 
August 29, 1904 the Township of Sarnia 
Signed an agreement with John H. Jones, On- 
tario Land Surveyor, to prepare plans, profile 
and specifications for the drain, A panel of 
area men to assist in the survey was appoint- 
ed, consisting of Thomas Somes, T.H. George, 
H. West, P. Wellington, Albert James, Sol Sit: 
ter and’D. Morrison. On March 20, 1905 a 
Court of Revision was sworn in, as follows: 
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Court of Revision 
Re: West-George Drains By-Law 


We, JH.B. Moore, John Atkin, Joseph A. 
Wood, Anthony Jackson and James D. Mil: 
ler, do solemnly swear that we will, to the 
best of our judgment and ability, and without 
fear, favor or partiality, honestly decide the 
appeals to the Court of Revision from the 
assessments appearing in the West-George 
Drains By-Law, which may be brought be- 
fore us for trial as members of said Court. 











‘Sworn before me at 


JHB. Moore 


‘Tp. Hall, this Anthony Jackson 
20th day of March Joseph A. Wood 
AD. 1905 John Atkin 
Jas. D, Miller 
M, Lowrie 
‘Tp. Clerk 


Tenders were called for by Sarnia Town- 
ship. Three tenders were received, one by R. 
‘A. Hooper, one by E. G. Lucking, who gave 
as his addvess, “Sarnia Tunnel P 0” and one 
by Richard Hardick and Thomas Somes, The 
last tender named was the lowest and the fol- 
lowing agreement was executed: 


Agreement between Richard Hardick and 
Thomas Somes of the Township of Samia in 
the County of Lambton 

and the Municipal Council of the Township of 
Sarnia, made the 12th dayof duly 
1905. 


We, Richard Hardick and ‘Thomas Somes 
hereby agree to dig 360 rods more or less of 
West drain at $1.45 per rod, said work to be 
done in manner following, — that is to say: 


‘The whole of the digging and all other work 
mentioned in the profile and specifications 
of the drain, which form a part of this agree- 
ment. 

The culvert to be built for the sum of 
Twenty-five Dollars ($25.00). 


The work to be commenced on or before the 
17th day of July 1905 

and said work to be finished on or before the 
Ast day of December next, under a penalty 
of $10.00 for every week the job may be un- 
finished after the day aforesaid. And the said 
Council on their part agree that they will pay 
to the said Richard Hardick and Thomas 
Somes every three weeks on the estimate of 
the engineer, less 20% to be retained until the 
whole work is completed. 


Witness our Hands and the Seal of the 
‘Township of Sarnia the day and year above 
written. 


Witness — 
ae Richard Hardick 


M, Lowrie 


‘Thomas Somes 








By 1914, some problems developed with 
this drain as’ evidenced by the following cor- 
respondence: 





Feb 2 1914 
‘To the Municiple Council 
Gentlemen 


We the undersigned do hereby apply to 

have the West Drain cleaned out & put in 
repair, without an Engineer. signed by 

Richard Hardick, 

Albert James 






Baht os ook 2nd ht 





Sarnia Aug 18th 1914 


To the Clerk and Treasure of the Township of 
Sarnia 


Mr Miles Carrick 

Dear Sir in accordiance with the petition 
of Richard Hardick and Albert James of hav- 
ing the West-George drain cleaned out and put 
in repair without an engineers report, we met 
today as a body and talked the matter over 
and we came to the conclusion to have an 
Engineer go over the drain and prepare a 












foam Shovel on seow deepening Cull Drain in Sornia Township - 1912 


profile and bylaw having the first assessment 
payable 1915 and extending over a term of 
five years. 
Signed 

John Wheatley 

‘Thos Somes 

R. Hardick 

N. Francis 

Jobn Francis 

Henry West 

Albert James 


‘At about the same time, the Cull Drain 
was deepened and widened using a steam 
shovel mounted on a scow which floated on 
the stream, Mr. A. C. Francis says that he can 
remember seeing it in operation, as a boy 
when visiting his grandfather James’ farm on 
lot 27, just east of the Telfer Sideroad. This 
‘would likely have happened in 1912 


‘The Sugar Beet Industry 


[As early as February 22, 1878 there were 
reports in the Sarnia Observer, a weekly news- 
paper, of studies on the feasibility of produc- 


ing sugar from sugar beets. By the tum of the 
century, sugar beets were considered one of 
the most profitable crops grown in the Black- 
‘well area, The Michigan and Dominion Sugar 
Companies were the main contractors, with 
field men, or field bosses as they were called, 
taking contracts in the early Spring with area 
farmers. The Companies supplied the seed and 
delivered it to the farmers at planting time. 
‘They also arranged for labourers to block, hoe, 
and in the fall to pull and top the beets. At 
harvest time the beets were loaded on wagons 
and drawn by horses to the weigh station. 
‘After being weighed the beets were loaded on 
freight cars and shipped to the factories. The 
Michigan Sugar Co. processed their beets at 
Croswell, Michigan, while the Dominion Sugar 
Co. had factories at Wallaceburg and Chatham. 
In the early years W.B. Smith of Petrolia was 
the field boss for the Michigan Co. Later Jos- 
eph Thomson took over his duties. Some of 
the other employees were Nicholas and A.C. 
Francis, Albert Taylor, Charles Farris and 
Colin Berdan, Mae Bright and Beatrice Thom- 
son handled the weigh scales. 

‘The field boss for the Dominion Sugar Co. 
was Albert Wellington, followed by Fred 











Groombridge, John McGrail and George But- 
ler. Other employees were Herbert West, 
James Bright, Angus Jamieson, Roy and Jim 
‘Armstrong, Marcel Bonnier, Ken Campbell, 
Dean Stewardson, Eldon Mason, Joseph 
Hardick, Russell Hardick, Allan McLaren, 
Donald Blake, Roger Thurston, Stewart Jamie: 
son, Jack McLean, Roy Pascoe, Bill Mitchell 
and Murray Morgan. Bertha Wellington and 
Coreta Blake handled the weigh scale. 

During the years when sugar beets were 
first grown in the Blackwell area, people came 
from the Buropean Countries, especially Bel- 
gium and Holland, to work in the fields. Later 
many of these men and their families bought 
land and are now amongst the most prosper- 
ous farmers of the area, 

Working in the beet fields was seasonal 

. Work but it fitted in with other crops, In the 
spring, these workers would go to the tobacco 
country around Delhi, Ontario and plant the 
tobacco seedlings. Then they would come 
back and block or thin the sugar beets, At 
harvest time they would work in the tobacco, 
next in the potatoes and then in the sugar 
beets, 

Blocking beets was done with a short- 
handled hoe, about 22 inches long. The single 
seedlings had to be left about every 12 inches 
apart. This was back-bending work! The pay 
was $14.00 per acre. 





Hoe used to block sugar beets and knives 
‘used to top them 


At harvest time, starting about the first 
week in October, a plough was run down each 
row of beets to loosen them in the soil so that 
they could be picked up by hand. Bach and 
every beet had to be picked up and its top 











Gordon Yeates topping sugar beets 


chopped off. A special knife was used; the 
beet was picked up off the ground with the 
curved hook on the end of the knife, the beet 
grasped in the left hand and the leaves neatly 
severed with the knife held in the right hand. 

Marcel and Cecile Bonnier were skilled at 
this work. As a married couple they came to 
Delhi in 1950 from their native Belgium, not 
knowing the English language, For years they 
worked in the sugar beet fields for many of 
the Blackwell growers, 

At harvest time, Cecile says the pay for 
topping beets was $14.00 per acre plus a bo- 
nus of 50 cents per ton for a crop yield of 
more than 14 tons per acre, One year Goldie 
Lewis had an excellent crop which yielded 16 
tons per acre, so Cecile got $15.00 per acre 
for topping. These beets were grown on black 
‘marl soil and they were long and smooth. She 
could do one acre a day. Beets grown on 
heavy clay land were often short and chunky 
and covered with a clump of roots, They were 
hard to handle, 

Cecile remembers one day when she was 
working for Albert Leugs. When she was at 
the far end of a row of beets, the family dog 
stole her lunch and ate it, Mrs. Leugs came to. 
her rescue with some food. 











Some of the beet growers for whom Mar- 
cel and Cecile worked were: Bob Somes, Wilf- 
red James, Harold James, Malcolm Thurston, 
Bert Logan, Charlie Hardick, George Hardiek, 
Goldie Lewis, John Telfer,” Milton Jackson, 
George Snauwwaert, Paul Snauwaert, Lorne 
Van Gaver, John Welton, Orville Hardick, Ear! 
Hardick, Alf Heytens, ‘Leonard Marks, Joe 
Walker, Albert Leugs, Mrs. Claeys, Alex Pass- 
ingham, Harry Moore, Mrs, Cyril Lambert and 
Lome Smith 

When harvesting commenced, Blackwell 
became a busy place with as many as 200 
wagon loads of beets a day being weighed in. 
It was a common sight to see dozens of horses 
and wagons lined up along the sideroad wait- 
ing their turn to be weighed in and unloaded. 
‘The two Companies had separate scales, Do- 
minion being just south of the C.N.R. tracks 
on the Blackwell Sideroad and the Michigan 
further south on the south east corer of 
Blackwell Road and the sideroad, where the 
ceramic shop now stands. Both Companies 
had dumping grounds since at times, railway 
cars were not available. A sample of four 
beets was taken from each load, to be cleaned 
and any extra top removed. This was called 
“tare” and this percentage was deducted from 
that load, A sample was also sent to the 
factory to determine the sugar content. After 
the beets were unloaded the empty wagon 
was weighed to find out the net weight of 
beets and that is what the farmer was paid 
for, The person in charge of the scales had to 
watch closely to see that a horse’s foot wasn’t 
accidently on the scale when weighing in, or a 
wheel off the scale when weighing out, 

At first the handling of the beet crop was 
done almost entirely by hand. Occasionally 
there were heavy rains during the harvest 
season. Steeltimmed wheels on the wagons 
would sink to the axles in the soft soil. The 
answer to this was wagons fitted with auto- 
mobile wheels and rubber tires. They were 
fabricated locally by Brian Maw and Jack Tel- 
for and became very popular. Many of them 
are still in service on farms today. 

At the end of the harvest season it was 
time to ship the stockpile of sugar beets that 
had accumulated when railway cars were in 
short supply. Until mechanical loaders were 
available this was done the hard way. The 
beets had to be loaded by hand on to wagons, 
the wagons pulled by horses alongside the rail. 
way car,and the beets forked by hand into 
the car. Russell Hardick says that in 1936, a 
man with his wagon and team of horses was 
paid 25 cents a ton to do this hard labour. It 
was a long day's work for a man to fill one 
railway car! 


Coreta Blake beside the sugar beet weigh scale 
‘on Blackwell Sideroad 


Later more modern methods took over; 
tractors replaced horses and mechanical load- 
ers replaced muscle-power in the fields and at 
the unloading site. To unload the wagons 
directly into railway cars, on the north side of 
the tracks, there was a timber structure with 
a fairly stéep ramp up which the wagons had 
to ascend. It was fitted up in such a way that 
the wagon box could be tipped over sideways 
and the beets dumped into a chute. An end- 
less conveyor lifted the beets to the upper 
deck and another conveyor dumped them 
into the railway car. For the last 3 or 4 seasons 
this structure was replaced by a semi-mobile 
unloader where the wagons could be driven in 
on ground level and dumped. The beets were 
picked up by an elevator belt and discharged 
into the railway car. This improvement speed- 
ed up the unloading time. When a car was fill 
ed, it would be pulled out of the way and 
another empty car pulled into position to 





Sugar beet loader on Blackwell Sideroad at the C.N.R. tracks 


take its place, Joe Hardick did the pulling 
with an old John Deere tractor which sputter- 
ed and shook but always managed to do the 
job. 

In the meantime, sugar cane imported by 
the Companies from Cuba and other Carib- 
bean Islands began to compete with Canadian- 
grown sugar beets as a source of sugar, The 
plants at Chatham and Wallaceburg became 
obsolete and were not modernized. The Do- 


Alfred Heytens with o wogon load of 
beets, 1967 coo 


minion Co. got into some financial difficulty 
and the common stock was bought up by an 
English Company which was more interested 
in making sugar from imported sugar cane 
than from beets. The Dominion Sugar Co., 
latterly known as the Canada and Domin: 
ion Sugar Co., ceased operations at Blackwell 
in 1967. The factories in Wallaceburg and 
Chatham were later closed. The Michigan 
Sugar Co. had closed down their Blackwell 
operation much earlier, about 1930. 


Anne Heytens with a wagon load of sugar beets 





Stock pile of sugar beets 
Herbert West, Leo Tevlin, Eldon Mason, Jim Bright 
‘and Donald Blake 


‘Sugar beet train ready to leave Blackwell 
Jim Bright, Leo Tevlin, Don Blake (on the car), 
‘Herbert West and Eldon Mason 


‘The Pickle Factory 


From 1917 until 1920 a pickle factory 
was in operation at Blackwell. On the north 
side of the railway tracks, on the west side of 
Blackwell Sideroad was a flat-roofed building, 
an office shanty and a double row of wooden 
vats. As A. C, Francis remembers, each vat 
was about fen or twelve feet in diameter and 
ten feet high, A walkway about six fect off 
the ground surrounded the vats. Each vat was 
covered with a canvas top. Also there was a 
vertical water tank about sixteen fect high 
which was filled with water by a gasoline 
driven pump piped to a sand point driven in 
the ground 

In the harvest season the operation was 
carried on by Libbey, McNeill and Libbey, a 
well-known canning company. Jack McIntyre 
was in charge, followed by Orville Hardick 
and Joe Thomson. Two of the workers were 
Stan Somes and A. C. Francis. 


Cucumbers were delivered to the site by 
local growers. They were sorted by size, those 
2% to 3 inches in length being used for Ger- 
kkins and the larger ones for dill pickles. The 
Gerkins were stored in the outdoor vats in 
brine, 

Fresh dill was soaked in water to make a 
dill liquor. The larger cucumbers were put in 
wooden whiskey barrels together with dill 
liquor, 3 or 4 pounds of dill, one quart of 
apple ‘cider vinegar and water. A. C. Francis 
says that when a barrel leaked, the cracks 
would be caulked with cat tail reeds which 
‘were available in the ditches nearby. Orville 
Hardick says that production was around 
60,000 pounds of Gerkins and 400 barrels of 
dill pickles per season. 

‘Among the local cucumber growers were 
Hugh McCrie's father, Thomas Goldsmith, 
‘Thomas Somes, J.H. Pye and Richard Hardick, 
Onville’s father: Richard Hardick also grew the 
dill. 

‘After New Year’s the Gerkin pickles were 
taken out of the vats and put into whiskey 
barrels for shipment. 


Blackwell Brick Yards 


‘The brick industry in Blackwell had its be~ 
ginning in the 1860's and was centered in the 
vicinity of the Telfer Sideroad and the Cull 
Drain, In the Sarnia Township assessment roll 
for 1865, Mr. Charles Wesley is listed as oper- 
ating a brick yard on the farm later owned by 
Mr. Earl Hardick. We are informed that he 
had a trolley running south to the clay beds, 
to bring the clay to the yard. The well-known 
Blackwell brickmakers were James, Yeates, 
‘Telfer and Jamieson, Thomas Pilkey and 
‘Thomas Somes also rented brickyards at one 
time, 

Clay was brought from the back of the 
farms on which the brickyards were located. 
Mixed with sand, it was pressed into moulds 
which held six bricks. The bricks were remov- 
ed from the moulds and laid on the ground to 
dry and harden for three or four days. These 
“green” bricks were then piled up in kilns 
about twenty-four feet long, fifteen feet high 
and about twenty feet wide. Lengthwise 
arches, about eighteen inches high, were built 
in the base. The bricks were piled 50 as to 
leave air spaces and the kilns had to be kept 
dry during this time. Sliding wooden roofs 
covered some of the kilns. ‘The kilns were 
plastered on the outside with an insulating 
‘material called scoving, which consisted large- 
ly of sand. Iron doors were fitted to the ends 





‘Telfer Brickyard, Blackwell, about 1895 
A finished kiln may be seen at far left, then another, with the scoving still on the outside, The kiln on the 
right is in the process of erection. In the foreground, bricks are drying and hardening. 


Telfer Brickyard 
Mixing sand and clay - note the brick moulds 
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Staves and Heading. 


WIE SUBSCRIBER WILL PAY THR IGH- 
eat Cush prices, for priige Oil Barrel Staves and 
Heading, delivered at bir Couperage, Davis Street, 


pas DAMES PAULKNER, 
Sarnin, ROPE, TOR 


ruvided dhey will take 25,000 oF 
sore. |Nioe tenthe uf themjare bard. 

| 8. SMITH. 

Cull Drain, June 10, 1869, Erg 


Drill and Sucker Poles. 


NUE SUDECRIBER BEGS TO INFORM PAR- 

ur, that be bas 

‘Millom Front St, 

near the Rarnia Brewery, aad will always keep a 

geod supply of Drill and Sorker Poles, made of the 

ery best quality of White Asb timber, Price 

fom 3c. to be. por foot, finished, according to ale 
and quality. 


hpwanp vousa. 
tH 


Samia, May 19,1889, [6 
siete: Mens x m 


Advertisement for Bricks in the Sarnia Observer 
iweekly newspaper 


of the tunnels to regulate the draught, Soft 
‘wood cut from the Bighth Concession was 
used to fire the kilns. It was cut into four-foot 
lengths and fed through the iron doors at fix- 
cd intervals. The fires were usually started on 
Mongay mornings and if all went well the 
bricks would be done by Friday; if not, the 
fires continued over the weekend, When the 
bricks were finished and were cooi, the scov- 
ing was knocked off and the bricks were haul- 
ed away to Sarnia and outlying points. 

Mr. A. C. Francisrecalls that the last brick- 
yard in operation was the James’. Also as he 
remembers, the kilns were usually fired in the 
spring of the year, perhaps because building 
eonstruetion resumed when freezing weather 
ceased. Usually the wood for fuel would be 
cut and brought out of the bush during the 
winter, 

‘A large stone pier was built before 1880 
in front of the Jamieson place and an attempt 
was made to ship bricks on Lake Huron. A 
seow was loaded with bricks but when it got a 


short distance out into the lake, it listed and 
then turned over, and the load was lost. Years 
later, in the 1913 storm, the remnants of the 
pier were washed away. 

‘The Blackwell bricks have a characteristic 
appearance of their own and can be readily 
recognized. This pioneer industry supplied 
large quantities of white bricks for buildings 
in this area. Some of these which have surviv- 
ed till 1980 are Our Lady of Mercy Roman 
Catholic Church in Sarnia, the old houses on 
both the N-W and N-E corners of Blackwell 
Road and Blackwell Sideroad, the Praill house 
at 1502 Blackwell Road, the T. C. Wheatley 
house at 1878 Blackwell Road, the Faithorne 
house at Bright's Grove (reconstructed in 
1979 by Sarnia Township and in service as the 
Bright's Grove branch of the Lambton Coun- 
ty Library System), the Town Hall in Petrolia, 
St. Andrew's Presbyterian Church and St. 
George's Anglican Church in Sarnia, the Tel- 
fer farmhouse at 2083 Lakeshore Road, the 
Mackenzie house at 568 Christina Street 
North in Sarnia and the old Blackwell United 
Church whose centennial is being celebrated 
during the year 1980. 


Praill’s Greenhouse Produets Ltd, 
1508 Blackwell Road 


Prior to 1920, Frank M. Praill was Super- 
intendent of the Samia branch of Metropoli- 
tan Life Insurance Company. That year he 
forsook that profession and started in the 
market gardening business on lot 45, Con- 
cession 9 of Sarnia Township. For many years 
he grew field crops; mostly garden vegetables 
which he sold on Sarnia Farmers’ Market. It 
was located in two separate buildings on 
Lochiel Street behind the old City Hall which 
fronted on Christina Street North. 


The Praill house and greenhouses 





To start the seedlings in the spring requir- 
ed a greenhouse, which he built. Soon people 
started to come for bedding plants in the 
spring as they do today. To meet the demand, 
the area under glass was increased, again and 
again, Naturally, the way to make these in- 
vestments pay for themselves, was to grow 
‘mote plants for more days in the year. 

Starting as a young lad, Frank's son, Ha- 
told, grew up with the business. When his 
father died in 1946 Harold continued with 
the business. By this time, the greenhouses 
were producing crops year round as they do 
today. The next step was to open a retail out- 
let of their own, Praill’s Flower Shop, 140 
Mitton Street South, in Samia. The Shop is 
managed by Harold’s brother-in-law, John 
Burr, 

Today, there are 30,000 sq. feet under 
glass at the original location at the N-E comer 
of Blackwell Road and Modeland Sideroad. 
The escalating cost of heating greenhouses is 
‘a serious development that was not planned! 

Harold’s son, Bruce, is following in his 
father’s footsteps, which is becoming a fam- 
ily tradition. Together they follow the seasons, 
from Easter Lilies, to Spring bedding plants, 
to Mother’s Day flowers, to wedding day cor. 
sages and bouquets, to Christmas Poinsettias 
and something for every occasion in between, 


itter’s Greenhouses 
1514 Blackwell Road 
1934-1975 


Originally, Lloyd Sitter was a market 
gardener, growing bulk crops which were pur- 
chased mostly by fruit and vegetable whole- 
salers. He grew carrots, beets, cauliflower, 
‘onions, cabbage, radishes, lettuce, tomatoes, 
squash and celery on his rich black muck soil. 
Lloyd, with other gardeners, shipped produce 
on the lake boats to the Soo and the Lake- 
head. The greenhouses started in a small way 
in 1934 when he put up the first structure. 
‘The roof consisted of 22 storm windows from 
the original Sarnia General Hospital, on North 
Mitton Street in Sarnia, These were purchased 
for 75 cents each. ‘The first plants he grew 
Were vegetables, and mainly for his own use. 
He heated the greenhouse with a small wood 
stove at this time. The demand for annual box 
plants grew, so Lloyd expanded the green- 
house and grew vegetable and flower plants 
as well as potted geraniums, He put in a hot 
water boiler for heat, burning coal with the 
help of an hydraulic underfeed stoker design- 


Sitter’s Greenhouses 1934. 1975 


Lloyd Sitter in 1943 


ed and built in Samia by the late George Me- 
Gee. When coal could no longer be obtained 
he converted to natural gas, which was much 
less work and which produced a much clean- 
er fire, 

‘Tending the greenhouses became a full 
time job for Lloyd and his wife Margaret, 
supplemented with extra help in the busy 
seasons. In the Spring they grew Annuals and 
later Snapdragons and Freesias for wholesale 
in the Fall and Winter months, The Freesias 
will long be remembered for their sweet fra- 
grance that filled the greenhouses, After serv- 





Loyal and Margaret Sitter in 1963 


Horvesting Celery 


ing the public for 41 years, Lloyd and Margar- 
et sold the business and’ retired across the 
road in their new house. The greenhouses 
were taken down to make way for a new sub- 
division in 1975, 


Purdy Fisheries Limited 
1535 Blackwell Road 


‘The Purdy family has been fishing com- 
mercially in Lake Huron ior more than 75 
years, The 1911 Sarnia and Point Edward Di- 
Tectory lists the name, “Purdy, Milton B, 
fisherman, lives 310 Nelson”. Later his son, 
William J. Purdy, his wife Leah, and their 
family lived on this same large lot on the N-E 
comer of Nelson and St. Vincent Streets in 
Sarnia, Needing more space, in 1925, Mr. 
Purdy bought property on Blackwell Road 
east of Modeland Sideroad. His home and a 
wooden fish house were located on the south 
side of the road, now known as 1535 Black- 
well Road. Later a large cement block ‘twine 
house” was built on the north side of the 
road, where it is today. Here the huge nets 
are repaired and tarred. Passers-by have often 
seen the nets spread outdoors drying in the 
sun. 

William J. Purdy died in 1944 and the 
fishery was carried on by his son Ronald. His 
sister Leah, who has continued to reside at 
1535 Blackwell Road has been associated 
in the business with him. Recently, Ronald’s 
son, Milford has assumed direction of the 
enterprise. Milford is the fourth generation in 
this family business, 

‘Over the years many men have fished the 
water of Lake Huron between Modeland 
Road and Bright's Grove, Some of these were 
Herman Bunning, Aaron West, Edgerton Wil- 
son, Charlie Wilson, Bill Hamilton, Bill Gibbs, 





Colin Berdan, William Brown, Isaac, Olie, 
Gordon, Ken, William and James Gallie, From 
time to’ time Blackwell men worked for the 
fishermen. 

In the early years, William Purdy fished 
off the shore of Lake’ Huron at the foot of 
Modeland Sideroad. A large open wooden 
boat was used in setting and lifting the nets. 
When not in use it could be hauled on shore, 
A row of fish stakes would be laid on the sand 
starting at the water's edge and the boat 
‘would be rolled up the incline, over the stakes 
by means of rollers, the boat being hauled 
up by a heavy line and hand-operated winch. 
A wooden scow fitted with a piledriver was an 
‘essential item of equipment. 

In the Spring maple stakes and gear such 
as anchors, marker floats and lines would be 
hauled to the lake shore and piled on shore 
high enough from the water's edge to avoid 
being washed away in a storm, 


Walter Purdy and his father William Purdy 
with a lake sturgeon 


In the early days pond nets were used, 
whereas gill nets are more common nowadays, 
As the name implies, the fish were impounded 
in the net. When the site was chosen, a line 
of stakes would be driven in the lake bottom, 
starting at a water depth of about fifteen feet 
and extending out into the lake to deeper wa- 
ter, Lead nets would be fastened to the stakes, 
in effect forming a vertical fence suspended 
under the surface of the water. At the end far 
from shore, was the tunnel net and the crib. 
‘The fish entered the tunnel from either side 
of the lead. At the end of the tunnel, the 
fish entered the crib through the open door. 
When the pond net was to be lifted the crib 
entrance would be closed by letting off the 
line that held it open. The steel bar sank and 
the net door closed. The smaller fish could 
swim through the openings in the net but the 
larger fish would be unable to escape, A good 
catch would be two or three tons of fish 

‘Taken to shore in the boats, the fish 
would be put in 100 Ib. boxes and then trans- 
ported by horse and wagon to the fish house 
where the fish would be packed in chipped 
ice, about one half fish and one half ice. Most 
of ‘the catch was taken to the G.T.R, station 
in Samia to be shipped by refrigerated rail car 
to New York City which was the major mar- 
et, Lloyd Sitter, who worked for William 
Purdy at times said that one or two carloads 
of fish were shipped every day, made up from 
the catches of all the fishermen along the 
lakefront, 

At the end of the fishing season around 
Christmas the nets would be removed and the 
stakes pulled. Nets would be taken to the 
twine house for eventual mending and stakes 
would be stored for safe keeping. Of course, 
in the late winter, it would be time to cut and 
haul ice to the ice houses to replenish the sup- 
ply for the warm weather season ahead, The 
life of the fishermen was one of arduous la- 
bour. 

1h those years sturgeon were considered 
unfit for human consumption and were left 
on the beach for the farmers who could gath- 
fer them up for fertilizer. Some of the fish 
caught were lake trout, white fish, perch, 
pickerel, speckled trout, rainbow trout, bass 
and herring. There was a time when fresh- 
water herring were plentiful. 

In 1942, Purdy Fisheries set up the main 
base from which to carry on their fishing 
operation at Point Edward on the riverfront, 
‘One great advantage was a safe mooring, re- 
moved from the vagaries of Lake Huron. 
Also much heavier steel-hulled fishing boats 
were developed with more powerful en 
gines, which could not be readily hauled up 








Spoil 13,480 


Sketch of a Pond Net 


on the beach, Over the years, the shore facil- 
ities have been improved for fish handling 
and refrigeration. 

‘Another facet has been the pilot boat ser- 
vice provided by Purdy Fisheries. A foreign 
vessel sailing the Great Lakes is required 
to have aboard, a licensed pilot to guide it 
safely through the waterways. Up-bound river 
pilots are taken off ship by the pilot boat in 
Lake Huron north of the Bluewater Bridge 
and the up-bound lake pilots are put aboard. 
This may occur at any time of the day or 
night, in all kinds of weather and sea condi- 
tions, It is a routine but essential service, little 
noticed by the public. 

Providing a different service is scuba div- 
ing, required from time to time in connec- 
tion with such things as water intake pipes, 
water discharge pipes, docks, dams, under- 
‘ater structures and ship maintenance. 

‘As smaller commercial fisheries along the 
lake shore have ceased operations, Purdy 
Fisheries have acquired the rights to fish their 
waters, In 1980, Purdy Fisheries operate in 
the lake from Point Edward to Grand Bend, 
Ontario. 


‘The Blacksmith Shop 
1528 Blackwell Road 
1921-1970 


In 1921 Mr, William Hodgins bought one 

cre of land on Blackwell Road from D. H. 
Sitter. He moved a house in and built a black- 
smith shop close to the road on the front 
comer of the lot. In his shop there was a forge 
and a hand operated fan which he used for 
heating his iron, He shoed horses, set wagon 
tires, repaired machinery, ete. Upon his re- 
tirement in 1934, Mr. Brian Maw took the 
shop over and operated it in much the same 
‘way as Mr, Hodgins had done, He installed an 
electric fan for the forge. Mr. Maw made 
rubber-tired wagons for the farmers, which 
were a big improvement on the old steel- 
rimmed ones. Beet harvesting time was a busy 
time for the blacksmith. The farmers would 
line up their teams waiting their turn to have 
the horses shod. Some horses did not mind 
the shoeing but’ others had to be put in a 
rack and lifted off the ground, Mr. Maw re- 
tired in 1955 and the shop was rented to 
Archer’s Welding and Blacksmithing. In 1970 
the shop was demolished. 


Brian Mow and his Blacksmith Shop 
1921-1970 


‘The Blacksmith Shop 
Jock Paulley, Bill Capes and Jim Poulley 





The Village Store 


Located at what is now 1732 Blackwell 
Road was a small general store, built original. 
ly in the 1920's by a man named John Mat- 
thews, who lived in the house next door to 
the store, on the west side. He kept his store 
open on ‘Sundays and was shunned by some 
of the Methodists in the community. Other 
storekeepers were Brown, Smith, Urquart, Mr. 
and Mrs. G.W. “Skippy” Stubbs and John 
Heslop, The candy counter was attractive to 
the school children passing by on the road to 
school and returning home. The community 
was growing when Mr, Heslop took over the 
business. In 1952 he acquired the property on 
the S-E comer of Blackwell Road and Black- 
well Sideroad and built a much larger modern 
food store known as Blackwell Supermarket, 
His partner in the business was his brother-in- 
law, George Connors. The store was well 
patronized and appreciated by the neighbour- 
hood. The regular customers were sorry when 
the store was closed in 1966. The next occu- 
pant was Blackwell Consumers Co-op food 
store, which carried on business until the 
property was sold, in 1976, The new enter- 
prise is Darleen’s Ceramics. 

The original store was used as a dwelling 
for several years after the new store was built. 
Tt was demolished about 1958 to make way 
for a new house on that site. 


Marlacres Farms Ltd, 


Harold and Wilfred James were brought 
up in Blackwell and attended Blackwell 
School. ‘Their father, Albert T. James was 
married to Ruth C, West at Camlachie, On- 
tario by Rev. W. H. Graham on 27 December 
1897. In 1899 Harold was born at the James 
homestead, lot 27, Concession 9, Sarnia Town- 
ship. Albert moved his family to the white 


brick house on lot 39, on the Blackwell Road, 
where Wilfred was bor in 1904. After their 
parents died, Harold continued to live there. 
In the meantime, Wilfred married Lena Farris 
and took up residence on the south side of 
the Blackwell Road, on adjacent lot 40. 

Like their father, both Harold and Wilfred 
kept dairy cattle and carried on mixed farm- 
ing, growing hay, corn, grain and sugar beets. 
Starting in 1930 they bottledmilk and peddled 
it by horse and wagon to customers in Sarnia, 
In 1935 they joined the Canadian Holstein 
Friesen Association and started a registered, 
pure-bred herd, The headquarters of the Asso 
ciation is at Brantford, Ontario where official 
records are kept on file. These include the 
lineage and pedigree of each registered ani 
mal as well as milk production, show history 
and ownership, Representatives of the Asso- 
ciation visit each registered herd periodi- 
cally and check on quantity and quality of 
milk produced. Ability to produce strong, 
healthy calves is also important. 

When Harold died in 1960, Wilfred’s son 
Bruce moved into the white brick house, 
where he still lives in 1980. Bruce, together 
with his brother, Ken, Reeve of Sarnia Town: 
ship, carries on the family enterprise. Over the 
years the herd has grown in numbers. 

Harold and Wilfred showed their prize 
animals regularly at the Royal Winter Fair in 
Toronto, at the Western Fair in London and 
at the Ottawa Fair, where they had Grand 
Champions. Lena remembers one cow in 
particular, Sunny Meadows Rag Apple Segis 
Lass. She was Grand Champion at the Canad- 
ian National Exhibition in Toronto, Later she 
was shown at Waterloo, Iowa at the 1941 
Dairy Congress where she was judged First 
Prize and Grand Champion, That year she was 
named the All American Cow. In 1942 she 
was sold to Antioch, Illinois for the highest 
price paid up to that time for a champion ani. 
mal. It is little wonder that the James stock 
has been shipped to the United States, Mexi 
co, Cuba, Spain and England to improve the 
herds of other breeders. 


Other Enterprises 


Besides farming there are other enter- 
prises along Blackwell Road today: 


K. & B, Solid Waste Management - gravel 
pit and land fil 

Bestview Nursing Home 

Hulshof Egg Factory 

Hans Das Electronies 

Ed Johnson Construction Ltd. - gravel 
pits and excavation contractor 

Darleen’s Ceramics 

Fred Heubl Television 

Mary Jaecques Greenhouse and Garden 
Produce 





CHAPTER SEVEN 


Blackwell School 
S.S. No. 7 


A History of 
BLACKWELL 
SCHOOL 


School Section No. 7 
on the occasion of the 
HOME - COMING 
June 28, 1980 


1912 -1980 





FOREWORD 


‘This book is full of a number of things. Mostly it is full of memories, Memories which 
taken individually have a personal meaning; which taken collectively started and grew into 
the school spirit which is unique to Blackwell. 


It is with regret that the community will see the building closed in June 1980. The 
committee which has compiled the story of Blackwell school hope that it will give you who 
have over the years provided the experiences which make up the story, the opportunity to 
relive and renew memories of people, places and things which were a part of your life with- 
in this school, 


‘You are all a part of this time of reunion, Wherever you are, you are remembered. 


In 1960, Lois Bremner was elected to the Blackwell School Board and later served as 
Chairman of the Board, When the Sarnia Township School Area was inaugurated in 1965, 
she stood for election and was one of five persons from the Township at large, who formed 
that Board. She was Chairman for the first two years, and was re-elected a member for the 
next two years. In 1969, by act of the Ontario Legislature, all public schools in Ontario 
‘were put in the hands of County School Boards, The candidate from the Blackwell area who 
‘was elected repeatedly to the Lambton Board of Education was Carolyn “Ili 


Lois Bremner is Blackwell’s link in the chain from the days of the local school board to 
the Township School Board and to the Lambton Board of Education, We all extend to her 
our sincere thanks for her labours on our behalf. 


May 1, 1980 Charles 8, Phelps 
Editor 
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BLACKWELL SCHOOL HOME-COMING 


Now alas ! our hearts are heavy 
‘And a tear bedims each eye, 
For our dear old school is closing 
And we've come to say good-bye. 
‘Then the memories come a-rushing 

‘As we greet an old schoolmate, 
All our tongues begin a-wagging 
‘At a most tremendous rate, 


‘Who is that distinguished person 
Coming now within your view? 

Why it is your third grade teacher 
With a hand out-stretched to you, 

What a chance for all the teachers 
Former pupils to survey — 

And we trust the marks are excellent 
‘That they would hand out to-day. 


‘Thus the teachers and the students 
Mingle happily all day long, 

Till we almost feel like children 
Waiting for the recess gong. 

So, although our school is closing 
‘And the future is unsure, 

It’s a place we'll always cherish 
‘And our memories will endure, 


Beatrice Telfer 


‘THE HISTORY OF 
BLACKWELL SCHOOL 
SCHOOL SECTION NO. 7 
SARNIA TOWNSHIP 















From the 1870's the Blackwell Sideroad 
was the dividing line between School Section 
Three (Bright’s Grove School) and School 
Section Six (Clark’s School at Murphy Road). 
The children from Blackwell Sideroad east 
went to 8.8. No. 3 and the children from 
Blackwell Sideroad west attended S.S. No. 6 
which was a long distance to walk, especially 
on a freezing winter’s day. 

In 1910 a special ratepayers meeting dis- 
cussed dividing the section or building a larger 
school. The majority favoured a division and 
petition to this effect was circulated. By 





an act of the Township Council, School See- 
tion Number Seven was formed” out of parts 
of Sections 3, 5, 6, and 11. The new Section 
was called Blackwell .8. No.7. 

The first meeting of ratepayers was held 
June 12, 1911 in the Blackwell Methodist 
Church which was built in 1880. Darius James, 
George Thurston and Richard Hardick were 
elected trustees and T.C. Wheatley was ap- 
pointed Secretary-Treasurer. There are rela- 
tives and descendants of these men living in 
this area at the present time. At the close of 
the meeting the trustees met and accepted 





Blackwell School Children - 1912 


Back Row: —_ 
Onville Hardiok, — 
Hlardick, Walter Culley, Ernie James, 


Basil Cusack, 


Earl Hardick, Theresa Pegler (teacher. Third Row: Henry West, 
Harold James, Myrtle West. Second Row: Stanley James, Austin Modeland, Vera 
___, __, Reta Hardick. Front Row: Olive Culley, 


Gladys James, Roy Hardick, Mabel Burch, Charlie Somes, Isabel Somes, Cecil Cusack, Rhea Krohn. 


the offer of Joseph Smith of 1% acres ad- 
joining the church grounds for $150.00. A 
motion to have the school on the south side 
of Blackwell Road was voted down. Two 
thousand dollars was borrowed and construe- 
tion of @ school proceeded. It was made of 
cement blocks. The one-room school was 
opened on Friday, January 5, 1912. A year 
later debentures to the value of $1,890 were 
issued by the Township Clerk for the school 
and were purchased within the community.” 

Blackwell Road was built in 1874 and 
Lake Shore Road was in use in 1918, There 
were fourteen houses on Blackwell Road in 
1912, 

‘The following account is contributed by 
Mrs. Lillian Francis, a native of Blackwell and 
a former teacher of Blackwell School: 


Charles Wheatley, son of T.C. Wheatley, 
was the first janitor at $40.00 a year. His 
duties were sweeping and dusting daily, at- 
tending the fumace, keeping temperature 
comfortable, the floor to be scrubbed twice 
and the entire woodwork once yearly and the 


outdoor closets to be emptied monthly. 

Mr. T.C. Wheatly, being a flower lover and 
having a show place at his home, planted a 
shrub bed in the front of the school and a row 
of cedar trees between the school and the 
church grounds. 

The first teacher of the new school was 
Miss Theresa Pegler who taught from January 
1912 to June of 1913. She and her mother 
lived in a log house, which adjoined the Abbie 
Wheatley home, on the D.W. James farm. 
Eventually it bumed down. Theresa Pegler’s 
daughter (Clarice) is the wife of Wm. Cole 
and lives in Sarnia, Wm. Cole is the brother of 
Charles Cole who is the treasurer of Blackwell 
Church. Miss Pegler’s salary was to be $550. 
yearly if the average attendance was under 30 
and $600. if over 30. Miss Dustin was the 
next teacher but taught only one year as she 
decided to become a stenographer. Her sister, 
Louise, died in the Noronic fire at the Toron: 
to Port. ‘The teachers following were FM. 
(Wellington) Carr, Ada Baker, Hazel and 
Elizabeth Crone who all taught in the one 
year; Hazel Lennan, Hazel Smale, Lillian 





Wheatley. Mabel McDonald began teaching in 
1984 assisted by Jewel Porter. Because of the 
increased enrolment a second room was added 
in 1937, 


Note: For a complete list of teachers who 
have taught in Blackwell School, turn to Foot- 
note 4, at the end of this publication. 


‘The school board bought a house adjoin- 
ing the school property for a teacher’s resi- 
dence in 1944. In 1956 this house wasn't 
needed any more and was sold and moved 
about half a mile east on Blackwell Road. 
‘This was done to enlarge the school play- 
grounds. Another piece of land was acquired 
in 1954 giving frontage on Blackwell Sideroad. 
‘A third room was added on the west side in 
1949, two more to the north Ih 1958 and an 
additional two farther to the north in 1957. 
‘Also in 1957 a kindergarten class was start. 
ed for the first time. During that fall while 
the school addition was being completed, 
the kindergarten class was held in the base” 


ment of the new Blackwell United Church 
which had been erected in 1955. 

‘A history of a school would not be com- 
plete without including the many interesting 
happenings in the school and about its pupils, 


School Fairs 


In 1912 there were school fairs for Sarnia 
‘Township at which the pupils showed vege- 
tables, fruit, baking, writing, drawing, and 
drills. Irene’ (Hardick) Garrison and Abbie 
Wheatley each entered a loaf of bread win- 
ning first and second prizes respectively. 
The second prize was a “Book of Famous 
People”. Irene was the first graduate of 
Blackwell School in 1912 when she was 
twelve years of age. 


Blackwell School Children - June 1914 
Back Row: Mabel Burch, Myrtle West, Reta Hardiok, Abigail Wheatley, Eva Dustin (teacher). Centre Row: 
Archer Corey Praneis, Roy James, Walter Culley, Basil Cusack, Charlie Somes, Jean Telfer, Leah West, Lillian 
Wheatley, Charlotte Telfer, Vera Hardick, Alfred Wheatley, George James, Wilfred James. Front Row: Malcolm 
Thurston, Orval Hardick, Roy Hardick. (Standing), Ernest James, James Thurston, Cecil Cusack, Olive Culley, 
Evelyn Modeland, Gladys James, Isabel Somes, Mary Thurston. Front Row right: (Seated), Carl West, Thomas 
Wheatley, Stanley James, Carl Smith, Austin Modeland. 
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A Risky Incident 


‘There was no Lake Shore Road in 1912 
and no houses. The John Wheatley family 
lived in the house in the bush where John was 
born, There were four children; thirteen, elev- 
en, nine and seven years old. As the lake was 
near, they spent much time playing on the 
beach. Alfred liked making things so decid- 
ed to build a raft although his father forbade 
him to do it. When he finished the raft they 
carried it to the lake and with long sticks 
pushed it around in the water. Then every one 
jumped off but Lillian and the raft was forced 
out. Lillian tried to push the raft with her 
stick but it wouldn’t reach the bottom, An 
offshore wind came up and blew the raft 
out quickly. In the meantime, Tom, who was 
seven, ran for help and meeting his mother 
told her what had happened. She in turn ran 
to get her husband who went to his father’s 
phone and called John Telfer who had a row 
boat in the Cull Drain. Abbie, who was thir- 
teen, kept calling to Lillian to stay on the 
raft and that some one would get her. After- 
wards Lillian said that she thought if she 
walked until her head stuck out she could 
walk to the shore, Then she saw a boat away 
out in the lake, so stood up and waved and 
yelled. Finally ‘the boat came close and a 
looped rope was lowered and she put it 


around her waist, and was pulled up into the 
boat which went toward the shore where her 
father waded out and carried her to the shore. 
Alfred got a whipping for making the raft 
‘against his father's orders. 


Difficulty in getting 
a Highschool Education 


‘The following will tell you how some 
Blackwell pupils acquired a High School edu- 
cation over fifty-five years ago. 

‘Any one who wanted to go to high school 
had to find his own way. Cars were owned by 
very few. Abbie, Alfred and Lillian Wheatley 
were ready to go to high school at the same 
time, but each had to take his turn, Abbie 
being the oldest was the first to go, getting a 
ride with the mailman (Mr. Pullen) when he 
went to the post office; sometimes she stay- 
ed with a great-aunt in Sarnia, The high 
school was situated where the new public 
school stands on the London Road. Alfred's 
turn was next. He had been out of school for 
two years and was sixteen. He rode a bicycle 
and when the weather was bad drove the 
horse and cutter, stabling the horse in Purdy’s 
bam in the north end of town. Many times he 


went to the field at six in the morning and 
left for school at eight 0 clock. Roy Hardick 
who went through Blackwell Publie Schoo! in 
a short time skipping grades, started to high 
school riding the pony that his brother Earl 
had won at the Forest Fair. Lillian Wheatley 
started the next year after being out of school 
for two years. That year John Wheatley 
bought a Model T touring car so Alfred and 
Lillian Wheatley, and Roy Hardick were able 
to have a ride to high school for the first time. 
Abbie graduated from London Normal School 
in 1923. 

For people who drive a car today they 
should know something about the difficulties 
of driving a car back sixty years ago. 

‘The radiator was filled with water and 
when the temperature was low, very often the 
water would freeze and the rad was covered. 
‘Then sometimes the rad would boil and off 
the covering came. On getting to school the 
rad was emptied and at four o'clock the same 
procedure followed, 

Lillian had a very unfortunate first year. 
She went to school until October when her 
mother became sick at which time she was 
needed at home. When February came, Abbie 
and Lillian took turns going every other week 
to school. Lillian attended four and a half 
months in her first year but got her year as 
the teachers, knowing the home situation, co- 
operated to the fullest. 

‘The roads in those days were never clear 
ed of snow and sometimes they got stuck in 
the drifts and would go to the nearest house 
until the car was free. 

They always had a car full of pupils in. 
cluding Roy Hardick and Oxpha (Bresette) 
Sitter who lives on Blackwell Road, and is a 
member of Blackwell Church as well as the 
UGW. 

‘As'Tom Wheatley was sick for four years, 
he started to high school at seventeen years 
and graduated with top honours from Grade 
XI. 

Lillian graduated from London Normal 
School in 1925, taught school at Blackwell 
for nine years. She loaned Alfred money to 
assist him in graduating with a forestry de- 
gee from Toronto University. He, in tum, 
helped Tom in attaining a degree in Metal: 
lurgy Engineering. They were the first gradu- 
ates of university from Blackwell School 
Abbie and Lillian Wheatley and Roy Hardick 
were the first teachers from Blackwell School; 
Roy later with courses and attending univer- 
sity received his M.A. and became a high 
school principal 

How fortunate the young people are to 








have such easy access to a higher education 
today. 

The next family who wanted an education 
were the Harvey Smith's. He was the station 
operator at Blackwell. They first lived in the 
house where Coreta Blake lives, then moved 
into their home which now belongs to Birdie 
Hext. They bought a car and Dorothy and 
Fred were able to get to Sarnia High School. 
Fred was the first Blackwell graduate who be- 
came a doctor. He practised in Wisconsin and 
still lives there. Dorothy (Smith) Shipley and 
Esther (James) VanHorne were the first grad- 
uates who became nurses, 

To get his education, Russell Hardick rode 
horseback, went with Carl Smith when he 
drove to work and hitch-hiked, He graduated 
from Grade XITI, then got his degree in nurs. 
ing from Whitby and Toronto hospitals, He 
joined the services in the Medical Corps. 





Recreation Over Fifty Years Ago 


In those days, the community for recre- 
ation in the winter, skated on the Cull Drain 
and once when it overflowed and made ice up 
to the Blackwell Road. The boys made ice. 
boats with sails and the wind blew them over 
the ice. In the summer there were girls’ and 
boys’ ball teams. There were socials in the 
school and also plays and a concert at Christ- 
mas. At one concert Russell Hardick was 
giving a recitation and he had a lapse of mem: 
ory and said “What’ll I say Pa?” 

‘There usually was a school picnic at the 
end of the school year. 

Political meetings were always held in 
the school, then later in the hall. 

About’ 1922 an outdoor rink was built. 
Joe Thomson led the boys in this task assist- 
ed by John Telfer, Walter Culley, A.C, Francis, 
Orville Hardick, Paul and Camille Snauwaert. 
Tt was situated’ in an area adjoining the west 
wall of the old church shed where the new 
Blackwell Church stands. A door was made in 
the wall, a room was built in the shed and a 
stove put in, There was a gravel pit south of 
the rink from which a pipe was installed up 
to the boarded rink and the water was pump- 
ed into a barrel which was taken by hand 
sleigh over the snow with the water being 
sprinkled from a wide spout on the bottom 
of the barrel. The boys had a hockey team 
who were Joe Thomson, John Telfer, A.C. 
Francis, Walter Culley, Orville Hardick, Paul 
and Camille Snauwaert, and later George and 
Fonse Snauwaert, all from Blackwell. 

‘The rink was’ well lighted and during the 








depression many young people spent night 
after night skating with musie, Sometimes 
someone would make hot chocolate. The 
boys played many hockey games against 
Sarnia teams, 


Lillian (Wheatley) Francis 
taught from 1925 - 1934 


1 will try to tell of the many interesting 
happenings while I was there, I started with a 
class of 43 and 8 grades. The older pupils 
T had been playing ball with all summer gave 
me no problems, 

As there had been school concerts and 
plays every Christmas, the pupils and I decid. 
ed we would have a concert. and for the first 
time we could use the hall. I asked a number 
of young people if they would take part in a 
play and they were very co-operative, I'll 
try to remember the names of those who took 
part. Joe Thomson, A.C, Francis, Beatrice 
(Thomson) Telfer, Abbie Wheatley, Malcolm 
‘Thurston, Lillian’ (Wheatley) Francis, John 
Wheatley, Carl Smith, Ruby (West) Beatty, 
Coretta (West) Blake, Ken West, Isabel (Somes) 
Sole. 


Every Christmas for nine years we pre- 
sented a two hour children’s concert and 
young people’s two hour play. We always 
tried to have Mr. Carter of Carter’s Wallpaper 
Shop in Sarnia, as chairman, After the play 
was over Santa Claus arrived and gave out the 
gifts. It was always a big night. The hall would 
be packed, people coming for miles, I have to 
mention Joe Thomson as he was such a help, 
putting up the platform, making the fire in 
the hall so we could practice through the last 
week before the concert. He also was a help 
in preparing the plays. Mrs. Phyllis Luckins 
was a great help making dresses and flowers 
for drills 

After the hall was opened there were 
many dances and also box socials, The girls 
would each take a box lunch with her name 
inside. It would be decorated very attractive- 
ly so that when they were being auctioned off 
each would be bought at a good price. The 
girl ate supper with the boy who bought her 
box luneh. 

Valentine Day was always a big day in 
school. In the afternoon games were played, 
valentines given out and then the pupils 
passed out the lunch, 

The first Friday in May which was called 
Arbor Day was a busy one in the morning, 
raking and planting. Then with our lunches 
we headed for the woods which usually was 
Telfer’s bush on the corner of Blackwell 











Road and Telfer Sideroad. The flowers the 
children found there were anemone, lilies, 
violets, yellow and blue, and jack-in-the-pulpit. 
From there we walked to the lake where we 
all sat on the sandy beach and ate our lunches. 
‘The children would collect the pretty shells 
and stones. They would throw the flat stones 
to see who could skip them the furthest. We 
walked down the beach to Blackwell Side- 
Toad where there was a pile driver which was 
‘sed to put the poles in to fasten the pond 
nets, Pictures were usally taken of this event. 
‘After a full and rewarding day we all went 
back to the school and then home. 

One day the children looked out the win- 
dow and called out to look up at the sky. 
‘There was the biggest object we had ever seen 
in the sky. It was a Zeppelin, so low and just 
above the school yard. We went out, watching 
it as it slowly crossed over the school. It was 
really exciting, Howard West (George Herron) 
climbed to the top of the tamarack tree, lost 
his footing and fell through the branches to 
the ground. 

‘Another time an aeroplane made a forced 
landing south of Michigan Avenue and west of 
Modeland. It was in the 20's and most of the 
children hadn't seen an aeroplane let alone 
touch one. We walked over two miles that day 
but to the children it was another new exper- 
jence and it was worth the effort. 

Every noon in the winter, the children 
wore allowed to skate on the rink when there 
ras ice. 

Boys will be boys. One morning a toad 
was put under the school bell. What the boys 
{I think it was Ken West and Fred Smith) 
didn’t know was that I wasn’t frightened of 
toads and had picked them up on occasion. 
carefully took the toad outside and put it 
on the ground, I think I took away’ their 
fun, 

‘The School Fair was always a big day for 
the children when the pupils from the Sarnia 
Township schools showed vegetables, fruit, 
sewing, baking, writing, drawing and compet- 
fd in drill, 1 entered’ one year in the drill 
competition. 

‘The trustees of $S. No. 7 when I taught 
there were always a help but a trustee who 
comes to mind as being very co-operative was 
Mr, Henry Snauvaert. There was a number of 
Belgian children attending the school and if 
any problem came up, he was always ready to 
help out in any situation, 

Tn 1925 1 started teaching at an annual 
salary of $800.00, progressed to $1,000.00 
but when the depression hit in the 30's my 
salary went back to $900.00. Most of the 
teachers in Sarnia received no more and some 


less than that. 

I resigned in June, 1934 as I was going to 
be married and married teachers weren't 
hired. There were so many single teachers 
with no school, On December 26, 1934, I was 
married to A.C. Francis. 

Boys who attended Blackwell School and 
served in the second world war were: 


Stanley Somes, R.C.A. 
James Somes, R.C.A. 

Charles Somes, R.C.N.V.R. 
George Herron, R.C.A. 

Jack Hardick, R.C.A. 
Russell Hardick, R.C.A.M.C. 
Robert Garrison, R.C.N.V.R. 
Garnet Core, RC.A. 

Glenn Garrison, R.C.A.F. 
Wm. J. Smith, RCAF. 
Raymond Hardick, R.C.A.P. 
Norman O'Dell, R.C.A, 
Raymond Core, R.C.A. 
‘Thomas Edward Sole, R.C.A. 


T taught all of these boys except Stanley, 
James and Charles Somes, but the one boy 
that stands out in my mind was Gamet Core. 
He was too good to be true. I never once had 
to speak to him for talking in school or turn- 
ing around. Having fifty pupils and eight 
grades he was a real pleasure to have in the 
school room. 

He lost his life while serving with the 
Royal Canadian Regiment at Cassino, Italy. 


Teacher, Lillian Wheatley, took the school children to 
view it ~ about 1927. 


Earl Hardick’ And The Pony 


Competitions at Fall Fairs are not new. In 
rural Ontario it was usual that schoo! children 
would be allotted small garden plots on the 
school grounds or close by. In the spring each 
child would lay out his plot and sow vege- 





table and flower seeds. The teacher would 
give instruction, in many cases with the advice 
of an experienced gardener in the community. 
In the fall the produce would be harvested 
and judged. Orville Hardick says that the 
children learned a great deal in this way at 
Blackwell School, 

In 1912, the Forest Fruit Growers’ Asso- 
ciation sponsored a competition open to 
school children in rural schools in Lambton 
County. Each child who wished to enter was 
given one peck of seed potatoes, to plant and 
grow. In the fall, the potatoes were to be dug 
and one bushel was to be brought to Forest 
Fall Fair to be judged. Both Earl and Orville 
Hardick entered the competition. On the day 
appointed they hitched up the family horse 
and buggy and journeyed to Forest. Orville 
says that about thirty children appeared, 
each with a bushel of potatoes, ‘The judges 
walked up and down the row of exhibits and 
began to eliminate the least likely ones. They 
worked away until they were down to two 
final bushels. They belonged to Earl and 
Onville. The judges chose Earl’s and he won 
the one and only prize, a black Shetland pony! 
‘The pony had been donated by Robert Me 
Cormick, a well-known farmer who lived in 
Warwick’ Township on the 2nd Concession 
north of the Village of Warwick, He and his 
brothers had a tile yard using red clay from 
the banks of Bear Creek. 

After some celebrations and making the 
rounds of the fair, which must have taken 
many hours, Earl and Orville started for home 
with the pony following behind the buggy 
on a tether. Apparently other people from 
Blackwell had been to the fair and had re- 
turmed from Forest before the boys. The 
word was out by the time they arrived, weary 
but happy about 3 a.m. Their father, Richard, 
hhad stayed up to welcome them home. 


Earl Hardick with the pony he won, 


In those days there were no. busses to 
transport rural area students to high school in 
Sarnia, When Earl's younger brother, Roy, 
started to high school, he rode the black shet- 
land pony that Earl won at Forest Fall Fair. 
This isa true story. 


Atbor Day — Arbor Day in the thirties meant tidy. 
ing up the school grounds in the morning and then 
going on a picnic to the lake, Some of the children 
picked wild flowers. 


Arbor Day picnic at the beach at Blackwell Sideroad, 





Blackwell School sometime during the time Hazel Lennan taught there ~ 1920 - 1924. The bicycle in thi 
picture belonged to Mr. Henry Conn, the inspector at that time. That wens his means of transportation. 


Grade One Pupils on the School Steps — 
about 1930 

Top Step: Cyril Lambert, Jack Heal, Harold Berdan, 
Robert Garriton, Garnet Core, Walter Purdy, Morris 
VonCowenberg. Second Step: Trene Delmotte, Betsy 
Purves, Irene Snauwaert, Marion Luckins,” Helen 
Desot. Bottom Step: Madeliene Culley, : 
Eileen Culley, Donna Lewis; in front, isa visitor. 


Blackwell School 
contributed by Mabel (McDonald) Kimball 


I taught in Blackwell School from 1934 
1942. 

‘These were years when the community 
had growing pains and the overcrowded 
school enrolment had to be remedied. 

1934 — Fifty-one pupils in one room was 
hectic. 

1985 - 36: Miss Jewel Porter assisted, 
teaching part time at Bright’s Grove School 
and Blackwell School. This arrangement was 
not too satisfactory so a second room was 
built in 1937. 

Miss Porter later married and Miss Marjorie 
MeClement was hired - now Mrs, Jack Tait - 
St. John’s, Newfoundland. 

During those very interesting eight years a 
Young Peoples’ was organized while Rev. M.W. 
Cleave was the minister. 

There were many pleasant activities with 
‘the young people in the community - e.g., 
concerts - plays - dances - skating on the rink 
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Mabel McDonald and Jewel Porter 
1934. 1939 


teachers 


beside the hall and badminton which added so 
much pleasure - Vera (Lewis) Tiggert being 
the organizer of this sport. 

Our school activities ‘were hikes, weiner 
roasis and beautifying the playground. We 
planted several hundred trees from the Dept. 
of Forestry behind the school, also sodded 
the grounds in front of the school after the 
second room was built as the trustees said 
‘gass would not grow on sand. The children 
Worked so diligently and took a great pride in 
nuking flower beds. It was a very happy co- 
operative group to work with. 

As a note of interest, Barl Sitter played 
too near the poison ivy on the school grounds 
and was very uncomfortable. Sombody pre- 
seribed eating the poison ivy leaves which he 
did — then he was violently ill, The poison ivy 
‘was areal menace on the grounds. 


Beyond The Call of Duty 
contributed by Mrs. Florence Bell 


‘The Short autumn day was drawing to a 
close when some Blackwell school boys de- 
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cided to have one last game of baseball. The 
game ended abruptly when the ball crashed 
through a basement window of the school. 
‘Oh well! it was getting late so the boys wend- 
ed their separate ways homeward, pausing at 
times to rustle the fallen leaves and welcome 
the first soft snowflakes. 

‘That night a weary mother skunk search- 
‘ed for a home for herself and baby. The great 
Manitou, who cares for all his furry people, 
had whispered to her that it was time to pre- 
pare for a long winter’s sleep. She found the 
‘open window and entered. Here was a huge 
cavern, just the place to spend the cold win- 
ter months. Soon they were sleeping soundly 
‘on some papers in the furnace room. Moming 
‘came and, like most little animals, the little 
‘one left his sleeping mother and’ went ex- 
ploring. 

‘At the same time the teachers arrived at 
the school, There was a smell of burning rub- 
ber. Two of us, thinking it was a short circuit, 
went down to investigate. We were just in 
time to see a black and white object scumy 
through a door. 

“A cat”, said I. 

“Cat nothing!” exclaimed Mrs, Flett, 
“That was a skunk!” 

Very quietly we went upstairs. Voices 
and steps were hushed in the halls that day 
lest. we disturb our strange visitor. Mean- 
while we faced the problem of how to get him 
ont, 

‘We called a veterinarian who at first sug- 
gested that we poison him. Then he reconsid- 
ered. 

“No,” he said, “that would not do for 
when skunks die they relax and that would be 
disastrous.” 

‘Next we consulted the school inspector. 
He was new in the area and said he had gone 
through all the files that morning and had 


Friendly Indians ~ Billy Purves, Ray Berdan, 
Bob Garrison, Jack Hardick, Jim VanderHeide, Har 
‘old Berdan and Billy Smith, 











never found a parallel case. 

We often hear that our educational system 
is inadequate. Never was that more clearly 
shown for there were qualified teachers and 
an inspector who did not know how to get a 
skunk out of a schoolhouse. 

‘That night two members of the school 
board, A.C. Francis, and Charlie Phelps, came. 
With “devotion beyond the call of duty” they 
planned to get him out. 

We went to the basement and saw the 
little fellow running happily about. There was 
a rustling of papers in the furnace room and 
when we looked there we saw the mother 
skunk! Double trouble now for there were 
‘two undesirable tenants to be evicted in- 
stead of one. We all agreed they were beauti- 
ful skunks, with long, silky, black fur, but a 
school was no place for skunks and out they 
must go. 

Why not flood them out? — but we con- 
cluded ‘that was impossible, Coax them out 
with food, — It was a good idea but might 
take days. At last someone had an idea, “Fire! 
All animals are afraid of fire.” $0, A.C. 
Francis went home and returned with a long, 
iron pipe. We packed it with waste in the one 
end and soaked the waste in kerosene. Then 
Mr. Francis descended with the lighted torch. 

He went very cautiously behind the little 
one and guided him to the stairs. Slowly, 
very slowly the baby ascended. In the eerie 
light of the torch we watched, not daring to 
breathe. Once he stopped and ‘tried to climb 
the wall. Pethaps he remembered his mother 
wasn’t with him. At long last he reached the 
top and disappeared into the darkness and we 
were able to breathe again. 

The mother skunk wasn’t so easily per- 
suaded. It was necessary to scorch her fur be- 
fore she would move. Step by step she moved 
upward until she, too, reached the open and 
ambled off into the darkness, no doubt pon- 
dering on the inhumanity of man, who with 
room and to spare would not allow a tired 
mother skunk and her baby to have aden for 
the winter, 

‘That happened nearly thirty years ago but 
I remember it clearly. The skunks are gone 
and no doubt their descendants still roam the 
Blackwell fields. Our concern today is with 
the dangers in the wider world. But we need 
not fear if leaders may be found with the 
patience, wisdom, courage, and devotion of 
those members of the Blackwell School Board. 


Note: In 1951 Sandy McGeachy won a rose 
bowl for public speaking on the story of the 
skunks in the basement of the Blackwell 








School, The speaking competition was spon- 
sored by Ontario Trustees’ and Ratepayers’ 
Association. 


Blackwell School 
contributed by Beatrice Telfer 


During the early 1930’s new homes be- 
gan to appear, especially on Lakeshore Road, 
and the attendance at Blackwell School grad: 
ually increased. By the fall of 1935, when 
Mabel McDonald was teaching, it was plain 
the overcrowding had become quite critical. 
Bright’s Grove School was also suffering from 
“growing pains”, so the two school boards 
met together to Seek a solution for the prob- 
lem. They decided to hire another teacher, 
who would help out at both schools, days 
about. They advertised in the newspapers on 
Oct. 30, 1935 and received 28 applications 
for the position, 

The following day, being a Saturday, 
many of the teachers came in person to apply. 
John Telfer was Chairman of the Blackwell 
School Board at the time and his wife recalls 
Some amusing incidents in connection with 
the hiring of the teacher. She now takes up 
the story, 


“My husband was out in the field with his 
team of horses, doing the fall plowing on that, 
fateful Saturday. Actually, he didn’t get very 
much plowing done that’ day, for as he re- 
marked later, there was a teacher waiting at 
the end of every furrow! Our home happens 
to beabout mid-way between the two schools, 
80 some of the teachers asked my husband, if 
they got the job, could they come to our 
place to board. He replied they would have to 
see his wife about that, so their next stop was 
our house. 

Now this was my first year as a farm wife 
and with all the extra tasks around the place, 
the farthest thing from my mind was taking 
‘on a boarder. To add to the confusion of that 
Saturday, it was also Halloween, That night, 
when we went to answer a knock at the door, 
we didn’t know whether to expect a teacher 
ora spook! 

When the applications were all in, the two 
school boards met to consider them, ‘They 
chose a teacher, just out of Normal School, 
Jewel Porter, from near Forest. The yearly 
salary of $550. was agreed upon. Later Jewel 
and her parents came to ask if she could at 
least stay with us a couple of weeks until 
another boarding place could be found. To 
make a long story short, the couple of weeks 
stretched to four years. Jewel was a lovely 











‘The Pupils of Blackwell School inside the school — 1937 


Standing at the back: Hazel Somes, Marion Luckins, 
Janet Smith, Carol Luckins, Jeon Garrison, Jewel Por. 
ter (teacher), Harold Berdan, Garnet Core, Bob Garr- 
ton, Glenn Carrion, Mabel MacDonald (teacher). 
First Row (seated): Evelyn Garrison, Eva Somes, 
Mary. Sitter, Marjorie Sitter, ——, Catherine 
Tiggelaar, Corrie Kleefman, Gary Somes, Joan Smith, 

Second Row: Ken Hardick, Terry Rogers, 
Margaret Luckins, —__, Raymond Core, 
“Arthur Banninga, Homer VanCowenberg, Mark Long, 


girl, who fitted well into our home and stayed 
with us until she resigned to be married four 
years later. She is now Mrs. Robert Kember 
and resides on the London Road, In her sec- 
ond year of teaching, another room was add- 
ed to Blackwell School and she became the 
teacher of the junior grade. 

‘The community population continued to 
grow, with more homes being built, and in 
1949 a third room was added, two more in 
1953 and two more in 1957. In 1944 the 
school board purchased a house and lot adjoin- 
ing the school property, to be used as a resi- 
dence for teachers. Margaret and Alice Frank- 
lin were the first teachers to occcupy this 
house, 

‘Through all these changes and increasing 
school costs, there were many problems to be 
worked out, Under the old tax structure 
with educational costs being assessed to both 
buildings and land, the farmers found they 
were paying a far higher percentage of the 
school tax than the ones who just owned 
houses and lots. This problem also existed in 
areas outside of other cities, Finally the gov- 
ernment, urged on by the Federation of Agri- 
culture, legislated new laws taking educational 
taxes off land and putting it on homes only. 


Earl Sitter, Fred Sole, George Rogers. Third Row: 
Ronald Smith, Thelda Hardick, Jean Kleefman, Jack 

Remi Brackevelt, Walter Yeates, Maxine Sitter, 
Roy Garrison, Angele VanCowenberg. Fourth Row: 
Lorne Hardick, Twynne Tiggelaar, Catherine Kleef: 
man, Jean Berdan, Joe Lehman, Bud Sole, Donna 
Lewis, Remi Warnez, Lucien Braekevelt, Bill Smith, 
Fifth Row: Catherine Lekman, Arnold Anderson, 
Margaret Somes, Ray Hardick, Willena Yeates, Joe 
Avery, 


Now, instead of just farm people complaining, 
everyone complains about high taxes for edu- 
cation. They say ‘misery loves company’, so 
that may be the reason we have grown into 
such a friendly, peaceful community.” 


Other Facts About The School Section 


Darius James, George Thurston and 
Richard Hardick were the first elected trust- 
ees of the school. Others I remember who 
acted as trustees through the years were — 
Harvey Smith, John Wheatley, Carl Smith, 
Herman and ‘Lloyd Sitter, Colin Berdau, 
Earl Hardick, Cameron Caesar, Charles 
Phelps, Glenn’ Garrison, William Kirk, Ernie 
Banks, Lorne Van Gaver. There must have 
been a great many more as they were elected 
for three year terms. Some of the secretary 
treasurers were — T.C. Wheatley, John Wheai- 
ley, Carl Smith, A.C. Francis, and George 
Connors. 

‘The Township Board was formed in 1964, 
with five members. Lois Bremner was a met 
ber and also served as Chairman of the Board, 

Hazel Lennan, who taught in the early 
1920’s is now living in Florida (Mrs. Chas. 











Craig). Edith Marshall is also in Florida. Lena 
James talked with her on the phone and told 
her about the Home-coming. 


‘The Following Items Are Contributed 
by Margaret Core 


Musie 


Music has always been an important part 
of the curriculum at Blackwell School. Class- 
room choirs, triple trios, duets and solos have 
been performed by many pupils over the 
years, and many trophies won. Music teachers 
‘who have taught in the school are: 


Ruth Leckie Marion Tully 

Joan Downie Jeanne Houghton 

Howard Braun Peter Marcin 
French 


Grades 5 to 8 receive 20 minutes of 
French instruction daily, to provide an intro- 
duction to oral French ‘and help prepare the 
pupils for a more advanced course in high 
school. ‘Teachers who have taught French at 
Blackwell School are: 


Mrs. Shepherd Mme, LePage 
Mme. Hebert Mme. Viola 
Other Programmes 


With the formation of the County Board 
of Education came the opportunity for pupils 
from the township to travel to a school in 
Sarnia to receive instruction in Home Eco- 
nomics and Shop. Girls and boys from Grades 
7 and 8 went by bus to King George VI 
school once a week. Since the building of the 
Resource Centre onto the school some ten 
years ago, Mrs. Wanda Scott has been the 
Part-time Librarian, Special Education teachers 
visit the school on a regular basis to help 
children with special needs, as does a speech 
therapist. For several years, volunteers from 
the community conducted Body Management 
classes in the gymnasium for children in the 
junior grades who could benefit from this 
‘training. 

Sports has always been an important part 
of the pupil's life at Blackwell School . 
inter-mural and inter-school. Soccer, floor 
hockey, volley ball, badminton, baseball, 
two-pitch, table tennis, basketball, track and 
field sports and cros¢-country running are 
some of the activities available and participat- 
ed in by a large number of the children. The 
overall achievement record of the school 
has been very good. 








The Teacher's House 


In 1944, the board of trustees of Black- 
well Public School, then known as $.8. No. 7, 
purchased a small’ frame bungalow and lot, 
situated adjacent. to the school property on 
the west, on Blackwell Road. This seemed to 
be the solution to the problem of finding 
boarding places for two teachers. In those 
days it was considered necessary that the 
teachers live in the community in which they 
taught. 

‘The house was built about the year 1912 
by Robert Culley who had purchased the 
property from Harvey Smith, who lived on 
the comer of Blackwell Road and Blackwell 
Side Road. Robert Culley moved into his new 
home with his bride, the former Lottie 
‘Thompson. A few years later Mr. Culley sold 
the house back to Mr. Smith, who rented it 
for several years before selling to Albert and 
Bertha Jaecques in 1940. 

‘Tenants who rented from Mr, Smith and 
lived in the house were Norman and Olive 
Heal, John Leugs, Lome and Nora Johnson, 
Vera Lewis and her family. 

From 1945 to 1956, teachers lived in the 
“teacherage”. Garnet and Norma McDiarmid 
and their family were the last to live in it. 
Since the school’s enrolment. was increasing 
rapidly at that time, the board decided it was 
time to move the house off the property and 
expand the school yard. The house is now at 
2043 Blackwell Road, Mr. and Mrs. Loader’s 
residence, 





Irene Jaceques age seven months, infront of the 
house which later became the teachers? house. 











Mr. and Mrs. John Tait — Mrs. Tait is the former 
Marjorie MeClement who taught in the junior room 
in the year 1940 to 1941. 


Blackwell Schoo! 
contributed by Lois Bremner 


In the years following the war it became 
evident that the “rubber plant” was here to 
stay. It became the nucleus for what has come 
to be known an “The Chemical Valley”. 

‘Those who had come to work in the plant 
during the war, the returning service person- 
nel and the many newcomers who arrived to 
work in the expanding industries were looking 
for accommodation, The Blackwell area had 
desirable advantages. The section to the south 
of the CNR tracks ‘was good farming land. 
There was @ two room school, a one room 
church, a community hall, and Mary & Jack 
Heslop’ were starting a store. A very attract- 
jive feature to the north was Lake Huron 
along the shores of which were summer 
cottages. 

‘The first newcomers to the area apprec- 
jated the privileges of the lake, the freedom of 
living in the country, the independent spirit 


of the community and at the same time, being 
close to the city and to their work. These 
newcomers were principally young couples 
with growing families. With improved roads, 
transportation and affluence, the population 
grew quickly. The newcomers soon outnum- 
ered the original settlers and as numbers 
grew so grew the number of changes in the 
community. 

The school was the site of many such 
changes. More classrooms were needed to 
house the growing number of children, New 
and expanded teaching “methods” and “phi- 
losophies” demanded specialized facilities. 
Increased teaching staff required more and 
better accommodation. Adequate plumbing, 
lighting, heating and ‘safety features were 
demanded both by the Department of Edu- 
cation and the local building authorities. 
Playground equipment, audio-visual aids, tele. 
vision, all became part of the school pro- 
gramme. 

Prior to the Township School Area form 
of administration at the decree of the Pro- 
vincial Government any capital expendi- 
ture incurred by the schools was dependent 
upon the approval of the ratepayers of the 
individual school section. Blackwell, then 
known as SS. No. 7, held some interesting 
and heated meetings in order to gain the ap- 
proval of the ratepayers to build each class- 
room, all-purpose room, washroom or closet. 
If you didn’t know the people in the com- 
munity before, you surely became aware of 
‘them at such meetings as everyone turned out 
to vote “for” or “against” the money to be 
spent, Never have “eligible” voters been so 
carefully scrutinized and challenged. But 
Blackwell has long been known for the qual- 
ity of education which it offers and if the 
school board promoting the expenditure 
could justify the value and the need, the rate- 
payers provided the funds. 


‘The school board too underwent changes. 
For many years it was customary for three of 
the men to look after the school business. 
They were appointed at the annual meeting 
held by law, on the Tuesday between Christ- 
mas and the New Year. At this time the 
annual report was read and the financial re- 
port given by the secretary-treasurer, the nec- 
essary board members appointed or reappoint- 
ed and the thing was done. With the popula- 
tion increasing many of the newcomers want- 
ed to have a say in the affairs of the school. 
Many of the farm people were willing to let 
someone else share the headaches of hiring 
teachers, paying salaries and keeping the 
furnace going. 
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In the 1950's the Board began to prepare 
an agenda for the regular monthly meeting 
and copies of the minutes were typed and 
sent to each member in advance of the meet 
ing in order for them to ‘do some homework” 
in preparation for the business to be discussed 
at the following meeting. A secretary-treasur- 
er other than a board member was appointed 
during these years. Board members were not 
peid an honorarium, as is now done on the 
Lambton County Board of Education, 

"The school yard gradually became enlarg- 
ed and improved. In 1956 the teacherage 
which was located adjacent to the schoo! was, 
moved off the property. This area was event- 
ually covered with a tarmac surface and the 
basketball standards erected. In 1954 addi- 
tional property was added to the west which 
permitted an entrance and exit from Black- 
‘well Sideroad near the tracks. The engineers 
of the trains using the tracks began to com- 
plain that the children were impeding the pro- 
gress of the trains and endangering their lives 
by using the railway property as a pathway to 
the school. So began a safety program to alert 
the pupils to the hazards of trains on the 
tracks and cars on the roads. 

‘To improve the playing area some fill was 
brought in, Up until 1968, many loads of dirt 
left in the wagons after the sugar beets were 
unloaded at the weigh scales, had been dump- 
ed in the school yard, levelling was done and 
rather futile attempts to provide a grassed 
baseball field were made. Landscaped grass 
and shrubbery around the buildings were 
more successful. It was a sad day when the big 
trees at the front fell prey to the Dutch Elm 
disease and were taken down and replaced by 
another sign of “progress”, a parking lot for 
the teachers’ cars. 

During the sixties the school was made 
available for use by the community for a 
variety of affairs. The all-purpose room was, 
the site of squaredancing groups, Christmas 
concerts and meetings. On Sundays the class- 
rooms were used by the church for the grow- 
ing Sunday School enrolment. The play- 
ground was used by groups for baseball games, 
soccer, a skating rink and various other out- 
door activities. 

New words came into use. The part-time 
janitor became a full time custodian and as 
the school grew an assistant custodian was 
added to the staff. The principal took over 
more administrative duties and a principal’s 
relief was hired. In 1957 when the kinder- 
garten room was added, a KP teacher started 
‘2 morning and an afternoon session to teach 
5 year old pupils the rudiments of Kinder- 


garten-Primary education to ensure that it was 
hot a baby-sitting service for mothers who 
wanted to play golf or socialize as many of 
the ratepayers had feared. A teacher to teach 
French was added to the staff on a part- 
time basis as an extracurricular program to 
demonstrate to the ratepayers that it could be 
a valuable tool for the future citizens and 
leaders of our country. 

Blackwell School can be very proud of the 
contribution it has made to the musical life 
of the community. During the expansion 
years this was an important part of the school 
programme and fortunately most able and 
gifted teachers expanded and developed the 
‘music programme. Parents gladly became in- 
volved in concerts, the music festival and 
programmes. They ‘spent much time driving 
groups of children hither, yon and back again, 
making costumes and props and being the 
“audience” for many a first time or repeat 
performance, 

‘Throughout the years there were peaks 
and valleys of enthusiasm for the Home and 
School Association. As the community be- 
‘came more urban the emphasis on the impor- 
tance of therole of the school seemed to shift. 
Parents formed car pools to get their children 
to the city for fancy skating, ballet, piano 
lessons, hockey, swimming, social events and 
for dental and health care. It is interesting to 
note that the very qualities of life that drew 
the first new comers to the area, the security 
and seeming simplicity of life in'the country, 
were soon smothered by the more sophisti- 
cated wants of urban communities. There 


Blackwell Winners in the 1952 Kiwanis 
‘Music Festival in Chatham, Ontario. 


L. to R.: Joyce Flett, Sally Smith, Connie Francis, 
Kathleen Wehring, Mary Lou Francis. 





came the day when the school was planning a 
“field trip” to visit the James farm, a farm 
within one third of a mile of the school and 
which most of the pupils passed each day, on 
foot or in a car, on their way to or from some 
activity in which they were involved. 

In 1965, S.8. No. 7 became a part of the 
Sarnia Township School Area. Candidates for 
the Area School Board were nominated from 
the township at large. Five trustees were elect- 
ed by ballot at the time of the municipal elec- 
tion by the ratepayers from the whole town- 
ship. Blackwell School lost its unique individ- 
uality, 

In 1969 the Provincial Government re- 
moved the local schools even further from the 
direct control of the community which they 
served by forming County School Areas, 
Blackwell School came under the jurisdiction 
of the Lambton County Board of Education. 
Sarnia Township Schools which, in the 1950's 
were governed by over thirty local school 
section trustees, were now represented on 
the Lambton County Board of Education by 
two members elected from Sarnia Township, 

‘Three developments following 1969 were 
the expansion of large central schools, the 
closing of rural schools and the bussing of 
students living outside of urban commun: 
ities. 


Blackwell Graduates Honoured 


In June 1952, a graduation banquet and 
social evening were held in Blackwell Hall. 
Honoured at the occasion were Mrs. James E. 
Flett, principal of Blackwell School and, the 
members of the last four years grade 8 gradu- 
ation classes. Special guest was Mrs. Russell 
Garrison, nee Irene Hardick, who, in 1912, 
was the first pupil to graduate from Blackwell 
School. She was presented with a graduation 
pin, along with the more recent graduates. 

‘Sponsoring the affair was the Blackwell 
School Club, President Robert A. McGeachy 
was chairman and the dinner was convened by 
Mrs. Clarence E. Dease, 

Charles Phelps, Chairman of Blackwell 
School Board introduced the head table 
guests, including one pupil representing each 
year. They were Edward Moorehouse, 1949; 
Cynthia Vrolyk, 1950; Joy Howson, 1951 
and Lois Garrison, 1952. 

Guest Speaker was Mr. J.J. Edwards of 
Petrolia, He was introduced by Mrs, Cameron 
Bell and thanked by Norbert Hendrycks. 

Mrs. Flett presented pins to the graduates. 
Thereupon Cynthia Vrolyk proposed a toast 


Graduating Class 1954 


Back Row: George Caesar, Catherine Sitter, Sharon 
Hunt, Jim Cox. Front Row: Ralph MacIntosh, Bee 
erley Dease, Mary Lou Francis, Robert Morley 


to the school, to which one of the teachers, 
Mrs. Ross Routliffe, replied. A toast to the 
class of 1952 was proposed by Wm. C. Van- 
derBurgh, public school inspector for Lamb- 
ton Inspectorate No. 1, to which John Kuind- 
ersma replied. Another toast to the previous 
classes was proposed by Mrs. W.C, Vander. 
Burgh. Jean Guise replied. John Lambley 
thanked those participating in arrangements 
for the evening, 

Pupils during the four years include: 
class of 1949, Edward Moorehouse, Mary De- 
Buck, Doris Berdan and Margaret Guise; class 
of 1950, Ruby Berdan, William DeMeester, 
Connie Francis, Jean Guise, Gayle Howson, 
Greta Kuindersma, John 'Lambley, Sally 
Smith, Jack Somes, Pauline Somes, Fern Tel: 
fer, Elsie VanGaver and Cynthia Vrolyk; class 
of 1951, Roger Hardick, Gertrude Hendrycks, 
Norbert’ Hendrycks, Joy Howson, Phyllis 
Luckins, Donald Sitter, Betty Jean Thurston 
and Paul VanGaver; and class of 1952, Char- 
lene Bodkin, Dorothy Dease, Joyce’ Flett, 
Edward Fluter, John Kuindersma, Sandy Me- 
Geachy, Edward Phelps, Loreen Stinson, 
‘Tryntje Veenkamp and Barty Vrolyk. 

A display of trophies and awards won at 
various times during school years by the fol- 
lowing pupils were shown: Connie Francis, 
Joyce Flett, Sally Smith, Sandy McGeachy, 
‘Ted Phelps and Norbert Hendrycks. 





Grades One and Three 1953 - 4 
Front Row: Lawrence Coleman, Eric Fowler, Donald Phelps, Walter Wetering, Terry Somes, John Snauwaert, 
Robert Wilton, Jim Connors, Murray Taylor, Raymond Stewart, Bruce Praill. Back Row: Faye Somes, Patricia 
West, Donna McEachern, Gail Emmerton, Arlette Verlinde, Audrey Hordick, Judy Snauwaert, Catherine Garr: 
son, Margaret Nicolai (teacher), Linda McEackern, Carol Taylor, Jane Bremner, Sharon Kilbreath, 
Carol George, Layne Carobin, Vera Hardick.. 


Grades Two and Four 1953 - 4 
Front Row: Erie Howson, Wayne West, Jackie Wilton, Barry Brewin, Tom Stokes, —___, Richard Mitchell, 
Danny Mackie, Middle Row: Beverley Mitchell, Leona Ceorge, Penny Randolph, Mary 
Caesar, Sylvia Shanks (teacker), Judy Garrison, Donna Hillier, Louise DeLong, Sharon Racker, Gail Chalmers. 
Back Row: Don Kingdon, Richard Burr, Bob Kingdon, Larry Phillips, LaVerne Pembleton, Wayne Atmore, 
» Albert Wetering, Bob Welch, 





Grades Two and Three 1955 


Front Row: Ann Gilbert, Pat West, Penny Somes, 
Betsy Williamson, Frances Merron, Marie Bremner, 
Margaret Phelps. Second Row: Audrey Hardick, 
Linda Thibideay, Cathy Garrison, Diane Rogers, Jane 
Bremner, Ann Adamack (teacher), Layne Carobin, 
Vera Hardick, Gail Gibbs, Sharon Kilbreath, Third 
Row: Douglas MacKay, Bvelyn Atmore, 


Linda MeEachern, Wayne Stewart, Jim Connors, Judy 
Snauwaert, Janet Hilditeh, Avril Sutton, Bob Crone, 
Wayne Burden, Back Row: Donald Phelps, Calvin 
Wolts, Jim Atmore, Walter Wetering, Roger Thurston, 

, Lawrence Coleman, Bruce Praill, Erie Fow 
ler, Bill Wilton, Jamie Patterson, Terry Somes, 


Grades Seven and Bight 1955 - 56 


Front Row: Carolyn Garrison, Naney Snauwaert, 
Joan Hardick, Margo Williamson, Mary Jane De 
Long. Second Row: Marie Wetering, Patricia Hardick 
Beverley Racker, Joanne Conway, Garnet MeDiarmid 
(principal), Bonnie Hunt, Diane Conway, Judy Burke, 
Lynne Carobin. Third Row: Lloyd Thurston, Jack 


Gibbs, Douglas Chalmers, Cary Archer, Lloyd King 


don, Wayne Somes, Bruce James, David Phelps, Larry 
Lockhart, Bill Caeser. Back Row: John Patterson, 
Gordon Pembleton, Richard De Long, Bill Flater, 
Charles McBeath, John Hacking, Bill Thibideau, Terry 
Kingdon, Gary Thurston, Jim Taylor. 





Blackwell School 1957 


Blackwell School 1961 — 1965 
contributed by Neil Campbell 


I was a bit apprehensive about coming to 
Blackwell School in September 1961. In the 
spring of that year I decided to apply for the 
principalship when I learned that Mr. Timms 
was leaving to work in North Bay Teachers? 
College. My apprehension was centered around 
my decision to apply or not to apply. I had 
been offered a vice-principalship in Sarnia, 
Should I move? I had never experienced going 
through an interview. Could I survive an inter- 
view? My apprehension was heightened by the 
fact that Blackwell School enjoyed a wide- 
spread reputation for having an excellent 
standard of education. Could I maintain or 
improve upon that standard of excellence? 
Imade my decision to apply; I survived the 
interview. I was offered the job and accepted. 
My last apprehension persisted. September 
came, and [ embarked upon a very rewarding 
educational experience. 

When I look back in analysis of the exper- 
ence, in an attempt to determine what made 
it so rewarding, I must conclude that it was 
the opportunity I had to associate with some 
very fine people — the board, the teaching 
staff, the pupils, the cleaning staff, the par- 
ents and the school visitors. 

T had had prior to my Blackwell exper- 
ionce very little to do with a Board of Edu- 
cation. That little was restricted exclusively 
to salary negotiations and that did not leave 
very warm remembrance of a board. My 
experience in Blackwell was to change my 
perception. The board members, all three of 
them, were very interested in the community, 
the school, the pupils and even in the school 
staff. I was in attendance at all meetings and 
brought any concer to the board knowing 
full well that each would get an understand- 


ing hearing and a sensitive and sensible reso- 
lution. While all questions were thoroughly 
discussed, that discussion was free of tension. 
Tam sure that my association with the board 
members helped to make my years at Black- 
well very happy ones. 

1 worked for and with the board, but 
worked also with the staff. When I arrived 
there was a nucleus of experienced teachers 
who helped me to get my feet on the ground. 
We were also very fortunate over the years in 
being able to secure capable people to replace 
those who were leaving for one reason or an- 
other. The early sixties were years of growth 
and teachers moved about quite easily from 
one board to another. No year went by with- 
out some staff changes. 

There was keen competition between 
boards in the market for graduates of teachers’ 
colleges. The annual trip to London in search 
of teachers was a memorable experience. 
Graduates would line up to interview several 
boards. The graduates with high marks could 
go wherever they pleased. Even though many 
were headed for larger centers, we were al- 
ways fortunate in securing good teachers for 
Blackwell. 

One of my priorities was to encourage the 
staff to work harmoniously towards the same 
end — providing an excellent education for 
the pupils. All staff members were very con- 
scientious, and they did their best to reach 
that goal. I never had to order or demand. 
‘Any suggestion for improvement was acted 
upon readily. «A volunteer always came forth, 
and worked 80 much more effectively than a 
conscript. 

The day to day work marched along 
smoothly, but most memorable events center 
ed around special projects. Music Festival was 
always an exciting time at Blackwell. Mrs, 
Marion Tully was the itinerant music teacher. 
Her energy level was immeasurable and she 
and the staff entered a number of choirs and 
trios each year. Although each entry per- 
formed admirably, the highlight was always 
‘the kindergarten action song. Mothers created 
costumes of incredible intricacy, the kinder- 
garten pupils learned song after song, dances 
and drills, and provided excellent entertain- 
ment. One year the adjudicator gave the pu- 
pils a mark of 105 per cent. That mark was 
really a true reflection of ali the effort that 
went into the production. 

‘Music festival was no sooner over than the 
preparations for field day were seriously 
underway. Some preparation was done even 
during April and May. Some problems arose 
over the overlapping preparations, but every- 





Graduating Class 1961 
Front Row: Catherine Garrison, Audrey Hardick, Patricia West, Katherine Iden, Janet Hilditch, Layne Carobia. 
‘Second Row: Virginia MeArthur (teacher), James Bothwell, Bruce Prail, Wayne Burden, Mervin Howes, Wayne 
Secor, Dorne Hunt, Bradley Sloan, Morion Tully (music teacher). Back Row: Richard Todd (teacher), Tom 
Stokes, Jim Connors, Ron Cupick, William Macintosh, Allan Phillips, Donald Phelps, Ronald Timms (principal). 


Chuckie Alpaugh, Sandy MeCracken, John Laurence, 
Jock MeCracken, Wendy Alpaugh, with teachers 
‘Jessie Simpson and Verna McLaughlin, 


thing worked out well in the end, and neither 
festival nor field day suffered. 

‘The school could not run with the board 
and teaching staff only. An important part of 
the smooth operation at Blackwell was the 
cleaning staff. It was my good fortune to have 
arrived when Mr, Brian Maw was the custo- 
dian, He was capably assisted by his wife and 
his daughter Mrs, Alice Webring, Brian and I 
did not work together for very long, because 
he retired in December of 1961. Before his re- 
tirement I came to look upon him as a friend 
and was sure that my friendship was recipro- 
cated. Brian filled me in with local history, 
and before long I knew how What’shis-name 
was related to Whosit! ‘The Maw family was 
proud of the school and took great care in 
making sure that it was always spotless, They 
established a standard of cleanliness which 
was difficult to match. I wondered if we 
would ever find as good a replacement as 
Brian, 

From the several applicants the board se- 
lected Mr. Bruce Mason. Alice stayed on to 
help Bruce. The standard of cleanliness did 
not suffer one whit. Before long Bruce be- 
‘came my right hand man. His job description 
expanded to include many unwritten tasks 
which he willingly undertook. If something 
needed to be done, Bruce did it, Soon he was 





Graduating Class 1963 

Front Row: Libby Randolph, Frances Gilbert, Jone Henderson, Margaret Phelps, Janet Scott. Middle Row: Diane 
Rogers, Jackie Comway, Judy Crone, Carolyn Stevens, Lorna Hardick, Marcia Racey, Cordon MacKay. Back Row: 
Bob Lawrence, Steven Heslop, Steven Racey, John Reid, Frank Vago, Bill Hunt, Tom Walker. 


checking in the supplies, stocking the shelves 
of the supply cupboards, and was letting me 
know when I should order more pencils, 
‘erasers, papers and rulers. 

‘To the pupils Bruce became Dr. Mason. 
For tender loving care and a bandage for a 
cut or a scrape there was no better person to 
approach, Bruce also did yard duty with those 
pupils who brought their lunch. ‘The young- 
sters vied with one another to see who could 
hold Bruce’s hands as they walked around the 
playground, discussing many very, very im- 
portant topics. 

‘The teachers soon began to rely upon 
Bruce for the little extras. Cupboards, shelves, 
stools — teachers kept him busy’ making 
these things, Bruce also cashed pay cheques 
at the bank, bought license plates, installed 
them on the cars, went to Manley’s for sup- 
plies. You name it, Bruce did it. 

T remember that I really appreciated hav- 


ing Bruce available to run into town, but 
there were a couple of times in a row that I 
wished he had not gone. On each occasion a 
pupil had become ill, I could still see Bruce 
driving away in the car, and I was left to clean 
up after the patients. After these experiences, 
I crossed my fingers each time Bruce left the 
school. That certainly was an effective way 
to make the teachers and me appreciate the 
custodian. 

‘The parents at Blackwell were always very 
understanding and very interested in their 
children’s education. Such a combination of 
attitudes made for a happy place in which to 
work, Because of this parental interest, the 
pupils, for the most part, came to school pre- 
pared to work to the best of their ability. 
‘They did learn to do homework and to study 
for exams. I always felt that these habits paid 
dividends in later years. I must admit that I 
have felt a twinge of pride years after I had 
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Kindergarten Action Song — Lambton County Music Festival 1963 


Front Row: Debbie Hyde, Jamie McCormack, Ronnie 
Fellows, Randy Rogers, Shelley Duncombe, Laurene 
Bresette, Douglas Mitchell, June Lea, John Stokes, 
David Nicolai, Cathy Ames, Middle Row: Judy Core, 
Cindy Sargent, Mark Kuindersma, Chris Jackson, 
Marion Cairns, Ronnie DeMeester, Vicki Tice, Karen 
MeLean, Mark Long, Dale Lambert, Joyce Richard. 


‘taught a pupil at Blackwell when I read in the 
newspaper of his or her accomplishments, 
dust the other day I was talking to Mr. 
Mason about our years together at Blackwell. 
He remembered putting the nativity scene out 
in front of the school each year before Christ- 
mas. Perhaps his comment best describes the 
community when he said, “You know, we 
never lost one light bulb in all the years we 
put up that display.” ‘That fact demonstrates 
to me the respect which flowed between the 
school and the community which it served for 
so many years. | am happy that I had a small 
part in the history of Blackwell School. 


School Days 
contributed by 
Anne Marie (Kershaw) Peterson 


The last time I visited Blackwell Public 
School was 14 years after T had made my 
formal departure as a student. 

T was amused as I stooped awkwardly to 
take a drink from the miniature fountain. The 


son, Patty Lawson, Joyce Baird, Karen Lamb. Bock 
Row: Caroline Moore (teacher), Atvin Lazoruk, Lise 
Kershaw, Patricia Spaulding, Christine Robb, Lynn 
MeAvity, David Garrison, Nancy Billings, Barbara 
Chitovas, Joan Harrison, Karen Rogers, Sherry Le 
Neve, Joonne Blair, Michael Stevens. 


hallways seemed to close in on me, 

T haven't been back since that time but 
every now and again the memories surface 
no apparent reason. Some are painful. Most 
are mildly amusing. 

My most vivid memory of kindergarten 
was Miss Josh whose unmatched beauty and 
energy endeared me, and the school principal 
I think, to her. I remember one Valentine's 
Day when she appeared in an expansive red 
skirt and white lace blouse. I thought for 
years after that she must have been the in- 
Spiration for that day. 

T do not think back so fondly on my 
Grade 1 teacher, who unknowingly I'm sure, 
humiliated me in front of a sea of faces when 
she announced that my printing was the worst 
in the class. I had even outdone Scott Hender- 
son, who was notoriously inept with a pencil, 

My debut in a school production as Suzy 
Snowflake the following year was also a high- 
light. But my angelic reputation evaporated 
soon after when I became the first girl student 
to get the strap for playing hooky. In retro- 
spect, even that gives me a certain amount of 
pride. 











I also remember how wonderful it was 
when my little brother, John, grew up to be 
my big brother and honorably accepted the 
role of protecting me from the bullies that 
lurk in every school yard. I knew then that I'd 
been smacked by my last snowball 

What a delight it would be, I've often 
thought, to run into one of my former school- 
mates on the street, There were many whom I 
still think about occasionally and wonder 
what became of them. Did John McFadyen 
ever become a dentist, his ambition when I 
last saw him? Did Mike McAvity ever grow up 
to be tall? Did Rob Ellis eventually lose all 
his teeth playing hockey? 

I can still visualize the rows of faces in 
my Grade 8 classroom and hear the snickers 
that accompanied one of Mrs. McArthur’s 
(social studies teacher) shrill “judge yourself 
accordingly class”. Both she and principal 
Farrar, who seemed a true ogre at the time, 
have long since been resurrected in my mind 
as truly gifted and devoted teachers. 

‘The windows and doors of the schoo! will 
no doubt be boarded up soon. The history of 





Blackwell Public School is about to be sus- 
pended. But every student, who has shuffled 
‘through its hallways, has locked away a piece 
of the history of the school. And that’s what 
will keep it alive. 


Blackwell School 1970 - 1980 
contributed by Paul Noel 


1970 marked the end of the turbulent 
sixties and the beginning of a new era. ‘The 
very last of the baby boom children were half- 
way through school. Blackwell entered the de- 
cade with 271 pupils and finished it with less 
than 120. Although a sixty-eight year school 
history is coming to a close we all experienced 
many fine times and each memory deserves a 
place on these pages. 


1970 

‘The Blackwell library was built in 1970 
on the west side of the school. It was the last 
of a series of expansions since 1912. Mrs. 





Kindergarten Action Song — Lambton County Music Festival 1964 — Peter Pan 


Front Row: Karen Blake, Kelly Sloan, Robert Rout 
liffe, Judy Hibberd, Ian Toms, Danny Congdon. Sec. 
‘ond Row: Terry Lamb, Martin Cole, Andrew Hell, 
Gregory Spradbrow, Catherine Luckins, — 

Lori Passingham, Shelley Galli, Kelly Sitter, Helen 
Chitovas, Billy Thomas. Third Row: + Bonnie 








Jackson, Adiel Heytens, Paial Anderson, John Hext, 
Cameron Wallis, Mary Ellen Hislop. Back Row: Dirk 
Zevenbergen, Vaughn Adams, Donna Crone, Allan 
Heubl, Suson Hasse, John Bremner, —_, Freddie 
Heslop, Russell Le Neve, 


Wanda Scott became the librarian when the 
library was opened, She remained until 1980 
and we appreciate her many fine years of ser- 
vice. 
General Yearly Features 

Variety Nights, Science Fairs, Field Days, 
Play Days, Education Weeks and Parent walk 
throughs were yearly events. Some of these 
traditions began in the sixties, some after 
1970 but whenever they originated they were 
and stillare probably the most vivid memories, 

Variety Nights usually held during the 
Christmas season were the result of many long 
hours of practice by the students and coach- 
ing by the teachers. The final product whether 


Grade Seven 1969 - 70 


Front Row: Mike Carr, Jeff Horley, Ed Hulshof, 
Michael Stevens, Mark Kuindersma, Randy Rogers, 
Chris Jackson, Doug Mitchell, Brian Smith, Rick 
Stewart, Middle Row: David Nicolai, David Garrison, 
Laurie Stuart, Lisa Kershaw, Joyce Baird, Debbie 
Hyde, Vieki Tice, Karen Rogers, Karen McLean, 


Lynn MeAvity, Alvin Lazaruk, Allen Metealfe. Back 
Rou: Poul Jackson (teacher), Reon Martin, Fudy Hib: 
berd, Karen Lamb, Joanne Blair, Georgia Delgrosso, 
Joan Harrison, Cathy Ames, Christine Robb, Terry 
Ward. (Missing from picture Cindy Sargent ond Judy 
Core). 





Grade Seven 1972 
Front Row: Cathy Rankin, Mary Lou Ditta, Michelle Black, Jill Ames, Barbara Ellis, Jenny Stokes. Middle Row 
Peter Nicolai, Andrew Hibberd, Tim Boker, Bradley Lightfoot, Poul Ilyde, Ron Hardick, Roderick Bley, Robert 
Eddy, Terry Lamb, Back Row: Douglas Farrar (principal), Allan Huebl, Chris Cooke, Gregory Jaychuck, Andrew 
Godin, James Don, Poul Bremner, Ted Zatylny, Calvin Laur, Fred Heslop, Poul Jackson (teacher). 


intentionally or unintentionally comical was 
shown before the parents. The songs, dances 
and plays reinforced the good feeling which 
Christmas time brought. 

Science Fairs, another product of hard 
work by the students were held in April 
Teachers originally judged the projects. In 
1978 Dr. Jack Pal and Mr. Jim Whitson 
judged; in 1979 Robert Dell and Jim Whitson 
and in 1980 Mr. Tony Chitovas, Mr. Ken 
Cowan and Mr. Jim Whitson, 

Education Weeks which began in 1974 
‘were most often in April. Oceanography, the 
first and probably one of the most interest- 
ing gave us an insight into the bizarre world of 
the seas. Mythology, kites, magic and Dino- 
saurs were all studied 

In December 1978 a new type of Educa- 
tion Week was held, Pioneer Days. They were 
from December 4 to Friday December 22, 
‘The students were exposed to a half day of 
life and its Christmas time crafts as they were 
almost one hundred years ago. The entire 


venture was due largely to the teachers and a 
group of hard working, creative volunteers 
who gave up their time to show us life as it 

Parent walk-throughs introduced just be- 
fore 1970 gave the parents a view into their 
child's education. The parents were given a 
chance to meet the teachers and to see the 
artwork displayed by the students. 

Field Day was in early June. It was a time 
when students were handed the opportunity 
to compete in high, long, standing and triple 
jumps, shot put, races, and ball throw. Many 
records were broken and the winners of each 
event went on to Central Field Day where the 
athletes of all area schools would gather in 
competition, 

Play Day was in late June and the last 
event of the year. Held most often in the 
height of a heat wave it was an afternoon of 
fun, 














1971 

August 1971 is probably best remembered 
for the storm which downed power lines and 
hundreds of trees in this area. Two ancient 
trees fell from the old James O’Mara property 
(Lot 37) blocking Blackwell Road just west of 
the comer of Blackwell Sideroad and Black- 
well Road. The regular freight trains which 
passed on the old Grand Trunk Railway had 
ceased by 1971, Passenger cars had been re- 
moved about 15 years before. 
1972 

Grades seven and eight attended Shop and 
Home Economics for the first time in Septem- 
ber 1972 at King George VI School. Mrs. 
McGugan and Mr. Westlake were the teachers. 
Mr. Westlake remained as the Shop teacher 
until June 1979. Among the other Home Ec. 
teachers were Mrs. Caslick, Mrs. Wilson, and 
Mrs. Buckley. 
Mr, Douglas Farrar left Blackwell in June 








of 1972 after serving us as Principal since 
1965. He moved to King George School. Mr. 
Stewart McLay formerly of Wawanosh School 
replaced Mr. Farrar. 

‘The first edition of the Blackwell School 
Newspaper was printed in September of "72 
and was in print for several months before 
being terminated that school year. 

1973 

1973 was marked by the first split class in 
many years, It was only the beginning of an 
obvious trend in declining enrolment. ‘The 
thirty-six grade 3 and 4 students were taught 
by Mrs, Pauline West, 

1974 

Grades 3/4, 5 and 6 spent two cold days 
at the United Church Camp in the winter of 
°14, Here they learned about orienteering, 
trees, and animal life. The parent volunteers 
who helped with many of the activities made 
it successful, 


Grade Eight 1972 
Front Row: Helen Chitovas, Cindy Vandenhewvel, Susan Hasse, Shelley Gallie, Karen Blake, Beth Ann Hannon, 


Bonnie Jackson. Second Row: John Bremner, Danny Thomas, Greg Spradbrow, 
Vaughn Adams, Martin Cole, Michael Ames, Third Row: Douglas Farrar (principal), 
David Baker, Paul Anderson, Mark Faye, Cameron Wallis, lan Toms, 
Pursell, Keren LaPier, Mary Ellen Hislop, Diana Doupe, Susan Cole, Kelly Sitter. 


+ Richard Hil, 
| John Stokes, 
David Hinde. Back Row: Iona 






















BLACKWELL PUBLIC SCHOOL 
1975-75 


Me, Partridge 
‘Guade 8 





Grade Bight 1975 - 6 
Front Row: Andrew Van Horn, Marion Sandercock, Robert Hinde, Jeffery Passingham, Terry Stokes, Anne 





James, Julie Faye, Second Row: S 


Pettit, Michelle Leckie, John Millholland, Caroline Baird, 


Education Weeks were introduced in 
1974, Because of its success it became a year- 
ly event. 

In June of 1974, Blackwell Co-op, the 
store on the corer of Blackwell and Black- 
well closed. The owners John Heslop and 
George Connors had sold the building and had 
to move to another location. “Darlene’s 
Ceramies” operated by Darleen Dumont was 
opened shortly after. The store originally 
opened in 1952, became a Co-op in 1966 
until its closure in 1974, The Co-op store re- 
located at the site of the old 1.G.A. store near 
the comer of Murphy Road and Lakeshore 
and remained open for two or three more 
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usan Lennox, Douglas Hext, Dagmar Skala, Caroline Huebl, Catherine Walker, 
Martin Webster. Third Row: James Stuart, Denise Bellavance. Fourth Row 
Georgia Eld, Keith Rowe, Back Row: Scott Lightfoot, Heather Hopkins, Jim He 


Cathy Jackson, Dwayne Joleun, 
Heather MeLachlin, Kenneth 





years, At that time the store was sold and the 
business closed. 
1975 

Blackwell became one of the first schools 
in the area to lower their French classes from 
grade 7 to grade 5. Almost three years later 
French was taught in grade 3. French teachers 
since 1975 were Mme. Consenheim, M. St. 
Louis, Mme. Hebert and Mme. Viola. 

Mr. 8. MeLay left Blackwell in June 1975, 
He moved to Queen Elizabeth School 

Mr. Allen Partridge, formerly of Johnston 
‘Memorial School replaced Mr. McLay. 

‘The Blackwell Section House just west of 
Blackwell Sideroad on the old Grand Trunk 








Grade Eight 1976 - 77 





Front Row: Lynn Kornet, Joan Ditta, Carolyn Tonge, Catherine Mott, Diana Noel, Wendy Sopel, Mary Jane Con: 
rors. Middle Row: Catherine MeGinley, David Hardick, Donald Leitch, Michele Meservia, Debbie Hunt, Lynn 
Carr, Allen Partridge (principal). Back Row: Bruce Rankin, Peter Ames, Steven Pederson, Brett Johnson, John 


Seott, Andrew Jackson, Andrew daCosta. 


Railway burned to the ground during a dry 
spell. Flames spread to the west bank and al- 
most beyond before being extinguished. 

1976 

Mr. Partridge introduced Gymnastics and 
Speeches into the school in the 75 - "76 
school year, Gymnastics were after school for 
those interested and wasrun by him. Speeches 
were done for the first time by every student 
from grade 5 -8. 

Mr. Fred Schram, custodian of Blackwell 
for several years left in June of °76 and was 
replaced by Mr. Lou Clarkson who remained 
until October 1979. 

1977 

Mrs. Judy Fleet, the grade 2 teacher con- 
ducted ‘St. John’s Ambulance classes after 
school for the grade eights from 1977 to 
1980, 

In April of °77 shortly after the eighth 


grade had chosen their grade 9 course outlines 
for St. Clair Secondary School, the Board of 
Education made a decision about their edu- 
cation. The decision caused considerable up- 
roar and upset between the parents, students, 
and the board. 

‘The board decided, considering St. Clair’s 
overcrowding and Northern’s “‘undercrowd- 
ing”, that students would be moved immed 
iately to Northern. The pupils had already 
been accepted and “‘geared up” to go to St. 
Clair and were not about to change. The par- 
ents agreed. The board felt otherwise. 

Several meetings were held to discuss the 
issue further. Many parents expressed their 
views and opinions while the board consid- 
ered all points brought up. It was finally de- 
cided to give the students the option of at- 
tending either St. Clair or Northern Second- 
ary. Out of 28 students, 15 went to St. Clair 
and the remainder to Northern. 











1978 

Kindergarten classes were not held for the 
first time since 1957 because of the very low 
enrolment, 

Blackwell was very successful in the ath- 
letie field in 1978. The school’s junior and 
senior teams together captured 7 out of a 
possible 20 awards. By 1979 the Junior Boys’ 
Floor Hockey Team had won the tournament 
four years in a row. 


1979 

During the 1978-1979 school year the en- 
rolment of Blackwell School fell to a low of 
148 pupils. The Board of Education was con- 
sidering closing Blackwell the next year. The 
enrolment would fall to 113 in 1979 and 
probably to 96 if Blackwell School was open 
in September 1980. 

‘A parents’ advisory committee was formu- 
lated. Mrs. Judy Scott, Mr. Bruce Brogden 





and township trustees Mrs. Karen Morrow and 
Mr. James Stuart headed the committee. Sev- 
eral meetings were held with a large tum out 
of parents. (Members of the administration 
who attended were Mr. S. Pate, Mr. A. Wells, 
and Mr. D. Barber), Everyone ‘examined the 
many altematives for the facility of which 
some would keep the school open for another 
two or three years. No one wanted the school 
closed but it was generally felt that the school 
would and possibly should be closed. Black- 
well would, if kept open, be in a position of 
being almost unable to’ compete in inter- 
school competitions of either academic or 
athletic nature, The remaining question was 
when the school was to be closed. September 
1980 was set as the earliest possibie shutdown 
ate, If that was so, Blackwell would become 
the first school closed by the Lambton 
County Board of Education because of severe 
dectining enrolment, 


Grade Eight 1977 - 78 
Front Row: Janet Kershaw, Elizabeth Bellavance, 
Rebecea McCracken, Mary Kirk, Jonet Jones, Michelle 
Sivret, Shelley Hawley, Dawn Hardick, Susan Atom: 


‘anchuek. Second Row: Barbara Caley (teacher), 
Andy Harripersod, Bruce Walker, Carolyn Pease, 
Paula Kevin, Diane Pole, Laura Hibberd, Steven Hoag. 
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‘mans, Allen Partridge (principal). Third Row: John 
Bloomfield, Christopher Harkins, David Kloppenburg, 
Tim Mott, Jeffrey Ferguson, Stephen Sitter, Richard 
Scott, Bill Core, Kraig Howie, Back Row: Bill Brem- 
ner, Jim Jenson, Tom Leckie, Scott Partridge, Steven 
Zazulyk, Bill Sanderson, Scott Baldwin, David Flick 








Grades Five and Six 1979 
Front Row: Rachel Sivret, Margaret Toms, Julie Hardick, Denise Plumb, Laura James, Laurie Kechnie, Kerry 
Hill, Susan MeNaught. Second Row: David Rowe, Michelle Johnson, Holly Sanderson, Janet Pole, Kim Fraser, 
Rebecca McDuff, Dean MacNeil, Louise Ruypers (teacher). Third Row: Glenn Huffman, Ken Hibberd, Ken Me: 





Ginley, John Brogden, Marco Bo 
Jim Bullock, Seott Perry, Robbie. 








ortreed. 


1980 

By September 1979 a new school year be- 
gan for Blackwell and still no decision had 
been made. The enrolment dropped to 113. 
All classes except grade 8 were doubled (2-3, 
45, 6-7, 8). Two teachers replaced the five 
that had’ left. The east wing of the school was 
boarded up and used for storage. The lower 
grades (2-3) were moved from the east play- 
ground to the west. 

‘On Monday February 26, 1980 the Lamb- 
ton Board of Education announced that Black- 
well would be closed following the grade & 
graduation in June 1980. The remaining stud- 
ents would attend Cathcart Boulevard School. 

Open in 1912 closed in 1980, Blackwell 
‘was one of the oldest schools in Lambton and 
cone of the most successful. Many Ontario 
scholars can trace their early school days to 
Blackwell. 


t, Douglas Jackson, Wayne Howie, Jamie Scott. Back Row: Poul Atamanchuk, 


‘The last have graduated from Blackwell 
‘The following statement taken from the 
“Newcomers” film presentation sums up all 
the years, the people, and the work at Black- 
well from beginning to end. 
“All that is bom is bound to change, and 
pass away”. 









SAMPLES OF SCHOOL SPORTS 





Two Pitch Champions 1977 





Girls’ Volleyball Cross Country Run 
1971-72 Canatara Park 
1977-78 
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FIRST AND LAST 


Last Graduates: 1980 


First Graduate: 1912 Irene Hardick 
(Qirs, RL. Garrison) 


Terry Baldwin Richard Kelch 
Mario Benacquista Susan Kevan 

Paul Blunt. David Lambert 
Donna Bullock David Laucek 
Stephanie Da Costa Jeananne Leitch 
Patti Drouillard Jodie Lowe 

Rob Giles ‘Todd MacNeill 
Paul Gillis Debbie McNaught 
John Harris Darcy Meservia 
Ben Hill Annette Moller 
Jennifer Hopkins Kim Partridge 
Mark Huebl Jeff Robertson 
Stephen Huffman Meredith Scott 
Karen Jensen Susan Stokes 


John Toner 


ODD NOTES 


William James who lived on the farm on 
the east side of Telfer Sideroad, a great uncle 
of Sarnia Township Reeve Ken James, was a 
bachelor. Each year, as a matter of natural 
justice it was an established custom that he 
supply the candy for all the children at the 
annual Christmas Concerts. This he did in all 
good humour, and enjoyed the concerts im- 
mensely, 

Fern Tice remembers the frustration of 
writing examinations on a hot June day while 
carpenters pounded away lustily on construc- 
tion of the new school rooms. 

Eric Fowler had a huge black Labrador re 
triever by the name of Tony, who went to the 
school almost every day to’ accompany Erie 
and his chums on the trek home via the rail- 
way tracks and the valley. 

In the 1950's Blackwell School yard grew 





Graduating Class 1979 
Front Row: Marianne Lawrence, Lindsay Cruikshanks, Karen Sandercock, Bobbie.Jo Shortreed, Fiona Pursell, 
Christine Seguin, Daphne Gardner, Melanie Pembleton, Second Ro 
Cathy Kuindersma, Laurie Collier, Carol Buscher, Joan Hay, Allison Dell, Tessa Joleun, Allen Partridge (principal). 
Third Row: Mark Sopel, Brian Rowe, Jim Mott, Michael Cole, Peul Noel, Mark Boardman, Russell Laurence, Paul 
Lightfoot. Back Row: Jeffrey Galli, Scott Hill, an Washington, Lewis Rogers. (Missing from picture Lee Main) 





Barbara Caley (teacher), Annette Pederson, 





Graduating Class, 1980 
Front Row, L. to R. Meredith Scott, Patti Drouillard, Debbie McNaught, Karen Jensen, Suson Stokes, Kim 
Partridge, Donna Bullock, Annette Moller, 


Second Row, L. to R. Allen Partridge (principal), Dave Lambert, Jeananne Leitch, Jennifer Hopkins, Stephanie 
da Costa, Jodie Lowe, Suson Kevan, Steven Huffman, Mrs. Barbara Caley (teacher) 

Third Row, L. to R. John Harris, John Toner, Darcy Meservia, Jeff Robertson, Mark Huebl, Paul ills, Mario 
Benaequista, 

Back Row, L. to R. David Laucek, Rob Giles, Todd MoNeill, Richard Kelch, Ben Hill, Paul Blunt, Terry Baldwin 





Blackwell Public School Staff 
1979 - 1980 


Front Row, L. to R. Eileen Viola, Barbara Caley, Judy Fleet, Alice Greydanus, Pauline West. 


Back Row, L. to R. Wanda Scott, Allen Partridge (principal), Howard Stevens (custodian), Marlene Rothenbury, 
Ralph Patterson, Marian Robertson, 
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a magnificent crop of sand burrs which were 
tough on bare feet. Charles Phelps remembers 
a day in the last week of August when the 
School Board decided that the burrs had to be 
cleaned up before school resumed right after 
Labour Day. The Board members were Camer- 
on Caesar, Lorne Van Gaver and Charles 
Phelps. Fonce Snauwaert had agreed to come 
with his tractor and sickle-bar mower. Cutting 
the burrs was no problem. Next, we raked 
them into windrows. As Charles recalls, Lorne 





had come on his tractor with a sugar beet 
wagon in tow and several pitch forks. When 
we started pitching the sand burs on the 
wagon, Charles said to Fonce, “You're used 
to usinga pitch fork, not like we city fellows.” 
Fonce replied, “I haven’t coiled hay for years. 
‘All my hay is picked up with a hay loader.” 

Of course we had procrastinated too iong 
and the burrs were ripe and hard. It’s certain 
that many were left on the ground to plague 
bare feet and seed next years crop. 


FOOTNOTES 
CHAPTER SEVEN 


1, 8.8. No. 7 consists of Lots 28-45, Concession 9, Lots 10 & 11, Gore Concession, Lots 11-15, 
Concession 8, Lots 1-10, North Division, Lake Wawanosh, Lots 1-7, South Division, Lake 









































Wawanosh, 
2. Financial and Building Report of 8.8. No. 7 for 1912 
Receipts Payments 
Township grant . $ 300.00 Site, including fencing, 
County grant, 745 grading, etc, ........ $ 218.07 
Legislative grant 64.95 Building: wages, $536.37; 
‘Tax on section... 1. 606.63 Lumber, $606.23; gravel, 
Contributed by Sec. 3, $96.62 coment, $194.68; hard- 
See. 5, $88; Sec. 6, $206.42; ware, $133.53 ...... 
Sec. 11, $20.00. . 502.04 Equipment and furniture - 
Sale of surplus material 9.01 Interest on loan . 
Sale of debentures .. 1,890.00 Teacher's salary 
For retirement of 
Debenture No. 1 
$8,880.08 ay other accounts 
$3,113.59 
Balance to next account 266.49 
$3,380.08 
3. Voters in §.8. No. 7, Sarnia Township, 1917 


George, John and Gideon Telfer, Joseph Hardick, Mrs. George French, Dr. J. J. Bell, James 
Morzison, D.W. James, Albert Wellington, W.l1. Minifie, James and Miss Frances Shanks, T.C. 
Wheatley, Wm, Colter, Thomas Somes, Robert Cully, Joseph R. Smith, John, George and Alex 
Gardiner, E. C. Workman, Harvey Smith, Nicholas Francis, Edward Cully, J. C. Clark, A. M. 
Cusack, John Francis, Albert James, Henry, Gordon and Stanley West, J. H. Modeland, Mr. T. 
‘Tomlinson, Hanson R. Dent, A. McLean, Fred Telford, W.d. Bailey, George French, M. MeKenzie, 
Richard Lawrence, William and Mrs. James Craig, Richard Hooper, Charles Buchner, Richard 
Dent, Bertie Ridealgh, John Wheatley, Richard Hardick, Andrew Felton, M. May, Fred Somes, 
George Thurston, Amold Dent, Fred West 





4. 


‘TEACHERS 


‘These are the teachers who have taught in Blackwell School. 





1912 — 1925 
Sept. 1925 —June 1934 
Sept. 1! June 1942 
Sept. 1935 ~ Dee, 1939 





Jan, 1940 ~ June 1941 


Sept, 
Sept, 
Sept. 
Sept, 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept, 
Sept. 
Nov. 
Sept. 
Sept. 
Sept 
Sept. 
Sept. 


1941 — June 1943 
1942 — June 1947 
1943 — June 1947 
1947 - June 1948 
1947 — June 1948 
1948 — June 1950 
1948 — June 1954 
1949 — June 1950 
1948 — June 1949 
1950 — June 1953 
1950 — June 1952 
1952 ~ June 1953 
1953 — June 1954 
1953 — June 1954 
1953 — June 1956 











1954 —June 1956 


1954 ~ June 1960 
1954 — June 1956 
1956 ~ Dec. 1958 
1959 — June 1959 
1956 — June 1959 
1956 -- June 1959 


. 1956 — June 1961 


1958 — June 1960 
1959 — June 1960 
1959 — June 1964 
1957 — June 1961 
1960 — June 1963 
1959 — June 1974 
1960 — June 1962 
1960 ~ June 1972 


1960 — June 1964 


1961 — June 1963 


1961 — June 1965 


1962 — June 1972 
1963 — June 1964 
1964 — June 1966 
1964 — June 1966 


m1 


‘Theresa Peglar 
Bva B. Dustin 

F, May Wellington 

‘Ada Baker 

Hazel Crone 

Blizabeth Crone 

Hazel Lennan 

Hazel Smale 

Lillian Wheatley 

Mabel McDonald (principal) 
Jowel Porter 

Marjorie McClement 
Beatrice Hargin 

Eaith Marshall (principal) 
Marion McDonald 

Alice Franklin 

Margaret Franklin (prineipal) 
Birdie Hext 

Olive Flett (principal) 
Mary Layng 

Abigail Wheatley 

Betty Routlifie 

Florence Bell 

Birdie Hext 

Margaret Nicolai 

Sylvia Shanks 

Garnet McDiarmid (principal) 
AL. Adamack 

Verna MeLaughlin 
Graham Shantz 

Blanche Neal 

Marilyn Weaver 

Blanche Goetz 

Shirley Johnson 

Ronald Timms (principal) 
D, Downing 

Shirley Niblock 

Mary Crawford 

Jessie Josh 

Richard Todd 

Frances Walters 

Iris Turton 

Judy Trowbridge 

Alice Wagner 

Carolyn Moore 

Neil Campbell (principal) 
Alice Hunt 

Carolyn Odd 

Goleen Lowe 

Joan Hinch 











Sept. 1964 —June 1967 
Sept. 1964 — June 1965 
Sept. 1964 — June 1968 
Sept, 1966 — June 1969 
Sept. 1966 — June 1975 
Sept. 1967 — June 1969 
Sept. 1965 — June 1972 
Sept. 1967 —Dec. 1974 
Sept. 1968 — Feb. 1969 
Sept. 1969 — June 1980 
Sept. 1969 — June 1976 
Sept. 1969 — Dec. 1969 
Mar. 1969 ~ June 1980 
Sept, 1970 — June 1978 
Sept. 1970 — June 1976 
Sept, 1970 - June 1980 
Sept. 1972 — June 1975 
Sept. 1972 — June 1973 
Sept. 1972 — June 1975 
Sept. 1974 —June 1975 
Sept. 1975 — June 1979 
Jan, 1975 — June 1975 
Sept. 1975 — June 1980 
Sept. 1975 — June 1980 
Sept. 1976 — June 1980 
Sept. 1976 ~ June 1977 
Sept. 1976 — June 1978 
Sept. 1978 — June 1978 
Sept. 1978 — June 1979 
Sept. 1979 — June 1980 

5, THE CUSTODIAL STAFF 


Life in any school is enhanced by the 
presence of a good custodial staff. Blackwell 
hhas been most fortunate to have kind, con- 
scientious people to do the cleaning, the odd 
jobs, and numerous tasks that come up during 
‘the days at school. People who have served in 
this capacity over the years are: 


Charles Wheatley 
‘Thomas Somes 
‘Thomas Wheatley 
Norman Heal 
Emie Sole 

Vera Lewis 

John Wheatley 
A, C. Francis 
‘Abbie Wheatley 
Brian Maw 

Alice Wehring 
Bruce Mason 
Fred Schram 
Lou Clarkson 
Ena Hudson 
Linda Firman 
Del Merrill 


Howard Stevens 











Mary Anita Kemnohan, 
John Meyers 

Robert Slack 
‘Margaret Howard 
Paul Jackson 

Ann Allen 

Douglas Farrar (principal) 
Virginia McArthur 

Fred Trott 

Pauline Galbraith West, 
George Millman 

Donna Payne 

Barbara Caley 

‘Anne Lalonde 

Barbara Connop 

Wanda Scott 

Stewart MeLay (principal) 
Heather Owen 

Evelyn Stewart 

L. Burnard 

L. Ruypers 

‘A. Cameron 

Judy Kohut 

A. Partridge (principal) 
Judy Fleet 

Jim Cook 

Ron Duchene 

‘Swee Concisom 

Marie MacGregor 

Ralph Paterson 


6. SECRETARIES OF THE BOARD 


‘The Secretary-Treasurers of the Blackwell 
School Board were — T. C. Wheatley, Harvey 
Smith, John Wheatley, Garl Smith, A. C. 
Francis, George Connors and Gordon Myle- 
chreest. 

When the Sarnia Township School Area 
came into being in 1969, Mr. Mylechreest was 
appointed Business Administrator. The office 
was located at 1550 Confederation Rd., now 
occupied by Channel 6 Cable T.V. 


7 SCHOOL TRUSTEES 


Unfortunately there seems to be no 
continuous record of the names of the men 
and women who have been elected as school 
trustees over the years, Throughout the 
foregoing text, a few have been mentioned, 

For the 1979-80 year the two trustees on 
the Lambton Board of Education who were 
elected to represent Point Edward and Sarnia 
‘Township are: 


Mrs. Karen Morrow 
‘Mr. James M. Stuart, 








CHAPTER EIGHT 


Other Related Activities 





Blackwell Cub Pack about 1952 
Front Row, L. to R. Laverne Pembleton, David Phelps, David McPhail, Jim Marshall, Larry Lockhart, Jack 


Paulley, Bill Caesar, Jim Phelps, Jim Paulley 


Back Row, L. to R. Gary 
Doug Chalmers, Jim Steele, Bob Welch. 





Blackwell Cubs 1950 - 1971 
contributed by Glenn Garrison 
‘The 19th Blackwell Cub Pack started in 


1950 with the meetings held in Blackwell 
Public School, then the Blackwell United 
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Clarke, Ken Pembleton, Richard Hardick, Wayne Somes, Owen Lockhart, Jim Hillier, 


Church, later the Blackwell Church hall and 
finally the school gym. 

‘The Pack varied in numbers; highest en- 
rollment of 56 boys with a waiting list of 
younger boys. 

‘Throughout the year, besides working on 
their stars, the cubs visited many places of 











Blackwell Cubs 1963 
Front Row, L. to R. Bill Callie, Owen Adams. 


Second Row, L. to R. Tom Wheeler, Jamie Hislop, Chris MeCance, Jim Lawrence, Tom Logan, Ronnie Vande. 
Weghe, Kevin Morehouse, Ricky Spradbrow. 

Third Row, L. to R. Tony DeMeester, Scott Henderson, Paul Wilson, Tom Core, David Hyde, Bob Shiriff, Rus 
sell Mylechreest, Andy Shirriff, Brian West 

Fourth Row, L. to R. Robbie Elis, Paul Long, Bill Crone, Gary Snauwaert, Bruce Lockhart, Jim Robb, Jim 
Mitchell, Duncan Crowdis, John Kershaw, Mark Williamson. 


Back Row, L. to R. Sandy MeCracken, Ron Billings, Mike Doupe, Bob Charman, Chris Martelle, John Garrison, 
John Hislop, John Lawrence, Ross Morion. 


community interest, fire halls, post office, The highlight of each Cub year was the 
sewage treatment plant, Sitter’s’ Greenhouses, camp outings at various places — Pinery Park, 
farms and many others. United Church Lambton Centre and the last 
Many former Cubs will remember the few years at Attawandron Scout Camp, where 
numerous activities, including cook-outs, the last campfire was an occasion well remem- 
nature trail studies, kite flying contests, pet ered by each Cub as the fire was lit by the 
shows, soup hikes, weiner and com roasts, Great Spirit Manitou, 
whiffen poof dinners, handicraft projects, The late nights, preparing dinners on open 
raising funds by selling hot cross buns, choco- fires, pit cooking and making and baking pies 
lates, and apples on Apple Day; father and in reflector ovens, making lead sinkers, fisb- 
son banquets, projects made from certain ing and smoking fish in a smoke house, canoe- 
materials with the father and son working to- ing and swimming, the many different camp 
gether, with great imagination, ingenuity and themes and contests related to the themes, All 
artistry; Cub of the year, church parades, these things made delightful and happy times 
speakers from Selfrage Field Air Force Base, to remember, with chums and friends to last 
Red Cross, Veterinarians, Bird Watchers, allifetime, 
Purdys, Magicians, Yo Yo demonstrations, None of these things could have been 
parades in London and Sarnia, fireworks achieved without the help and dedication of 
nights, Halloween and Christmas parties. leaders, group committees, Cub mothers, par- 
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ents and resource people who gave freely of 
their time and talents, 


Akeles: 
1950-51 Don Welch 
195152 Clare Sutton 
1952-71 Glenn Garrison 


Assistant Leaders over the years: 


Glenn MePhail, Roy and Anne Garrison, 
George Connors, ‘Mrs. Mae Phillips, Lome 
Hardick, Audrey Garrison, Marion Chester, 
‘Ted Hibberd, Reg Spradbrow, Lloyd Kingdon, 
Erie and Grace Pole, John and Jowie Bley, 
Charles MeBeth, Birt’ Passingham, Jim Cox, 
Clarence Lewis," Joseph Zatyiny, Roger and 
Irene VanderWehge, Leo Coppens, Lois Gar- 
ison Kalas, Ida Garrison and Mrs. Ann Law- 
rence, Secretary. 

Because no’ one took over the Pack in 
1972, the boys of Blackwell have joined other 
Packs in surrounding communities. 





Blackwell Scouts on Trek, 1956 
Tim Steele, Lloyd & Terry Kingdon 


Blackwell Scouts 


‘The 19th Blackwell Scout Troop was or- 
ganized in 1951, sponsored by the Blackwell 
Home and School Club. Troop meetings were 
held in the basement of the school, 

In 1956, the Blackwell United Church 
took over the sponsorship and the Troop met 
in the old church building. The Troop was 
very fortunate in havinga cabin at Camp Atta- 
wandron, the District Camp located near Port 
Franks on the Aux Sauble River, This cabin, 
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provided by their sponsors allowed the boys 
to participate in winter camping. 

Many outdoor activities were enjoyed by 
the 19th Troop such as Camporees, both local 
and intemational, overnight camping under 
canvas, both summer and winter, along with 
soup hikes on the beach, 

19th Blackwell had many boys who com- 
pleted the necessary requirements for higher 
achievements in Scouting. The first Scout 
leaders were Norman Brewin and John Burr. 
Over the years there were other leaders and 
numerous helpers whose efforts and dedi- 
cation were appreciated. Special mention is 
made of Owen Hackett, the first Queen’s 
Scout from the 19th Blackwell Troop and 
first class journey — Jim Steele, Lloyd King- 
don and Terry Kingdon. 


Blackwell Women’s Institute 


‘The Women's Institutes of Ontatio orig- 
inated as an organization for women living in 
rural areas. The founder was Mrs. Adelaide 
Hoodless who lived in Saltfleet ‘Township, 
Wentworth County in Ontario. She recogni 
ed the need for education of women in fam- 
fly health and homemaking. The first Insti- 
tute was organized in the village of Stoney 
Creek on Feb, 19, 1897. Ina few years, 
groups of rural women across Ontario and 
Canada formed branches of the Women’s 
Institute and from there it spread to other 
countries 

‘Through the initiative of Mrs. Hoodless 
the Macdonald Institute was built at the 
Ontario Agricultural College at Guelph, On- 
tario, Courses in home economies, health and 
nutrition were commenced. Macdonald Insti- 
tute still carries on as part of the University 
of Guelph. 

Blackwell Women's Institute was organ- 
fzed_on February 14, 1913 in. Blackwell 
Church by Mrs. M. N’ Norman of Toronto 
and Mrs. Kerr, West Lambton district presi 
dent. The original members were: Mrs, 'T. C. 
Wheatley, President; Mrs, Albert James, First 
Vice-President; Mrs John Burden, Second 
Vice-President; Miss va Wellington, Secretary- 
Treasurer; Mrs, Hanson R. Dent and Mrs 
Richard Hardick, Directors, Others were Mrs, 
Fred West, Mrs. Wm, Bailey, Mrs, ‘Thomas 
Hardick, Mrs, George Telfer, Mrs, JohnH. 
Modeland, Miss Sarah Burden, Miss Pearl West, 
Mrs. Soloman Sitter, Mrs. Louise MeDonald, 
Mrs. Joseph Hardick, Mrs. John. Wheatley, 
Mrs. George Lewis, Mrs. Herbert West, Miss 
Mary Craig, Mrs. Henry West. 











Blackwell Women’s Institute and Guests 








Front Row, L. to R. Isabel Somes, Beatrice Thomson, Charlotte Telfer, Leah West, Rhea Hamilton, a visitor, 
Mre Arnold Dent, Mrs. Hanson Dent, Mrs, J. H, Modeland, Evelyn Modeland, Mrs. Wiliam Bailey, speaker at 


the meeting. 


Back Row, L. to R. Mrs, Louise Macdonald, Mrs. Geo. Thurston, Mrs. Geo. Telfer, Mrs. T. C. Wheatley, Mrs, 
Hugh MeCrie, Mrs, Fred West, Miss Mary Craig, Mrs. John Wheatley, Mrs, Gordon West, Mrs. Richard Dent 


‘The Institute began its work at once, 
which consisted largely in helping in the work 
of the Canadian Red Cross and other causes 
by giving time and money. During the First 
World War knitting and sewing were done 
for the soldiers. Also a group of girls calling 
themselves the “Sunshine Club” had meetings 
during 1914-18 at which they made bandages 
and other material to help in the war effort. 
‘The most ambitious project of the Insti- 
tute was the erection of Blackwell Hall. The 
need for a community hall is first mentioned 
in the books in 1918, Early in 1922 the Hall 
lot, 4 acre, was purchased from Thomas 
Somes for fifty dollars. The Institute spon- 
sored the collection of over seven hundred 
dollars in subscriptions for the erection of a 
Hall, Backed by the newly-formed Hall Board 
they borrowed almost $1,000. A foundation 
was built and the building, formerly used as 
St. John’s Anglican Church in Sarnia, was 
purchased and moved out and set on the 











Blackwell Community Hall 


foundation. The Hall was opened about May 
1925, The Institute devoted considerable vol- 
unteer work and money to furnishing and 
equipping of the Hall. Dances were held on 
‘Thursday evenings. Title to the Hall was held 





by the Ontario Department of Agriculture. 

‘The Institute is noted for participation in 
many community activities and for generous 
support of them, On May 31, 1920, a Junior 
Institute was organized. At a later date a cook- 
book was published. From the record books is 
quoted the following: “On August 30, 1921, 
Mrs, McLennan addressed the Junior and Sen- 
ior Institutes at the Blackwell Church. She 
spoke of securing a permanent schoo! health 
nurse for Lambton, the cost of which would 
be only 80c on every 100 acres. ..” 

‘One of the early members of the Black- 
well W.I., Mrs. Hugh McCrie, gives us the fol- 
lowing account: “Each branch of the Women’s 
Institute has maintained its interest in improv- 
ing the health and home conditions of its 
community. In the early thirties, Dr. Me- 
Donald, the Sarnia Township Health Officer, 
wanted to establish free immunization clinics 
for the Township children. Failing to get 
municipal backing he appealed to the Insti- 
tute members, Blackwell branch answered the 
call, prepared a dinner in the Hall and in- 
vited the parents in the community to hear 
the Medical Health Officer outline his plans, 
Clinics were organized in the schools and 
Women’s Institute members assisted at the 
clinics and in distribution of permission cards 
to the homes. When years later the Lambton 
Health Unit was organized it took over man- 
agement of the clinics. It is difficult now to 
realize all the spade work which was done to 
popularize immunization of children, Much of 
this early work was done by Institute mem- 
bers, 





Resolutions have always been an impor- 
tant part of Institute work and a resolution 
carrying the weight of opinion of rural wom- 
en is given consideration even in government 
circles. Many improvements [in public ser- 
vices] have resulted from their resolutions.” 

Members of Blackwell W.I. were actively 
engaged in helping the war effort in 1939- 
1945. During that time, the Institute, working 
through the Red Cross, had prepared to give 
assistance in case of disaster. The Blackwell 
Hall was equipped with cots and bedding to 
take care of twenty patients, This was the 
only First Aid Centre for the Township Red 
Cross. Under the leadership of the Institute, 
Red Cross training courses were given and sev- 
ral classes were graduated. Disaster did strike 
in 1945 when the S.S. “Hamonic” was des- 
troyed by fire at the waterfront in Point Ed- 
ward. The Red Cross offered the use of Black- 
well Hall and nineteen victims were brought 
there that evening after they had first received 
treatment at the hospital. In appreciation for 
this work the Canada Steamship Company 
gave a donation to the Sarnia Township Red 
Cross. 

From 1935 until his death in 1940, John 
Buchan, Baron Tweedsmuir was Governor- 
General of Canada. Lady Tweedsmuir suggest- 
ed to the Women’s Institutes that they start 
to keep scrapbooks recording current events 
as they happened, as well as saving older docu- 
ments that could be found and so preserve the 
history of Canada. This record is still being 
kept by the Blackwell WI. and is known as 
the Tweedsmuir Book, in memory of John 
Buchan, 





Blackwell Women’s Institiste float in a parade after World War I 
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Officers for 1980-81 are: 
Honorary President Mrs, N. Runnals 


President Mrs. L, Bell 
Ast Vice-President Mrs. H. Campbell 
2nd Vice-President Mrs. N. Runnals 


Secretary-Treasuret_ Mrs, J. Cadman 


District Director Mrs. J. Telfer 
Branch Directors Mrs. J. Harkins 
Mrs. G. Telfer 


Miss Jean Telfer 


Mrs. John Harkins, senior member, joined 
Blackwell W.I. in 1938, 


Lambton Presbytery Centre 


In 1962, United Church of Canada Lamb- 
ton Presbytery acquired a farm property on 
the shores of Lake Huron, some 20 miles 
north-east of Blackwell. The only buildings on 
the property were an old white brick farm- 
house and an implement shed. Since that time, 
many improvements have been made: a din- 
ing hall and kitchen, a resource center, over- 
night cabins, a day ‘centre for handicapped 
children and a fully-serviced trailer park. 

‘The Centre is now used year ‘round by 
many church groups throughout Lambton 
County for picnics, camp-outs, conferences, 
summer and winter camps, day care activities 
and church services, 


Camp directors have been: 


1962-68 Mr. and Mrs. Bill Jackson 
1968-70 Mr. and Mrs. Kent Douglas 
1970-73 Rev. Layne Douglas 
1973-77 Rev. Murray Campbell 
197-79 Mr. and Mrs. Walter King 
1979 Mr, and Mrs. Rainsberry. 
(2 mths) 

1979- Mrs. Moira Cooper 


‘The United Churches in Lambton County 
contribute to the upkeep of the Center. 


St. David’s Anglican Church 


St, David's Anglican Church, located at 
the comer of Lakeshore Road and Blackwell 
Sideroad, was started as a Sunday School in 
‘May 1958. The first church service was held 
‘on January 18, 1959. In June 1959, the con- 
sregation purchased the rectory, at 1795 Lake- 
shore Road. 

In September 1959, Rev. Robert A. Car- 
son, former missionary at Norman House in 
northern Manitoba, was named rector of the 
newly-formed congregation. In June 1960, he 
was ‘succeeded by Rev. Ronald 8. Fellows. 
The church was built during 1961 and was 
dedicated on December 15, 1961. Rev. Ha- 











rold 1.G. Ragg was appointed rector in Feb- 
ruary 1966, In 1973 he was followed by Rev. 
Noel Patterson and then by Rev. Murray E, 
Brooks. The present rector is Rev. Claude W. 
Root who came in September 1979. 


St. Michael's Separate School 


St. Michael’s Separate School was organ- 
ized in 1954. A two-room school was built 
in 1955 at the corner of Lakeshore Road and 
‘Telfer Sideroad. By 1958 two more rooms 
had been added and the enrolment reached 
109 pupils. In 1980 it has become a six class- 
room building. In addition, three so-called 
portable classrooms are in service and the en- 
rolment is 206 pupils. Children are transport- 
ed by bus to the school from a three mile 
radius, 

‘The school is operated by the Lambton 
County Roman Catholic Separate School 
Board. For 1979-1980, the two trustees who 
were elected to represent Point Edward and 
Sarnia Township are George B, Lunn and 
Albert Brackevelt, John A, Wheatley, a great 
grandson of Thomas C. Wheatley is the Super. 
intendent of Schools for the Board, 


Sports 


Over the years, sports have been popular, 
particularly with the younger people — skat” 
ing, hockey, softball and hardball 

Up until 1947 a church shed 24 ft. by 
51 ft. stood on the south side of Blackwell 
Road, across the road from the old church 
and west of Blackwell Hall. It was built for 
the comfort of the horses which brought 
worshippers to church, Shortly after it was 
built, automobiles came into use and the shed 
saw few horses. About 1922 an outdoor hock- 
ey rink with natural ice was built on the west 
side of the shed, where the new church stands 
today. ‘The prime mover for this venture was 
Joe Thomson, Blackwell community enthu- 
siast. Sideboards were erected around the ice 
surface and a comer of the shed was con- 
verted into a room where one could change 
his shoes for skates. Heat was provided by a 
wood stove. There were two strings of elec- 
tric lights above the ice surface, Before Hydro 
lines were extended into the Blackwell area, 
the electricity was supplied by a gasoline 
motor-driven generator, also located in the 
shed, Water for flooding the ice surface came 
from a spring close by. 

Besides pleasure skating, the young fel- 
lows played hockey. Paul Snauwadert recalls 
the names of Walter Culley, Jack Telfer, A.C. 





Francis, Frank Blake, Joe Thomson, Wilfred 
James, "Harry Bailey, Alf. Wheatley, Tom 
Wheatiey, Orville Hardick, Roy Hardick, 


Charlie Somes, Jim Somes, Carl West, Keith a ae 
West, Stan West and Chuck Hillier. Later, : 

Paul's younger brothers George and Fonce 
competed, Paul Snauwaert and his brother 
Camille played on the Blackwell team enter- 





Blackwell Outdoor Skating Rink 
and the Old Church Shed 
Billy Smith, Bob Garrivon, Irene Snouwaert, Irene 
Delmotte, Ron Smith 


ed in the Sarnia league against teams from the 
C.N.R., Imperial Oil and Point Edward. 
Others on that team were Lionel Marks, goalie, 
Stan Reeves, Dip Corey and Cap McLellan. 








Blackwell Hockey Team, early 1950's 
Front Row, L. to R. Glen Thomson, Bob Griffin, Ken Houston, Bill Purves, Don Griffin. 
Back Row, L. to R. Roy Garrison, Cliff Smith, Bob Garrison, Lorne Hardick, Joe Cousineau, Glenn Garrison. 
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In Front: Jack Heslop, 


Front Row, L, to R. Lorne Hardick, Bob Griffin, Doug Hyatt, Neit Howson, Jack Somes, Roy Garrison, Jack 
Hardick 


Blackwell Hardball Team, early 1950's, 





Back Row, 1. to R. Glenn Carrison, Kd, Morehouse, Ken James, Hob Sitter, Wayne Cox, Ross Smith, Don Blake, 


Fred Cole, Glen Thomson, Henry Van Gaver, Dale Hardick, 


After the young men returned from the 
war in 1945, Blackwell had a hockey team in 
the Intermediate Rural Ontario Hockey Asso: 
ciation. ‘They played rivals from Grand Bend, 
Forest, Ilderton, Lucan, Ailsa Craig, Parkhill 
and Point Edward 

In softball, the men’s team competed with 
London Road, Mandaumin and 12th line of 
Moore. 

In hardball, decked out in green sweaters, 
trimmed with ‘gold, the men’s team played 
against teams from’ Camlachie, Reece's Cor- 
ners, Petrolia, Forest, Sarnia, Wyoming, Lon- 
don Road and Vyner-Steeles, 


In women’s softball, Blackwell boasts of 
two outstanding pitchers, Lillian (Wheatley) 
Francis and Joy (Howson) Kohut. 

In the 1920's and 1930's, women’s soft- 
ball took the Sarnia area by storm. It was not 
uncommon to see a crowd of one thousand 
spectators at an evening game in Sarnia. Be- 
tween 1922 and 1934, the star pitcher for the 





Radio Stars and later the London Life team, 
was Lillian Francis. She had a spectacular de- 
livery and fast ball that overwhelmed all but 
the best batters. Her teams played others in- 
cluding the Wanderers, Imperials and Mueller, 
Generally, Wes Emerick was on hand to pass 
the hat for the silver collection that helped 
to pay expenses. 


As a highschool girl in 1950 Joy Howson 
began to play competitive softball, first for 
the Polymer Rubber Dolls’ team and then for 
the Imperials. In 1956 the Big Four league 
was formed; Sarnia, Stratford, Goderich and 
Florence. Joy pitched for the Imperials in 
that League, Later the team name was chang. 
ed to Samia Belles. From year to year other 
teams joined this league. During those nine 
years the Belles won five Ontario Champion. 
Ship awards: Ontario Amateur Softball Asso. 
ciation, Intermediate Girls in 1957 and 1962 
and Provincial Women’s Softball Union Senior 
A in 1959, 1962 and 1964. 











Blackwell Hardball Team, late 1950's 


Front Row, L. to R. Ed. Hornblower, Don Blake, Ed. Moorehouse, Morley, Dale Hardick, Jack Heslop, 
Neil Howson. 


Back Row, L. to R. Bob Morley, Bert Hoskins, Jack Somes, Lorne Hardick, Ross Smith, Bob Hornblower, Glenn 
Garrison, Don Dease. 





A.C, Francis and Lillian Wheatley about 1930 Joy (Howson) Kohut in action 
12: 








In 1968, Joy pitched for the Simcoe Stars 
and in 1966, 1967 and 1968 for the London 
Holiday Inn’s team in Ontario Senior A com- 
petition. In Centennial year, 1967, Joy's 
team won the Ontario Championship. 

Next, Joy joined the Toronto Ladies’ 
team, playing against Agincourt, Toronto Car 
petland, Fort Erie, Simcoe, Barrie, Kitchener 
and Guelph. Over Labour Day weekend in 
1969, an elimination tournament was held in 
Fort Erie, Ontario to determine which Ontar- 
io team would represent Ontario at the Do- 
minion Championship meet in Winnipeg. 
Joy's Toronto Ladies’ team lost to Toronto 
Carpetland, For her performance, Joy was 
presented with Ontario’s highest ‘individual 
award in ladies’ softball, the Marie Kirkpat- 
rick Memorial Trophy. She considers this the 
highlight of her pitching career, 

Earlier that season Joy was a member of 
the Ontario All-star team that went to Strat- 
ford, Connecticut for an exhibition series of 
games against the United States Champions, 
the Raybestos Breakettes. The Breakettes 
won, but Joy says that she was thrilled to 
pitch against the two top women pitchers in 
the United States. 





Riders from Orville Hardick’s Riding Stable 


Tola Ferguson 





Abigail Wheatley, Marjorie Dent, 
Mrs Arnold Dent, 
























Abe Holt and Ken West racoon hunting 


In professional hockey, Blackwell's entry 
is Jamie Hislop, the second son of Don and 
Mary Hislop, 1691 Lakeshore Road. Jamie at- 
tended Blackwell School and St. Clair Second- 
ary School. Locally, he advanced through the 
teams in the Sarnia Minor Athletic Associa- 
tion. For one year he played Junior B Hockey 
in Stratford, After that, Jamie attended the 
University of New Hampshire on a hockey 
scholarship. Upon graduating with honours 
in Physical Education and Health, he joined 
the Cincinnati Stingers club of the World 
Hockey Association. He played three seasons 
there until the end of the 1978-79 season, 
when the WHA and the National Hockey 
League were merged. During the 1979-1980 
season, Jamie played for the Quebec Nord. 
iques in their first year in the N.H.L. Jamie 
still calls Blackwell his home. You'll see him 
asa member of the Blackwell Cub pack in the 
1963 photograph in this book, 





Blackwell Cemetery 


The cemetery was established with the 
purchase of the church lot in 1880, The old- 
est existing plan of the cemetery, drawn up in 
1881 shows the original lot divided into five 
sections of twelve lots each, but later another 
row of five was added on the south, In 1927 
another acre of land was added to it. The 
first burial was that of Frankie Thompson, in- 
fant son of Rev. Robert and Maria Thomp- 
son, He died on August 31, 1880, and the 
tombstone may still be seen near the west 
fence. 

In 1947 a group headed by Mr. Joseph 
Thomson began improvements on the ceme- 
tery grounds. A canvass was made of lot hold- 





ats_and area families for contributions of 
money to aid in this project and to assure 
proper maintenance of the cemetery grounds. 
‘The response was very good, From then until 
his death in 1971, Joe Thomson’s main pro- 
ject was the improvement of the cemetery 
and it never looked better before or since. 

The Board Members in 1941 were: 
Joseph Thomson, Chairman; Alex Passingham, 
Sec.-Treas., Harold Praill, Joseph Hardick and 
Angus Jamieson. In 1948, John Wheatley, 
Fred Somes, Earl Hardick and George Hardick 
were added to the Board and Herman A. Sit- 
ter took over the duties of Sec.-Treas, 

‘At the annual meeting held June 29, 1960, 
a new Board was elected, Harold Praill, Chair” 
man; Jack Heslop, Sec.-Treas., George Hard- 
ick, Glen Thomson and Bert Logan, Earl 
Hardick and Lloyd Sitter were Board mem- 
bers appointed by Blackwell United Church, 

‘At the annual congregational meeting of 
Blackwell United Church held on January 28, 
1973, the following motion was adopted, 
“That Messrs, Ted Phelps, S. Harrison, Lloyd 
Sitter, Charles Phelps and Clarence Coke form 
the Blackwell Cemetery Board.” Later, the 
Chairman of the Board of Stewards was added 
to the Cemetery Board, Mr. Ron Hutchinson. 


In 1980, the Board consists of: Lloyd 
itter, Clarence Coke, Charles Phelps, William 
Gardner, Glenn Garrison and Audrey Garri- 
son, Who is Chairman of the Board of Manage- 
ment of Blackwell United Church. Rev. W.E. 
McCosh is also a member, ex-officio. 

‘The description of the new portion of the 
cemetery, purchased in 1927 by the Trustees 
of Blackwell United Church is as follows: 
“Commencing at the intersection of the north 
limit of Blackwell Road by the west boundary 
of Lot 35, Concession 9, Sarnia Twp., thence 
cast 123 feet to a point, thence north 316 
feet to the C.N.R. railroad allowance, thence 
along said allowance, in a westerly direction, 
123 feet to a point, thence southward 316 
feet to the point of beginning.” 





Storms 


The greatest storm on Lake Huron and 
along her shores, within the memory of old- 
sters still living, occurred on the 9th of Nov- 
ember 1913. The north wind blew at up to 75 
miles per hour for almost 16 hours before 
abating. A total of eight lake ships were lost, 
seven of them on Lake Huron. In all, 269 men 
died; there were no survivors from any of the 





Wreckage after the 9th of November 1913 storm on Lake Huron 
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Ships sunk in the 9th of November, 1913 
storm on Lake Huron 


lost ships, On that Sunday, rain turned to 
freezing rain and then to snow. The wind shift- 
ed to the north and soon was blowing at gale 
force, The outdoor temperature dropped be- 
low freezing and the waters of Lake Huron 
rose and devastated the lake shore. For a 
week following the storm, bodies and wreck. 
age were washed ashore, the grim aftermath 
of a natural disaster at sea. 

A few minutes after 5 p.m. on 2ist of 
May 1953, a tornado travelling west from 
lower Michigan crossed the St. Clair River and 
cut a swath half a mile wide through down: 
town Sarnia, as far east as Murphy Road. 
While the Blackwell area was not in the direct 
path of the tornado, it was lashed with torren- 
tial rain and hail. Electric power lines feeding 
the Blackwell area were torn asunder and 
power was off for 3 or 4 days, 

A few weeks later, on 30th of June 1953, 
a hurricane roared out of the north and struck 
the lakeshore of Lake Huron. In the Blackwell 
area, oak trees were bowled over like ten pins 
Power and telephone lines were mangled, The 





waves beating on the shore washed away as 
much as forty feet of property. Several houses 
near the edge of the bank were left hanging 
over the cliff, The weeks after the storm saw a 
phenomenal increase in the sale of chainsaws, 
as residents set about disposing of fallen tim: 
ber, 

‘The next storm of note oceurred on St. 
Patrick's Day, 17th of March 1973, While not 
nearly as destructive as the hurricane of 1953, 
considerable damage was sustained along the 
shoreline, caused partly because of the very 
high level of the water in Lake Huron that oc 
curred in the 1970's, 





Sarnia Township 


Sarnia Township was first organized for 
municipal purposes in 1836 and was incorpor- 
ated in 1850 under the Municipal Act of 1849. 
‘At that time it encompassed both what is now 
known as the Village of Point Edward and the 
City of Sarnia, The Town of Sarnia was in- 
corporated as a separate Municipality on Jan- 
uary 1, 1857. Point Edward became an incor- 
porated village in 1878. 

‘The only encroachment on township 
land thereafter was the annexation of some 
10,000 acres to the City of Sarnia, which be- 
came effective January 1, 1951, 

At the present time, municipal elections 
are held every two years, The present Town- 
ship Council for the years 1979 and 1980 is: 

Messrs, Kenneth A. James, Reeve; Ray- 
mond A. Whitnall, Deputy-Reeve; Samuel 
McCrae, Peter R. Merchant and Howard H. 
Watson 

Affairs of Sarnia Township are handled 
by the following supervisors on staff: 











Richard J. Chowen, Administrator-Treasurer 

Mrs, B.A, Jolly, Clerk 

Peter B. Hungerford, Development Commis- 

John Glass, Deputy Clerk 

Kenneth J. MacKenzie, Works Commissioner 

Stan Oakley, Chief Building Official 

Stewart Barr, Recreation Director 

3, Robert Timms, Fire Chief 

Howard Schooley, Police Chief 

Alex Sinclair, Public Works Superintendent 
(retiring March 1980 after 38 years with 
the Township) 


From the population figures, it will be 
seen that Sarnia Township is developing stead- 
ily, having tripled its population in the last 23 
years, 











Sarnia Township Council, 1979 - 1980 
Front Row, L. to R. Kenneth James, Reeve; Raymond Whitnall, Deputy Reeve 


Back Row, L. to R. Edith Ann Jolly, Clerk; Howard Watson, Peter Merchant, Sam MeCrea, Councillors, Richard 
J. Chowen, Administrator Treasurer. 


Population of Sarnia Township 


Year Year 
1901 2,632 1961 8,040 
1911 2,186 1966 9,639 
1921 2,585 1971 10,017 
1931 3,441 1976 13,775 
1941 4,803 1977 15,903 
1951 4,380 1978 17,557 
1956 6,204 1979 18,538 


Over the years, municipal services to the 
residents have been improved steadily. Hydro 
and telephone lines were extended into the 
area in the 1920's, and have been upgraded as 
the residential sections have been developed. 
‘A watermain was laid west from the Petrolia 
Waterworks at Bright's Grove, along the south 
side of the Lakeshore Road in 1949, A second 
watermain was laid in 1972 on the Blackwell 
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Road from Michigan Avenue to the Blackwell 
Sideroad. In 1976, it was extended from 
Blackwell Sideroad to Telfer Sideroad. A gas 
line was laid east from Sarnia along the Lake- 
shore Road in 1957. 

There is a weekly garbage collection in the 
built-up areas, The populace is protected by 
the Township Fire Department and the Town- 
ship Police Department, 

Recreational facilities advanced when the 
new Samia Township Arena was completed 
‘on Wellington Street. Also parks have been 
developed, with playing fields and tennis 
courts. As a joint venture the City of Sarnia 
and Sarnia Township acquired lakeshore prop- 
erty on the new Lakeshore Road and over sev- 
eral years have developed Huronview Park 
into a trailer camp that has become popular 
with owners of recreation vehicles from far 
and near. 























Planning Board 
All Members of Council 
Robert Shortreed 
Harvey Elliott 

Dave Di 

Ken Williams 





Parks and Recreation 
All Members of Council 
‘Al Braekevelt 

Fred McNaught 

George McLachlin 

Jim Foubister 

Shirley Young 

Fred Jennings 

Stewart Barr 


Fenceviewers 


Doug Wilkins 
Gordon Crockard 
Bob Griffin 
Archie Hardy 


Sarnia and Distriet Visitors 
and Convention Bureau 


Ross McEachran 


Property Standards Committee 
Stewart Hitcheock 

Dr, Andrew Pringle 

Jim Foubister 


‘The following is a list of all Boards and Committees for 1980 


Committee of Adjustment 
Gunter Mueller 
Gordon Helps 
Jack Heslop 
John Leaver 
im Robb 





Court of Revision - Drains 


Laird Nixon 
Albert Thurston 
Leonard Corsie 


Committee of Council - Court of Revision 


Sam MeCrea 
Howard Watson 


Livestock and Poultry Valuators 
Gordon MeMillan 

Jack Perry 

St. Clair Conservation Committee 
Sam McCrea 


Huronview Park 


Ray Whitnall 
Peter Merchant 


Police Commission 
Ken James 

John Flick 

‘Judge Michael Meehan 
Chief Howard Schooley 
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